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3. Positive reports by attendees to the Caaa 
calibration clinics

4. Finance
A topic which takes a considerable amount of time 
at every board meeting. The hard work and foresight 
of previous boards, the management of day to day 
operations by our executive director  and the support 
of a committed membership keep our association in a 
strong financial position.

With the season winding down, now is the time to 
review our Operations and Maintenance Control manuals. 
It is important to keep these documents current. Many 
independent consultants are available to assist operators at 
this task.

Hope you are enjoying the fall! We will have many 
months of white ground to revive our anticipation for the 
new season.

As I write this article the final days of the 2011 season 
are near. Aerial applicators have reported a widely varied 
season across the country. Some areas of the central and 
northern prairies report above average crop yields. Many 
areas from southern Ontario to the southern prairies started 
out with a very wet spring. My home area in Manitoba 
was less than 50% planted due to flooding/wet conditions 
and then suffered one of the worst droughts when the rains 
stopped mid June. Many acres were planted in late June 
and early July by optimistic growers. The yield/quality 
potential was seriously compromised by the frosts of 
September 13-14. There are good odds that next year will 
be better.

The CAAA board will be meeting in Ottawa October 18-
20.  A variety of issues are on the agenda to be addressed.

Examples of some of the topics are:

1. PMra- Buffer zone calculator.
Starting more than a decade ago Jon Bagley spent 
countless hours working with PMRA to standardize a 
working model and method to determine buffer zones 
for aerial application. Much progress has been made 
but the rapidly changing technology and techniques 
seem to outpace the ability to come to a convenient 
working system.

2. transport Canada
 -SMS
 -Overweight exemptions
 -Clarification of the Flying Farmer Regulation
 -Wire strike issues
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sown next spring.

Frost hit us on the 14th and 15th of 
September.  Things are beginning to 
look Fall like.  On the way to church 
yesterday I saw two fields of barley and 
one of canary seed that were seeded late 
and are still quite green.  These will be 
damaged by the frost.

There have been a lot of drift claims 
this year.  When I was fourteen I was 
doing most of the spraying on the farm.  
Dad took me to a custom applicator in 
the US and we bought a 103 Melroe 
spray coupe.  It had a 100 US gallon 
tank on it and was set up to spray 150 
acres with the 100 gallons.  Before 
we left the custom applicator took me 
aside and said “Boy this machine will 
drift quite a bit, don’t spray with no 
wind and remember that there have 
been scientific studies that prove that 
products cannot drift against the wind.  
If you have a field with sensitive crops 
on two sides, split the field in half and 
spray each part of the field with the 
appropriate wind.”  If I have a drift it 
is usually because I got into a rush and 
ignored this advice.

TRIVIA:  Did you know that the USA 
buys more oil from Saskatchewan than 
Kuwait.  We produce approximately 
440,000 barrels of oil a day!!

Have a good Fall and fly safe!!

ECC
Paul Zimmer

It is hard to believe another summer 
has come and gone. Definitely one 
of the drawbacks of running an aerial 
application business in Canada is working 
double time through the summer to make 
enough to get you through the winter. I 
often wonder what it would be like to 
have a couple of weeks of vacation in the 

see and hear about what we are doing 
on our part for the environment and the 
farmers. It is something that we need to 
continue to do.

 I would like to encourage everyone 
to attend the 4A’s convention this year 
in Red Deer on November 7th and 8th, 
2011. There will be the usual events 
and conversation along with a chance 
to catch up with friends you haven’t 
seen in awhile. I would also like to 
encourage anyone who has thought 
about becoming a board member to 
step up to the plate this year and join 
the team. It is rewarding in the fact 
that you know you are doing your part 
to better our industry. And please, if 
anyone has any questions or concerns 
they would like addressed please give 
me or another board member a call 
anytime. That is why we volunteer to 
do this.

SaSkatChEwan
David Bouchard

Hi from Saskatchewan!!  Everything 
is winding down in my part of the 
country.  Spraying virtually ended 
the last week of August.  Most of the 
combining is getting done.  Yields are a 
disappointment mostly caused by too wet 
followed by too drought and too much 
heat.  We are combining my son’s canary 
seed.  There is straw for a 40 bushel crop 
but the heads didn’t fill and it is only 
running about 8 bushels per acre.  Earlier 
I rode with one of my customers while he 
was combining rye.  On top of the hills 
the yield monitor was showing 70-80 
bushels per acre.  The lower areas that 
were flooded out were running zero.  The 
field will average about 20 bushels per 
acre.  Everybody is using the combines 
to harvest are also using them as mowers 
to remove the trash so the fields can be 

aLBERta
Shaun kinnibugh

Well the season is coming to an end 
and from what I have heard from others 
around Alberta the season turned out 
to be a pretty good one. We started 
out with a scare of the seed not getting 
in the ground, to a short season of 
spraying with more work than most 
could handle. 

With Alberta’s share of weather 
issues came some opportunities to 
promote our industry once again with 
Aggie Days at the Calgary Exhibition 
grounds and the Calgary Stampede.  
The Calgary Air Museum once again 
arranged the events and asked if the 
4A’s could man the booth and the AG 
Wagon for display. We of course said 
yes. It is a great opportunity for our 
industry.  I would like to send out a 
thank you to the Calgary Air Museum 
for their great efforts to promote 
aviation and our industry as well. They 
show a lot of respect for what we do 
in these aircraft and they go through 
lots of effort to get the aircraft to these 
events. As well, I would like to thank 
everyone involved in manning the 
booth and the aircraft as well.

I was able to attend the Aggie days 
and the response from the young kids 
was great. The best thing was the fact 
that most of the teachers had a lot of 
questions and positive responses as 
well. Not only is it a great place to 
educate the young children but the 
educators who teach these kids as well. 
I believe this will go a long way with 
those who did attend and take interest. 

The response at the Stampede was 
great again. There was, of course, the 
odd individual that knew more than 
everyone else but they at least got to 

PROVINCIAL REPORTS
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summer to go to the cottage and chill. 
You know, like normal people.

Instead I am just getting in from 
the bush after finishing our forestry 
contracts; and when I say just getting 
in, I mean yesterday. I’m still a couple 
of days from getting home. I am not 
sure if it is the weather delaying the 
start of the programs or the reluctance 
of foresters to start spraying with the 
hotter pesticides being used because 
of the added surfactants. The result is 
we are unsuccessfully trying to get our 
programs completed in fall weather 
where production falls off quickly 
because of frost, wind, rain, sleet, 
snow, and all the fun stuff that comes 
with the turn in the weather.

I believe in my last submission I 
said that 2010 may have been the last 
year an airplane was used on a forestry 
herbicide contract in Ontario. I can 
now happily say that I was wrong. 
There was one contract carried out by 
a fixed wing company in the western 
part of the Province although I am not 
so sure it was all good news. Small 
blocks and long ferries certainly 
decreased production and profitability 
on the program. I even see our rotary 
wing production rates falling because 
of the reduced size and increased 
complexity of the blocks. 

On the ag side, it was an interesting 
summer with the late planting due to 
the wet spring. The fungicide run on 
corn happened, but it was pretty late 
and created a conflict with our forestry 
program start dates so we left lots of 
acres on the table. Some fall wheat 
seeding is now being carried out in 
standing bean crops as by the time 
the beans are harvested, and wheat 
is planted germination of the crop 
will be too late for some growers to 
contemplate. It is funny because we 
have used our bucket on fertilizer and 
seeding jobs more this year than the 

last five combined. Next year we may 
not use it at all. It is totally weather 
dependent.

As I am sure I have indicated, in 
Ontario even though a pesticide is 
registered by the PMRA it cannot be used 
in Ontario unless it is scheduled by the 
MOE. They have made many of the new 
generation of products that have entered 
the market a requirement of a permit 
application which usually requires 
weeks to obtain. Ever manufacturers 
were alarmed to hear that we as aerial 
applicators cannot spray products such as 
Matador, or Stratego without obtaining a 
permit. You may as well remove aerial 
application from the label. Looks like 
we will have a major fight on our hands 
to get these regulations changed.  It is 
Ontario’s way of trying to eliminate 
aerial application. Just make the process 

CAAA Fall Board Meeting

The CAAA Board met in Ottawa on October 19-20, 2011 to address 
a variety of issues and topics affecting the aerial application industry.  
The first day agenda included discussions on a national pesticide licence, 
CAP clinics, 2012, 2013 & 2014 AGM locations and programs, common 
practice guidelines, product concerns, the CAAA website and the business 
survey.   On day two, the board met with Mary Mitchell, Director General, 
PMRA Health Canada Environmental Assessment Directorate & Ted 
Kuschnicki, Section Head, Environmental Assessment Directorate. The 
main focus of the meeting was to review the Buffer Zone Calculator and 
discuss the concerns the industry has with its usability in the work place.  
Some issues discussed were the inability to save information, the amount of 
information required, inputting PCP# should provide required information 
and length of time required to use the calculator.  In the afternoon, the 
Board met with Merv Swallow, Civil Aviation Inspector, Transport 
Canada, Commercial Flight Standards and Stephane Demers, Inspector, 
Transport Canada, Airline Standards.  Topics discussed included the SMS, 
overweight exemptions, charges for striking towers & wires, flying farmer 
regulations and revision to the Advisory Circular for Met towers.  The next 
CAAA Board meeting will be held at the NAAA Convention & Tradeshow 
on December 5, 2011.

so burdensome with paperwork no one 
will bother to proceed, or force us to 
work outside the regulations. 

Haven’t had much of an opportunity 
to see how the other ECC members 
made out in their respective provinces 
this summer but I do know that N.B. 
didn’t have a summer, and a contract 
that we had in the forestry sector there 
was like the energizer bunny. It just 
kept on going and going. 

On a good note I didn’t hear of any 
major mishaps although there were 
some wire strike incidents. Fortunately 
no accidents ensued.

Regretfully my submission is 
somewhat shorter than normal but I 
am sure I will make up for it in the next 
newsletter. I look forward to hear how 
everyone else faired this season. Good 
news stories, hopefully. 
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2011 S.a.F.E. analyst training  by Clayton Rempel

Well hello, hello from Denver, 
Colorado! I currently am sitting at the 
airport in Denver in between flights 
and on the way home from the S.A.F.E 
calibration clinics that that were held in 
La Junta, Co. I would like to start by 
thanking CAAA for the support and 
encouragement in my continuing to 
be trained for spray pattern analysis. I 
would like to also send a huge thanks 
out to Caroline Baeker, President of CP 
products who funded a full scholarship 
for me to attend the week long coarse. 
I had the privilege to learn under 
the instruction of Dennis Gardisser, 
Richard Whitney, Scott Bretthauer, 
and Robert Wolf. All were a part of the 
organization, instruction and general 
good flow of the clinic and training that 

sep 29, 2011  
By: rod Nickel

The U.S. federal Environmental 
Protection Agency approved the use of 
Canadian crops such as canola and corn 
in U.S. biofuels Thursday, in a move 
that lifted Canadian canola prices and 
may help the U.S. meet its ambitious 
targets for biofuels.

The EPA’s designation of Canadian 
crops as a renewable biomass will 
allow U.S. biofuel makers to collect tax 
credits for using them, Canola Council 
of Canada president JoAnne Buth said.

“I suspect we will see more canola 
moving into the U.S. now,” Buth said in 
an interview. 

Canola futures on the ICE Futures 
Canada platform closed up 1.9 per cent 
Thursday, exceeding gains in other 
related markets.

Canada becomes the first country 
outside the U.S. to receive approval 

under the EPA’s land use test on an 
aggregate basis, said Ben Evans, 
spokesman for the Missouri-based 
National Biodiesel Board.

That means Canada has provided 
assurances that overall it is not bringing 
more net farm land into production, 
so farmers don’t have to individually 
prove the same thing to qualify under 
the U.S. biodiesel mandate.

The U.S. Congress has set a goal 
of blending 36 billion gallons (136.3 
billion litres) of renewable fuel into 
transportation fuel by 2022 and that 
target is large enough that there’s little 
risk of Canadian crops displacing U.S. 
feedstocks such as soybeans from the 
biodiesel mix, Evans said.

“I don’t think you’ll see a huge 
flood, but a gradual increase” of canola 
entering the U.S. biodiesel industry, 
Evans said in an interview. “It’s a 
positive development.”

In 2010, soybean oil made up half 
of the feedstock used in production of 
U.S. biodiesel, followed by animal fats, 
Evans said.

The U.S. Canola Association 
also supports the decision, said Dale 
Thorenson, the Washington, D.C.-based 
association’s assistant director.

Last year, the EPA placed canola oil 
on an equal footing with soyoil, ruling 
that it emits greenhouse gas levels low 
enough to qualify for the U.S. mandate 
to increase renewable fuel production.

That decision allowed biodiesel 
makers to get credits for using U.S. 
canola, but Canadian crops did not 
qualify.

Canada is the world’s top exporter of 
canola, a rapeseed variant that is used 
mostly for vegetable oil and livestock 
feed. The country is normally a net 
importer of corn.

Canadian crops approved for U.S. biodiesel
Won’t bring more land into farm use, Canada assures EPA

took place in La Junta. The teaching 
and hands on experience I gained from 
this course was well worth the trip.

We had students from the USA, 
Ecuador, Philippines, New Zealand and 
myself from Canada. We had pilots, 
owner/operators, chemical company 
reps, professors, state departments of 
ag, and state pesticide authorities. I 
think I probably learned things from 
nearly every one of these individuals in 
the discussions that took place during 
and after the classroom setting. It was a 
pleasure to share the week with them. I 
think it is important for us to make those 
connections and relationships with 
all bodies that are connected to the ag 
aviation business. We can learn to work 

with each other and better understand 
the system, and rules we must comply 
with. I hope we all see the value gained 
from working with regulators, and 
together with other operators to make a 
positive difference in the future changes 
that will affect us as an industry. 

This trip has made me look even 
more forward to the clinics in Canada 
in spring. Doing this course has shown 
me that there are always things that 
we can do to improve! I look forward 
to working with you all in spring and 
hope that I can be of help. Together we 
can continue to improve the quality of 
our patterns, and continue to uphold a 
fast, reliable, and indispensable way of 
treating crops in Canada! 
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The  annual CAAA Scholarship sponsored by Brouwer 
Claims Canada of $1,000.00 is offered to  students of any age 
pursuing a post-secondary education in Canada.  

The competition is open to the children, grandchildren, 
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law or spouse of any CAAA 
operator or pilot member who maintains an active 
membership with the CAAA.  

To qualify, CAAA membership dues must be current.  

Entrants must be a high school graduate and enrolled in 
continuing education during the year of scholarship award.  

Previous winners are not eligible to compete.

Applications will be accepted from youth of the general 
public providing they are applying under the sponsorship of a 
CAAA Operator or CAAA Pilot Member whose membership 
is in good standing.

The deadline for applications is December 31st.  The 
recipient of the scholarship will be announced at the CAAA 
Convention in February.

The Scholarship Committee will review the applications 
submitted and select one student to receive the scholarship.  

In the event the applications received do not meet all 
criteria or lack outstanding merit, the Scholarship Committee 
reserves the right to not award the scholarship.  

Canadian aerial applicators association Scholarship

The scholarship will be paid upon proof of enrollment and 
completion of the school term. 

The Scholarship Committee will comprise of 
representatives from the four provincial associations and the 
CAAA.    

In the event of a tie amongst the committee, the President 
of the CAAA will cast the tie-breaking vote.

Applicants are required to complete a typed essay about 
you.  Essays are to include:

• Your relationship with the company you are applying under.

• Your education.

• Your hobbies.

• Any school or community activities you have participated in.

• Any volunteer work you have done in your community.

• Your work experience.

• Your goals for the future.

Any other pertinent information about yourself

For more information please contact the CAAA Office.

I’d like to encourage operators 
when winterizing airplanes that it is 
beneficial for you, and also for the 
clinics in spring, that the check valves 
be taken off this fall, cleaned and 
stored in some sort of rust inhibitor 
solution. The booms and the nozzles 
be flushed, cleaned or pressure washed 
thoroughly. This will reduce staining 
and general wear of your nozzles and 
inside booms. For any nozzles that are 
leaking this fall, it may be a good idea 
to order those diaphragms, and seals 
this fall. If you have any questions, 
or any suggestions please drop me 
an email. I would appreciate any 
feedback I can get. You can reach me 
at Claytonrempel@hotmail.com.
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Celebrating 26 Years!

2012 CAAA Conference, Annual 
General Meeting & Trade Show

February 16-18, 2012

The Fairmont Queen Elizabeth, Montreal, Quebec

 The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 
is proud to announce the 26th Conference, Annual 
General Meeting & Trade Show.  Our program for 
2012 consists of re-certification credit sessions and 
special presentations from Pratt & Whitney Canada.  

Registration, sponsorship and exhibitor 
registration forms are available for download at 
http://www.canadianaerialapplicators.com.  Special 
room rates of $149 have been negotiated with the The 
Fairmont Queen Elizabeth.  Call 1-800-441-1414 or 
register online at by January 16, 2012 to receive the 
guaranteed room rate.  Be sure to mention you are 
a Canadian Aerial Applicators Association delegate!  
Go to the CAAA website for online registration code.

Questions?  Please contact Joy at (780) 413-0078 
or events@canadianaerialapplicators.com. 

New this year – You can now register for the 
conference online!

CANADIAN AERIAL APPLICATORS ASSOCIATION
2012 Conference, Annual General Meeting & Trade Show 

February 15-18, 2012
Bienvenue à Montréal !

Montreal is the largest city in the province of Quebec, the 2nd largest city in Canada and the 7th largest 
city in North America.  Originally called Ville-Marie (or “City of Mary”), the name Montreal is taken from 
Mont-Royal, the triple-peaked hill located in the heart of the city.

Statistics Canada identifies the Montreal Metropolitan Area as Canada’s 2nd most populated area with 
an estimated population of nearly 3.9 million on a land area of 4,259 sq. km.  French is the city’s official 
language and is also the language spoken at home by approximately 60% of the population.  More than 
half of the population can speak both English and French.  Montreal is the second largest primarily French-
speaking city in the world, after Paris.  Montreal is a cosmopolitan city. Quebec’s language laws impose 
restrictions on outdoor signs in languages other than French so you will see few signs in English, but in the 
parts of Montreal where most travellers go, services are available in English as well as in French. 

Montreal is has been named consistently as one of the world’s most livable cities, “Canada’s Cultural 
Capital” and “City of Design”.  Modern day Montreal is a significant center of commerce, aerospace, finance, 
pharmaceuticals, technology, design, culture, film and world affairs.

Getting Around Montreal

Pierre Elliott Trudeau International Airport is located 
22 km west of downtown and serves all domestic, U.S. 
and international passenger flights.  Locals, on occasion 
will refer to it as “Dorval Airport”.  Mirabel International 
Airport is located 55 km northwest of downtown and 
no longer services the public.   A taxi ride from the 
downtown area to Trudeau Airport typically costs 
around $40.00.

You Should Know…

The legal drinking age in Quebec is 18 and beer 
and wine can be purchased at grocery stores and many 
corner stores.  Beer and wine can be sold in stores until 
11 p.m. and bars must stop selling alcohol at 3 a.m.

Smoking is not permitted on any form of public 
transit, in restaurants and bars, stores, shopping centres, 
in cinemas, in elevators, in government offices or in 
banks, and inside office buildings. Many buildings have 
cigarette disposal arrangements outside. You must be 18 
years or older to buy tobacco in Quebec.

Thursday, February 16, 2012

11:00 – 1:00 p.m. CAAA Annual General Meeting

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Members only portion of CAAA 
 Annual General Meeting
 Joillet Room
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. CAIR Safety Seminar
 Duluth Room

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Exhibits Open
 Hochelaga Rooms (2-6)

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. IceBreaker: “Gastronomy at Place
 Ville-Marie”
10:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. Hospitality Suite

Saturday, February 18, 2012

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Breakfast with Exhibitors
 Hochelaga Rooms (2-6)

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Pratt & Whitney Panel Session
 Duluth/MacKenzie Room

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch
 Joillet Rooms

1:00 – 3:00 p.m. City Tour

Friday, February 17, 2012

7:30 – 9:00 a.m. CAIR Annual General Meeting 
 & Breakfast
 Saint-Charles & 
 Duluth/MacKenzie Rooms

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Pratt & Whitney Plant Tour
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Awards Luncheon
 Joillet Room

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Exhibits Open
 Hochelaga Rooms (2-6)

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Credit Session
 Duluth/MacKenzie Room

6:30  - 7:00 p.m. Reception
 Foyer

7:00 – 10:30 p.m. Banquet & Auction
 Marquette Room

10:30 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. Hospitality Suite

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

 
Specialists in 

Propellers, Governors & Components 
 
 

Total Support and Maintenance 
to Turbine & Reciprocating Aerial Aircraft 

 
                   

1-800-773-6853 
 

24/7 & AOG Support 
 
 

	  
	  
	  

www.canadianpropeller.com 
 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

NEW 

PROGRAM 

START TIME
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Ag Plane Appears to Have a 
Starring Role in Upcoming  

Disney Picture

The creator of the hugely popular animated 
franchise Cars has spread his wings and come up 
with a new direct-to-video spinoff called Planes in 
which the lead character, Dusty, seems to be a crop 
duster! Check out the official traileron YouTube from 
Walt Disney Studios and decide for yourself. The two 
Cars films have grossed over $1 billion in box office 
revenue worldwide.

Aside from the fact that it will be released on 
DVD and Blu-ray in the spring of 2013, not much 
is known about Planes at this point. In addition to 
the plane’s name, the premise of the movie suggests 
Dusty is indeed a crop duster. According to various 
online accounts, the story revolves around a small-
town plane who dreams of entering an around-the-
world air race. The thing is, he’s afraid of heights. 
The hijinks ensue from there.

CAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confidential source of 
advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA has gathered 
names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially dialogue with 
applicators throughout the season. Below is a list of applicators 
who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact 
information. They are available to speak with any new applicator on 
a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone one of them if you have 
questions or need advice during the season:

Jon Bagley Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Bus: 204-736-2476 Cell: 204-771-1980

Allan Denesowych Bus: 306-786-7007 

Fran de Kock Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent Lange Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

Get the confidential advice you need to help you make the safest decisions.

Crop Duster App from 
the App store available 

for iPod and iPad
It’s Farmin’ Time! 

Help Farmer Fred survive the worst farming disasters 
he’s seen in all his farmin’ years. This year the weeds, 
crows, beetles and gophers think they can spoil his chances 
at a fine harvest! Prove them wrong and take your high-
flying, fast shootin’, water dropping, gopher plugging 
team and fight off those angry critters. 

Meet Dusty, Chopper Dan, Phil the Water Bomber and 
Seeder Steve; The hardest working team of airplanes on 
any farm. Guide them to help out Farmer Fred by seeding, 
dusting, watering and keeping away all the nasty creatures 
that would love to destroy his crop. 

Fight through puzzles, endurance tests, tricky tight 
terrain, and downright critter chaos to survive the first full 
season farming game. 

CAAA 2012  
Membership 

Renewals
The 2012 CAAA Mem-

bership renewals will be 
going out the beginning 
of December.  Please en-
sure that all information is 
correct as the information 
posted on your renewal 
will be the information in-
cluded in the directory.  If 
you have any changes to 
your contact information 
please notify the office at 
 caaa@telusplanet.net.  
New this year – member-
ship renewals can be pro-
cessed online!
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(ALBANY, GA), – Thrush Aircraft celebrated their 
first delivery and flight of the 510P in Argentina on August 
18, 2011.  The 510P was purchased by Sandro and Telma 
Peisino, owner of Yebila Serivicios Agroaereos, ag aviation 
operator in Venado Tuerto, Argentina.

Following the flight, Peisino said, “I don’t believe any 
other manufacturer offers an airplane that can provide such 
maneuverability. The Thrush 510P maintains the highest 
margin of safety and dependability that we demand in our 
operation. There is simply no better aircraft.”

The Thrush 510P is equipped with the robust Pratt & 
Whitney PT6A-34AG, and is flat rated to 750 shp. The 
510P delivers exceptional power for take-off and climb, 
while carrying maximum loads and delivering superior 
spray patterns. The 510P gives an unmatched 29,000 hour 
wing spar life and is the only ag aircraft in production not 
subject to any reoccurring Airworthiness Directives.  

Over 100 agricultural aviators and operators in Argentina 
attended the first flight demonstration to help celebrate the 
maiden voyage and for a chance to see the legendary 510P 
up close. Piloted by Terry Humphrey, Thrush Aircraft’s 
Marketing and Contract Sales Director, the first flight 
showcased the solid performance of the Thrush 510P in 
action; while the 510P was in flight the aviators were able to 
see the load and carry capabilities of the aircraft with a full 
hopper. As well as the dynamic wing design of the Thrush 
510P which delivers an incomparable deposition, swath, and 
penetration of any other agriculture aircraft on the market. 

The demonstration also included a presentation by Thrush 
Aircraft’s President Payne Hughes with an opportunity for 
many aviators to ask questions about the aircraft. 

 “There is a huge demand and market for the 510P 
Thrush in Argentina” expressed Hughes, “and the Thrush 
510P delivers an  exceptional engine combined with 
our legendary 510P airframe that makes it the most 
reliable airplane on the market not only in Argentina but 
worldwide.”

About Thrush Aircraft Company

Headquartered in Albany, Georgia, Thrush Aircraft 
manufactures a full range of aerial application aircraft 
used in agriculture, forestry and fire fighting roles 
worldwide. Founded in 2003, Thrush is well-known for 
building the most durable aircraft in the aerial application 
industry, as well as the best flying – from both pilot and 
operator perspectives. All Thrush models provide superb 
visibility, light control response, and a high degree of 
maneuverability and speed, along with superior efficiency 
and low direct operating costs. Today there are more 
than 2200 Thrush aircraft operating in some 80 countries 
around the world.

Announcement – Thrush Aircraft is proud to announce 
that Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd is the newset authorized 
service and support facility to join the Thrush Aircraft 
Service Network.

thrush aircraft Celebrates First Flight and  
Delivery of 510P in argentina

CAIR Fall Board 
Meeting

The CAIR Board met in 
Winnipeg on October 17, 2011 to 
review the 2011 year.  Financial 
reports were reviewed, claims 
and reinsurance was discussed 
and membership requests were 
debated.   The 2012 CAIR Safety 
Seminar topics were discussed 
and the Board met with Tim Bert, 
Cardinal Investment Managers 
to review current investment 
holdings.



10 CAAA New HorizoNs oCToBer 2011

Faa issues 
Emergency 

aD 

– reprinted from agair Update 

On September 15, 2011, the FAA 
issued Emergency Airworthiness 
Directive (AD) 2011-20-51 for 
owners and operators of Pratt & 
Whitney Canada PT6A-15AG, -27, 
-28, -34, -34AG, -34B and -36 series 
turboprop engines. This emergency 
AD was prompted by failures of 
certain first stage reduction sun 
gears, manufactured by Timken 
Alcor Aerospace Technologies, Inc. 
(TAATI) since February 3, 2010 with 
Part Manufacturer Approval (PMA) 
replacement first stage reduction sun 
gear, part number (P/N) E3024765, 
serial numbers (S/Ns) PC5-091 
through PC5-17 installed. Upon 
receipt of this AD, do not install on 
any airplane, any engine or power 
section module with a TAATI PMA 
replacement first stage reduction sun 
gear with the aforementioned part 
numbers.

These gears are manufactured 
as replacement parts for installation 
in propeller reduction gearbox 
assemblies. About 80 of these sun gears 
are suspect for having a manufacturing 
anomaly. About half of the suspect 
sun gears have already been taken 
out of service. This condition, if not 
corrected, could result in failure of the 
shaft portion of the sun gear, which 
will result in an engine in-flight shut 
down, possible uncontained engine 
failure, aircraft damage, and serious 
injuries.

The FAA is issuing this AD after 
evaluation of all relevant information 
and determined the unsafe condition 
described previously is likely to exist 

or develop in other products of the same 
type design. The FAA has found that the 
risk to the flying public justifies issuing 
this AD on an emergency basis.

This AD requires the removal of 
affected PMA replacement Timken 
Alcor Aerospace

Technologies, Inc. first stage 
reduction sun gear and the interacting 
planet gears, from the propeller 
reduction gearbox assembly, within 15 
operating hours or 15 days after receipt 
of this AD, whichever occurs first.

The Manager, Los Angeles Aircraft 
Certification Office, FAA, has the 
authority to approve Alternative 
Methods of Compliance (AMOC) for 
this AD, if requested using the procedures 
found in 14 CFR 39.19.3 For further 
information about this AD, contact: 
Paul Craig, Aerospace Engineer, Los 
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office, 
FAA, 3960 Paramount Blvd., Suite 100, 
Lakewood, CA 90712; phone: 562-
627-5252; fax: 562-627-5210; e-mail:  
paul.craig@faa.gov.

Self-employed 
wealthier than 

salaried workers, 
StatsCan says

The net worth of Canada’s self-
employed was more than twice that of 
salaried workers in 2009, according to 
a Statistics Canada report.

The median net worth of the self-
employed was $520,000 in 2009, 2.7 
times the median of $195,000 for paid 
employees. StatsCan defines household 
net worth as the difference between 
household assets and liabilities.

As well as higher levels of business 
and financial assets, the self-employed 
also had higher tangible assets, such 
as property, it said. More than half 

of the self-employed were located in 
the wealthiest 25% of households, 
compared with about one-fifth of paid 
employees.

About 2.7 million Canadians were 
self-employed in 2010. Their jobs 
ranged from owners of large businesses 
to part-time service providers.

When it comes to actual net 
income, the self-employed on paper 
fared worse. As a group, they had 
81% of the income of paid employees. 
StatsCan pointed out that this may not 
be a reliable indicator as many business 
owners leave funds in their companies 
as a reserve fund.

At equal income levels, the survey 
found little difference in spending 
patterns between the self-employed 
and the salaried worker.

Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners
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DIAMOND
Bayer Crop Sciences Canada

PLATINUM
BASF

GOLD
Air Tractor Inc.

Dow AgroScience Canada
Perkins Technologies Pty. Ltd.

Syngenta Crop Protection 
Canada Inc.

SILVER
Forest Protection Limited

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

BRONZE
4 AV Fuels

AAAA
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter
Aero Recip

Ag Air Update
Ag Nav

Ag Resource
AgriSmart Information Systems

Arysta
Battlefords Airspray
Brandon Flying Club

Brett Young

BRONZE
Brouwer Claims Canada

C.P. Products
Can Pro Gator Center

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller

CD Aviation Services
Cheminova Canada Ltd.

Conair Group Inc.
Covington Aircraft

Cropdusterparts.com
Dallas Airmotive
Diamond Doors
DuPont Canada

DynaNav Systems Inc.
ECC

Engage Agro
Executive Flight Centre

Ezell Aviation
Farm Credit Canada

Flight Fuels
Focus Industries

GE Aviation
GIS4Ag.com

Grondair
Gustin Aviation

Hemisphere GPS
Hope Aero Propeller & 

Components
Keller Equipment Supply Ltd.

Lancaster Aviation Fuels
Lane Aviation Inc.

BRONZE
Leading Edge Associates LLC

MAAA
ManageWise Inc.

Mid-Continent Corporation
MINT Turbines LLC

Monsanto Canada Inc.
Murray’s Aircraft

Nexus Ag
NuFarm Agriculture Inc.

Oldfield Kirby Esau
Omex Agriculture Inc.

Portage Aircraft Maintenance
PropWorks Propeller Systems 

Inc.
Provincial Airways

SAAA
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Specialized Spray Systems

Thrush
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

Turbines Inc.
United Agri Products Canada 

Inc.
Univar Canada Ltd.

Valent Biosciences Canada Ltd.
West Wind Airspray

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.
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Got Pics!
The CAAA is seeking photos 

of members and their aircrafts 
for use in future publications and 
the CAIR Safety Seminar DVD. 
Kindly forward your pictures to:

caaa@telusplanet.net 
or mail to 
P.O. Box 21085,  
Edmonton,  AB,  T6R 2V4 

(original photos will be scanned 
& returned to you!)

Thank You!

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

BUSINESS

Small commercial aerial spraying operation for 
sale. Good location. Good client base.  Located 
in Manitoba Interlake area near Gimli/Selkirk. 
Contact Ernie at 1-204-257-2835 or  
emonk@mts.net

AIRCRAFT

1969 Cessna 210-J for sale, A/F 3509. Hrs. 
Engine-Continental IO-520 DCJ 1343. Hrs, 
Propeller-McCauley D3A32C-88, 476. Hrs, 
complete with Two Narco MK 12E comm. 
Ils/Vor, Nat Audio controller, GPS TNL2000A, 
King TX 85 ADF, 406 ELT, Transponder Narco 
AT150. Contact David Davies @ 506-446-6930 
or email ddavies@forestprotectionlimited.
com for more information. Asking price 
$79,900 CDN

PARTS, EQPMENT AND SERVICES

Assorted Thrush parts, tail rudder, assorted Air 
Tractor 401 parts; firewall forward parts, etc. 
Contact Ken Kane at (204) 867-3147 or email 
at kenkane@xplornet.com

We have converted our AT401B’s  to Walter 
Turbine engines and therefore have for sale 
the following parts: Propellers- 2 and 3 blade 
Hydromatic, exhaust parts, Firewall forward 
parts, and some instruments.  Please contact 
Ken Kane at 204-867-3147 or e-mail at 
kenkane@xplornet.com.

Ag aircraft parts, services all lines for 56 
years. Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. Hayti, MO 
63851. 1-800-325-0885.

Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts for S2R 
Thrush, Transland spreader new, stainless steel 
spray valve, CP check values, plus numerous 
other parts. Call Joe at  306-738-2024, email: 
javandebv@hotmail.com

AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS.  Even 
though the price has been consistently 
dropping, with new software upgrades (at 
no charge to current owners!) the amazing 
agricultural capabilities of this compact GPS 
continue to expand.  With Fire Nav, you 
can now have real time moving map fire 
fighting data, including bird dogs, air tankers 
and drop locations!  AG-NAV’s customer 
support is still unbeatable.  Call Lloyd at West 
Central Air at 306-882-3830, or AG NAV at 
1-888-66-AGNAV.

Ag operators - got a hangar full of used parts? 
List and sell them at cropdusterparts.com. 
Then find bargains on the equipment you 
actually need. Over 60 new listings are now 
live at cropdusterparts.com!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Aircraft Maintenance Engineers.  Looking for 
(2) AME’s; M1 Radial engine and Agricultural 
experience would be an asset.  Willing to travel 
away from Ontario base operation.  Approx. 
45 days a year.  Salary commensurate with 
experience.  Call Supermarine Aircraft Inc. 
phone: (519) 633-8877, fax: (519) 633-5040, 
E-mail superair@amtelecom.net

OTHER

If anyone has any information, stories or 
photos of the history of aerial application 
in Saskatchewan please contact the SAAA 
(1-877-767-7222) or send in any information  
via email (administration@saaa.ca), fax (306-
545-2031) or mail (P.O. Box 24021, Regina, 
SK, S4P 0J8).




