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By Nelson Almey

to promote a professional, positive image for the operators 
and pilots. Today’s professional aerial applicators are not 
mavericks and dare devils, and are not working in one of 
the deadliest jobs as portrayed in the made for TV series. 
Operators need to be wary when asked to participate in making 
these ‘reality’ shows. Producers of this type of program are 
not interested in portraying people at their best or putting a 
positive spin on our industry. This would not sell their product 
to the network. Participants in such a program will not become 
movie stars or become famous or expand their customer base. 
Participants may also find they have drawn the attention of 
many regulation enforcement agencies. 

Unfortunately, those not involved in Ag aviation may think 
this is the norm for the industry. It is disheartening to know 
that the public’s perception of Ag aviation could be changed 
in a very short time, regardless of all the positive work done 
by our operators and association.

Remember to do a reality check on your operating costs. 
We provide a valuable service to growers with timely and 
accurate application of crop protection products. Running a 
successful, profitable aerial business will keep your growers 
profitable. The industry image rests on the actions of its 
members. Fly safe!

By the time this newsletter arrives, many operators will be 
in the midst of the busy fungicide application run. It seems 
that every season requires a little more time to have all of the 
regulatory requirements, paperwork, and training completed.

The CAAA calibration clinics across the prairie provinces 
in May were a success. Many operators took advantage of 
the expertise provided by Dennis Gardisser. I would like to 
thank the CAAA staff and the volunteer site sponsors for their 
contribution in making the clinics a success.

Our area in Manitoba is experiencing one of the wettest 
springs in the memory of the locals. I cannot remember as wet 
a spring but I trust other folks’ memory better than my own. 
The rain never seems to let up. It has been almost weekly that 
one of our employee’s basements has flooded or another road 
is washed out. 

Application of Monsanto’s Weathermax for pre-seed burn 
off has been popular this season.  Thank you Monsanto for the 
effort in getting the spring aerial registration in 2010. Also, 
for providing training for the application of Weathermax for 
wet spring conditions when ground application is not feasible. 
Many of the aerial operators have been able to provide aerial 
seeding of canola for the many growers that could not travel 
the soggy fields with ground equipment. Grower tensions can 
get high when the stress of the farm calendar looks doomed. 
The diversity of application by aircraft is definitely helping 
growers.

Ours is a high profile industry. I have received many calls 
regarding the reality TV program on aerial application. Most 
folks in our industry, including regulators, after seeing the 
program are aware that this is not how today’s professional 
aerial business is operated. The producers and participants 
in this docudrama have little respect for the Ag aviation 
industry and industry leaders that have worked long and hard 
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People will say there is nothing we can do, 
however  I am sure there is something we 
can do and as a group we can put the pieces 
together and come up with a workable 
direction. 

SaSkatchewan
David Bouchard

Greetings, everyone.  Every year has 
different challenges.  Last year Paul 
O’Carroll’s area Nokomis/Wynyard was 
wet with nobody hardly seeding and this 
year they have everything seeded and are 
now hoping for some rain.  In my area 
of Southeast Saskatchewan most of my 
neighbours haven’t seeded an acre.  I 
normally put in 4500 acres.  I now have 
in 650 acres and 250 of them were done 
by plane.  Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
are playing games with us.  Last year, 
Crop Insurance, told people up North 
that Aerial Seeding wouldn’t be covered.  
Paul had about 4000 of 5000 acres sown 
when Crop Insurance decided that they 
would cover it.  This year people had 
booked approximately 35 quarters for me 
to sow.  One of my neighbours talked to  
Crop Insurance 3 weeks ago and said it 
wouldn’t be covered.  Everyone backed 
out.  Last week Crop Insurance talked to 
the same neighbour and now says it will 
be covered.  I called Crop Insurance and 
asked for a signed policy statement.  The 
reply from our area head was “That will 
never happen.”  But if I would like to send 
a letter he would make sure it would get 
into the right hands.  I am working on it.

All this wet weather is causing some 
safety concerns:

1.  Bugs, mosquitos and aphids are 
so numerous that the windshield of the 
airplane after a load is plastered to the point 
of not being able to see.  One landing I had 
to open the side window to land.  I didn’t 
like that so now I carry a moist towel and 
am able to reach through the window vent 
and scrape a patch to see.

2.  Ducks, mud hens and geese are so 

taking the aerial application world with 
them. We really need to take a hard look 
at what we are doing as operators and what 
they require and ask ourselves “Can our 
industry survive with the new precedent 
set by the new audit system Transport 
Canada is implementing?”.  Do we all 
really understand what Transport Canada 
requires, as out of sight out of mind won’t 
work much longer.

Are your manuals as old as the CAR’s? 
Good luck with things if they are. It is 
going to become a full time job just keeping 
up with them. Next are your Maintenance 
Schedule Approvals and your Maintenance 
Control Manuals. You don’t want to ignore 
them until next year as there could be a 
thirty-day filing and that will consume 
all thirty of those days. You will be doing 
short term, long term, corrective action 
plans and then getting ready for Transport 
Canada to appear to see if you have made 
the changes you said you would and that 
they are working.  I hope this does not 
happen during spray season as no one will 
be able to afford that.

So what did I really take out of that 
course? What I learned was what Transport 
Canada wants and how to get there. Do I 
agree with it? Not at all. It has only taken 
me away from taking care of business. 
So to take care of business I work more 
hours because I have to so I’m legal but 
now I’m not safe in the airplane because 
I’m tired. So I hire a person to take care 
of Q and A. Now my paper work is in line 
and everything is great there. I’m not tired 
and I can take care of business. But I ask 
myself “Am I any safer?” The answer in 
my opinion is no. The reason  is that we 
were always safe. We didn’t need anyone 
to tell me at an audit that we are going 
through too many tires and that we should 
document it and come up with a corrective 
action plan. Instead we just looked at the 
problem and fixed it.

If we keep on the path we are on, we 
may really have a hard time staying alive 
as an industry unless we find an alternative 
to the path we are being guided toward. 

aLBeRta
Shaun kinnibugh

Another day with more rain in Alberta! 
I did not think I would ever hear Southern 
Alberta dryland farmers complain about 
too much moisture. Just wait a couple days 
and the weather will change and it will all 
be normal here again. Then with two weeks 
of no rain - they will be complaining again 
it is too dry.

We have our challenges ahead of us this 
year. The requests are going to come in to 
do herbicide work that normally wouldn’t 
have come in. Yards, sensitive crops, 
organic land and a road will surround the 
fields, with a power line in between these 
areas and “no concern for drift”!  That is 
what the customer will tell you. The stories 
of “whatever will I do if you don’t spray my 
fields” will start. I will feel sorry for them 
and then say - sorry I can’t spray your field.

At times I find that saying no is the 
hardest thing to do.  A lot of these people 
are friends, or long time customers, and 
they really do need help. These people 
usually understand in the long run and 
when they need the aircraft they will call 
again. Even understanding that, it still 
makes it hard to say no - when you know 
they need help. So I remind myself not to 
let their problems become my problem. So 
far it seems to be working.

Alberta’s winter wheat crops are feeling 
disease pressure and the fungicide season 
is well on its way. This is the first year 
in a long time that we are seeding by 
air, and spraying herbicide, insecticide 
and fungicide in the beginning of June. 
Usually herbicide season is in full swing 
and disease pressure is a week or two away.  
This maybe a sign of what is to come – 
probably a long season I believe.

On another note, some operators got 
together in Taber and put on a Quality 
Assurance and Auditing course. It was 
interesting but also frustrating. While I can 
understand the direction Transport Canada 
is taking, I don’t understand why they are 
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numerous.  The geese and mud hens when 
you fly around, stay down. What you have 
to watch out for are the ducks.  Most are 
predictable, some are not.

3.  With it being so wet if you do have 
trouble, where do you land?  The fields are 
so wet that the plane would probably flip 
if you land in an emergency.  The roads 
are mostly wrecked from being wet and 
traffic on them.  The road bans are still in 
effect in our area.  You constantly have to 
be on the lookout for a way out.  All the 
more reason to ferry at a higher altitude.

Keep Safe!  Have a good season!

ManitoBa
kevin Groening

Greetings from Manitoba.  We are back 
on the map with the long awaited arrival 
of the NHL to Manitoba.  This spring 
the big concern was the flooding of the 
Red River which ended up not as bad as 
predicted.  No one was expecting the other 
waterways and overland flooding to be 
so bad, not a good thing when 16” water 
pumps are sold out.  

We had our spring meeting on April 7 
in Portage la Prairie, where we ratified a 
standard operating procedure for aerial 
applications and ground personal.  This 
SOP was the result of members of the 
MAAA and members of the Ag consulting 
industry working together to have some 
guidelines for working in the same field.  
I would like to welcome Darren Spence 
to the executive as Vice President and 
on that note I would like to thank Steve 
Kiansky for his service to the MAAA.  

The weather has definitely been a 
challenge so far, but the people in this 
industry are always finding a way for 
opportunity.  Every spreader from the 
back of the hanger or barn has been pulled 
out and we might not see this much canola 
bean spread on by aircraft in a long time.  
So far spreading has been working well 
overall with many growers having good 
stands.  With crop insurance deadline 
rapidly approaching, millions of acres 
may not get seeded this year.

On the bright side there are still lots of 
acres that are planted in the province and 
looking good.  Commodity prices are high 
and growers are likely to not hold back on 
protecting their crops.  Have a safe and 
profitable season.

Go Jets!

ecc
Paul Zimmer

Greetings from the ECC of the CAAA. 

The ECC held its annual meeting via 
teleconference on May 19th. Logistically 
due to the few members we have and the area 
we cover teleconference seems the most 
efficient way to have our membership in 
attendance. Robert Chenard in preparation 
for his retirement from SOPFIM stepped 
down from the ECC and CAAA Boards. 
We thank Robert for his leadership 
and contribution to both organizations. 
Board representation from Quebec in our 
organization will now be handled by long 
time aerial applicator Benoit Tetreault. The 
ECC Board and membership welcomes 
Benoit’s contribution to our organization.   

I am sure we can all agree that this has 
been one strange spring. April showers 
brought few flowers in May but we did 
get some torrential rains. Although here 
in Ontario we are not as bad off as some 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, or even Quebec 
farmers, we still have some ground not 
planted. Corn acres went to short season 
corn acres, and are now bean acres. Pretty 
soon there won’t be any crop insurance for 
anything going in the ground.

Winter wheat is not normally a big 
revenue generator for us but this year 
we haven’t been able to keep up. First 
is was fertilizer, followed by herbicide 
applications, and now its fungicide. 
Unfortunately once we get this out of the 
way there will be a long lull before these 
late seeded crops are up and needing us 
aerial applicators to help out.

With all the rain, the only crop excelling 
was the mosquito crop and established 
programs have and will be challenged to 

keep these pesky buggers from eating us 
alive.

The old timers have a saying for 
gauging favourable corn growth; “Knee 
High by the 4th of July”. For some this 
year “Knee High to a Grasshopper” 
might be more appropriate on the 4th.  
Yield will definitely be down and many 
growers may not want to put any fungicide 
on to delay the harvest or add to their 
drying bill. Thankfully commodity prices 
are strong.

At the point of writing this, the budworm 
program in Quebec is progressing nicely 
with 10 airplanes working on the North 
Shore of the St. Lawrence. Reductions in 
forest insect populations to historic lows in 
Newfoundland will require only one aircraft 
to complete this summer’s program. Beyond 
that there is very little bug work, a small 
Yellowhead Sawfly program in N.B. and a 
little Forest Tent work in Ontario. 

There seems to be a bit of a resurgence 
in forestry herbicide in Ontario this year 
however much of that is cleaning up 
hectares that were on last years herbicide 
program but were not completed due to 
a late start, early frost and lots of crappy 
weather in between.

For the first time since conifer release 
forestry spraying began in Ontario there 
may be no airplanes spraying herbicides 
in our forests. This last remaining fixed 
wing spraying operation carried out in 
the Kapuskasing region that had been 
in continuous operation since 1954 was 
replaced by a helicopter operation this year. 
Having said that, due to the bump in hectares 
in 2011 there is still some time for this to 
change, and I will be happy to eat my words. 

I have distributed the Met Tower Advisory 
Circular to my crews and reinforced with 
them the need to be extra cautious when 
carrying out our work. The body count is 
climbing steadily in the U.S. because of 
these unlit, unmarked, obstructions.

Finally, work hard but keep safety 
priority one! And for *$#%! sake leave the 
Reality TV antics to the likes of Monster 
Garage, the Kardashians, and the Real 
Housewives of NYC.
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CAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The 
CAAA has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially dialogue with applicators throughout the season. 
Below is a list of applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are 
available to speak with any new applicator on a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone one of them if you have questions 
or need advice during the season:

Jon Bagley Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Bus: 204-736-2476 Cell: 204-771-1980

Allan Denesowych Bus: 306-786-7007  

Fran de Kock Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent Lange Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

Get the confidential advice you need to help you make the safest decisions.
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caaa Members Services
CAAA Bulletin 

The CAAA email bulletin is circulated to 
Corporate, Individual and Allied members 
to keep members current regarding time-
sensitive and urgent material.

CAAA New Horizons Newsletter
Distributed quarterly, the newsletter 
contains informative articles, industry 
perspectives, reminders, plus classified 
advertising.

CAAA Annual Membership Directory
The CAAA Directory is produced annually 
in the spring and contains key contact and 
company information. 

CAAA Annual Wall Planner
The CAAA Wall Planner, (year at a glance), 
contains the important dates to remember.

CAAA Website
The CAAA website is an excellent tool to 
provide information to assist current and 
potential members. Check it out at www.
CanadianAerialApplicators.com.

CAAA Annual Conference & Tradeshow
The CAAA Annual Conference & Tradeshow 
is an educational forum providing members 
with information on safety, new product 
developments, research, governmental 
regulations, and industry trends. License 
re-certification credits are also available for 
attendees.

CAP Clinics
The CAAA provides association supported 
CAP Clinics at numerous locations across 
the prairies.

Business Survey
The Business Survey provides valuable 
industry specific information to assist 
participants with on-going management 
decisions.

Self-Audit
The Self-Audit program provides operators 
with a checklist of regulatory requirements 
and is designed to assist with spring start up.

Classified Advertising
Available to all members in the New 
Horizons newsletter and on the CAAA 
website.

Pilot Registry Program
Assists operators to locate a pilot and pilots 
to find viable permanent and temporary 
employment.

Mentorship Program
The Mentorship Program provides a 
confidential source of advice and mentoring 
to all new applicators.

CAIR & Misapplication Insurance
CAAA membership provides applicators 
an opportunity to apply for both CAIR 
Hull Insurance and CAAA Misapplication 
Insurance through provincial drift insurance 
programs.

For information regarding any of the 
above CAAA services, go to www.
canadianaerialapplicators.com.
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caaa Board of Director interviews

CAAA Board of Directors - 
Outgoing Directors 

The CAAA would like to thank 
Robert Chenard (ECC), Steven Kiansky 
(MB) and Tom Kinniburgh (AB) for 
their time serving as a Director for the 
CAAA. I recently have had the honour 
of asking our outgoing directors about 
their time on the CAAA board of 
Directors:

Caaa: What projects were you 
specifically involved in?

robert Chenard: i was a 
representative of the eastern provinces on 
the board and haven’t been assigned to a 
particular project.

Caaa: What do you consider the 
boards biggest success while you were 
a board member?

robert Chenard: My answer will 
look strange for you but when you have 
to deal with complex issues involving so 
many peoples and agencies, you feel that 
you will never see the end of the problems. 
with time, each issue brings new elements 
like new people, new regulation, new 
perceptions from the public that make 
each case an endless task.

i cannot pinpoint a particular super 
achievement as most of the topics we had 
to debate on are still on the board table.  i 
think that the biggest success of the board 
is that, although most of the directors 
are business competitors, they all, with 
no exception, pull altogether toward the 
goal, the benefit of the members. All of 
them give their time for the benefit of all 
and that’s a big success.

Caaa: What was your biggest 
disappointment?

robert Chenard: My main 
disappointment is that the Board, for many 
years, still have to deal with the issue of 
flying farmers. Lots of efforts have been 
made to reconcile the communities of 
commercial operators and flying farmers. 
unfortunately, with not much success as 

we are still looking at an official and firm 
opinion from Transport Canada. 

Caaa: What do you see as the 
biggest challenge facing the new board 
and the industry as a whole?

robert Chenard: The trend at 
Transport Canada is auto-regulation, and 
sMs is a good example. i worry that some 
members and non-members will keep on 
working on the edge of the rules (security, 
drift, misuse of cpp etc...) and harm the 
business. one day or another, we will pay 
the price for that and it could come from 
the public and not from the regulators.

Caaa: What advice would you give 
to any member interested in joining the 
CAAA Board of Directors?

robert Chenard: Be patient, open 
minded and forget your own interest.

Caaa: What did you learn during 
your term on the board?

robert Chenard: lots of experience 
dealing with operators, as i am not one. 
The issues are different from east to west 
and the experience of each organization 
is of a great help with many problems. i 
am also excited with the professional skill 
of many members and the dedication of 
the members of the board

Caaa: Knowing what you know 
now, would you become a Director 
again?

robert Chenard: yesssss as you 
become aware of many things related to 
this industry, more than if you stay at home 
dealing with the day to day. At the board, 
you feel that you are part of solutions, that 
you can improve something.

CAAA Board of Directors – 
Incoming Directors 

The CAAA would like to welcome 
Shaun Kinniburgh (AB), James Pottage 
(SK), Darren Spence (MB) and Benoit 
Tetreault (ECC) to the CAAA Board of 

Directors.  With new Directors come 
new ideas and fresh energy.  Added to 
the experience already in place on the 
CAAA Board and the members of the 
CAAA are in good hands.  I recently 
asked our new directors about their 
expectations, goals and what they will 
bring to the table:

Caaa: What made you decide to 
join the CAAA board of Directors?

James Pottage: what made me 
want to be a part of the CAAA board of 
directors is the opportunity to be on the 
front lines. i think it is a great opportunity 
to be able to keep abeam of the most 
important industry happenings.  i believe 
it will be a great way to network with the 
membership.  i’m excited to be a part 
of some of the policy making input, and 
lobbying the board does.

Darren spence:   i felt it was about 
time to show more interest and learn more 
about the CAAA.

Benoit tetreault: i was asked by 
robert Chenard as he planned his 
retirement in order to keep Quebec 
represented.  

Caaa: What do you hope to 
achieve in your time on the board?

James Pottage: what i hope to achieve 
at least in the beginning is an education.  
i really want to take this opportunity to 
learn from some of the veteran operators 
that have leant their time to this board.  
Hopefully after sometime i will have some 
valuable input of various issues.

Darren spence:  To start with just to 
learn more of the ropes from my peers!!!

Benoit tetreault: with 28 years as 
an operator, i hope to provide input on 
pesticide regulation issues.  i also would 
like to be involved with PMrA and 
Transport Canada issues such as sMs and 
the overweight exemption.  i am willing to 
invest as much time as needed.  i bring a lot 
of experience with dealing with these issues 
and would like to be further involved.
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Caaa: What do you think that you 
can personally bring to the board?

James Pottage: what i am hoping i 
can bring to the board is a positive and 
open attitude and a willingness to learn.  
i believe i can work hard to achieve some 
of the goals the board has set.

Benoit tetreault: i have over 28 years 
of experience in the ag industry with both 
fixed wing aircraft and helicopters.  I 
also have a background in maintenance.  
Therefore i bring a lot of experience in all 
areas of the industry and am willing to be 
an integral part of helping the association 
with their many dealings.

Caaa: What do you see as 
the biggest challenge to the Aerial 
Application Industry right now?

James Pottage: Primarily i think 
the two main issues facing the Aerial 
Application industry today are public 
awareness and over regulation.

Darren spence:   For myself?  
learning and dealing with Transport 
Canada.

Benoit tetreault:  The biggest 
issues facing us right now are Pesticide 
regulation with Buffer zone, TC issues 
with sMs and the overweight exemption.  
Also, finding young, up and coming, 
pilots to replace the retiring pilots.  
Public perception is always going to be a 
challenge as well as proving to the public 

that our profession is of importance.  
Preventing negative press is also an 
ongoing issue.

Caaa: What issues do you hope to 
see the Board of Directors tackle in the 
upcoming year?

James Pottage: i would like to help 
the board carry on with the Met Tower 
awareness initiative.  in addition i think 
that there could be some more time 
spent preparing our industry for sMs, 
understanding turbine engine TBo’s, 
and initiatives to help new operators get 
started in a commercial operations.

Benoit tetreault: Transport Canada 
issues. Convincing  manufacturing 
companies to include aerial application 
on product labels.  increasing public 
awareness on a professional level.

Caaa: Where do you see the 
CAAA in 5 years? 10 years?

James Pottage: in 5 – 10 years i see the 
CAAA much the same as it is today.  i feel 
there would/should be a lot of new faces 
and i hope operators really encourage 
their pilots to join the membership and 
be a part of the association.  it is my 
understanding that every year the voice 
of the CAAA grows stronger with our 
industry regulators and i hope that will 
continue.

Benoit tetreault:  At least as strong 
as it is now, hopefully stronger.  i hope 
to have stronger communications with 
TC and other government agencies 
such as the PMrA. staying strong and 
united.  Making sure the association is all 
pushing in the same direction.  Maintain 
a strong professional image.  image 
misconceptions will not get any easier, 
unfortunately.  weather patterns will 
make our industry even more important 
with farmers relying on aerial application 
more than ever before. 

Caaa: what advice would you give 
to an individual interested in becoming an 
aerial applicator today?

James Pottage:  My advice to 
someone interested in becoming an Aerial 
Applicator is first and foremost to get 
training.  i would tell them that it is a very 
rewarding and exciting career choice.  i 
would explain the benefits of membership 
and the insurance programs that exist for 
us.  i would try and stress that they can 
always ask questions, and there are so 
many members out there that are willing 
to help.

Darren spence:  To work hard and 
learn as much as a person can from some 
of the older members who have seen 
and been through so much over the past 
years!!!!!!

Benoit tetreault:  Education, first 
and foremost.  Get a strong education on 
all the ins and outs of ag aviation.  Pilots 
need to be professional, do a good job, 
and make no mistakes.  Taking advantage 
of the CAAA Mentoring program is a 
benefit to all young pilots.  Work hard 
and stay professional.  Do not forget 
that maintenance and experience is very 
important.  
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2011 CAP CLINICS

Good’ay from tropical Southern Manitoba. Ok 
maybe not tropical, but we have had our fair share 

of moisture here. Some area’s a lot more than others, 
which has led to an abnormal amount of Canola being 
applied by air. Abnormal or not I understand there has been 
a few operators across the prairies who have gotten a good 
jump on the season with these seeding jobs and we are 
continuing to hear of good results where harrowing has 
followed the application. 

Well, calibration clinics for 2011 are done and gone. 
Dennis Gardisser, Richard Whitney, and myself completed 
the clinics in 8 days. Without the experience and expertise 
of Dennis and Richard, I don’t believe we could have 
moved through all the locations and aircraft as quick as we 
did. Even though the wind wanted to blow and it seemed 
that it often was on the verge of rain we still managed 
to run an extra 2 or 3 airplanes through some locations 
compared to what was on the schedule. I believe there is 
only a couple airplanes left to do, which I will follow up on 
and complete this spring. 

At the end of September this year I will be attending a 
S.A.F.E workshop in Colorado.  Dr. Gardisser, as well as 
Mr. Whitney, and other experts will instruct the week long 
course. It will teach me how to use different equipment, 
and other resources to better understand aircraft calibration 
and ways to get that optimum pattern we look for. 

Thanks to all who helped make the clinics this year 
happen! Any suggestions, or comments or things we can 
do differently are all much appreciated. I wish you all a 
Safe and Productive season. Have fun out there!

By Clayton rempel

The 2011 Calibration (CAP) Clinics are now complete 
and were a tremendous success.   Dr. Dennis 

Gardisser, Analyst and Clayton Rempel, Clinic Assistant 
conducted clinics at the locations listed below.  We also had 
the privilege of having Dr. Richard Whitney of WRK of 
Arkansas attend the clinics.

Taber, Alberta:  May 17th 
North Battleford, saskatchewan:  May 18th 

Moose jaw, saskatchewan:  May 19th
yorkton, saskatchewan:  May 19th
Minnedosa, Manitoba:  May 20th 

Morden, Manitoba:  May 20th 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba:  May 20th 

lac du Bonnet, Manitoba:  May 23rd

Over nine days and 5,000 km (2,200 miles) of travel, 
calibration of 31 aircraft took place (6-Taber, 5-North 
Battleford, 5-Moose Jaw, 1-Yorkton, 5-Minnedosa, 
3-Morden, 2-Portage la Prairie and 4-Lac du Bonnet).  
Weather conditions were favorable for the duration of the 
week with the exception of May 22nd when inclement 
weather forced a much deserved break in the schedule.  

Support from the 2011 CAP Clinic hosts and sponsors 
was paramount to the success of the clinics and the generous 
contributions made are appreciated.

2011 HOSTS
Tom & shaun Kinniburgh:  Kinniburgh spray service

Fran de Kock:  Battlefords Airspray
james Pottage:  Provincial Airways

Michael yaholnitsky:  MiCCAr Aerial ltd.
Ken Kane:  Ken Kane Aerial spray (1988) ltd.

john Bodie:  jonair (1988) ltd.
Duane & Dennis Dick:  Phoenix Air spray ltd.

Paul Gibson:  Provincial Helicopters ltd.

2011 SPONSORS
4 Av Fuels

Air Tractor inc.
Dow Agrosciences Canada inc
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2011 CAP CLINICS

caP clinic Summary 2011 
 Dennis R. Gardisser, WRK

I’m sure everyone has heard the 
description of a whirlwind. That is sort 
of what it felt like doing this year’s 
CAP clinics.  This year’s technicians 
were myself, Clayton Rempel, and 
Dr. Richard Whitney “Dick”.  Dick 
was just going to tag along to see the 
countryside, but he was a tremendous 
help to Clayton and I to keep the 
scheduled pace for the clinics.  Dick 
and I arrived in Calgary on Monday, 
May 16th, and the clinics started in 
Taber on Tuesday, May 17th. We 
returned to the states on the following 
Tuesday after calibrating 30 aircraft 
in nine locations and about 4000 km. 
The busiest day was Friday, May 
20th, where we calibrated a total of 
10 aircraft with clinics in Minnedosa, 
Portage la Prairie, and Morden. The 
longest day was on Tuesday, May 
17th, where weather delayed activities 
until late in the day and then we had 
an all-night drive to make a morning 
workshop in North Battleford. We 
got a little behind on the schedule 
late in the week and the location was 
changed to Morden, creating a bit of 
confusion.  Rain hampered progress 
over the weekend, but let Clayton and 
I catch up on a bit of paperwork.

I can’t say enough thanks to the 
hosts and related industry support in 

each location.  It was very nice to have 
folks like Dow AgroSciences Canada 
Inc., Syngenta Crop Protection 
Canada, Inc., and Bayer CropScience 
Canada Inc. come in with meals 
for busy crews. Everyone was very 
helpful and made the experience a 
very pleasant one. Darren Spence gets 
the award for the most enthusiasm 
with his new Thrush aircraft.  It was 
great to visit Fran de Koch’s crew at 
the school again this year. I will have 
to say that the Canadian group is very 
fortunate to have this facility available 
for training. 

This is my third year for the CAP 
clinics and as a whole, I think the 
equipment and patterns are the best 
this year as any I have done. There 
is still a bit of what I would call 
“winterites”, not sure this is a real 
word, evident in several of the aircraft 
tested. This being that this may be the 
first time they’ve had water this year 
and it takes a bit to get all the kinks, 
flow inconsistences, worked out. 
We did a preliminary check on most 
aircraft before hanging the calibration 
containers on each nozzle. It was really 
obvious in several cases that the flow 
rate of some nozzles would be much 
lower or need some type of tweaking 
to meet the required uniformity.

Droplet spectrums and application 
uniformity are essential in all 
pesticide applications. This program 
will definitely be an asset to help those 
that participated meet the regulatory 
requirements, but maybe more 
importantly – be able to provide the 
best service possible to the consumers. 

General tips:

1. Visually check tip flows often 
and recalibrate as needed.

2. Maintain minimum application 
heights of 25% of wingspan for 
fixed wing and 40% of rotor 
diameter for helicopters.

3. Maintain a boom pressure of 30 
psi minimum.

4. Utilize models to ensure that 
droplet spectrums are in the 
desired range.

5. Keep accurate and complete 
records of all applications.

6. Fly safe – leave that little margin 
that will allow you to avoid a life 
changing catastrophy!

Note: Thanks again to the CAAA staff 
for all their assistance and coordination 
efforts.

All photos courtesy of Clayton rempel
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Fly Safe Campaign
P A A S S

PROFESSIONAL AERIAL APPLICATORS 
SUPPORT SYSTEM

NAAREF began a safety program in 2002 called 
“Fly Safe in July” in which safety reminders were 
faxed to operators and pilots on Monday mornings 
throughout July, which was historically the peak 
month for ag accidents. Since then, the popular Fly 
Safe messages have increased in frequency. In addition 
to every Monday in July, these important safety alerts 
are sent every other Monday in April, May, June 
and August and whenever aviation activity warrants 
additional safety reminders. 

MAINTAIN ACCIDENT AWARENESS 
Don’t become a statistic!

SPONTANEITY CAN BE DISASTEROUS

In a recent phone call with former ag pilot and aerobatic 
champion, Wayne Handley, the topic turned to the 
observation of how a number of ground impact accidents 
in recent years involve ag aircraft with an empty or nearly 
empty hopper. The popular saying is that an accident 
happens when a pilot runs out of altitude, airspeed and 
experience – all at the same time. While it may be true, 
what made this happen?

Have these accidents occurred because the pilot was 
too confident of his mastery of the airplane? Think of how 
many motorcycle riders kiss the pavement as soon as they 
begin to feel that they have mastered the machine. There 
can be a tendency to exceed the aircraft’s and one’s own 
limitations when the airplane is light, the air is smooth, 
and a feeling of flying euphoria takes over. This lack of 
judgment is multiplied by the “watch this” tendency when 
others are observing.

Today’s high-powered turbine aircraft are capable of 
being flown into an attitude that even the best of pilots 
can’t recover from without significant loss of altitude! 
Now attempt the same recovery near the ground. The 
results will probably be fatal!

The bottom line is that everyone should plan their 
actions and follow that plan. Spontaneous actions are the 
catalysts that get many pilots into trouble. 
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More Effective
Than a Windshield

bayercropscience.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative.
Always read and follow label directions. Decis® is a registered trademark of Bayer. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada.

04/09-10032-03

Decis® provides fast, effective control 
of a wide range of insects, including 
grasshoppers, flea beetles, diamondback 
moths, cutworms and Bertha armyworms. 
Decis is registered for aerial application, 
and is eligible for BayerValue savings of 
$1.00 per acre.

WEATHER & CROSS COUNTRY FLYING 

Earlier this month, a pilot returning home from a fire 
contract was fatally injured in the crash of a restricted 
category ag aircraft. Early reports from the scene indicate 
that bad weather may have been a factor. Over the past 
decade, we have had too many incidents and accidents 
while ferrying - several of which were fatal.

A thorough review of the skills learned in basic flight 
training is called for. Don’t let the fact that you have a GPS 
allow you to become lazy. The requirement for pre-flight 
planning is still important. A current chart is necessary to 
identify the airspace through which you will be traveling, 
especially near busier airports or restricted areas. A check 
with flight service will update you on the location and 
valid time of TFRs. Calculate fuel endurance and don’t try 
to stretch your range. Remember, the only time you have 
too much fuel is when you are on fire!

Last, but far from least, is a good weather briefing. The 
desire to get home or to the next assignment may cause a 
pilot to consider “scud-running”. Ag pilots are accustomed 
to flying at low altitudes and in poor visibilities but not 
over unknown terrain in an unfamiliar area! Land and wait 
for better weather and live to fly another day!

Emergency Registration of aerial 
application of Centurion EC 
Herbicide,  Reg. No. 27598

PMRA has granted the Emergency Registration 
for the aerial application of Centurion herbicide 
for the control of labeled weeds in canola, 
flax, field peas, dry bean, soybean, lentils, 
chickpeas, potatoes, sunflowers, and mustard in 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta. 

If you didn’t receive the email from the 
CAAA on Friday June 17 which included the 
signed letter, certificate and revised labels please 
contact the CAAA office and a copy can be 
emailed or faxed to you.
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U.S. farmers face uncertainty  
of cwB deregulation

Jun 9, 2011 12:01 
By: Phil Franz-warkentin
Commodity News service 
Canada 

The expected end of the Canadian 
Wheat Board’s single-desk marketing 
powers for western Canadian wheat, 
durum, and barley in 2012 will likely 
lead to some adjustments in the flow of 
grain between Canada and the United 
States.

Such a move could create some 
uncertainty for U.S. farmers who could 
soon face increased competition from 
Canadian grain at U.S. elevators.

The Canadian government has 
confirmed its intentions to move forward 
with plans to end the CWB’s monopoly 
on the marketing of western Canadian 
wheat and barley, with legislation set 
to be introduced this fall in order to be 
implemented in time for the 2012-13 
crop year beginning Aug. 1, 2012.

“We support a free and open market 
system, and in general we would 
obviously support the monopoly going 
away,” said Erica Olson of the North 
Dakota Wheat Commission on the 
expected end of the CWB’s single desk 
system.

However, she noted, some U.S. 
producers along the Canadian border had 
expressed concern over the possibility 
of increased Canadian deliveries at U.S. 
elevators.

Canadian farmers in favour of doing 
away with the CWB’s single-desk 
marketing powers often point to U.S. 
spot elevator prices across the border 
that can sometimes be much higher 
than the pooled returns provided by the 
CWB.

“similar prices”

For U.S. growers along the border, 
the concern is that without the CWB, a 
resulting increase in Canadian deliveries 
to U.S. elevators will cause local prices 
to decline.

The Minneapolis Grain Exchange 
hard red spring wheat index, which 
provides an average of wheat prices at 
357 elevators across the northern U.S., 
is currently sitting at around US$11.15 
per bushel.

An elevator in Bottineau, N.D., just 
over the Manitoba border, is currently 
offering a spot price of US$11.35 per 
bushel for hard red spring wheat, 13.5 
per cent protein.

By comparison, pricing opportunities 
offered through the CWB work out to 
about C$7.90 per bushel (US$8.06) for 
that same wheat in southern Manitoba, 
according to market participants.

“We would hope that the marketing 
system in Canada would be able to 
handle it and give similar prices to their 
producers,” said Olson, adding that 
“over time, the market will adjust itself.”

Bill Wilson, a professor at North 
Dakota State University’s department 
of agribusiness and applied economics, 
has conducted research on what the end 
of the CWB’s monopoly powers would 
mean for the U.S. wheat market. He 
estimated U.S. elevators would draw 
Canadian grain from up to 100 miles 
from the border.

From a pricing standpoint, he said, 
the increase in cross-border flows could 
lead to a number of adjustments in the 
market, including an increase in U.S. 
handling margins or railcar premiums.

On the other side, Canadian handling 
margins could go down, as elevators 
on the Canadian side of the border will 
want to prevent loss of business to the 
U.S., Wilson added.

There remain a number of unknown 
variables as to what the end of the CWB 
single desk will mean for the North 
American wheat market as a whole, 
Wilson said. He pointed to the CWB’s 
current role in railcar allocation as one 
such variable that will see changes under 
a new Canadian system.
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Canola Watch: Spraying tips, Aerial weed control, Seedling disease
reprinted in part from saskCanola

spraying tips for 2011 
With challenging spray conditions, including crop and weeds weakened by frost and cool weather, growers need to 
consider steps to improve herbicide performance and limit crop damage. These steps will be different for each herbicide, 
so pay attention to product label instructions and restrictions.

timely spray is more important than nozzle choice. AAFC research showed that spraying 7 days after crop emergence 
generated higher yields than spraying 17 days after emergence, no matter the droplet size. Using a low drift nozzle early was 
better than waiting longer for a relatively calm day to use a finer spray.

Glyphosate is suited to low drift (coarse droplets) sprays, but remember that at the low water volumes that favour 
glyphosate, coarse sprays may not provide enough droplets per square inch. A combination of coarse spray and low (but not 
ultra low) water volume is best to make sure you get droplets on even the smallest weeds.

liberty needs at least 10 gallons per acre. With coarse droplets, higher water volumes are needed to maintain efficacy. 

Keep your boom low to reduce drift, but make sure to use a nozzle with a fan angle to provide 100% overlap at low 
heights. Spray from one nozzle should reach to the middle of the spray pattern of the adjacent nozzle.

Calm early mornings can actually increase spray drift damage. The spray can hang in the air, making it impossible 
to predict when and where it will settle. This dense cloud can do a lot of damage to a neighbor’s crop or yardsite. Bright 
sunny days with some wind are ideal times to spray to minimize drift damage. 

aerial options for weed control. Weeds are getting out of control on some unseeded and seeded fields too wet for the 
ground sprayer. This is especially true on fields that didn’t get a pre-seed burnoff. Aerial spraying may be the best option 
even at this early stage of the crop. Here are the options for aerial herbicide application in canola:

• Roundup WeatherMax is the only glyphosate registered for aerial application at this crop stage, but use is subject 
to certain conditions which are outlined in detail on the label. (Many others are registered for pre-harvest.) 
WeatherMax is also the only glyphosate registered for aerial application on unseeded fields.

• Liberty (glufosinate) is registered for aerial application at this stage. Remember, Liberty works best at higher water 
volumes.

• None of the Clearfield herbicide system products are registered for aerial application on Clearfield canola.

• Poast and Assure II have aerial labels.

• An emergency use registration for Centurion application by aircraft has been  granted in certain areas.

Benefits of aerial application: In many regions, weeds are ahead of the crop. In other cases, fields are unseeded but 
growers want to control the weeds before they get too big and start to set seed. If that’s the case and fields are too wet for 
the sprayer, then aerial spraying may pay off. Aerial spraying also avoids wear and tear on sprayers and on the field when 
conditions are wet. Under these very wet conditions, ground sprayers can leave deeps ruts to contend with in subsequent 
spray applications and at harvest, while destroying the crop in those tracks. And getting a sprayer unstuck can be a long, 
messy job.

Downsides to aerial application: Buffer zone requirements for aerial application are substantially further from sensitive 
habitats than buffers for ground application. For Liberty, for example, the buffer zone for aerial application is 30 metres 
from non-target plants and animals compared to a 1 metre buffer for ground application. Aerial application also represents 
another cost for a crop that does not have the profit potential it had before the delays and the moisture stress. On that note, in 
very wet conditions, growers should make sure the crop has recovered before stacking on the extra expense of aerial weed 
control.
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Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 PartnersJun 14, 2011  

By: rod Nickel 
winnipeg | reuters  
reprinted from the albertaFarmer express 

Canada’s Prairie crop belt will produce less wheat and more 
barley this year, with excessive moisture in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan limiting the projected harvest, the 
Canadian Wheat Board said on Tuesday in its first 
forecast of the year for the region.

Flooding will hit the world’s biggest spring wheat and 
durum exporter for the second straight year, shrinking 
spring wheat acres to their second-lowest level since 
1971, the board said.

Farmers will be unable to plant six million to eight 
million acres of all crops, the board said, down from 
about 10 million a year ago but still relatively high.

Quality of crops may also be a problem. Bruce 
Burnett, the CWB’s director of weather and market 
analysis, said he has “serious concerns” about frost in 
autumn damaging immature crops.

Western Canada’s spring wheat production is 
especially crucial this year, with parts of the northern U.S. 
Plains flooded, the U.S. winter wheat crop shrivelled by 
drought and global stocks of top-quality milling wheat 
tight.

Farmers on the Canadian Prairies are expected to 
produce 20.3 million tonnes of all wheat, 3.8 million 
tonnes of durum and 7.7 million tonnes of barley, the 
CWB said here at its annual crop industry briefing in 
Winnipeg.

“Many farmers in the wettest areas have planted next 
to nothing this spring, while others are watching their 
newly emerged crops drown. This is occurring at a time 
when grain prices are extremely high, adding insult to 
injury,” said Burnett.

The CWB projected bigger seeded area for most of 
the crops it handles, as farmers struggle to recover from 
more disastrous flooding a year ago.

All-wheat acres will climb to 20.35 million from 
19.97 million last year and include 15.92 million acres of 

wet conditions hit size of Prairie 
wheat crop: cwB

spring wheat (16.21 million last year) and 4.01 million 
acres of durum (3.15 million in 2010).

Barley acres will rise to 6.66 million from 6.42 
million. Maltsters and brewers are eager to see a bigger, 
better-quality barley crop in Western Canada this year 
to ease tight stocks of malting barley that are likely to 
raise beer prices next year.

The board’s planting numbers are lower than those 
Statistics Canada projected in late April, based on a 
farmer survey conducted before all snow had melted.

Statistics Canada will release its first crop production 
estimates for the country on June 23.

The CWB gave its last crop estimates -- for Canada, 
not just Western Canada -- in February, when it forecast 
a small increase in all-wheat production and a 10 per 
cent boost to the barley harvest.

The CP Products Company, in celebration of its 
20 years in business, is offering 10 scholarships 
for the Operation S.A.F.E. Training Workshop 
being offered September 26-30, 2011 in La 
Junta, Colorado. Successful graduates of the 
program will be recommended to NAAREF 
for certification as either S.A.F.E. Analyst or 
Technicians.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to CAAA Member Clayton 
Rempel who is the 2011 recipient of the S.A.F.E. 
Analyst Training Scholarship generously 
sponsored by CP Products Company!

SPeciaL  
annoUnceMent
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DIAMOND
Bayer Crop Sciences Canada

PLATINUM
BASF

GOLD
Air Tractor Inc.

Dow AgroScience Canada
Perkins Technologies Pty. Ltd.

Syngenta Crop Protection 
Canada Inc.

SILVER
Forest Protection Limited

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

BRONZE
4 AV Fuels

AAAA
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter
Aero Recip

Ag Air Update
Ag Nav

Ag Resource
AgriSmart Information Systems

Arysta
Battlefords Airspray
Brandon Flying Club

Brett Young

BRONZE
Brouwer Claims Canada

C.P. Products
Can Pro Gator Center

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller

CD Aviation Services
Cheminova Canada Ltd.

Conair Group Inc.
Covington Aircraft

Cropdusterparts.com
Dallas Airmotive
Diamond Doors
DuPont Canada

DynaNav Systems Inc.
ECC

Engage Agro
Executive Flight Centre

Ezell Aviation
Farm Credit Canada

Flight Fuels
Focus Industries

GE Aviation
GIS4Ag.com

Grondair
Gustin Aviation

Hemisphere GPS
Hope Aero Propeller & 

Components
Keller Equipment Supply Ltd.

Lancaster Aviation Fuels
Lane Aviation Inc.

BRONZE
Leading Edge Associates LLC

MAAA
ManageWise Inc.

Mid-Continent Corporation
MINT Turbines LLC

Monsanto Canada Inc.
Murray’s Aircraft

Nexus Ag
NuFarm Agriculture Inc.

Oldfield Kirby Esau
Omex Agriculture Inc.

Portage Aircraft Maintenance
PropWorks Propeller Systems 

Inc.
Provincial Airways

SAAA
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Specialized Spray Systems

Thrush
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

Turbines Inc.
United Agri Products Canada 

Inc.
Univar Canada Ltd.

Valent Biosciences Canada Ltd.
West Wind Airspray

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.



16 CAAA New HorizoNs july 2011

Got Pics!
The CAAA is seeking photos of 

members and their aircrafts for use 
in future publications and the CAIR 
Safety Seminar DVD. Kindly forward 
your pictures to:

caaa@telusplanet.net 
or mail to 
P.O. Box 21085,  
Edmonton,  AB,  T6R 2V4 

(original photos will be scanned & 
returned to you!)

Thank You!

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

BUSINESS

Small commercial operation for sale. Good 
location. Good client base.  Located in 
Manitoba Interlake area near Gimli/Selkirk. 
Contact Ernie at 1-204-257-2835 or  
emonk@mts.net

AIRCRAFT

1997 AT 401B 2985 T.T.S.N.  178 T.T. engine 
Covington overhaul.  Prop T.T. 492 110 since 
repair.  A/C, m3 satloc with Flow control, cp 
nozzles, smoker, flagger, Right Boom shut off.  
Please contact John at 204-857-4151.

1969 Cessna 210-J for sale, A/F 3509. Hrs. 
Engine-Continental IO-520 DCJ 1343. Hrs, 
Propeller-McCauley D3A32C-88, 476. Hrs, 
complete with Two Narco MK 12E comm. Ils/
Vor, Nat Audio controller, GPS TNL2000A, King 
TX 85 ADF, 406 ELT, Transponder Narco AT150. 
Contact David Davies @ 506-446-6930 or 
email ddavies@forestprotectionlimited.com for 
more information. Asking price $79,900 CDN

PARTS, EQPMENT AND SERVICES

Assorted Thrush parts, tail rudder, assorted Air 
Tractor 401 parts; firewall forward parts, etc. 
Contact Ken Kane at (204) 867-3147 or email 
at kenkane@xplornet.com

We have converted our AT401B’s  to Walter 
Turbine engines and therefore have for sale 
the following parts: Propellers- 2 and 3 blade 
Hydromatic, exhaust parts, Firewall forward 
parts, and some instruments.  Please contact 
Ken Kane at 204-867-3147 or e-mail at 
kenkane@xplornet.com.

Ag aircraft parts, services all lines for 56 
years. Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. Hayti, MO 
63851. 1-800-325-0885.

Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts for S2R 
Thrush, Transland spreader new, stainless steel 
spray valve, CP check values, plus numerous 
other parts. Call Joe at  306-738-2024, email: 
javandebv@hotmail.com

AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS.  Even 
though the price has been consistently 
dropping, with new software upgrades (at 
no charge to current owners!) the amazing 
agricultural capabilities of this compact GPS 
continue to expand.  With Fire Nav, you 
can now have real time moving map fire 
fighting data, including bird dogs, air tankers 
and drop locations!  AG-NAV’s customer 
support is still unbeatable.  Call Lloyd at West 
Central Air at 306-882-3830, or AG NAV at 
1-888-66-AGNAV.

Ag operators - got a hangar full of used parts? 
List and sell them at cropdusterparts.com. 
Then find bargains on the equipment you 
actually need. Over 60 new listings are now 
live at cropdusterparts.com!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Experienced Air Tractor 502 pilot required for 
the 2011 season. Please submit resume to: Eagle 
Agro Service,Box 806, Neepawa. Mb.R0J 1H0 
or fax 204-476-5799, E-mail nelson.eagleagro@
inetlink.ca

Aircraft Maintenance Engineers.  Looking for 
(2) AME’s; M1 Radial engine and Agricultural 
experience would be an asset.  Willing to travel 
away from Ontario base operation.  Approx. 
45 days a year.  Salary commensurate with 
experience.  Call Supermarine Aircraft Inc. 
phone: (519) 633-8877, fax: (519) 633-5040, 
E-mail superair@amtelecom.net

OTHER

If anyone has any information, stories or 
photos of the history of aerial application 
in Saskatchewan please contact the SAAA 
(1-877-767-7222) or send in any information  
via email (administration@saaa.ca), fax (306-
545-2031) or mail (P.O. Box 24021, Regina, 
SK, S4P 0J8).


