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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

By Nelson Almey

An important part of our industry is informing the 
public of aerial applicator professionalism. Every year 
we have our local grade one students do a tour of our 
airport operation. We have almost as many questions 
from the parents as the children. Educating the adults 
is as important as educating the children. These type of 
tours go a long way toward communicating to the local 
community all the facets required to professionally 
apply crop protection products. I encourage everyone to 
become proactive in promoting aerial application.

Our area has experienced one of the wettest falls and 
winters in recent years. It has been a long winter and an 
early spring would be welcome. Plan ahead to have a 
safe and profitable season.

Congratulations and thanks to Jill Lane and staff 
for organizing, and to Manitoba for hosting, a great 
convention and trade show at the Fairmont Hotel in 
Winnipeg. The sessions were well attended and support 
at the auction fundraiser was again phenomenal. We 
thank our members, as well as the allied industry, for 
their support.

All the members of the CAAA owe a great debt of 
gratitude to Peter Hansen, our past president. Under 
Peter’s direction the board worked as a team to handle 
the issues at hand.

It is an honor to be given the opportunity to serve 
as the CAAA president. A great amount of work has 
been done by past presidents and past directors. I am 
committed to maintaining the high standard set by my 
predecessors. I encourage members to call or email me 
to bring forward any ideas or concerns.

Items currently being dealt with by the CAAA are 
Met tower markings, overweight exemptions, Standard 
Operating Procedures for aerial application and the 
PMRA buffer zone calculator program. These are 
ongoing issues that we are working to resolve.

Aircraft calibration is an important step in maintaining 
a professional aerial application industry. The CAAA 
spray clinics we stage across the prairie provinces with 
Dennis Gardisser will continue this season. The last two 
weeks of May are the slotted time frame. Book early at 
a location nearest your base. Calibration day may be one 
of your best returns on investment and an opportunity to 
network with fellow operators.
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this.  If you want your eyes opened, I 
suggest you read this book.  It would 
also help in our arguments against urban 
sprawl, wind farms and loss of productive 
farmland.  It has a lot of good ideas that 
will be implemented too late.

I would like to conclude this with 
a quote named ‘Being Valued’ from a 
newsletter – 

Cause others to believe that they are 
valued, and you will be sought.

Cause others to believe that they are of 
no value and you will be fought.

Cause neither belief to occur and you 
will be naught.

MANITOBA
Steven Kiansky

Hello from Manitoba.  As we patiently 
wait for spring to arrive, everyone is glued 
to the weather forecast.  How bad is the 
fl ood going to be?  Like 1997’s fl ood of the 
century?  Or as bad as the 60’s, 70’s. One 
grower told me he predicts a fl ood similar 
to the one on 1902, I had to chuckle at that 
one, like I’d remember.

The CAAA convention held in Winnipeg 
was well attended, and as always an 
excellent event.  I would like to thank Jill 
and her team who worked tirelessly to 
ensure the success it continues to be.  A 
special thanks to all of our sponsors for 
without their continuing support we most 
certainly could not provide such quality 
events.

With commodities strong, growers and 
applicators alike are optimistically looking 
forward to another good season, now all 
we need is mother nature to cooperate.  As 
we continue to get our equipment ready 
for the up coming season, I encourage 
every commercial operator to review their 
manuals.  It has come to my attention that 
the powers that be are on a mission to 
inspect our MCM, AMS, and our AOC’s, 
in the near future.  If you are still operating 
one of the old CAAA versions of these 

put some money towards something in the 
airport. It may be a donation to the fl ying 
club or maybe something for the local 
terminal. We know most of these towns or 
counties are having a tough time justifying 
the expense of keeping it open. We need 
these facilities and once they are gone they 
are gone.

 On another note congrats to everyone 
involved with the CAAA as well as all 
others who helped get Transport Canada 
to issue the Advisory Circulatory regarding 
the MET Towers. This should get the 
markings that they should have on them. 
It is great to see this when people ask what 
does the association do for me?

 Other than that things are looking 
good here. The moisture levels are high, 
commodity prices are good and the 
airplanes are ready to go. Now if we could 
do something about fuel pricing then we 
may have a great season. 

SASKATCHEWAN
David Bouchard

We in Saskatchewan are getting geared 
up for seeding.  It is going to be a bit of 
a challenge.  It looks like we will have a 
quick thaw which will add to some of our 
already fl ooded areas.  We defi nitely will 
be going around wet areas this Spring.

It amazes me how things in the world 
can affect us here.  Prices of commodities 
were getting pretty good but fell when 
people in other countries retaliated against 
leaders that have lined their own pockets 
while their people are lacking food and 
getting to the point of attacking their own 
people with military aircraft.

Some say the next World War could 
be fought over food.  I read a book called 
“The Coming Famine” by Julian Cribb.  
One quote from this book that comes to 
mind is ‘If food supplies to a major city of 
twenty to thirty million people were cut off 
even for a week or two, the consequences 
would be horrendous’.  The issues in Japan 
following the earthquake really highlight 

ALBERTA
Shaun Kinnibugh

The end of winter is near in Alberta and 
what a long one it has been. Things are 
melting and it is a mess out there. This will 
be causing a bunch of problems for farmers 
all over. I’m optimistic though and believe 
things will go well for them.

 Here in Alberta we are not just gearing 
up for the season; there are a couple of 
other opportunities to promote the industry 
that are moving ahead again. They are 
Aggie Day’s in Calgary as well as the 
Calgary Stampede. The Calgary Aviation 
Museum was so kind to bring the Ag Truck 
they have on display to the events last year. 
In return they asked if the 4A’s would like 
to man the booth for each. It was a great 
opportunity for our industry to bring it to 
people who would normally not see or 
learn anything about the aerial application 
industry. With the great response it looks 
like we will be doing it again this summer. 
The tricky part is fi nding members to man 
the booth so if anyone is interested please 
let the 4A’s offi ce know.

 Also with the aircraft the 4A’s will be 
displaying the plaque that distinguishes 
members with 25 years of experience or 
more. The plaque is so full we need to 
make another already. As well, we will be 
having one on display with the Ag Truck 
at the Calgary Aviation Museum and 
in Wetaskiwin at the Reynolds-Alberta 
Museum. This shows the great experience 
and dedication people do have to the 
industry.

 Things are moving along with the 
airport situation in Alberta. The Alberta 
Minister of Transportation has done some 
research on the airport usage by aerial 
applicators and they were quite surprised. 
They didn’t realize that there was that 
many of us out there and the airports we 
were using. We need to make sure you are 
involved with all the airports you work out 
of. If they don’t charge you some amount 
to use the facility then it is a good idea to 

PROVINCIAL REPORTS



CAAA NEW HORIZONS APRIL 2011 3

manuals, and have not updated them in the 
last year, you should make it a priority to 
go thru them prior to the season.

Every year our challenges grow in 
this industry, whether it be more power 
lines, MET towers, wind towers, organic 
growers, bee keepers, pesticide label 
restrictions, government regulators, 
etc.. It is important the we keep our 
membership strong, our training current, 
and our equipment properly maintained, 
I am confi dent we will succeed and grow 
for many years to come.

With that said, have fun, be safe, and 
have a great season. 

ECC
Paul Zimmer

As a participant of the CAAA 2011 
Annual Conference and Trade Show I 
can attest that it was well attended and 
well received by those who participated. 
Although I wasn’t thrilled about the cold 
weather  above ground, I made good use 
of the underground passages. With each 
passing year I seem to get a little wimpier 
when it comes to the cold. Numbers were 
up from last year and I hope we can 
continue that trend into 2012 when the 
conference will be held in Montreal. With 
the help of Pratt & Whitney we hope to 
make it an event you won’t want to miss. 

In Ontario we are optimistic about the 
coming year with agricultural commodity 
prices up, forestry companies emerging 
from bankruptcy protection, and actually 
turning small but necessary profits. 
I would expect the feeling is equally 
positive across Canada. Hopefully the 
conflicts in the Middle East will not 
drive the price of oil so high as to stall 
our fragile economy. Unlike Muammar 
Gaddafi  who contributes the uprisings 
in his homeland Libya to a bunch of 
drugged out al-Qaeda, we know better. 
Damn Facebook!  

With each successfully ousted dictator 
and his repressive regime, hope is given to 
those who have suffered for so long under 
those regimes.  Dreams of democracy 

will continue to fuel demonstrations and 
strengthen the resolve of those seeking 
meaningful change in their countries. In 
other words we are probably not going to 
be so lucky.  Fuel costs are going up, and 
expect them to stay that way for quite a 
while.

The aerial application season has 
offi cially started for us in Ontario applying 
tree seedlings for the forest industry, 
although we are certainly not ready for 
it with lots of equipment still in the tear 
down stage.  Hopefully we can pull a rabbit 
out of the hat and have enough equipment 
in place to meet the requirements of our 
customers. After a couple of dismal years 
it is pretty encouraging to be getting calls 
now; with growers wanting to know what 
our pricing and capacity will be in July. 
With any luck l will have the PMRA Buffer 
Zone Calculator fi gured out by then.

The Ontario government has put a 
moratorium on wind power. HURRAY!!! 
Oh wait, that only applies to offshore 
projects. On shore projects still have the 
green light. With an election this year and 
skyrocketing hydro prices we can only 
hope the current government and their very 
fl awed energy policy will get turfed, but 
unfortunately the damage is already done.  
Even the “Smart Hydro Meters” they were 
pushing turned out to be no sharper than 
your average Minister of Energy. A just 
released study showed that 60 % of those 
individuals that had Smart Meters installed 
actually paid more for electricity than those 
who chose to keep their old dumb meters. 
Go fi gure.

And did you hear the one about 
Ontario’s Hydro One, that was recently 
fi ned $18M for charging too much interest 
on overdue accounts.  The Ontario Energy 
Board just granted the utility permission 
to raise consumer rates to pay the fi ne and 
associated court costs. They will think 
twice, before they do that again. 

It is interesting how governments, even 
with the best of intentions can get things 
so wrong. Take SMS for example. I recall 
being told to get ready for SMS in 2004 
as its implementation was just around the 
corner. A win - win situation for everyone 

proclaimed Transport Canada. Just by 
implementing a little safety program you 
can operate safer, and make more money 
in the process. If you don’t believe us just 
ask Air Canada; a shining example of 
profi tability. 

Unfortunately if you tried to comply 
with the requirements when initially 
proposed you wouldn’t be anywhere near 
close to compliance with what is being 
proposed now and SMS will probably 
go through a number of rewrites before 
somebody threatens us with the loss of our 
operating privileges if we don’t comply.

I am convinced that when we are all so 
overburdened with government mandated 
paperwork, regulatory compliance, and 
program implementation we won’t have 
time to go fl ying. Only then will we be 
truly able to ensure the safety of our pilots, 
and the public.

Remember when all we had to do was 
get up in the morning, jump into the aircraft 
and go make some money. We thought 
we were operating safely, and fl ying was 
enjoyable. We were appreciated for saving 
a growers crop from a bug infestation, or 
when the grower couldn’t get on the land 
because of continued rainfall for the last 5 
days and needed some Bravo and Copper 
sprayed on his tomatoes to control the 
blight we could help without having to 
wait another 5 days to get an MOE permit 
to carry out the application.

Maybe I am just jealous as the only 
thing I don’t have much time for anymore 
is fl ying. If only my desk had wings. Of 
course I’d need a big honkin turbine to 
get all that paper off the ground.   Anyway, 
time to stop reminiscing and go have some 
beers; but I better stop at two because the 
latest study, probably funded by some 
level of government aimed at making me a 
centenarian has advised me that any more 
than that may have a negative impact on 
my health.
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CAAA Members Services
CAAA Bulletin 

The CAAA email bulletin is circulated to 

Corporate, Individual and Allied members to keep 

members current regarding time-sensitive and 

urgent material.

CAAA New Horizons Newsletter
Distributed quarterly, the newsletter contains 

informative articles, industry perspectives, 

reminders, plus classifi ed advertising.

CAAA Annual Membership Directory
The CAAA Directory is produced annually in the 

spring and contains key contact and company 

information. 

CAAA Annual Wall Planner
The CAAA Wall Planner, (year at a glance), contains 

the important dates to remember.

CAAA Website
The CAAA website is an excellent tool to 

provide information to assist current and 

potential members. Check it out at www.

CanadianAerialApplicators.com.

CAAA Annual Conference & Tradeshow
The CAAA Annual Conference & Tradeshow is 

an educational forum providing members with 

information on safety, new product developments, 

research, governmental regulations, and industry 

trends. License re-certifi cation credits are also 

available for attendees.

CAP Clinics
The CAAA provides association supported CAP 

Clinics at numerous locations across the prairies.

Business Survey
The Business Survey provides valuable industry 

specifi c information to assist participants with on-

going management decisions.

Self-Audit
The Self-Audit program provides operators with a 

checklist of regulatory requirements and is designed 

to assist with spring start up.

Classifi ed Advertising
Available to all members in the New Horizons 

newsletter and on the CAAA website.

Pilot Registry Program
Assists operators to locate a pilot and pilots to fi nd 

viable permanent and temporary employment.

Mentorship Program
The Mentorship Program provides a confi dential 

source of advice and mentoring to all new 

applicators.

CAIR & Misapplication Insurance
CAAA membership provides applicators an 

opportunity to apply for both CAIR Hull Insurance 

and CAAA Misapplication Insurance through 

provincial drift insurance programs.

For information regarding any of the above CAAA 

services, go to www.canadianaerialapplicators.com.

President:  Nelson Almey

Past President:  Peter Hansen

Vice-President:  Paul O’Carroll

Secretary/Treasurer:  Mark Kinniburgh

Alberta Director:  Shaun Kinniburgh

Saskatchewan Director:  David Bouchard

Manitoba Director:  Kevin Groening

Manitoba Director:  Steven Kiansky

Eastern Director:  Robert Chenard

Eastern Director:  David Davies

Eastern Director:  Paul Zimmer

2011 CAAA Board of Directors

Board of Directors (l to r) Kevin Greoning, Mark Kinniburgh, Shaun Kinniburgh, Peter Hansen, 
Paul Zimmer, Nelson Almey, Paul O’Carroll, David Bouchard, Robert Chenard, Steven Kiansky
missing; David Davies
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Tractor how much this man really meant to us.  We were not 
alone in these thoughts as was demonstrated by the people that 
attended the memorial service from all over the world.

 Leland’s interest in your aerial application company or you 
as an individual did not end when you bought an aircraft. He 
was always available to anyone to answer questions or concerns 
about an aircraft or a problem that you may have.  It was amazing 
that when you called Air Tractor about an issue Leland would 
call back and help you with the issue.  

Leland carried his amazing work ethic and desire to 
improve our industry until his death.  He again demonstrated 
his dedication and belief in the future of our industry when he 
designed the AT504 a two seat turbine trainer that would also be 
a productive ag aircraft.  I fi rmly believe that this aircraft will 
make our industry safer and help us fi ll the never ending need 
for safe and productive pilots to fl y our larger turbine ag aircraft.  
I know that death of Leland Snow will leave a huge void in our 
world of ag aviation but Leland ensured the continued success 
of Air Tractor by involving his employees in the ownership of 
Air Tractor. This once again demonstrated the forward thinking 
genius of Leland Snow.

As I look back over my 30 plus years in ag aviation I realize 
that a large part of my career has been infl uenced by Leland 
Snow.  Not only do I fl y an aircraft that he designed and built, I 
have also tried to carry on my business in the caring and honest 
manner that Leland did throughout his life. 

Leland Snow has left us a legacy in the great aircraft that he 
manufactured. I know that I will think of him every morning 
when I strap myself in my 502, put on my helmet and close the 
door to the greatest offi ce in the world.

~ Leland Snow ~
Submitted by Fran de Kock

Leland Snow lived to be 80 years old.  He devoted 60 years 
of his life to Ag-Aviation.  There has never been an individual 
that has infl uenced the world of ag aviation as much as Leland 
Snow did.  It is very unlikely that there will be in the future.   
Most of us involved in aerial application are making a living 
fl ying an ag aircraft that was designed and built by Leland Snow 
or fl ying an ag aircraft that was directly or indirectly infl uenced 
by his ag aircraft engineering genius. 

At the memorial service for Leland Snow in Olney on 
February 26th statements were made by one of the speakers that 
Leland Snow’s huge contribution to our industry has helped 
to assist the agriculture community to feed the increasing 
population of the world.  It was also said that his ag aircraft 
designing expertise and his manufacturing of ag aircraft have 
made a lot of people in our industry a lot of money.  These 
statements are defi nitely true however I know his commitment 
to ag aviation went way beyond the money concept.  He 
defi nitely wanted his manufacturing companies to be successful 
but his real passion was to build the safest and most effi cient ag 
aircraft in the world.  

The type of person that Leland Snow was and his importance 
to our industry were clearly demonstrated by the passion and 
emotion of the people who spoke at his memorial service.  It 
made me realize that it was an honour and a privilege to attend 
the memorial service of such a man.  I thought that we were 
attending the memorial service to represent our association and 
our industry in Canada but in reality we were there representing 
ourselves and to show the Snow family and the family at Air 

More Effective
Than a Windshield

bayercropscience.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative.
Always read and follow label directions. Decis® is a registered trademark of Bayer. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada.

04/09-10032-03

Decis® provides fast, effective control 
of a wide range of insects, including 
grasshoppers, flea beetles, diamondback 
moths, cutworms and Bertha armyworms. 
Decis is registered for aerial application, 
and is eligible for BayerValue savings of 
$1.00 per acre.
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Watch your crops grow stronger than ever before.
The unique Vigor Trigger® effect of Cruiser Maxx® Cereals goes beyond 
insect and disease control, causing your plants to emerge faster, resulting  
seed treatment also combines a powerful insecticide with two fungicides 
to protect your wheat and barley crops against early season disease and 
wireworm attack. It’s available as a pre-mix to apply on-farm.

For further information, please contact our Customer Resource Centre  
at 1-87-SYNGENTA (1-877-964-3682) or visit SyngentaFarm.ca

Always read and follow label directions. Cruiser Maxx® Cereals, Vigor Trigger®, the Alliance 
Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.  
© 2011 Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, Inc.

Keep this information in your CAIR 
fi le to assist you during the season. 
CAIR inquires should be directed 
as follows:

For questions regarding CAIR 
safety seminar, CAIR videos, 
meeting information or general 
inquires contact:

CAIR
P.O. Box 21106
Edmonton, AB  T6R 2V4
Phone:  780-413-0016
Fax:  780-413-0076
Email:  caaa@telusplanet.net

The 2011 CAIR Safety Seminar was 
held in Regina in conjunction with 
the CAAA Annual Convention.  
The seminar was very well attended 
and covered a wide range of topics 
with excellent group discussions.
The seminar was recorded and is 
now available on DVD for any 
pilots that were unable to attend.  
If you would like a copy of the 
DVD, contact the CAAA offi ce at 
780-413-0016.

For questions regarding 
insurance coverage, applications 
and claims contact:

George Esau
Oldfi eld Kirby Esau, Inc.
P.O. Box 699
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2L2
Phone:  204-943-1441
Fax:  204-957-5561
Email:  gpesau@oldfi eldkirby.com

For questions regarding 
fi nancial statements, taxes and 
payments contact:

Jim Peters
1002 Warsaw Avenue
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1E4
Phone:  204-477-4770
Fax:  204-477-4770
Email jimpeters@shaw.ca

CAIR Contact 
InformationMembership Renewals

Prairie Protective Fund (PPF) and Wild Rose Protective Fund (WRPF) 
renewals have now been mailed.  Remember membership in the CAAA 
is mandatory.  You must also have a current AAAA’s membership to be 
eligible for the WRPF or a current SAAA membership to be eligible for 
PPF.  If your membership is still outstanding or you haven’t received  
either renewal form please contact Shauna at shauna@managewise.ca or 
780-413-0078.  Please Remember that the deadline for PPF and WRPF 
renewals to be in is April 18th.
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CAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confi dential source of advi ce and mentoring to all new applicators. The 
CAAA has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confi dentially dialogue with applicators throughout the season. 
Below is a list of applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are 
available to speak with any new applicator on a totally confi dential basis. Contact anyone one of them if you have questions 
or need advice during the season:

Jon Bagley Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Bus: 204-736-2476 Cell: 204-771-1980

Allan Denesowych Bus: 306-786-7007  

Fran de Kock Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent Lange Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

Get the confi dential advice you need to help you make the safest decisions.

FULL SERVICE 
FULL SUPPORT 

Toll Free: 1.800.776.4656 

We’re There to Keep You in the Air 

For whatever you might need 
this spray season 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ag Expertise 

Airframe to Spray System 
 

PARTS 
In Stock 

Airframe to Spray System 
 

GPS 
Sales & Service 

Supporting What We Sell 

Text: 306 621 1451  

We are pleased to announce 
that  Dennis  Gardisser  wi l l 
return as Analyst for the 2011 
CAAA clinics. The clinics are 
tentatively scheduled to take place 
May 16 – 30, 2011, starting in 
Taber (Alberta) then proceeding 
to Yorkton (Saskatchewan) and 
Altona (Manitoba).  

Additional locations in each 
province may be added.  If you 
are unable to attend the above 
mentioned clinics it may be 
possible to hold a clinic at your 
location.  

I t  is  imperative that you 
complete and return this form by 
April 15, 2011 if you plan to attend.   
After April 15, 2011 all registrants 

will receive written confi rmation of 
their clinic date and location.

A calibration clinic is mandatory 
for qualifi cation to apply certain 
products and for participation 
in the Prairie Protective Fund 
and Wild Rose Protective Fund.  
Currently, one of the required steps 
for qualifi cation to apply Roundup/
Vantage/Touchdown in 2011 is a 
Certifi cate of Completion from a 
2011 or 2010 calibration clinic. 

SORRY, NO TELEPHONE 
RESERVATIONS CAN BE 
ACCEPTED

If you need a form, or if you 
have any questions please contact 
Joy at the CAAA offi ce.

2011 CALIBRATION AND 
PATTERNIZATION 

(CAP) CLINIC
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CAAA 25th Conference & AGM
25TH CAAA ANNUAL CONFERENCE & 

TRADE SHOW 

On February 17, 2011, over 225 delegates braved the 
elements to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the CAAA at the 
annual conference and trade show at The Fairmont Winnipeg 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  Despite a “Winnipeg Welcome” 
of freezing temperatures and blizzard conditions, attendees 
participated in various meetings, education sessions, social 
events and perusing new products and services offered by 
over 30 exhibitors.  The shared Master of Ceremonies duties 
undertaken by Mr. Les Kletke and Mr. Resby Coutts were 
nothing short of stellar.

Opening remarks and a formal welcome were delivered 
by Winnipeg’s Deputy Mayor Justin Swandel.  The CAAA 
proudly presented Major Martin Zimmer of the Canadian 
Forces as Guest Speaker during the Opening Luncheon 
on February 17th.  Major Zimmer shared his inspirational 
experience as one of the four initial cadre pilots to validate 
the Cormorant training program in England and Italy 
accompanied by spectacular video footage. 

Following the Opening Luncheon, the 2011 CAIR Safety 
Session was presented by Fran de Kock joined by Major 
Wolter and Major Scharf of the Canadian Forces.  The session 
is now available on DVD for purchase.  Please contact the 
CAIR offi ce for additional information.

Networking and education on the newest products ensured 
that the exhibit hall was the place to be with over 30 Exhibitors 
present.  The CAAA also had a display representing the fi rst 
25 years of the association. 

On the evening of February 17th, delegates enjoyed an 
evening of fi ne food and live entertainment at the Western 
Canadian Aviation Museum courtesy of Platinum Sponsor 
BASF Canada.  Local celebrity Corny Rempel as “Elvis” 
earned smiles and applause with his eccentric performance of 
classic hits blended with comedic interludes.  Supplementary 
comic relief was provided by Elvis’ Security Squad comprised 
of Kevin Groening, Bob Hill, Steven Kiansky and Darren 
Spence.  

Friday, February 18th proved to be an eventful day 
including the CAIR Annual General Meeting, Awards 
Luncheon courtesy of Syngenta Crop Protection, Protective 
Fund Application Session, Univar Canada sponsored 
excursion to Nygard on Broadway for the spouses and the 
2011 Banquet and Auction courtesy of Diamond Sponsor 
Bayer CropScience Canada.  The Auction was very well 
supported and goes a long way in supporting the Association 
all year long.  We would like to take this time to thank not 
only our sponsors for donating all the items but our members 
and guests for purchasing all items.

On the fi nal day of the conference, the service of outgoing 
CAAA President, Peter Hansen was acknowledged.  Newly 
elected President, Nelson Almey and the 2011 Board of 
Directors provided details of the upcoming events including 
the 2011 Calibration Clinics with Analyst, Dr. Dennis 
Gardisser.

Following the Annual General Meeting on February 19th, 
Mr. Norbert Kilroe presented the education session “Wire 
Strike Avoidance”.  The session provided insight into this 
signifi cant safety hazard.

Special thanks to 2011 CAAA Conference Co-Chairs, 
Kevin Groening & Steven Kiansky as well as 2011 Auction 
Co-Chairs, Nelson Almey & Mark Kinniburgh!

Make sure you mark your calendars for next year as we 
head to Montreal, QC from February 16th to 18th 2012. 
We look forward to seeing you all there!

Major Zimmer
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CAAA 25th Conference & AGM

 Carman Dixon presented by Robert Chenard
 Carman Dixon (in green font) – M.V.P Award is presented to a 

non-fl ying support staff of a CAAA member who demonstrates 
an outstanding contribution to the teamwork approach of an aerial 
application operation in Canada. 

Bruce Gair presented by Fran de Kock 
The CAAA Award of Excellence recognizes an individual’s 

contribution to the betterment of agricultural aviation in Canada.

 Denver Craig presented by James Pottage
 The Ace Award - Presented to a pilot with fi ve years or less 

experience who demonstrated great tenacity and willingness to 
accept “any position around the hangar that may lead to a fl ying 
job”, in their quest to become a professional Ag-Pilot.

David Frisch presented by John Bodie 
 Pilot of the Year Award Presented to an active CAAA individual 
member who is a pilot with more than 5 years experience and has 

demonstrated dedication and professionalism throughout their 
career as an agricultural pilot. 

 Bayer CropSciences Canada Co. 
(John Bodie (c) presenting to Bill Moons and Kevin Chorney)

 Diamond Award recognizing the single sponsor who provides 
the most signifi cant support during the year through the 
CAAA Partnership Program.

Congratulations 2011 CAAA Awards Recipients!
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Thank you
The efforts of several individuals 

who volunteered their time to assist with 
various portions of the conference are 
sincerely appreciated!

Arlene Almey: Eagle Agro Service

Travis Almey:  Eagle Agro Service

Shawn Bergen: Eagle Agro Service

George Esau: Oldfi eld Kirby Esau

Pina Guenette: Oldfi eld Kirby Esau

Bob Hill:  Aerial Spray & Charter

Charlene Wurster:  Battlefords Airspray

CAAA Scholarship
The annual CAAA Scholarship sponsored by Dow AgroSciences 

of $1,000.00 is offered to students of any age pursuing a post-
secondary education in Canada.  

The competition is open to the children, grandchildren, sons-
in-law, daughters-in-law or spouse of any CAAA operator or pilot 
member who maintains an active membership with the CAAA.  

To qualify, CAAA membership dues must be current.   Entrants 
must be a high school graduate and enrolled in continuing education 
during the year of scholarship award.  

This year’s winner is Jordan Farr.  Congratulations Jordan and 
Good Luck in pursuing your Secondary Education!

 

Elvis at the Icebreaker

10 CAAA NEW HORIZONS APRIL 2011

Icebreaker 
featuring Elvis
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CARAMBA.
True Fusarium management has finally arrived.

Always read and follow label directions.
CARAMBA is a registered trade-mark of BASF. All other trade-marks or registered  trade-marks are property of their respective companies. © 2011 BASF Canada Inc.

Jeff Farr accepting the CAAA 
Scholarship on behalf of Jordan 
Farr presented by Shirley Bodie

Western Canadian 
Aviation Museum

Nelson Almey, President 
pesenting to Peter Hansen, 

Past-President

CAAA NEW HORIZONS APRIL 2011 11

Exhibits
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CleanFARMS™ offers recycling programs to get 
rid of empty pesticide containers and obsolete 

horticultural operations and golf 
courses to return their empty pesticide 
containers to one of about 1,000 
designated sites across Canada. 

All containers should be triple 
rinsed or pressure rinsed and have the 
cap removed and the booklet detached 
from the container before they are 
brought in for recycling. Following 
these steps ensures the container is 
clean prior to entering the recycling 
process and it makes the recycling 
stream of container plastic clean and 
the process effi cient. If a container is 
too dirty when it’s brought to a site or 
if the booklet or cap is still on, it may 
be rejected by some locations. 

“The empty container program 
has brought in more than 83 million 
containers since it began over 20 
years ago. When you stop to think 
how much landfi ll space would 
have otherwise been required, it’s 
really quite an amazing thing that’s 
been accomplished thanks to high 
participation rates across Canada,” 
says Friesen.

CleanFARMS™ picks up the 
containers, shreds them and transports 
the material to recyclers where the 
plastic is made into products that 

can be used back 
on the farm such 
as drainage tile. 
In 2009 alone, 
approximately 1.7 
million kilograms 
of plastic from 
empty pesticide 
containers was 
recycled.  

A n o t h e r 
program offered by 
CleanFARMSTM 
is the obsolete 

The role of aerial applicators is 
very well understood – farmers rely 
on spraying to protect their crops from 
harmful pests, weeds and diseases to 
make sure they get the highest yields 
possible. What’s not so well known 
are the options available to get rid 
of empty pesticide containers and 
obsolete pesticides after they’ve been 
used or are no longer needed.

Fortunately, both containers and 
unwanted pesticides can be disposed 
of by tapping into CleanFARMS™ 
programs for empty pesticide 
containers and obsolete pesticides.

“CleanFARMS™ offers world-
renowned programs across the country 
that cost farmers and applicators 
absolutely nothing to participate in,” 
says Barry Friesen, general manager 
of CleanFARMS™.  

CleanFARMS™ is a non-profi t 
stewardship organization committed 
to environmental responsibility 
through the proper management of 
agricultural waste. 

One way they’re doing this is 
through the empty pesticide container 
recycling program. The program 
encourages aerial applicators, farmers, 

pesticide collection campaign which 
was launched in 1998.

This program provides users of 
commercial grade pesticides with 
a safe way to dispose of obsolete or 
unwanted products. The collection 
sites are set-up at a location for a 
specifi c campaign period and people 
can drop off their unwanted or obsolete 
products. The program is part of a 
national initiative and is committed 
to being in each province every three 
years. 

Since the initiative began, more 
than 1.4 million kilograms of obsolete 
pesticides have been collected and 
safely disposed. 

“We’ve had tremendous success 
with our empty pesticide container 
recycling program and our obsolete 
pesticide collection program, which 
tells us that there is an appetite for 
these kinds of services,” Friesen 
says. “Part of our long-term plan is to 
explore what other options there are 
for us to provide programs that will 
help with other types of wastes that 
are currently being disposed of in old 
fashioned ways.”

In fact, CleanFARMS™ recently 
embarked on a set of three studies in 
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
to look at other types of waste that is 
being generated, particularly on farms. 
The fi ndings will provide valuable 
insight into what types of programs 
should be developed in the future to 
help manage waste. 

For now, aerial applicators can 
take advantage of the empty pesticide 
container and obsolete pesticide 
collection programs to make sure 
these products are safely managed 
rather than ending up in a landfi ll site.  

 
• Specializing in Ag Aircraft Maintenance  
• We have a large stock of Air Tractor and Cessna Parts 
• 24 hour Service, Open 365 days of the year 

 
            …for more information or to book you’re aircraft call… 
            Jonathan Bodie (204) 857-4151 jonathanb@jonair.com 
                   Located 7 miles E. of Portage MB. 1 mile N. 
                             N 49.58.3981  W 098.07.1991 
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CONFIDENCE IS KNOWING 
 WHO YOU CAN COUNT ON

CONFIDENCE IS AXIAL

With confidence, you can accomplish great things. So when it comes to getting the most out of your spring wheat and 
barley, you should count on Axial® grass weed herbicide. Axial delivers high performance grass weed control, a wide 
window of application and excellent crop safety. Consider it a confidence booster for you and your crops. For further 
information, please contact our Customer Resource Centre at 1-87-SYNGENTA (1-877-964-3682) or visit SyngentaFarm.ca

Always read and follow label directions. 
Axial®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. © 2011 Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, Inc.

I feel I must make a rebuttal to the responses from Merv 
Swallow with Transport Canada.  Flying farmer regulations 
published in the last New Horizons newsletter.  I believe 
these responses to be a very imaginative interpretation of 
the CARS.  The fl ying farmer exemption has been around 
since 1953, so far 57 years.  Up until Mr. Swallow’s 
interpretation there has not been a problem.  I must at this 
time quote the regulation from Transport Canada’s website 
found at Regulation 401.28(5) - http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/
civilaviation/regserv/cars/part4-401-1073.htm#401_28

Regulation 700.01 & 700.02(1) - http://www.tc.gc.ca/
eng/civilaviation/regserv/cars/part7-700-406.htm#700_01 
and the Aviation Newsletter - http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/
documents/ca-publications/TP185E_4_2010.pdf.  A farmer 
can fl y for reward or hire within 25 nautical miles of the centre 
of his farm and an air operator’s certifi cate is NOT required.  
As you can see, what Mr. Swallow is saying is contradictory 
to the CARS and Transport Canada’s publication “Aviation 
Safety Letter.”  His is contradicting what has had almost 60 
years of precedence.  Are they trying to deceive the CAAA 
board and its members?

Flying Farmer Regulations 
Response from Merv 
Swallow – Rebuttal

By David Bouchard

Pilot crashes into 4 buildings 
during Airshow!
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The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association (CAAA) 
offi ce has been exceptionally busy as we move into spring.  
As the numerous details following the conclusion of the 
Annual General Meeting and the Partnership drive were 
being fi nalized, currently we are producing the newsletter 
and annual membership directory.  Both will head to the 
printer shortly.  

The 2011 membership renewals are almost complete 
and work on the CAP Clinics has been underway since 
February.  Additionally we have begun to develop the 
CAAA Conference agenda for 2012 in Montreal and have 
scheduled appointments to view hotels in Alberta to secure 
a location for 2013.  A large amount of time has been spent 
researching and communicating with the membership 
regarding the Paperny Film production “Dust Up”.  Once 
the dates of the series are published they will be circulated 
to the membership.  

The most rewarding work has been related the 
meteorological (MET) tower issue.  The CAAA worked 
diligently since the July 2010 MET tower accident to 
obtain protection for the membership.   The (CAAA) and 
Canadian Wind Energy Association, (CanWEA), worked 
together in conjunction with Transport Canada to jointly 
develop an Advisory Circular.   

The purpose of the Advisory Circular is to provide 
guidance regarding the marking of MET towers, as a means 
to visually identify their locations to aerial application 
aircraft.  This is not a regulation, but rather a best practice 
for the wind energy and aerial application industries.  

The Advisory Circular recommends two elements for 
the marking of MET towers.  The tower itself would be 
marked in accordance to section 621.19 of the Standard, 
with banding in orange and white or an otherwise 
conspicuous colour combination; and marker balls would 
be installed on the top guy wires.

The marking of the MET tower is not a guarantee that 
it will always be seen, due to ambient lighting conditions.  
The application of marking should not be taken to 
eliminate the need for a proper reconnaissance of the area 
by the pilot; to be over fl own; and to contact the farmer 
to be informed of any new objects that may have been 
installed in or nearby the fi eld to be sprayed.

A complete copy of the Advisory Circular is available 
on the CAAA website at www.canadianaerialapplicators.
com.  We would appreciate you forwarding the Advisory 
Circular to anyone in your area who needs to be aware of 
the new industry standards for marking MET towers to 
assist in the reduction of the hazards they represent to low 
fl ying aircraft.

The 2011 season will be upon us all in no time.  The 
Board and the CAAA offi ce  remind you we are here 
to support your industry, educate the membership and 
promote safety throughout the year.

Have a safe fl ying season!

CAAA UpdateCAAA Update By Jill Lane
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Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

We would like to apologize for 
the omission of the following 

sponsors in the January issue of 
New Horizon’s: 

Specialized Spray Systems
Tulsa Aircraft

Turbine Conversions Ltd.
Turbines Inc.

United Agri Products
Yara

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd. 

Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated.  

DIAMOND
Bayer Crop Sciences Canada

PLATINUM
BASF

GOLD
Air Tractor Inc.

Dow AgroScience Canada
Perkins Technologies Pty. Ltd.

Syngenta Crop Protection Canada 
Inc.

SILVER
Forest Protection Limited

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

BRONZE
4 AV Fuels

AAAA
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter
Aero Recip

Ag Air Update
Ag Nav

Ag Resource
AgriSmart Information Systems

Arysta
Battlefords Airspray
Brandon Flying Club

Brett Young
Brouwer Claims Canada

C.P. Products
Can Pro Gator Center

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller

CD Aviation Services
Cheminova Canada Ltd.

Conair Group Inc.
Covington Aircraft

Cropdusterparts.com
Dallas Airmotive
Diamond Doors
DuPont Canada

DynaNav Systems Inc.
ECC

Engage Agro
Executive Flight Centre

Ezell Aviation
Farm Credit Canada

Flight Fuels
Focus Industries

GE Aviation

BRONZE
GIS4Ag.com

Grondair
Gustin Aviation

Hemisphere GPS
Hope Aero Propeller & Components

Keller Equipment Supply Ltd.
Lancaster Aviation Fuels

Lane Aviation Inc.
Leading Edge Associates LLC

MAAA
ManageWise Inc.

Mid-Continent Corporation
MINT Turbines LLC

Monsanto Canada Inc.
Murray’s Aircraft

Nexus Ag
NuFarm Agriculture Inc.

Oldfi eld Kirby Esau
Omex Agriculture Inc.

Portage Aircraft Maintenance
PropWorks Propeller Systems Inc.

Provincial Airways
SAAA

Sky Tractor Supply
SOPFIM

Specialized Spray Systems
Thrush

Turbine Conversions Ltd.
Turbines Inc.

United Agri Products Canada Inc.
Univar Canada Ltd.

Valent Biosciences Canada Ltd.
West Wind Airspray

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.
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Got Pics!
The CAAA is seeking photos of 

members and their aircrafts for use 

in future publications and the CAIR 

Safety Seminar DVD. Kindly forward 

your pictures to:

caaa@telusplanet.net

or mail to

P.O. Box 21085, 

Edmonton,  AB,  T6R 2V4 

(original photos will be scanned & 

returned to you!)

Thank You!

CLASSIFIED ADS

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

BUSINESS

Small commercial operation for sale. Good 

location. Good client base.  Located in 

Manitoba Interlake area near Gimli/Selkirk.

Contact Ernie at 1-204-257-2835 or 

emonk@mts.net

AIRCRAFT

1997 AT 401B 2985 T.T.S.N.  178 T.T. engine 

Covington overhaul.  Prop T.T. 492 110 since 

repair.  A/C, m3 satloc with Flow control, cp 

nozzles, smoker, fl agger, Right Boom shut off.  

Please contact John at 204-857-4151.

1969 Cessna 210-J for sale, A/F 3509. Hrs. 

Engine-Continental IO-520 DCJ 1343. Hrs, 

Propeller-McCauley D3A32C-88, 476. Hrs, 

complete with Two Narco MK 12E comm. Ils/

Vor, Nat Audio controller, GPS TNL2000A, King 

TX 85 ADF, 406 ELT, Transponder Narco AT150. 

Contact David Davies @ 506-446-6930 or 

email ddavies@forestprotectionlimited.com for 

more information. Asking price $79,900 CDN

PARTS, EQPMENT AND SERVICES

Assorted Thrush parts, tail rudder, assorted Air 

Tractor 401 parts; fi rewall forward parts, etc. 

Contact Ken Kane at (204) 867-3147 or email 

at kenkane@xplornet.com

We have converted our AT401B’s  to Walter 
Turbine engines and therefore have for sale 
the following parts: Propellers- 2 and 3 blade 
Hydromatic, exhaust parts, Firewall forward 
parts, and some instruments.  Please contact 
Ken Kane at 204-867-3147 or e-mail at 
kenkane@xplornet.com.

Ag aircraft parts, services all lines for 56 

years. Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. Hayti, MO 

63851. 1-800-325-0885.

Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts for S2R 

Thrush, Transland spreader new, stainless steel 

spray valve, CP check values, plus numerous 

other parts. Call Joe at  306-738-2024, email: 

javandebv@hotmail.com

AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS.  Even 

though the price has been consistently 

dropping, with new software upgrades (at 

no charge to current owners!) the amazing 

agricultural capabilities of this compact GPS 

continue to expand.  With Fire Nav, you 

can now have real time moving map fire 

fi ghting data, including bird dogs, air tankers 

and drop locations!  AG-NAV’s customer 

support is still unbeatable.  Call Lloyd at West 

Central Air at 306-882-3830, or AG NAV at 

1-888-66-AGNAV.

Ag operators - got a hangar full of used parts? 

List and sell them at cropdusterparts.com. 

Then fi nd bargains on the equipment you 

actually need. Over 60 new listings are now 

live at cropdusterparts.com!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Experienced Air Tractor 502 pilot required for 

the 2011 season. Please submit resume to: Eagle 

Agro Service,Box 806, Neepawa. Mb.R0J 1H0 

or fax 204-476-5799, E-mail nelson.eagleagro@

inetlink.ca

Aircraft Maintenance Engineers.  Looking for 

(2) AME’s; M1 Radial engine and Agricultural 

experience would be an asset.  Willing to travel 

away from Ontario base operation.  Approx. 

45 days a year.  Salary commensurate with 

experience.  Call Supermarine Aircraft Inc. 

phone: (519) 633-8877, fax: (519) 633-5040, 

E-mail superair@amtelecom.net

OTHER

If anyone has any information, stories or 

photos of the history of aerial application 

in Saskatchewan please contact the SAAA 

(1-877-767-7222) or send in any information  

via email (administration@saaa.ca), fax (306-

545-2031) or mail (P.O. Box 24021, Regina, 

SK, S4P 0J8).


