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With 2005 approaching this is a good time
to reflect on the work the CAAA has been
involved with on behalf of the membership.
Some of the main initiatives have been:

Matt Bestland, Jill Lane and I met with
Transport Canada in Winnipeg to discuss
inconsistencies within Maintenance, Enforce-
ment and Commercial & Business Aviation.
We have sent a letter to the Minister of Trans-
port Canada requesting he assign an
individual in each of these areas to work with
the CAAA to improve communication and
provide the industry with more consistency.
We also requested Transport Canada provide
a written definition of both a “built up area”,
and who needs Human Factors Training and
what type of training will be accepted.

The CAAA board met with PMRA in
Ottawa regarding the Buffer Zone initiative.
We have worked with the PMRA for several
years and assisted them with data related to
the Buffer Zone program. The program will
be included on all new and recently re-evalu-
ated labels. It will provide a table, in booklet
form, that looks at droplet size distribution
and wind speed to determine what buffer zone
is needed. This is the first time the PMRA
has demonstrated that buffer zones can be
reduced, depending upon a variety of factors.
The program should be completed next fall.

The CAAA board met with PMRA in
Ottawa regarding the OP re-evaluation. This
summer the PMRA tried to discontinue the
use of Chlorpyrifos on certain crops, pests
and application methods. The CAAA office
worked together with Dow AgroSciences,
contacting numerous grower groups who
would be affected by this label change. The
grower groups, along with the CAAA, suc-

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Lorin Rubbert

cessfully lobbied the PMRA to rethink their
approach to this type of random regulation
and to seek additional stakeholder consulta-
tion. The PMRA continue with the
re-evaluation of all OP products but have
assured the CAAA that replacement product
avail-ability is more of a consideration now.

I am sure you know Roundup Original and
Transorb have finally received a permanent
aerial registration. Transorb has been discon-
tinued and replaced by Weathermax.
Monsanto informed us Weathermax has
received a permanent aerial registration for
2005.

Matt Bestland made a presentation to the
Federal/Provincial/Territorial in October
during their annual conference. Matt’s pres-
entation provided information compiled from
the CAAA Business Survey. The presenta-
tion was impressive and developed a lot
of interest from the PMRA. Thank you to
everyone who completed the Business Sur-
vey last year! This information is invaluable
to the association to demonstrate to govern-
ment the aerial application industry is a viable
service in Canada, and to encourage manu-
facturers to support the industry by applying
for aerial registrations of their products. When
you receive your 2005 survey please complete
it and return it to the association so we can
continue to provide accurate information
relative to our industry.

The CAAA holds observer status at the
PMRA Advisory Committee. This commit-
tee receives reports from the PMRA on
progress on issues and offers suggestions on
how the PMRA can resolve them. Observer
status allows the CAAA to attend these com-
mittee meetings and garner information not continued on page 2

available through ordinary channels. Two
meetings were held this year, which the
CAAA attended on behalf of the membership.

Last Spring the CAAA arranged a meet-
ing with the three prairie province regulators
and several provincial aerial applicator
representatives. A tri-province Licence
Re-certification system was developed mir-
roring the one originally developed. Vivianne
Servant from Alberta Environment was
instrumental in assisting with the program and
she will make a presentation at the CAAA
AGM in Vancouver regarding how the pro-
gram works and the effect it will have on
operators license renewals.

The CAAA is approaching Nav Canada
regarding increasing the weight when an air-
craft moves from an annual charge to a daily
charge. Since turbine aircraft have become
more popular over the past 5 years the weight
of aircraft has increased since weights for
charges were originally established.

from the

CAAA Board of Directors,
along with

Jill Lane, Nicole Kelly,
Monica Burak, Dora Klassen,

Christa Chapman.
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Don't Forget to renew your
2005 CAAA Membership!

We are actually researching the possibil-
ity of developing a Warehousing Insurance
Program for members who own warehouses.
The main reason for developing this program
would be to establish a long term, stable fund-
ing source for the CAAA.

Nine Calibration Clinics were held this
year across the prairies, including one in
Yorkton Saskatchewan, with Dennis
Gardisser as our guest. Thank you to the
SAAA, Miccar Aerial and Yorkton Aircraft
Service for their assistance in hosting a great
clinic.

Planning for the 2005 CAAA Conference
& Tradeshow in Vancouver, February 24 –
26, 2005, is in full swing. The committee has
developed a great program so be sure plan to

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
continued from page 1

PROVINCIAL REPORTS

SASKATCHEWAN
Lloyd Good

The season has barely finished and it is
already starting to feel like there isn’t enough
time to do all of the things that we might want
to, before next spring. Considering how many
times I have heard (and said) “next year”, per-
haps the sooner we get there the better! I am
anxious to see the opportunities that next year
will bring, however, for each of us, as well as
for the SAAA, this is the season to get things
done in preparation for the future.

The Wings of Saskatchewan convention
was by all reports, an event that shouldn’t have
been missed. Unfortunately, some of our
members still had harvest to complete, and
were unable to attend. The Saskatoon Inn did

attend in this beautiful city by the sea. Plan-
ning for the 2006 Conference is already
underway for Saskatchewan, 2007 is sched-
uled for Manitoba and Dave Davies from
Forest Protection Limited, has volunteered to
host the 2008 Conference in Halifax.

We are also researching improvements to
the CAAA website, including the ten-
ative development of a members page.

I had the honour to attend the NAAA
Leadership Program and the International
Conference on Drift Management, on behalf
of the CAAA. This is an international con-
ference with representatives from around the
world meeting every three years to discuss
and share drift management information and
new techniques.

Additional provincial issues brought to the
CAAA board include unsafe use of roads,

ALBERTA
James Spence

We have just wrapped up our 34th Annual
AGM in Red Deer as I write this report. A
warm thank you to everyone who participated
in this year. Attendance was high, even
though many members had less than a stellar
season this year.

The past season brought some unique
challenges to our industry and some inter-
esting topics of discussion, not only in the
Annual General Meeting but also in various
conversations during and after the conven-
tion. The members discussed the 4A’s bylaws,
industry professionalism, proper airport &

airport misuse, and improper disposal of con-
tainers. We have asked the CAAA
representatives to speak at the provincial
meetings so all members are aware of these
issues before regulations are imposed.

In closing, I would like to thank the
Canadian Aerial Applicators members who
have supported the association and these
endeavors. Please remember to renew your
2005 CAAA membership so the association
can continue to work towards ensuring pros-
perity in the aerial application industry.

road usage, and rocketry at the AGM this year.
Some of the issues discussed will be brought
to the CAAA level in Reno, and some will be
brought to CAIR.

There were 3 positions on our Board of
Directors open for election this year and there
were 6 nominations to fill those positions. I
would like to thank everyone for their par-
ticipation. The members voted to re-elect the
3 Directors who had just completed their two-
year terms. As a result, both the 4A’s Board
of Directors and Executive Board remain
unchanged for the 2005 year. I would like to
express my thanks to the Directors for all their
hard work in 2004 and I look forward to work-
ing with them again next year.

An important reminder for everyone to fill
out the CAAA Business Survey when it next
comes out. It was from data collected thru pre-
vious surveys that the CAAA office was able
to make greater strides with government offi-
cials at the last meeting in Ottawa. I hope to
see many of you in Reno for the NAAA con-
vention or in Vancouver, but I have to run right
now, as I write this report, Jennifer and I are
in the final days of wedding preparations, so
I apologize if I’m cutting this message short
- the big day was the Saturday following the
4A’s AGM.

I want to thank all the 4A’s members for
their support this last year and I look forward
to another year as President. Have a Safe and
Happy Holiday Season!
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Don’t forget to plan on participating at the
CAAA Convention in Vancouver – a unique
opportunity that may not come again. As with
all CAAA conventions, because of so much
being offered, you really can’t afford not to
attend.

It seems to soon to say this, but…. Merry
Christmas and a happy New Year!

MANITOBA
Matt Bestland

Hello to everyone, I hope this letter finds
you happy and in good health. As I write this
letter in mid-November I am still watching
some of my customers harvest their remain-
ing crops. I believe 2004 will not only be the
coldest summer on record, it will be the long-
est summer on record! I was driving down a
back road in August and found a couple of
farmers “celebrating”. I drove up to them and
asked, ”what’s the occasion guys”, one of
them promptly rebutted, “we’re celebrating
my winter wheat’s 1st birthday.” That field
ended up being harvested in October.

It seems with the challenges we have faced
out here the yields have also varied. In the
valley we have experienced everything from
record yields in canola, to complete write-
offs in canola, corn, and soybeans. In the end,
with the help of crop insurance, I’m thinking
most of the farms out here will get through.
Again, like always, it seems the potato areas
have had an exceptional year… good to be in
Gods country I suppose!

Things have also changed on our MAAA
board. Matt Bestland has now finished his
extended term as President and Ken Cameron
has finished his term as Secretary. I would
like to thank both Matt and Ken for all the

a fabulous job. I’ve heard nothing but praise
regarding their seafood (plus) “touch and go”
reception, that concluded with their decadent
chocolate buffet, as well as the unique food
trays served in the popular Hanson and As-
sociates hospitality suite. In addition to the
two pesticide license renewal credit sessions,
we had productive participation in an inter-
esting and enlightening aerial applicator
safety session. We intend to build upon the
information that was identified, in future
safety sessions. The goal is to enhance our
safety environment, through identification of
industry specific safety concerns and the sub-
sequent mitigating preparation. Once again,
joining with the Saskatchewan Aviation
Council proved to be a mutually beneficial
endeavor. Thanks to Marilyn Grose, whose
preparation and attention to detail ensured
that the conference ran smoothly, and the
attendees could thoroughly enjoy themselves.
(I’m sure it would be interesting to know what
some of the behind the scene challenges
were!) The wind-up was similar to the rest of
the conference – it will be hard to improve
upon. The Saskatoon Airport’s 75th Anniver-
sary hangar dance was a once in a lifetime
opportunity – or at least a once in every 75
years opportunity! Thanks to Bill Restall for
including us in the celebration.

The SAAA board will be meeting monthly
throughout the winter. We will be re-evaluat-
ing our initiatives, with the intent of
maximizing our time and resources to the
benefit of our members. If you have any in-
put or concerns, please contact me, or any
SAAA director.

We will once again be participating in the
Crop Production Show during the second
week of January. Members will be contacted
in the near future, as volunteers will be needed
to “man” the booth.

hard work they have put in over the years;
your service to our industry is greatly appre-
ciated. Don’t get too relaxed guys, we’ll be
calling to draw on your experience. The new
board consists of Steve Kiansky, Secretary,
Nelson Almey, Vice President and Treasurer
and myself as President. We have also imple-
mented a subcommittee to assist the board. It
consists of John Lepp, John Bodie, and Ken
Cameron. That didn’t take long hey Ken;
good to have you back. Our fall meeting was
also the first time the MAAA offered course
credits to be applied to our applicators license.
The turn out was good and I would like to
thank the presenters for coming and taking
part in this program.

That’s all for now but don’t forget to mark
your calendars in February, for the CAAA
convention in Vancouver. I’m sure we will
see you all there.

Stay safe and keep smiling!

Chuck Kemper, President
136 N. Yellowstone
Rigby, Idaho  83442

1-800-736-7654
Office (208) 745-7654,
if no answer: (208) 529-4998
Fax (208) 745-6672
Email cak8635@aol.com

We would all like to congratulate
Jen and James Spence on their

November 20th,
wedding held in Strathmore, AB.

All the best for your future together!

CAAA Members & Staff
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UNDERSTANDING
ATTRITION!

Unless you have been involved in book-
ing a block of hotel rooms, you probably are
not familiar with attrition. But those of us who
organize conventions have had to take a crash
course in attrition management over the past
few years. Following is an explanation of at-
trition and how it can negatively affect your
Association:

Hotels Provide:
● Guaranteed use of sleeping rooms

● Guaranteed use of meeting space

● Tables, chairs, riser, AV

● Staff to set up meetings

● Availability of food service

● Availability of parking

● Concierge service

● Security personnel

● Staffing for anything a guest might
need

In Return The Hotel Expects:
● Sleeping rooms used, which are held

for the group

● Meeting space used, which is held for
the group

● Attendees to utilize hotel restaurants,
gift shops, spas, bars, vending etc.

If Contract Room Block Is
Not Filled?
● The association asking for these facilities

and services is liable for the loss of hotel
income.

Most hotel contracts currently include
some form of “attrition clause.” A sample
contract states, “The hotel should hold 400
room nights, but if only 300 are used, the or-
ganization must pay for the unused rooms or
some pre-determined penalty.” Attrition
clauses are nothing new in hotel contracts. In
the last 15 years or so they have become
standard, though often in the past they were
not strictly enforced by hotels.

The CAAA has not for the most part had
major attrition problems. But within the last
three years, the availability of online hotel
searches and the availability of rooms from
organizations like hotels.com, ecpedia.com
and travelocity.com are changing this situa-
tion. It has become very easy and very
prevalent for attendees to book hotel rooms

outside the block of rooms reserved by the as-
sociation. Rooms are often available from these
and other on-line sited for the headquarters
hotel at lower rates than the association’s con-
tracted group rate.

Why isn’t the negotiated Group Rate
the lowest available rate?

Are the association representatives who
negotiate these rates really bad negotiators? Is
there something going on here that I don’t
know about? No and yes! When comparing the
price for one hotel room for one night without
prior registration (this is known as the Rack
Rate) to the price for a convention hotel room
(this is known as the Group Rate) you are com-
paring two distinctly different items.

“Group Rates” include the cost to the hotel
of all space, staffing, and incidentals the group
will require divided by the number of rooms
the group wants held out of the hotel sales in-
ventory for their use. A hotel’s “Rack Rate” is
based on the use of one sleeping room only
and is based on the availability at the time of
reservation. In general, the greater the occu-
pancy of the hotel when you reserve it, the more
expensive the room will be, and a hotel with a
low occupancy will most likely have a low
room rate.

So what happens when I stay across
the street to save a few bucks?

You save a few bucks in the short term. But
if enough people choose to “save a few bucks”
and the contracted room block is not used, the
hotel has the right to enforce the “Attrition
Clause” and the association could face several
problems. Depending on the contract, the as-
sociation may have to pay thousands of dollars
to the hotel for the unused space, as well as
loss of all or part o f the meeting space – putting
our meeting on the street. Many associations,
CAAA included, depend on the revenue gen-
erated at the annual convention to pay for its
operating costs throughout the year.

Why doesn’t the Association just
insist there is no attrition clause?

For a hotel to allow this would be the
equivalent of an aerial applicator agreeing
with a farmer/client to hold his airplane ex-
clusively for the farmer’s needs for the month
of July. The aerial operator hires a pilot, pays
the insurance for the month, contracts for the
chemicals, etc. Then the farmer says, “Sorry,
I don’t need you anyhow, and I’m real sorry
that it is too late for you to find another cli-
ent. Oh, well!”

Legally, even without an “Attrition Clause”
the courts hold that there is an implied prom-
ise of usage in the contract and groups still
have to pay at least with an “Attrition Clause”
the penalty is pre-defined.

Some organizations are trying to find al-
ternate ways to contract for meetings. One
approach is not to book any sleeping room
blocks. The organization rents meeting space
from the hotel or convention center and ex-
pects each attendee to manage his or her own
housing. There may not be a “headquarters
hotel” and attendees lose out on the camara-
derie and networking advantages found by
those in the headquarters hotel. The organi-
zation also has to find a way to offset the cost
of the meeting space and ends up raising the
registration rates to all attendees. Hotel meet-
ing spaces typically rent from several hundred
dollars per day for a small meeting room to
several thousand dollars per day for a room
to house several hundred people or a large
meal.

Make sure when making your reservations
you are staying at the conference headquarter
hotel. Help us make each convention success-
ful for you, the attendee, and for the
association. Contact the Hotel Vancouver to-
day to book your room for the 2005 CAAA
Conference and Tradeshow. Call 1-800-441-
1414 or 604-684-3131 and reference the
CAAA Convention. See you in Vancouver!

Information shared by the NAAA –
September/October 2004
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The Soap Box
Brian Kinniburgh – Fox

Coulee Aviation Inc.

Hello everyone. It has been a long while
since I have stood on my soapbox and had a
rant session, but alas the time has come again.

Recently at the Alberta Aerial Applicator’s
annual general meeting, the subject of road
usage was on the agenda. I have submitted a
letter to the CAIRS board outlining my con-
cerns for the continued use of roads in place
of airports for landing strips. As some mem-
bers now know, I believe the time has come
for this practice to cease and desist, except in
the rare instances where an operator has no
other option because of distance to an airport.
We try to portray an image to the regulators
and others out there what professionals we
are, and yet this practice still continues to-
day. No one can tell me there are not a
sufficient number of airports in any of the
Prairie Provinces that could not be used in
place of roads.

This past season we had one accident
CAIRS had to pay out and in my opinion had
this individual used better judgment and
worked off the airport just five miles away,
this accident could have been prevented.

There was a time many years ago that my
family owned a business in southern Alberta
and used roads fairly regularly. That was also
during a time when every town did not have
a local airport to work from.

My father, who has since passed on, was
fortunate enough to fly spray planes for forty
years. But he once had to put a loaded spray
plane down on a road as it was plugged and
product would not come out of the nozzles.
He hit a rut in the road, exited the road, hit

the ditch and came to rest in a field with a
bent airplane. He was not hurt, but road use
was no longed looked upon in a cavalier fash-
ion, within our company. I quickly figured if
a man with the wealth of experience and thou-
sands of hours he had could hit the ditch, then
a green horn such as myself had best use air-
ports all the time. Our company policy was
soon changed to airport use only.

I have however used roads since that time.
BUT strictly for an emergency situation
where bending an airplane was not an option.
I needed that airplane to create revenue for
both my family and for the company’s bot-
tom line. I’m happy to say that roads have
saved by butt at least four times in my career.
It is nice to have the option of using a road if
need be, but to make hundreds of road land-
ings every year? Trust me, the law of averages
will catch up with the individual who contin-
ues this practice all the time. None of us is
bullet proof. None of us is that great aviator
who, nothing can ever happen too. We are all
mere mortals, with some of us being luckier
than others. But luck has a habit of running
out. As a friend of mine once said, and whom
shall remain nameless at this time, FOR
EVERY MILE OF ROAD, THERE ARE
TWO MILES OF DITCHES. Think about
that. The odds are already stacked against the
individual who chooses to conduct them-
selves in this manner.

That’s it. Bring on the flak if you wish.
I’m sure the whole membership would like
to hear any and all views on this subject. I
know I would.

Don't Forget to Renew your 2005 CAAA Membership!

Monitor Insect Pests in
2005

Unusually cool temperatures across west-
ern Canada kept severe grasshopper and many
other insect pest infestations at bay this past
growing season. Continuously monitoring for
insect pests is a good management practice –
localized outbreaks are likely in 2005.

“Forecasting insect pest infestations is a
vital part of an integrated approach to pest
management,” says Brian Wintonyk, Dow
AgroSciences, Customer Agronomist. “If
there is enough warning, producers will be
able to deal with the pest before significant
yield losses have occurred.”

“Temperature and staging are very impor-
tant for grasshopper control,” says Wintonyk.
“Lorsban* 4E is effective under a wide range
of temperatures. However, spraying should
occur in the early evening, when the insects
are most active or higher in the crop canopy.”
Lorsban is the best product to use if the tem-
perature is over 25°C.

Wintonyk recommends using a higher rate
of Lorsban for high infestation levels, adult
grasshoppers, or where the crop canopy is
dense. Wintonyk also emphasizes the impor-
tance of using recommended water volumes
for penetrating the crop canopy and getting
good coverage and consistency.

For an aerial application of Lorsban to
control grasshoppers, the recommended wa-
ter volume is 10-30 L/ha (4-12L/a), (1-3 US
gal/a).

* Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

To help your customers predict the possibil-
ity of a localized grasshopper infestation in
their area, Wintonyk suggests the following
steps:

Look for Early Warning Signs
Encourage your customers to monitor areas
with early green growth such as field mar-
gins, fence lines, roadsides and crops grown
on stubble when grasshopper hatching be-
gins in the spring.

Watch the Weather
Spring temperatures can affect the eggs. A
warm spring speeds hatching and develop-
ment and a cool spring slows it down. Early
hatching means the grasshoppers will feed
on younger, less tolerant crops, which can
cause greater damage.

The CAAA Newsletter, New Horizons pro-
vides news and opinion articles as a service to
our readers. These articles may or may not
come from sources outside of our organization.
Where possible, the author and the source are
documented. Statements and opinions expressed
in these articles, or on the web site, are solely
those of the author or authors and do not nec-
essarily state or reflect those of the CAAA.

Riddle:
Forward I am heavy,

but backward I am not.
What am I?

Answer on page 9

Riddle:

Watch for the CAAA
Business Survey

coming in January,
2005.

Complete it and
see the benefits the

information will
provide

for your company
and the industry.
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“City by the Sea”
2005 CAAA Annual Conference & Trade Show    Hotel Vancouver

Vancouver, British Columbia              February 24 – 26, 2005

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2005

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Cascade Aerospace Facility & Conair Aircraft TOUR
(see page 8 for more information)

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. CAIR Safety Seminar
(2 license certification credits)

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Ice Breaker – Vancouver Harbour Boat Cruise
(see page 9 for more information)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2005

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. License Re-certification & National Exam
Vivianne Servant, Alberta Environment
(1 license certification credit)

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Exhibits Open

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Forestry & Fire Suppression
Honourable Michael de Jong, B.C. Minister of Forests

12:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. CAAA Annual General Meeting with lunch

2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Exhibits Open

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Hosted Reception

7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Awards Banquet & Auction

11:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. Hospitality Suite

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2005

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CAIR Annual General Meeting

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. WCAAA Scholarship Lunch
Keynote Speaker – Rafe Mair:  The New Canada
(see page 7 for more information)

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. City Tour

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Exhibits Open

7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Dine on Your Own

10:30 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. Hospitality Suite
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Joke
of the

Month

AGM SpeakersAGM Speakers
RAFE MAIR

Rafe Mair, former lawyer, cabinet minister
and scratch golfer. One of Canada's most hailed
radio talk-show hosts, he delivers lively, healthy,
sometimes acerbic, always straight-forward dis-
cussion on public affairs. Considered a credible
voice of the nation, he mixes ruthless interroga-
tion with objective thought. He is veteran
broadcaster, author and columnist, Rafe Mair.

Born on December 31, 1931 in Vancouver,
Mair graduated from UBC with his LL.B. in 1956.
His political career began in 1973, as a Kamloops
alderman. His last public posting was as the BC
minister responsible for constitutional affairs from
1977 to 1980, where he attended all critical meet-
ings either as Premier Bennett's representative or
advisor. He has a unique insight and training into
political and constitutional matters, having
traveled extensively researching these matters.
Included in this research were trips to Germany
to evaluate their bicameral federal system, Swit-
zerland to learn about their federation with its
theme of participatory democracy and the United
States, courtesy of the State Department, for an
in-depth study of the inter-relationship of the
White House and Congress, as well as relations
between state governments and Washington.

Mair hardly confines his efforts to politics.
In his daily morning editorials, he also discusses
sports, his slow, unsteady return to his Anglican
roots, flyfishing and travel. This is one political

2004 CAAA Annual
Conference and Trade Show

February 24 – 26, 2005

Vancouver, BC

Hotel   Vancouver

Call the Hotel Vancouver for
your reservation at
1-800-441-1414

or
604-684-3131

Reference the CAAA Convention in

order to receive the special $129.00

room rate (based on single or double

occupancy). Children under 18 are

free. Reservations received after

January 31, 2005 will be accepted on

space available basis only.

Space is limited.

Michael de Jong was appointed Minister of
Forests on June 5, 2001.

Mr. de Jong previously served as Deputy
House Leader for the Official Opposition and as
critic for a variety of portfolios, including envi-
ronment, health, employment and investment, and
aboriginal affairs.

He sat on the Select Standing Committees
on Aboriginal Affairs and on Finance and Gov-
ernment Services. He was also a member of the
Official Opposition Caucus Committee on Edu-
cation.

He was first elected in a 1994 by-election
to represent the electoral district of Matsqui. He
was re-elected in 1996 and again in 2001 to the
new riding of Abbotsford-Mount Lehman.

Before his election to the Legislative Assem-
bly, Mr. de Jong practiced as a lawyer in his
Abbotsford firm. He is past-president of the Fraser
Valley Bar Association. He holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Carleton University in Ottawa
and a law degree from the University of Alberta.
He has been a member of the B.C. Law Society
since 1989.

Mr. de Jong was an Abbotsford school trus-
tee and has also been involved with the
Abbotsford-Matsqui Arts Council and the Matsqui
Youth Commission. He was a captain in the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces Reserve.

Mr. de Jong lives in Abbotsford.

HON. MICHAEL DE JONG
Minister of Forestsjunkie and, because he's been there, a highly

skeptical one who combines gut reaction with pun-
gent response, punctuated with what has been
called his "wicked sense of humour."

Mair has written four books. The first, "The
Last Cast," is a labour of love chronicling his fly-
fisherman adventures; one unkind wag
characterized it as a "chronicle of Rafe falling in
rivers around the world."

"Canada: Is Anyone Listening?" is his sec-
ond book. Widely praised, former Prime Minister
Kim Campbell called it both "a book which all Ca-
nadians should read" and "a good read." It offers
wide-ranging views on health, the environment and
Canada's unity.

His third book, "Rants, Raves and Recollec-
tions," was on the B.C. best-seller list for many
weeks. A fourth book, published in 2002, "More
Rants," was published by Whitecap Books. He also
contributes regularly as a print columnist to more
than 20 Canadian print publications.

Mair is 39-years-old, though he steadfastly
avoids explanations of how he has a 47-year-old
son and a 23-year-old grandson. He is married to
his beloved Wendy, has seven grandchildren and a
chocolate Labrador named Chauncey.

Rafe Mair has a rare quality: his words,
whether in ink, in jest or intended to punch, makes
people think passionately, protectively and prepos-
terously about politics, the arts and humanity.

Snow Mobile Trip
 Join us for two days of snowmobiling immediately

following the CAAA Conference.  Enjoy the BC
mountains, Hot Springs, skiing and snowmobiling -
rentals available.  Everyone welcome.  Inquiries to

be directed to Greg Flowitt at 250-347-9511.
Registration deadline
December 31, 2004.

A newcomer to Vancouver arrives on a rainy day.

She gets up the next day, and it's raining. It also

rains the day after that and the day after that. She

goes out to lunch and sees a young kid and out of

despair, asks, 'Hey, kid, does it ever stop raining

around here?' The kid says, 'How should I know?

I'm only 6'

Joke
Of the

Month
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DON’T MISS THIS TOUR!
Cascade Aerospace & Conair Aviation

You will tour the Cascade Aerospace’s
state-of-the-art 250,000 square foot mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul facility. Cascade
Aerospace specializes in the maintenance,
repair, overhaul and modification of all mod-
els of Boeing 737 and Boeing 757 aircraft.
Located at the Abbotsford International Air-
port, Cascade built North America's most
state-of-the-art facility in 2000.

Born of a love for machines that can fly,
Cascade Aerospace Inc. is the realization of
a dream to build the best airplane repair sta-
tion in the world. Passionate about flying and
fascinated by the complexities of precision
aircraft, Cascade Aerospace was created by a
man who wanted to live his dream. At just
seventeen years of age, Barry Marsden, Cas-
cade’s founding Chairman, earned his pilot’s
license, and with that, began a life long rela-
tionship with machines that can fly.

Today, Cascade Aerospace is a leading
maintenance, repair, overhaul and modifica-
tion services company. Cascade is achieving
its goal of being the premier aircraft repair
station and the first choice of customers from
around the globe by translating their life-long
relationship with airplanes into life-long re-
lationships with customers.

Then you will move on to the Conair Avia-
tion Facility. For the past 32 years, Conair's
main base of operations has been located at
the Abbotsford International Airport. Conair
currently occupies over 100,000 square feet
of hangar and shop space. The facilities have
been designed to service and maintain their
fleet of 43 fixed-wing specialty aircraft.

With a variety of aircraft types including
land-based and water scooping airtankers and
birddog aircraft, Conair’s highly-skilled pi-
lots can be responsive to any fire
management, oil spill control, and large-scale
spraying for disease and pest control.

As the authorized Canadian dealer for the
Air Tractor AT-802F, Conair has the knowl-
edge, experience and depth to support this
aircraft in Canada. This multiple-use aircraft
provides turbine reliability, improved fuel ef-
ficiency and heightened aircraft performance
for both its initial attack forest fire control,
agriculture and forestry protection roles. Pow-
ered by a PT6A-67AG turbine engine, the
aircraft is able to takeoff and land at remote
strips or small airports and offers low vibra-
tion and excellent visibility for the pilot.

The tours of these two world-class avia-
tion facilities will be an exciting addition to
the full CAAA Conference and Tradeshow
program. The tour is scheduled for Thursday,
February 24, 2005 leaving the Hotel Vancou-
ver at 8:00 a.m. returning at 2:00 p.m. in time
for the CAIR Safety Seminar. A box lunch
will be provided. This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity for a private tour of these two
extraordinary facilities.

Register On-Line
Visit our website at

www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com
and register for the conference on-

line. The site is secure so you can use
your Visa or Mastercard.

Arrive In  Vancouver

For The 2005 AGM On

Wednesday Night So You

Don't Miss The Cascade

Aerospace Facility &

Conair Aircraft  Tour.

“What lies
behind us and

what lies ahead
of us are tiny

matters
compared to
what lives
within us.

”
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES

Babysitters
needed at

AGM
If you are bringing along

a child 12 years or older

 that is interested in

babysitting during the

AGM or you are interested

in obtaining babysitting

services,

please contact the

CAAA office.
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To kick off your first evening in Vancouver, the Thursday night Ice Breaker will be held
aboard the luxurious and contemporary Harbour Princess Cruise for an exceptional blend
of fun and excitement. You'll find panoramic views inescapable in nearly every section of
the ship, inside and out. The MV Harbour Princess is designed for enjoyment during all
Vancouver's seasons!   The ship has a large, fully stocked bar on the second interior deck,
a large dance area with music on the second deck and hors d'oeuvres available throughout
the boat.
Enjoy a 2.5 hour leisurely cruise past the downtown skyline, the cruise ship terminal of
Canada Place, False Creek, Granville Island, the West Vancouver shoreline and more.
Take in the sights and sounds of the city as you enjoy the music and delicious West Coast-
themed cuisine. You'll have the best spot in Vancouver to enjoy the evening under a star-lit
sky as the moon reflects off the Pacific, while cruising past the magnificent night-time
Vancouver skyline.

Harbour Princess Cruise CAAA Awards
The Canadian Aerial Applicators
Association is accepting
nominations for the following
annual awards:

Award of Excellence -

Recognizing an individual’s contribution
to the betterment of agricultural aviation
in Canada.

The Ace Award -

Presented to a pilot with five years or
less experience who demonstrated great
tenacity and willingness to accept “any
position around the hangar that may lead
to a flying job”, in their quest to become
a professional Ag-Pilot.

The Jumpseat Award -

For an individual, group or allied member
who through personal effort and
dedication has made a substantial
contribution to the agricultural aviation
industry and the CAAA.

Wings of Agriculture Award -

For outstanding professionalism in
agricultural aviation by an active member
of the association.

M.V.P. Award -

For a non-flying individual support staff
person of a CAAA member who
demonstrates an outstanding
contribution to the teamwork approach
of an aerial application operation in
Canada.

CAAA Pilot of the Year -

Presented to an active CAAA individual
member who is a pilot with more than 5
years experience and has demonstrated
dedication and professionalism
throughout their career as an
agricultural pilot.

CAAA members wishing to nominate a
fellow member for one of these awards
are requested to complete the
enclosed forms and submit to the
CAAA office by December 31, 2004.

Awards will be presented at the 2005
Annual General Meeting in Vancouver,
February 24-26, 2005.

The CAAA wants to thank
Gilles Trudel from

SOPFIM for his long-term
service and dedication as an
ECC representative on the
CAAA board of directors.

We welcome Simon Page as
his replacement.

Reccommended in Where Magazine's Essential
Vancouver as one of the top ten "Best Views" in

Vancouver

WCAAA
Scholarship
Just a reminder!
The Women of the Canadian Aerial

Applicators Association (WCAAA)
along with the Scott Kinniburgh Me-
morial Contributors are pleased to offer
the Scholarship Award Program. If you
require an application form, please con-
tact the CAAA office at 780-413-0078.
Submission deadline to the WCAAA
is no later than December 31, 2004.

A TON

Riddle:
Answer to
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NAAA Tradeshow
& Conference – 2004

Reno, Nevada
December 6 - 9, 2004

CAAA
AGM – 2005

Fairmont Hotel Vancouver
Vancouver, BC

February 24 - 26 , 2005

SAAA
AGM – 2005

Temple Gardens
Mineral Spa

Moose Jaw, SK
November 3, 4 & 5, 2005

• Controls 12 nasty bugs including
grasshoppers, wheat midge, diamondback
moth larvae, lygus bug, bertha armyworm
and cutworms.

• Can be applied by air or ground.

• Tank mixes with popular herbicides.

• Registered on most major field crops.

• Available at your local ag retailer.

Your defence against bad bugs

MOTHER OF ALL
BUGBUSTERS

www.uap.ca
West: 1-800-561-5444 East: 1-800-265-4624

™Pyrinex is a trademark of Makhteshim-Agan. 3675 1128

Calendar Of Events

Transport Canada/
Aviation Industry

16th Aviation Safety
Council Meeting

Thursday, January 27,
2005

Western Canada Avia-
tion Museum

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Contact to register:
Carol Beauchamp, TC,

System Safety
(204) 984-4291

(204) 999-1651 (Cell)
(204) 984-2257

Email;
beaucca@tc.gc.ca
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Diamond
Bayer CropScience Canada Co.

Gold
Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, Inc.
United Agri Products Canada Inc.

 Silver
Air Tractor, Inc.

Pratt & Whitney Canada, Inc.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

Satloc LLC

Bronze
4-AV-FUEL.COM

AAAA
Aerial Spray & Charter Ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AgResource
AG-NAV Inc.

AG-TIPS
Air Fab 2000 Ltd.

Airparts Network Ltd.
Assiniboine Community College

Bar 71 Aviation Ltd.
BASF Canada, Inc.

Battlefords Airspray
Brandon Flying Club

C.P. Products
CAIR

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Pool Agencies Limited

Canadian Propeller Ltd.
Cascade Flying Services

Conair Group Inc.
Covington Aircraft

Desser Tire & Rubber Co., Inc.

DuPont Canada Inc.
DynaNav Systems, Inc.

ECC
Engage Agro

Executive Flight Centre
Firetrol Canada Company

Flight Fuels, Inc.
Foam Fighter (Racemic Research Inc.)

Focus Industries Inc.
Fox Coulee Aviation Inc.

Greening Aviation Claims, Inc.
Hotel Vancouver

Jeffries Airworks Co. Inc.
Johnston Aircraft Service, Inc.

Lane Aviation, Inc.
Leading Edge Aviation Ltd.

MAAA
ManageWise, Inc.

Mid-Continent Aircraft Corporation
Moffat Consulting/ Specialized Spray

Systems
Monsanto Canada, Inc.

Murray’s Aircraft
Nufarm Agriculture

Oldfield Kirby Esau, Inc.
Omex Agriculture Inc.

Pacific Oil Cooler Service, Inc.
Phosyn PLC

Power Rich Corporation
Prairie Steel Products Ltd.
Promoculture Canada Ltd.

PropWorks Propeller Systems Inc.
R-S Sales, Inc.

SAAA
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Thabet Thrush

Transport Canada - Systems Safety
Tulsa Aircraft Engines Inc.

Univar Canada Ltd.
Valent BioSciences Canada Ltd.

West Wind Airspray Ltd.
Western Propeller Company Ltd.

Westin Hotel - Calgary
WestJet

Wetaskiwin Aerial Applicators Ltd.
Wetaskiwin Motor Sports

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.
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Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts for S2R Thrush,
Transland spreader new, stainless steel spray valve,
CP check values, plus numerous other parts.
Call Joe at 306-738-2024, email:
javandebv@hotmail.com

HANGAR STORAGE, 16,000 SQ. Ft. available at
Yorkton Aircraft Service. Call for rates and avail-
ability. 1-800-776-4656.

SATLOC GPS systems, sales and support in
Canada.  GPS Yorkton 1-800-776-4656

AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS.  Even though
the price has been consistently dropping, with new
software upgrades (at no charge to current owners!)
the amazing agricultural capabilities of this compact
GPS continue to expand.  With Fire Nav, you can
now have real time moving map fire fighting data,
including bird dogs, air tankers and drop locations!
AG-NAV’s customer support is still unbeatable.
Call Lloyd at West Central Air at 306-882-3830,
or AG NAV at 1-888-66-AGNAV.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

NEW SEEKING - Seat wanted for Air Tractor
Dromedar. 28 yrs old, 1800 hrs total time, 1500+ hrs
Ag. Time, 800+ hrs, on Thrush. No accidents and
experience with herbicides. Please leave message
for Kevin: 204-747-2768 or 306-365-8216

NEW WANTED - Turbine qualified ag pilots for
the 2005 season. Call Jon at 204-763-8998 or email
resume to jon@westmanaerial.com

PILOTS WANTED - Forest Protection Limited
would like to hear from individuals interested in join-
ing our team as AT802 pilots starting in the 2005
season.  We have a long history in the Aerial Appli-
cation and Fire Suppression fields. For more
information visit our website www.forestprotect-
ionlimited.com/english/employment.html

CLASSIFIED ADS
AIRCRAFT

 2000 Premium AT502B, 683TTSN.  Call Yorkton
Aircraft at 1-800-776-4656.

NEW  1998 AIR TRACTOR 502 B with only 1900
hours TT, PT 6A-34. This plane has everything and
is in premium condition – always haggard with a
'fussy' owner. Loaded with no damage history!! It
has: Chrome Spinner, Factory Air Conditioning,
Cockpit Heat, Satloc M3 flow control, Rotary ACS
Nozzles AND CP Nozzlesm a Dry Transland
Spreader, VGS FM UHF, AM/FM CD stereo radio,
ANR, Electric Brake, Ground Adjusts High Output
Pump, Drop Boom, Rinse Tank, Single Point Fuel,
and Smoker.
Also...Are you thinking of expanding your aerial
application business or do you want to start an aerial
application business? Here is an opportunity for You!
Everything you need  is here and rteady to go; tanks,
pumps, mix units, nurse units, hangar, water supply
at  location, gravel/paved runway, and an established
client list. Call Blair Mutcher, Lonesome View @
(306) 695-3404

1995 Weatherly – 500 hrs. total time, Satloc,
$165,000.00. Call Norm at 306-536-5055 or email
norm@skynorth.com

1988 Air Tractor 401 C-FARM, 0 SMOH, mid-time,
Satlock, Flow Control, VG's, Smoker, Air, New King
CoM, GPS, Fresh Inspection, all AD done,
$180,000.00 CND. Call Norm at 306-536-5055 or
email norm@skynorth.com

1986 Thrush for sale. Call Dan Eley 306-255-2611.

1975 Cessna 172M 1230 TT on engine & TACH
NEW MK10 NAV/COM.  Original paint and inte-
rior.  Asking $90,000.00 Cdn.  Call Jim at
204-822-6309.

1973 Cessna 188B Ag Wagon, 2850 Hrs TTAF, 912
Hrs, engine TTSM, Satlock litestar GPS equipped,
VHF and FM radios, Stainless steel booms C/W air
driven pump, New paint, no damage history, $80,000.
Very clean airplane, ready to fly away.  Currently
located at Stony Plain, Alberta.  Please contact:
Roland Blackburn, (780) 939-2454  Home, (780)
939-3933  Work or (780) 910-8310  Cell.

1969 CHEROKEE 140, 6000 TT, 2000 E.T.,
new paint.  Asking $35,500.00 Cdn.
Call Jim at 204-822-6309.

PARTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES

Now buying feed grains in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Call for pricing.
Commodity Options Ltd. Matt Bestland –
204-771-1980, Johnny Bestland -  204-792-2274.

$100 Gift Certificate for an oil cooler overhaul from
Pacific Oil Cooler Service.  Best offer.  Call Jon at
204-763-8998.

1992 Mack CH16 Fuel truck and pup trailer. Both
are certified for diesel for Jet fuel indefinitely.  The
truck has 4 compartments (18,000 L total) and the
pup has two compartments (22,000 L total).  Phone
Jon at 204-763-8998 or Brent at 204-824-2777.

FERTILIZER – All types of Liquid and Dry Ferti-
lizers available.  Terminal space through Western
Canada.  Call for pricing and availability.  Matt 204-
736-2476, email: bestlandagro@mts.net

FROM FARMING – TO FLYING – TO FISH-
ING – The story of Joe Semochko and the early
years of aerial application in Manitoba.  To order,
mail requests to Riza Semochko at #16 Redwing
Place, Penticton, BC V2A 8K6.  Cost $22.00 (In-
cludes $2.00 Shipping and Handling)

FULLY LOADED
READY TO WORK

Have you seen our new Weather Products?
Excellent gift idea!
Visit our website or call us for a catalog!

GPS Equipment for sale
Extensive Parts Inventory
New & Used
Airframe to engine, tires to radios!
Give us a call.

1-800-776-4656
Email: INFO@YORKTONAIRCRAFT.COM

WEB: WWW.YORKTONAIRCRAFT.COM

Happy Holiday Greetings
to

You & Yours
from

Allan, Cheryl, and the Entire YAS Team.

See you in Vancouver in February!

Visit our website for more new
& used aircraft sales listings

AT520B FOR SALE 2000, 683 TTSN


