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For those of you who had the benefit of
the recent moisture, mostly snow here, I’m
sure you had a sigh of relief. The agricul-
ture industry can plan all it wants, but
something as fundamental as moisture can
foil the best laid plans. Unfortunately our
industry relies on having a crop to care for,
no rain.......no work.

The CAP clinic in Yorkton was a knock-
out! It was well organized, well staffed and
lots of activity happening. The lunches were
tasty, with variety every day, and the pit roast
by Allan Denesowych was a feast. It took a
lot of work by the staff from Yorkton Air-
craft, Leading Edge Aviation and Miccar
Aerial. They even had to send Devon
Yaholnitsky to pick up Dennis Gardisser
in Winnipeg with the Bonanza.........talk
about stress. It all had a happy ending but it
wouldn’t have happened if it wasn’t for a
lot of dedicated people working hard to
make it happen. Thanks to all of you who
worked so hard, especially to those of you
who took time out from running your busi-
nesses to contribute.

So now we should have all the planes
ready to fly, have the proper documents in
place, so basically the only thing left to do
is to get ourselves and our staff mentally
prepared for the season ahead. Safety has
to be the most important single thought that
should be floating through the grey matter

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Lorin Rubbert

between the ears. It is easy to say the word
but saying it doesn’t make it happen, it has
to be played out with actions....actions are
easier to do with written procedures and
protocols........with these items in place it is
easier to duplicate safety and to pass it on
to the rest of the team members. Members
of the team should be encouraged to speak
openly about safety matters. It is only when
each member can feel secure in sharing their
views about safety related matters, that
safety is actually practiced. Those of you
responsible for ground crews would do well
to go over all new and existing labels you
anticipate using this season, it’s incredible
what one can forget over the course of the
winter, and the labels can change, so make
sure you’re reading a current label. Take the
time to go over all personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) and as we all come in different
sizes, so does the equipment. Make sure it
properly fits who ever is using it and is in-
structed in the daily care. There needs to be
spare cartridges for the respirators and the
cartridges can vary depending on the prod-
uct being used. If in doubt review the label.

This year you need to be particularly
careful of the product you are applying,
making sure the crop you are applying it to
is on the label, being careful to respect the
preharvest interval, should there be one
listed. Many of the countries we export to

will be testing for compounds that haven’t
been tested for in the past, and any residue
levels above established (MRL) levels will
have serious repercussions.

Remember, it is an election year in the
USA and any discrepancy that shows up in
produce heading south will be an opportu-
nity for economic politics at the border. You
can quite easily find yourself in front of a
TV camera or microphone with someone
on the other end looking for a news story,
so it might not hurt to go over your media
card and review with the staff what you’re
going to say and who’s going to say it.

I got into this industry because of my
desire to fly and my love of agriculture, you
just can’t only do that today. It really is nec-
essary to learn all the skills of being well
versed in front of the public whether it’s a
media person, or in front of your local civic
group. There is abundant material out there
for you to review from the CAAA or NAAA
offices to help you through such an uncom-
fortable event. Make sure you avail yourself
of it.

Enough for now, I feel like I’m nagging,
so it’s time to quit. Remember though, the
fate of our industry rests on each one of us.

Be safe, it really is an attitude.
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ALBERTA
James Spence

G’day mates! As I write this, I’m making
final preparations for a trip to Australia with
my fiancé. The Aerial Agricultural Association
of Australia Convention is being held June 7-
10 at the Royal Pines Resort, Gold Coast
Queensland Australia. It will be exciting to trade
information and stories with the “Aussie’s”
about our respective industries. I also look for-
ward to a round of golf at the President’s Cup
Golf Tournament and the white sandy beaches
of Australia’s East Coast.

Alberta has met with interesting weather
recently, much like some other parts of Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba. It is also nice to see
commodity prices (i.e. canola) at dollar levels
where both the growers and the aerial applica-
tors can make a little money this season. The
aftereffects of the BSE crisis can still be felt but
hopefully aerial applications of “brush control”
products will be up this year.

I met with Don Matthews, President and
CEO of Aviation Alberta, in early April to fur-
ther discuss how our Associations can benefit
each other. A thank you to Don for taking some
time out of his schedule to come to Bonnyville
for a visit. Since the last newsletter, the Alberta
Representatives for the new Prairie Aerial Cer-
tification Committee (PACC) have been chosen
by the 4A’s Directors. I would like to thank all
those who submitted their name for 1 of the 3
committee positions.

Like many operators across the province, we
are busy preparing ourselves for the large ex-
pected hatch of grasshoppers. Initial reports say
that Matador will once again be harder to ob-
tain in the prairie provinces, so contact your
suppliers early for all your crop care product
needs. It looks like the Alberta Government will
again be providing the farmers with a Grass-
hopper Rebate Program. A letter was issued to
all previous rebate submitters indicating crop
care products, which are not non-registered for
grasshopper control, will be denied a rebate.
Also be sure to ask your customers about oil-
field activity, etc on their lands, when they make
inquiries. It is only by being proactive with our
customers that we can avoid all potential appli-
cation hazards.

It is quite unusual for any of us to be traveling
halfway across the world for two weeks during
the start of our spray season. I only hope Jennifer
and I don’t miss out on too much of the fun. In
case you didn’t already know, Jennifer
Kinniburgh is my fiancé. I hope everyone en-
joys a safe and profitable 2004 season!

SASKATCHEWAN
Lloyd Good

It’s interesting how the notice that it is time
to write my Presidents report for the newsletter,
came just before I found the previous New Hori-
zons in my stack of mail! My first reaction is,
what did I write about last time, and are there
issues that need to be updated, arising from that
report. This is not only valid; it’s also the easiest
way to begin to address my obligation to report.
I have now read that issue and it is somewhat
overwhelming how many initiatives there are that
warrant time and effort from the SAAA board.
We are still prioritizing our initiatives (see last
newsletter), in an effort to maximize the time and
resources available, but are continuing to address
issues and concerns as they present themselves.

Some of the issues we’ve been involved with
since the April newsletter are as follows:

• SARM: (Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities) meetings, in Nipawin, Prince
Albert, and Meadow Lake, on forest fire pro-
tection: Lorin Rubbert and his staff put together
a power point presentation to be used. Michael
Yaholnitsky and his staff modified it and pre-
sented the SAAA’s potential value to cost
effective supplemental fire suppression for
rural municipalities. Kevin Mooney attended
the first meeting as the technical advisor.
Michael, Ted Anderson and I attended the sec-
ond meeting as technical support, and I made
the third presentation, with Kevin Mooney.
This is a first step, but an important one, as it
seemed to be very enlightening to the
attendees. These meetings came at a very busy
time of year, and a special thanks to those men-
tioned above, who generously gave of their

PROVINCIAL REPORTS
time.

• SAAA Office: For a number of reasons, in-
cluding having an office capable of answering
the SAAA toll free number during business
hours, the board has decided to employ the
office of Hansen and Associates to manage
the SAAA office. Thanks to Corinne Olson
for the time she worked for the SAAA.

• Government issues: We are waiting for an ap-
pointment with the Minister of Environment,
the Honourable David Forbes, as per the Pre-
miers direction, to discuss relevant issues
concerning the SAAA. We (Jim Wood, Lorin
Rubbert and myself) did have a meeting with
several key caucus members from the official
opposition. They expressed a genuine interest
and appreciation for our concerns.

• Wings of Saskatchewan Conference: I was
pleased to be able to host a conference com-
mittee-planning meeting. This year’s
convention is shaping up to be a “don’t miss”
event. We’ve had some very good input on
ways to make this years conference more ben-
eficial to SAAA members. There
implementation, supplementing a variety of
other valid reasons to attend, warrants you
scheduling this event into your plans. If you
have any ideas on how this years Wings of
Saskatchewan Conference could be more ap-
pealing to you or someone you know, please
let me know – before the conference! Don’t
forget, pesticide license renewal points will be
accredited for some of the sessions.

• Calibration Clinic: We always knew Dennis
Gardisser had something special to offer. Now
that the clinic in Yorkton has taken place, we
can quantify what that was! Dennis generously
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sacrificed his “insider” pull on the weather, to
the point that he couldn’t even fly himself to
Yorkton, in order to ensure the conditions
would be ideal for the CAAA calibration
clinic. After reluctantly flying airlines from
Winnipeg to Regina, Michael Yaholnitsky gen-
erously sent a plane to Regina to bring Dennis
to the large contingent assembled at Yorkton.
This resulted in a one-day delay of the wel-
come “pit roast” sponsored by Yorkton Aircraft
Service. This wasn’t an issue for the apprecia-
tive partakers, but it made for some scrambling
for Alan Denesowych (pit roaster
extraordinaire!) and Nancy Chillog (the rest
of the excellent meal), to meet the demand of
80, instead of the anticipated 30, hungry
attendees! Nancy’s mother-in-law was even
called to duty! (some 300 perogies). We were
oblivious to those challenges, and thoroughly
enjoyed a fabulous feast!! We then took ad-
vantage of the opportunity, and enjoyed a very
informative presentation from Dennis
Gardisser. After years of calibration clinics and
conference sessions, not to mention in the field
experience, we might justifiably believe that
we’re getting a handle on application technol-
ogy. However, after listening to Dennis, who
has an unbelievable amount of experience
(2,000 planes/year X “x” years = WOW!) to
add to his list of impressive qualifications, one
realizes that if he is still learning, there is more
for all of us to learn! Dennis is utilizing what
we know, and persuing it to the next level.
Thanks for dragging us along! The excellent
weather and tremendous support from every-
one involved, made this clinic a huge success.
Miccar Aerial did more than just help with the
calibration. They coordinated the coffee, pro-
vided by Yorkton Aircraft Service and
doughnuts, sponsored by Stoller Enterprises,
set up tables and chairs (donated by Yorkton
Distributors) in Yorkton Aircraft Services
hangar, where we enjoyed terrific lunches
sponsored by Bayer Crop Science, Dow
AgroSciences, Monsanto and Syngenta. Don
Ingham provided his classroom to set up the
string and drop scan analysis equipment. This
room was very active, with an impressive crew,
including Dennis Gardisser, Gord McDermit,
Matt Hughes, Tom Wolfe and his two assist-
ants, along with all of the curious applicators.
Don also had Leading Edge Aviation’s ag pi-
lot students available to help with the
calibration. There were numerous other
attendees who generously volunteered their
help, contributing to the ultimate success of
the clinic. Thanks to all.

Those are some of the goings on of the SAAA.
But more important now are the goings on of
your business. I’ve been thinking about these
concerns quite a bit lately - one of the “benefits”
of knowing you have a president’s report to write,
is you’d better say something relevant! A lot of

things that happen in your business are a result
of what you have done, and a lot are things that
just happen. What I’d like to comment on are not
the “things”, but how you respond to them. Do
what you can to control the things that happen to
you, but be sure not to allow the things that hap-
pen to you, control you!! Otherwise, stress will
become an integral part of your everyday life. If
stress was contagious, and you had it, you would
have the option of hanging around people you
don’t like.... But since it’s not, I see no value in it
(however twisted that value was!) Planning and
preparation are ways of mitigating your expo-
sure to situations that, without careful evaluation,
could lead to a stressful environment. Company
training and protocol can play an important role
in reducing your exposure to stress, and one of
it’s ugly byproducts – safety, or more accurately,
the lack of safety.

Always remember that job satisfaction is not
financially motivated (i.e.: money can’t buy hap-
piness), but that job satisfaction (enjoying what
you do) can still be financially rewarding! So,
here’s to a happy, safe, and rewarding season.

MANITOBA
Matt Bestland

Hello from Manitoba. Hopefully this news-
letter finds you ready and optimistic regarding
the upcoming season. Seeding in the Red River
Valley is stalled, due to 6" to 8 “ of snow and any
where from 2” to 4" inches of rain. Estimates of
completion range from 70% to 85% complete,
with special crops and canola remaining.

The Western side of the province estimates
progress at 65% complete and the Interlake and
Northern regions at 45% complete. In the South-
ern part of the province it has been wet and the
North parts have been unusually cold. The cool
and wet weather has put a damper on the SEAT
program with no dispatches to date; but it is still
early. Since this is the first submission I have
written for a while, I must commend the Alberta
team for an excellent job at the convention. Well
done! What is new at the MAAA? Well we have
just been informed the accreditation system for
recertification will go forward and that it will be
approved on an individual meeting content ba-
sis. Thanks to Jon Bagley on that one. As well,
the MAAA and BASF are co-sponsoring a se-
ries of independently conducted trials in potatoes,
canola and beans. The potato regions of Mani-
toba have been hit hard with the reduction of
potatoes grown under contract to the big three,
Simplot, Midwest (Nestle) and McCain, 26 grow-
ers, some who have been growing for Midwest
foods for 30 years, lost 100% of there produc-
tion contracts. Of those who lost there contracts,
four of them later received 75% of their contracts
back leaving 22 with no contract at all. Proces-
sors had warned there may be a cutback of up to
8% in contract volume. Help out where you can

- eat fries! Congratulations go out to Troy Bodie,
whose name will be inscribed on hockey’s most
difficult prize, the Memorial Cup. Troy’s
Kelowna Rockets went undefeated throughout
the tournament and captured the tournament with
a 2 - 1 victory over Gatineau. In closing, hope
you all have a safe and profitable season.

Proud parents Shirley and John Bodie with Troy (in
black cap) and brother Jonathan.

WCAAA Message
Jen Kinniburgh

Greetings: It’s hard to believe that spray sea-
son 2004 is now upon us. As I’m writing this, I
imagine most of you are gearing up for the busy
months by completing final tasks. Just when it
appeared the season was right around the cor-
ner, most parts of Alberta received scattered
snow and rain, delaying seeding a bit. However,
a small price to pay considering the moisture
levels for most of the province are fair at this
time.

I’m pleased to report I will be visiting the
“land down under” to attend the Aerial Agri-
cultural Association of Australia convention
(AAAA) from June 7 - 10 being held at the
Royal Pines Resort on the Gold Coast. James
and I are taking the opportunity to also spend
some time in Sydney beforehand, so it should
prove to be a good experience. We’re still back
and forth as to whether we’ll be swimming with
the sharks, or taking a hot air balloon ride. (I
suppose the final decision will be based mainly
on how many “Fosters” we consume before-
hand.) At any rate, we’re looking forward to
attending and hope to bring back some useful
information to pass on to CAAA members.

Sometimes during this time of year it’s hard
to forget just how short the summer is and how
long the winter can seem in regard to earning
revenue. However, it’s important to not let the
almighty dollar rule our way of thinking when
doing business. Undercutting others leads to,
essentially, shortchanging ourselves. Let’s keep
the prices fair and on an even keel to ensure our
longevity as aerial applicators. This association
will be stronger for it in the long run. I wish
you all a safe and productive season.
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Dennis Gardisser
Attends Yorkton Aircraft Clinic

Dennis Gardisser and Dez Burgess, pilot for Rubbert Aerial Spraying Inc. at work at the Yorkton CAP Clinic.

Each year, nearly 75 agricultural aircraft
from across the Prairies attend Calibration
and Patternization (CAP) Clinics organized
by the Canadian Aerial Applicators Associa-
tion (CAAA). This year the Yorkton CAP
Clinic welcomed Dr. Dennis Gardisser, Ph.D.
P.E. of Arkansas, USA.

“The goal of aerial application is to pro-
tect crops and forests from diseases, insects
and weeds while minimizing off target drift”
explained Dr. Gardisser, Professor and &
Associate Department Head of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Biological and Agricultural
Engineering Department. Considered one of
the leading experts in the field of optimum
spray coverage, Gardisser has spent years
researching agricultural chemical applica-
tions.

“The calibration clinics are designed to
improve the spray pattern of the aircraft thus
improving application while protecting the
public and the environment.” stated Gardisser,
who is also President of WRK of Arkansas
and co-developer of the specialized compu-
ter-based analysis equipment to be used at the
Yorkton clinic.

 “Aerial application is one of many tools
available to the modern farmer to assist them
to provide a safe and abundant food supply.
These clinics are the best way to assure the
highly trained pilots can provide the best serv-
ice to their customer and the community they

live in” explained Lorin Rubbert, CAAA
President. “By making these clinics manda-
tory the Canadian Aerial Applicators have
demonstrated their commitment to the pro-
fessionalism of their industry” added Rubbert.

In addition to pattern testing and calibra-
tion of the 15 aircraft present, Dr. Gardisser
also conducted several continuing education
sessions for applicators on topics such as
nozzle placement, boom length, and applica-

tion speed. The clinic was held at the Yorkton
Airport on May 13th & 14th. The Saskatch-
ewan Aerial Applicators Association and
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd. were hosts of
this year’s clinic. They were assisted by nu-
merous volunteers who donated endless time
and energy to this event. Thank you to all who
participated in this great event.

CAIR
Safety
Video

To acquire your copy
of the CAIR Safety

Video, please contact
the CAIR Office at

780-413-0016.
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Where is the Justice?
Matt Bestland

This issue is one that will not be famil-
iar to most MAAA and CAAA members.
The case was before the Manitoba courts
until mid-April, when an unprepared
articling student, dealt an astonishing blow
to a member of the Manitoba aerial appli-
cation industry.

 The facts are as follows. The MAAA/
CAAA member was legally applying a
product for a grower when an adjacent
land owner, (non-grower), drove a com-
bine one quarter of a mile out of his way
to, first watch the airplane work and then
proceed to time the throw of a 16" cres-
cent wrench within feet of the airplane as
it passed by. The pilot landed the airplane
without incident back at the home strip and
along with a witness proceeded back to
the application site to determine the rea-
son the individual had done this. (There

had been no prior warning). The individual
acknowledged he had done this and contin-
ued on to threaten to kill the pilot. The
authorities, (Transport Canada and the
RCMP), were immediately informed, the
RCMP conducted an investigation and the
individual was charged with mischief.

The accused had been previously charged
with mischief and had threatened to kill at
least one other person. It took 7 months for
the issue to come before the courts, at which
time, (against the victims and the MAAA’s
wishes), the unprepared crown counsel sur-
prisingly settled on a peace bond freeing the
accused. The victim and the MAAA were
totally unaware the crown counsel was an
articling student, who had not sought his su-
perior’s advice, and was about to plea bargain.
In discussions with the supervising counsel,
it was admitted, the articling student applied

and interpreted the rules and regulations
differently, since the aircraft was an Ag
aircraft. WHY, HOW can this be?

The reason the student gave, is that he
agreed, the landowner’s property, mostly
(airspace) was threatened. At no time did
the pilot fly over the landowner’s home or
yard! The MAAA and victim have abso-
lutely no recourse or reprimand process
in this case. We have all experienced the
due process of law involved when an in-
fraction has occurred or a complaint is
made against our companies. In this case
the due process of law was different due
to the type of aircraft involved. As opera-
tors and pilots we abide by many rules,
most of them clearly spelled out, but be
aware of the one that says, no one shall
endanger an aircraft in flight, except if it
is Ag aircraft.
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HISTORY:
H. J. IRVING - J. J. C. PICOT

WIND TUNNEL
Submitted by Dave Davies

In 1975, Mr. H.J. (Bud) Irving, then Man-
aging Director of Forest Protection Limited,
invited the involvement of the University of
New Brunswick Chemical Engineering de-
partment, for some technical studies relative
to the prevention of conifer defoliation by the
spruce budworm in New Brunswick’s forests.
Professors Jules Picot, P.Eng. and David
Kristmanson, P.Eng. took up the challenge,
with one outcome being the wind tunnel,
dedicated to the measurement of droplets re-
leased issuing from spray aircraft.

The conventional method used in 1977
was high-speed flash photography to gather
initial droplet measurements at the National
Research Council-National Aeronautical Es-
tablishment (NRC-NAE) wind tunnel in
Ottawa. This method, later to be found inad-
equate, measured droplets generated by
aircraft atomizers mounted inside the wind
tunnel with airspeeds set to aerial flying
speeds.

Early in 1978, a multiple-gap electronic
conductance probe was tested in the NRC-
NAE wind tunnel resulting with partial
success. Adequate measurements for droplets
in the 1 to 60 micron range were obtainable
with a PMS light scattering probe while meas-
uring larger droplets, measured with the PMS
imaging probe, did not result in success. The
need to have the best possible accuracy and
high confidence in droplet spectrum meas-
urements influenced the decision to construct
a wind tunnel specifically for droplet meas-
urements, and to incorporate the latest
state-of-the-art particle size measuring sys-
tem available. The 40-inch diameter wind
tunnel was completed in 1984 by the UNB
Chemical Engineering department techni-
cians headed by Alfred Knappe. Newly
emerging particle measuring systems were
assessed until the Malvern Fraunhofer Dif-
fraction spectrometer was obtained and
installed in 1991.

In 1994, as a result of M.Sc. Thesis work
by Robert Goguen, a mass-balance based at-
omizer characterization method was
developed which permitted excellent agree-
ment between pesticide input and output, this
met meeting the most demanding requirement
of spray atomizer characterization.

Over the years, four M.Sc. projects were
involved, as well as ten person-years of tech-
nical/professional staff and twenty years of
direction by Jules Picot. Throughout this pe-
riod, the work was coordinated with the Spray
Efficacy Research Group (SERG, earlier
known as NBSERG and now known as SERG
International) which provided timely focus on
the spray atomizer characterization require-
ments.

Development funding was provided by
Forest Protection Limited, the NRC Associ-
ate Committee on Agricultural Aviation, the
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council, the Canadian Forestry Service, the
UNB Chemical Engineering Department and
various members of SERG International. The
motivating input expressed by H.J. (Bud)
Irving in the early years and more regularly
by David Davies, current General Manager
of FPL and Edward Kettela, research scien-
tist at CFS, have been instrumental in making
the new Wind Tunnel facility at the Acadia
Research Forest a reality.

The H.J. Irving - J.J.C. Picot wind tunnel
is now available to do operational testing of
spray nozzles/atomizers using specified pa-
rameters (airspeed, flow rates, etc.) to provide
informative droplet spectrum data.

Continued on next page…

West Nile
Web Update

Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development

Approximately 2300 dead birds were re-
ceived during the West Nile Virus (WNv)
surveillance program implemented by the
Fish and Wildlife Division of Alberta Sus-
tainable Resources Development in 2003.
Nestlings were not examined and approxi-
mately 450 (20%) of the birds received were
unsuitable for analysis (dry, rotten, too young,
or unsuitable species). Thus testing was lim-
ited to 1843 corvids (899 crows, 835 magpies,
60 ravens, 49 blue jays). All usable corvids
were tested with the VecTest, an antigen-
based screening assay that was initially
validated in crows and, based on data col-
lected during this program in 2003, was later
validated in magpies. In addition, 5 sage
grouse, 3 goshawks, 1 swainson’s hawk, 1
shrike, and 1 great horned owl were assessed
for WNv using a PCR molecular test.

We confirmed WNv in 439 corvids, in-
cluding 203 crows, 231 magpies, and 5 blue
jays from the Grassland (n=210) and Park-
land (n=190) as well as southern Boreal
Forest (n=34), and eastern Foothills regions
(n=1) [plus 4 positive birds from unknown
locations]. Five sage grouse, 2 goshawk’s, 1
swainson’s hawk, 1 shrike, and 1 great horned
owl were also confirmed positive. Birds were
collected over a wide geographic range
throughout the province, although most birds
(87%) came from the Grasslands (n=779) and
Parkland (n=816) areas of southern and cen-
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E-Mail: cstmars@mts.net

tral Alberta. No evidence of the virus was
found in either the Mountain or Canadian
Shield Natural regions.

A similar proportion of VecTest-positive
crows (23%) and magpies (28%) were found
in affected areas. However, adjusting for the
reduced sensitivity of the test in magpies, the
actual proportion of positive magpies tested
in Alberta in 2003 may be as high as 46%.
Based on VecTest results, crows were the pre-
dominant infected corvid in the Boreal region,
while in the Parkland region, the proportion
of positive magpies (33%) was 2X greater
than the proportion of positive crows (17%).
In the Grassland region, the proportion of
positive crows and magpies were similar (29
and 26%, respectively).

The first positive bird was a magpie found
dead on June 17. The overall time between
collection and testing of individual corvids
in Alberta in 2003 was 5.51+4.01 days
(n=1548). The number of positive birds in-
creased steadily from mid July to a peak in
late August. In August, the proportion of posi-
tive crows and magpies was consistently more
than 60% of the birds tested each week.

Post mortem examinations were con-
ducted on 196 crows (all negative for WNv),
as well as 217 magpies (80 negative, 137 posi-
tive for WNv) to assess the cause of death.
The majority (70%) of crows died as a result
of blunt trauma. Similarly, blunt trauma was
the most common cause of death of the PCR-
negative magpies (40%) but only 18% of the
PCR-positive magpies.

Grab a calculator, you won’t be able
to do this one in your head.

1. Key in the first three digits of your
phone number (NOT the area code)

2. Multiply by 80

3. Add 1

4. Multiply by 250

5. Add the last 4 digits of your phone
number

6. Add the last 4 digits of your phone
number again

7. Subtract 250

8. Divide number by 2

Answer on page 16

Riddle:Riddle:
West Nile Web Update
Continued from previous page…

Calendar
Of Events

MAAA
Fall Meeting – 2004
Portage la Prairie, MB

November 4, 2004

SAAA
AGM – 2004
Saskatoon Inn
Saskatoon, SK

October 27 - 29, 2004

AAAA
AGM – 2004

Red Deer Lodge
Red Deer, AB

November 15 & 16, 2004

NAAA Tradeshow &
Conference – 2004

Reno, Nevada
December 6 - 9, 2004

CAAA
AGM – 2005

Hotel Vancouver Fairmont,
Vancouver, BC

February 24 - 26 , 2005

SAAA
AGM – 2005

Temple Gardens
Mineral Spa

Moose Jaw, SK
November 3, 4 & 5, 2005

“Prepare your mind to
receive the best that

life has to offer.

”ERNEST HOLMES
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Air Tractor names Kristin Edwards
Vice President, Sales

Olney, Texas - Air Tractor recently an-
nounced the promotion of Kristin Snow
Edwards to vice president of sales. Edwards
will be responsible for maintaining relation-
ships with Air Tractor’s dealer network and
advancing the company’s sales and market-
ing efforts. She joined the Air Tractor team
in February of 1992 as Director of Commu-
nications.

“For more than 12 years, Kristin has done
a tremendous job as Air Tractor’s Director of
Communications, and her experience made
this new position a natural transition,” said
Air Tractor President Leland Snow. “Our
dealer network has always been, and will con-
tinue to be, our primary sales force. Kristin’s
new responsibilities will include assisting our
dealers, maintaining and building strong re-
lationships with our customers and providing
the factory with an overall sales perspective.”

Active in the agricultural aviation indus-
try, Edwards currently serves as President and

Allied Industry Director for The Women of
the National Agricultural Aviation Associa-
tion (WNAAA) and serves on the Board of
Directors for the Texas Air Museum,
headquartered in Rio Hondo, Texas. In 1998,
she was awarded the NAAA Opal & Bill

Binnion Memorial for her contributions to the
WNAAA’s efforts to educate the public about
aerial application.

“During my time at Air Tractor and since
I’ve been working with the WNAAA, I’ve had
the opportunity to meet and become friends
with many Air Tractor owners and others in
the industry,” Edwards said. “They are a great
bunch of people, and I’m looking forward to
assisting our customers in making their Air
Tractor a successful part of their business.”

Edwards received a bachelor’s degree in
fine arts from Midwestern State University
in Wichita Falls, Texas.

In business since 1974, Air Tractor, Inc.,
manufactures more aircraft for the agricul-
tural aviation industry than any other
company. For more information please
contact Air Tractor, Inc. at (940) 564-5616
or visit the Air Tractor website at
www.airtractor.com.

Kristin Edwards
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CAIR News
ManageWise, Inc. is contracted by CAIR to assist with administration of the CAIR insurance program. ManageWise will

provide general office services including telephone answering, information circulation, meeting organization and minutes.
When contacting CAIR please note the following information:

For questions regarding CAIR
safety seminar, meeting
information or general
inquires contact:

CAIR

P.O. Box 21106

Edmonton, AB T6R 2V4

Phone: 780-413-0016

Fax: 780-413-0076

Email: caaa@telusplanet.net

For questions regarding
insurance coverage,
applications and claims
contact:

George Esau

Oldfield Kirby Esau, Inc.

P.O. Box 699

Winnipeg, MB R3C 2L2

Phone: 204-943-1441

Fax: 204-957-5561

Email: gpesau@oldfieldkirby.com

For questions regarding
financial statements, taxes
and payments contact:

Jim Peters

1002 Warsaw Avenue

Winnipeg, MB R3M 1E4

Phone: 204-477-4770

Fax: 204-477-4770

Email jimpeters@shaw.ca

CAIR feels this system will streamline administration and provide improved service to members in the future.
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Chuck Kemper, President
136 N. Yellowstone
Rigby, Idaho  83442

1-800-736-7654
Office (208) 745-7654,
if no answer: (208) 529-4998
Fax (208) 745-6672
Email cak8635@aol.com

Aerial Application Helps Potato Growers
Manage Disease

Western Canadian potato growers’ profit-
ability is challenged by more than consumer
trends like the Atkins diet. Preventing blight
from wiping out their crop in the field or in
storage, with confidence and at an affordable
cost is a number one priority.

Blight is a potato disease most producers
will spray fungicides for on a weekly basis
from around the last week of June until har-
vest. In wetter weather that schedule can be
increased to every five days due to rapid plant
growth and higher disease pressure to pro-
tect the crop against late blight disease.

Waiting for late blight to be reported in
the area before spraying a fungicide almost
guarantees that producers will have late blight
in their field and may have to use glyphosate
(Vantage* Plus, Vantage) to spray out some
of the worst areas. Once late blight is in a
field there is a higher likelihood of develop-
ing tuber blight in storage.

Dow AgroSciences is the manufacturer of
Dithane* DG Rainshield NT, the most effec-
tive and economical fungicide for early and
late blight and Gavel* 75 DF, a new class of
chemistry and an economical resistance man-
agement tool for early and late blight control
and suppression of tuber blight. Both
fungicides are registered for aerial applica-
tion.

Both Dithane and Gavel come in vacuum-
packed bags for easy loading, stacking and
product freshness. For the application of both
products coverage and water volume are im-
portant for effective aerial and ground

application. Even droplet distribution is es-
sential for good disease control.

“With Dithane it is important to spray the
potato crop at regular intervals to ensure new
growth is protected,” says Craig English from
Dow AgroSciences. “The foliar tenacity of
Dithane protects every area you spray and
prevents wash off, and then its mobility ex-
pands that protection to areas blight spores
concentrate most, resulting in superior crop
protection.”

Blight spores use light rain or dew to move
around the leaf often to the outside edges or
the underside, because of the “Rainshield”
component of Dithane it is able to use the
same method to expand its coverage.

Dithane is available in a finely ground
dispersible granular formulation, meaning
smaller particles upon dispersing in the tank
mixture, resulting in more contact points and
better coverage. As well this product offers
simple and easy mixing with rapid dispersion
into the tank mixture.

Gavel, also registered for aerial applica-
tion, is a superior and well priced product for
those final three applications before harvest
for control of early and late blight and tuber
rot suppression.

Without preventative measures rain before
harvest most often results in potato storage
disease problems, often even if there were no
visible foliar signs of late blight in the fields.
Late bight spores wash into the soil and at-
tack the tubers causing infections that lead to
tuber rot. Applications of Gavel during this

critical end-of-season period can stop this
attack.

Six years of Gavel research trials in both
North America and Europe have demon-
strated excellent activity against late blight
tuber rot.

With the trusted reputation of Dithane plus
the new Dow AgroSciences fungicide Gavel,
both effective, priced competitively and reg-
istered for aerial application equals a
convenient and effective way for western
Canadian potato producers to keep this years
crops protected from blight.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Jennifer

Kinniburgh and James Spence on
their recent engagement. They plan
to marry in 2005.

It’s A Girl
Congratulations to Shaun and

Stacey Kinniburgh on the birth of
their first child, a daughter, Marissa
Lynne. ‘The first girl in two genera-
tions’ - congratulations to the happy
grandparents Tom and Brenda
Kinniburgh.
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Protecting Workers
In The Field

The acreage of hybrid canola seed production in Southern Alberta
has expanded greatly. Current production estimates the acreage at greater
than 30 000 acres.

Due to the high value of these canola crops, frequent application of
pesticides for the control of crop pests is necessary. Growers, company
agronomists and government inspection personnel inspect each field on
a regular basis. It has become apparent that a formal system is required
to warn visitors to a field where pesticides have been applied and whether
it is safe for them to enter.

The industry is making an effort to ensure that this happens.

The following protocols are being established:

A system of notification has been developed in an effort to strictly
abide by reentry requirements for specific herbicides, insecticides or
fungicides sprayed at some time during the production season.. This
will help to ensure that proper notice of pesticides applied to a field will
be accessible to all those who may visit a production field.

Agronomists will place a plastic tube attached to a post at the main
entrance to the seed production field. This tube will house an informa-
tion sheet for the different pesticides that will be applied.

The information sheet will contain the following information:

• Agronomist name and phone number

• Grower name and phone number

• Agronomist date of recommendation for pesticide to be applied

• Specific pesticide applied

• Grower date of application

• Reentry period from date of application

The information sheet will be placed in the field prior to the first
post-emergent spray.

Agronomists, inspectors, and growers are expected to abide by the
reentry requirements indicated on the information sheets. Further, grow-
ers, agronomists, and custom applicators are required to keep application
records up-to-date.

This is the first year that a program of this nature has been put in
place. There will undoubtedly be issues with growers, agronomists, and
custom applicators not updating the information sheet on a timely ba-
sis. Further, not all seed companies involved are using these protocols.
As with all safety and protection programs it takes some time for those
using the system to become familiar with it and to use it on a regular
basis.

We must make every effort to ensure that we limit the risks of expo-
sure to pesticides for those who may enter the seed production fields.
We ask for your assistance in promptly notifying the grower and mak-
ing an effort to update the information sheets when an aerial application
is made to a field. Your help in this effort is greatly appreciated.

Kevin McKnight, A.I.T., B.Sc. Ag Ec, CCA
Bayer CropScience Inc.
Lethbridge AB
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Services Available for CAAA Members
On-line Pilot and Aircraft Registry:

The CAAA website features a special registry for members to post
pilot availability for employment, aircraft rental or leasing opportuni-
ties, aircraft for sale or purchase and products or services for sale

Material Distribution:
With the use of email broadcasts, Corporate, Individual and Allied

members quickly receive time-sensitive and urgent material.

CAAA New Horizons Newsletter:
Distributed every second month; the newsletter contains informa-

tive articles, industry information and reminders plus classified
advertising.

CAAA Annual Membership Directory:
Produced each spring; contains important contact information for

each member.

CAAA Annual Wall Planner:
A year at a glance; the CAAA Wall Planner contains information

on important dates to remember.

CAAA Website:
The newly updated CAAA website contains information

to assist current and potential members. Check it out at
www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com.

Classified Advertising:
Available to all members in the New Horizons newsletter and on

the CAAA website.

Pilot Registry Program:
Assists pilots find viable permanent and temporary employment and

assists operators locate a pilot.

LCD Projector:
An LCD projection unit is available on loan if you have an indus-

try related presentation to make. Please contact the CAAA office.

Producer Presentation:
The CAAA office has product presentations available on CD.

Educational Presentation Kits:
Designed for producer groups, manufacturers and the general

public.

For information regarding any of the above CAAA services, go to
www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com.
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Roundup Transorb Pre Harvest
Submitted by Monsanto Canada

Roundup Transorb is fully registered for pre harvest application in 2004
with the same qualification criteria (see below). However our new product
Roundup WeatherMax will not receive this registration in time for this year’s
application season.

Roundup Transorb is being phased out of the marketplace and in order to
ensure you have product to meet your needs for the 2004 application season
you should book your estimated requirements with your distributor / retail
supplier as soon as possible. We presently have a limited quantity of Roundup
Transorb and limited package availability. Please contact your local whole-
sale distributor as soon as possible to confirm your Roundup Transorb
requirements. Wholesale distributor contact information is as follows:

Ag Resource – 204 - 947 - 6258
Univar Canada – 204 - 489 - 0102.

Should you require further information or assistance please do not hesi-
tate to contact Monsanto at our Custom Care line – 1- 800 - 667 - 4944.

You must have the following to apply Roundup by air:

Pilot:
• Current Provincial License

• Roundup Specific Training – including passing the exam

• Flight Times – a pilot must have completed 250 hours of aerial applica-
tion flight time with 100 hours occurring in the past two years. The CAAA
office must have flight time verification on file for you to qualify. If a pilot
does not meet these qualifications, he can apply as an apprentice. An ap-
prentice must be listed by a Roundup qualified pilot on his Flight Time
Waiver form. This requires the Roundup qualified pilot to have direct
daily supervision of the apprentice. Flight Time Waiver forms are avail-
able from the CAAA office.

Company:
• Calibration Clinic – Aircraft must have been calibrated within the last 20

months to meet the minimum acceptable standard.

• Drift Insurance – members not covered by either the Wild Rose Protec-
tive Fund, the Prairie Protective Fund or the Keystone Aerial Applicators
Protective Fund must provide annual proof of a minimum of $25,000.00
drift insurance coverage for each aircraft.

• Provincial Service Registration/License – Alberta and Saskatchewan only.

A list of all qualified pilots and companies is maintained and produced
for the provincial regulators by the CAAA. The list will be included in the
next New Horizon bulletin in August and will also be listed on our website
by July 1st. Call the CAAA at 780-413-0078 if you have any questions.
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Diamond
Bayer CropScience Canada Co.

Gold
Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, Inc.
United Agri Products Canada Inc.

 Silver
Air Tractor, Inc.

Pratt & Whitney Canada, Inc.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

Satloc LLC

Bronze
4-AV-FUEL.COM

AAAA
Aerial Spray & Charter Ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AgResource
AG-NAV Inc.

AG-TIPS
Air Fab 2000 Ltd.

Airparts Network Ltd.
Assiniboine Community College

Bar 71 Aviation Ltd.
BASF Canada, Inc.

Battlefords Airspray
Brandon Flying Club

C.P. Products
CAIR

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Pool Agencies Limited

Canadian Propeller Ltd.
Cascade Flying Services

Conair Group Inc.
Covington Aircraft

Desser Tire & Rubber Co., Inc.

DuPont Canada Inc.
DynaNav Systems, Inc.

ECC
Engage Agro

Executive Flight Centre
Firetrol Canada Company

Flight Fuels, Inc.
Foam Fighter (Racemic Research Inc.)

Focus Industries Inc.
Fox Coulee Aviation Inc.

Greening Aviation Claims, Inc.
Hotel Vancouver

Jeffries Airworks Co. Inc.
Johnston Aircraft Service, Inc.

Lane Aviation, Inc.
Leading Edge Aviation Ltd.

MAAA
ManageWise, Inc.

Mid-Continent Aircraft Corporation
Moffat Consulting/ Specialized Spray

Systems
Monsanto Canada, Inc.

Murray’s Aircraft
Nufarm Agriculture

Oldfield Kirby Esau, Inc.
Omex Agriculture Inc.

Pacific Oil Cooler Service, Inc.
Phosyn PLC

Power Rich Corporation
Prairie Steel Products Ltd.
Promoculture Canada Ltd.

PropWorks Propeller Systems Inc.
R-S Sales, Inc.

SAAA
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Thabet Thrush

Transport Canada - Systems Safety
Tulsa Aircraft Engines Inc.

Univar Canada Ltd.
Valent BioSciences Canada Ltd.

West Wind Airspray Ltd.
Western Propeller Company Ltd.

Westin Hotel - Calgary
WestJet

Wetaskiwin Aerial Applicators Ltd.
Wetaskiwin Motor Sports

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
AIRCRAFT

NEW 2000 Premium AT502B, 683TTSN. Call
Yorkton Aircraft at 1-800-776-4656.

NEW 1995 Weatherly – 500 hrs. total time, Satloc,
$165,000.00. Call Norm at 306-536-5055 or email
norm@skynorth.com

1988 Air Tractor 401 C-FARM, 0 SMOH, mid-time,
Satlock, Flow Control, VG’s, Smoker, Air, New King
CoM, GPS, Fresh Inspection, all AD done,
$180,000.00 CND. Call Norm at 306-536-5055 or
email norm@skynorth.com

1986 Thrush for sale. Call Dan Eley 306-255-2611.

1975 Cessna 172M 1230 TT on engine & TACH
NEW MK10 NAV/COM. Original paint and inte-
rior. Asking $90,000.00 Cdn. Call Jim at
204-822-6309.

1973 Cessna 188B Ag Wagon, 2850 Hrs TTAF, 912
Hrs, engine TTSM, Satlock litestar GPS equipped,
VHF and FM radios, Stainless steel booms C/W air
driven pump, New paint, no damage history, $80,000.
Very clean airplane, ready to fly away. Currently
located at Stony Plain, Alberta. Please contact:
Roland Blackburn, (780) 939-2454 Home,
(780) 939-3933 Work or (780) 910-8310 Cell.

1969 CHEROKEE 140, 6000 TT, 2000 E.T.,
new paint. Asking $35,500.00 Cdn. Call Jim at
204-822-6309.

PARTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES

NEW $100 Gift Certificate for an oil cooler
overhaul from Pacific Oil Cooler Service. Best
offer. Call Jon at 204-763-8998.

WANTED: Slimline Spreader for Air Tractor - 38'
Gate. Contact Pat at 306-472-5757.

1992 Mack CH16 Fuel truck and pup trailer. Both
are certified for diesel for Jet fuel indefinitely. The
truck has 4 compartments (18,000 L total) and the
pup has two compartments (22,000 L total). Phone
Jon at 204-763-8998 or Brent at 204-824-2777.

FERTILIZER – All types of Liquid and Dry
Fertilizers available. Terminal space through
Western Canada. Call for pricing and availability.
Matt 204-736-2476, email: bestlandagro@mts.net

ROTARY SPRAY NOZZLES – The ASC rotary
atomizers have been developed to provide the best
possible application, minimizing the fine droplets and
reducing the risk of drift by accurately controlling
the droplet size and spectrum. CAP Clinic results
have shown the superb pattern produced by these
nozzles. Contact Blair at Lonesome View for more

details on how you can improve your spray patterns
at 306-695-3404.

FROM FARMING – TO FLYING – TO FISH-
ING – The story of Joe Semochko and the early
years of aerial application in Manitoba. To order,
mail requests to Riza Semochko at #16 Redwing
Place, Penticton, BC V2A 8K6. Cost $22.00 (In-
cludes $2.00 Shipping and Handling)

Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts for S2R
Thrush, Transland spreader new, stainless steel
spray valve, CP check values, plus numerous other
parts. Call Joe at 306-738-2024, email:
javandebv@hotmail.com

HANGAR STORAGE, 16,000 SQ. Ft. available at
Yorkton Aircraft Service. Call for rates and avail-
ability. 1-800-776-4656.

SATLOC GPS systems, sales and support in
Canada. GPS Yorkton 1-800-776-4656.

NEW AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS. Even
though the price has been consistently dropping, with
new software upgrades (at no charge to current own-
ers!) the amazing agricultural capabilities of this
compact GPS continue to expand. With Fire Nav,
you can now have real time moving map fire fight-
ing data, including bird dogs, air tankers and drop
locations! AG-NAV’s customer support is still un-
beatable. Call Lloyd at West Central Air at
306-882-3830, or AG NAV at 1-888-66-AGNAV.

Riddle
Answer:

Do you recognize the answer?

Riddle
Answer:

“Hold fast to dreams,
for if dreams die, life
is a broken winged
bird that cannot fly.

”LANGSTON HUGHES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PILOT WANTED – Seat available in a Thrush
S2R600. Good safety record required with a
minimum of 500 hours ag time. Send resume to
Doug Inham, 36 Logan Crescent East, Yorkton, SK
S3N 0V4 (306-783-3029).


