
NEW HORIZONS

so please remember to respect yourself and the industry and 
always conduct your ‘work’ in a professional manner.  If you 
need to refresh or familiarize yourself with the professional 
standards and practices of our industry, your provincial and 
national associations have a Code of Ethics to refer to.  As 
well, attending conferences and asking someone within our 
industry to be your mentor is another way to improve your 
professionalism and standards.  We must remember we live 
in an era of online media where an innocent posting on 
‘You-Tube,’ Facebook, or any other social media has the 
ability to damage your personal and professional name, as 
well as our industry.  Remember, we have all worked hard 
to overcome many negative stereotypes of the ‘crop duster/
flying cowboy’ images that taint our industry.  

The CAAA Board of Directors will be meeting in Ottawa 
in mid-October.  We will once again be discussing ongoing 
issues with Transport Canada and the PMRA.  Also, we 
will be meeting at the NAAA Convention in Louisville, 
Kentucky at the beginning of December. If you have any 
issues regarding our industry I encourage you to bring them 
forward to a board member and they will be addressed.

Mark your calendar for December 8-11 for the annual 
NAAA Convention in Bourbon Country, Louisville, 
Kentucky.

See you there!
Paul O’Carroll
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This year has been an average to slow spraying season 
across most of the Prairies.  At the same time, Eastern 
Canada was dealing with low corn prices leading to fewer 
acres to spray.  Proof that Mother Nature is changing… This 
is the first time in 14 years of spraying from my home base 
that I have not sprayed any bugs! On the bright side… this 
is beneficial for the farmer, meaning less input costs and 
better yields.  As for aerial applicators…maybe next year 
will bring ‘the big bug run’.  

I am aware there are quite a few new Air Operator 
Certificates, this process has taken these operators no 
more than six months.  However, I emphasize this is an 
approximate time frame, in other words, if you are applying 
for an AOC, get on it now, and stay actively engaged in the 
process! There is no excuse for not having a professional 
license.  Remember, this issue is not only about following 
the law, but also about respecting your fellow pilots and our 
industry.  I encourage those in the ‘others’ category who are 
flying on the edge of the law, step up to the plate and get an 
operating certificate. 

Our industry is unique and most of us would agree, that 
going to work is really not like ‘going to work.’  The sheer 
joy and pleasure of flying is a privilege; we often forget 
how fascinated the general public is with the maneuvers we 
routinely must perform in order to spray a crop.  Many of us 
will attest to the vehicle that stops on the roadside to admire 
the skill required to maneuver ag planes and helicopters.  
Often, we are not aware they are taking video or pictures, 
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PROVINCIAL REPORTS
ALBERTA
Pat Stinnissen

It has been an interesting season for 
the growers and applicators this year.  
With the month of May being cold and 
wet continued into June, most operations 
around Alberta started seeding a lot later 
than preferred. Most of July and August 
was hot and dry, with little to no rainfall 
for weeks. Harvest right now is not going 
well for most growers, due to the foot of 
snow that fell and the brisk temperatures 
on ripened crops around the Calgary area 
which evidently flattened them to the 
ground. There was fair amount of rainfall 
in lower elevations in southern Alberta 
over the past couple of weeks is stalling 
harvest along with the degrading the cereal 
crops to almost feed quality in some areas.

Disease pressure on irrigated cereals 
was	moderate	 in	most	 fields,	 to	 heavy	
in some with stripe rust and fusarium 
being the main diseases that needed to 
be controlled. Dry land cereals were not 
sprayed due to the hot dry conditions 
around our area and I believe fewer acres 
were sprayed this year in Central Alberta 
compared to previous. The crops in the 
Peace River region are from good to non-
existent depending on which part of the 
area you are in.   

Canola crops are fair to good in Southern 
Alberta, but with a handful of acres being 
lost due to hailstorms and high winds. 
Some disease pressure, mostly from 
sclerotinia and blackleg, were prevented 
or at least kept in check this season.

Potato crops were kept in  good shape 
this season with the growers stepping up 
their spray program to prevent late blight 
after	finding	a	little	of	it	last	year.	Over	the	
years, Alberta potato growers did not need 
to worry much about late blight, however 
during our hot and dry spell this season, 
some growers stretched out their spray 
rotation thinking they were safe. Late 
blight usually thrives in humid conditions, 
but it has now adapted into a new strain 

that thrives in dry conditions. Growers and 
their agronomists were on alert constantly.

The AAAA’s convention will be at 
Red Deer on Nov. 3rd - 5th this year. The 
speakers we have this year will be Lee 
Townsend who will dispel some myths 
on pesticide use versus bee populations, 
a speaker from the Canadian Armed 
Forces	will	present	a	seminar	on	conflict	
resolution and a speaker from the Northern 
Alberta Institute of Technology who has 
over 30 years of experience working with 
Alberta Agriculture, specifically with 
weed research, various pest management 
programs. He has extensive experience 
in pesticide mode of action, pesticide 
performance and environmental impact. 

We are stretching the conference longer 
this year to accommodate a 7 hour course 
on Quality Assurance for commercial 
operators presented by DTI. 

Looking forward to seeing all members 
at the conference and if you know of 
anyone that is not a member of the 
AAAA’s, encourage them to become a 
member and invite them to join us in Red 
Deer.     

SASKATCHEWAN
James Pottage

I guess normally at this time of year I 
would	be	reflecting	back	on	how	things	
went over the summer.  But instead this 
year we’re still spraying - with no real end 
in sight, certainly not going to complain, 
considering this year was on the slower 
side.  We have already seen a couple of 
frosts, but with a lot of immature crop and 
wet	fields,	 growers	 are	 doing	whatever	
they can to get this crop in the bin.

Without a doubt there is no better 
advertising for your company whether it is 
good or bad than doing a lot of desiccating.  
The results are very tangible.  Coverage / 
misses are very easy to see, and as we all 
know	it	can	be	difficult	 to	get	coverage	
border to border while avoiding drift.  

It’s been our practice to plan on going 
back at least once for trims, etc., but more 
importantly having a good dialogue with 
our customers.  In my experience, our 
customers are happier just knowing what 
we missed so they can deal with it and 
avoid delays later when their combines 
hit	the	field.

We had a decent run on fungicide, 
but really no bug spraying to speak of.  
I haven’t really seen a season with so 
few insecticide acres.  This seems to be 
the case all across the province.  For the 
most part Saskatchewan operators had a 
sub-par season.

It was very encouraging to hear that 
it was a fairly safe season with no major 
accidents to speak of.  There were also 
very few complaints that made it to the 
SAAA	office.

 In conclusion, a small rant about our 
lovely Provincial and Federal regulators:  
We recently had another visit from 
Transport Canada’s TDG department, 
this inspector was concerning himself 
with our portable fuel storage.  The visit 
went reasonably well, mostly due to 
the fact that we had a TDG audit from 
Transport just two years ago.  While 
painstakingly reviewing what was 
needed for shipping documents, shipping 
quantities, TDG placards, TDG training, 
and TDG reporting, I thought to myself 
how interesting it is that we need to be 
experts in not just one area of Government 
regulation  (like the inspectors) but rather 
every area.  We are expected to understand 
and generate company policy with regards 
to: Civil Aviation Operations, Civil 
Aviation Maintenance, Transportation 
of Dangerous Goods, not to mention – 
Occupational Health and Safety, Canadian 
Labor Code, Canadian Revenue Agency, 
Immigration Canada, Service Canada, 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency, 
and Saskatchewan Ag and Food….just to 
name a few.

See everyone at all the upcoming 
events.
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MANITOBA
Mike Alarie

A Transport Canada Inspector recently 
asked me the following: “what is the 
biggest challenge you face as an industry 
in maintaining the highest level of 
safety?”  My response to him… “How 
do you raise the bar when the industry 
safety record is already an unparalleled 
success?” I provided the inspector with 
hard data from our CAIR insurance 
program to back up my claim. Of course 
I went on to add in our discussion that 
a good attitude toward safety is the key 
to preventing unnecessary incidents and 
injuries. 

Raising the bar on an already 
successful safety record involves the 
incorporation of risk-based decision 
making which puts the greatest risks 
at the top of the list. We pay attention 
to what’s going to pay the greatest 
dividend. Not every project or program 
can be the top priority, nor should it be. 
The corollary is that without a risk-based 
approach,	it’s	difficult	to	know	what	your	
top priority is supposed to be. With a 
risk-based approach to decision making, 
we sharpen our safety efforts – we 
identify and then address the risk areas.

Aerial application safety and risk-
based decision making lends itself to 
a discussion about data. This data has 
to come from within the organization. 
If your company does not participate 
in data sharing efforts, I encourage 
everyone to do so. Encourage your pilots, 
ground crew, maintenance personnel 
and	office	staff	to	submit	safety	reports.	
Some within our industry have such a 
program in place already. By receiving 
input from your staff, you as an owner 
will have a more comprehensive view 
of your system safety risk. Our safety 
mitigation efforts are only as good as 
the data they’re fed with. It’s that simple.

No safety reporting system will 
succeed if it is set up to be punitive. 
Punishment is not the intent. A well-
functioning safety system will allow 
each professional staff you have to step 
forward with voluntary information about 

safety issues. A safety reporting system 
is the intervening step between spotting 
a	problem	and	fixing	it.	Presenting	and	
properly interpreting the safety data 
provided by your staff is the key to 
isolate, understand and remediate the 
problems. 
Mitigating	 risk	will	 benefit	 owners	

and the entire industry as we all strive 
to drive the accident rate down even 
further than it is currently. To underscore 
a point about safety, we are not in a 
position to legislate or prevent every 
conceivable issue or risk or problem. 
The ultimate end-goal for all this begins 
with voluntary compliance--whereby 
company personnel follow or adopt the 
best practice simply because it is the 
best practice. We cannot get to the next 
level of safety if we do what’s right only 
if there is a rule that says we must, nor 
will we get there if we choose not to 
follow the best practice because there is 
no requirement to do so. 

Until next time, Stay Safe!

 
ECC

Paul Zimmer
As a wise baseball manager once said, 

and I paraphrase. “It is like déjà vu all 
over again.”

With our forestry contracts nearing 
completion on September 7th one would 
think that we are having a pretty good 
run. Reality is the weather in Ontario 
has been a repeat of last year; cool, wet, 
windy, foggy; all that good stuff that 
gets in the way of getting a program 
completed. Fortunately, things in the 
Maritimes have gone somewhat better 
for us. We were able to get almost all 
of our programs completed this year 
only because we have fewer hectares 
to complete, and a lot more equipment 
to complete them. Our customers are 
happy. Our banker…well that’s another 
story.

Other programs will not fare so well. 
Some forestry companies continue to 
choose their contractors solely based 

on price and hope things work out, 
knowing their contractors have neither 
the capacity nor experienced crews to 
complete the work. The evidence clearly 
indicates a huge gap in education and 
training that is not being addressed. 
How can you possibly carry out the job 
properly if you don’t know how to work 
with	GIS	 shape	files,	make	 a	 project,	
or	 provide	 completed	 data	files?	How	
can you produce quality applications if 
you are spraying forestry plantations at 
heights of between 20m and 50m above 
the canopy? The answer is you can’t and 
results have suffered.  

In Ontario over the last few years we 
have come to rely on corn fungicides 
leading up to our forestry programs. With 
corn under $4.00/bushel and input costs 
at somewhere around $4.40/bushel there 
was not a lot of appetite to use fungicides 
on a money losing crop. Combine that 
with a late planting and slower maturity 
due to reduced heat units, some of the 
late corn that growers still wanted to get 
sprayed, did not, as most aircraft were 
heading north to start forestry programs.

Those growers and retailers that 
had been using Headline in past years 
and were told by the manufacturer that 
Priaxor, an improved formulation with 
low odour characteristics was going to 
be available for 2014 were more than 
a	 little	Tee-d	 off	 to	find	 out	 that	 their	
new product was a Schedule 2 Pesticide 
under the OMOE system and an aerial 
application	permit	for	each	field	would	
be required prior to its use. BASF the 
manufacturer was completely oblivious 
to the OMOE requirements as are most 
manufacturers. Ontario has an extremely 
restrictive system that reduces pesticide 
use by air, warranted or not, as permits 
cannot be obtained in a timely manner 
to have a positive impact upon the health 
of crops under attack by damaging pests, 
disease, etc. Three weeks to get a permit 
approval is neither reasonable, nor 
should it be acceptable to anyone. 

The result was a scramble to find 
enough alternate products to use, as well 
as some applications of Priaxor without 

                            Continued on page 4
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permits in contravention to the Pesticide 
Act of Ontario. If the demand for corn 
fungicides was based on a normal year 
there would have been shortages.

Another successful and incident free 
budworm program was carried out in 
Quebec this spring/summer in spite of 
a delayed start due to weather. Over 
160,000 hectares was sprayed twice 
utilizing 25 spray aircraft and 7 spotter 
aircraft from 5 bases. It would appear 
the program will continue to grow in 
2015 due to increased defoliation and 
expansion to the south shore of the St. 
Lawrence. 

On the safety side, things seemed to 
be in pretty good shape in 2014. Possibly 
a	result	of	fewer	hours	flown	and	a	little	
luck, but I would like to think training 
and company policies contributed to 
our member’s success. Wire strikes 
continue to be a concern; 2 in 2014 that 

I was aware of, and an airplane landing 
accident causing substantial airframe 
damage but no injuries. 

Recently I was encouraged to see 
a Prime-Time US television news 
program segment celebrating a milestone 
on aerial application’s contribution 
to agriculture. I don’t remember the 
number of years, but we need more 
positive news coverage showcasing the 
positives. CTV on the other hand was 
not quite as kind to Canadian operators 
by doing a segment on the use of seed 
treatments using neonicotinoids and 
their devastating impact on bee colonies. 
The network drove home the point by 
showing	an	Air	Tractor	spraying	a	field	
of corn. Absolutely not related to what 
we do, or the cause of the problem, and 
extremely irresponsible on their part but 
it did provide some sensational visual 
coverage. I urge every operator to take 
the time to take these news agencies to 

task when they distort the facts, or try to 
deceive	the	public	for	their	own	benefit.

In Ontario the implementation 
of higher taxes on aviation fuels, a 
proposed $0.10/litre gas tax to pay 
for Toronto subways, an employer 
matched mandatory retirement savings 
plan coming, and record setting energy 
price increases to pay for a Green 
Energy Plan have set the stage for 
substantial increases in our operating 
costs. Combine that with less ag work 
and consistently unpredictable weather 
patterns hampering our ability to 
complete the available work will result 
in reduced profits.  I am not all that 
bullish about our near term prospects 
and some creative ways of reducing costs 
and increasing revenues may be in order.

It could always be worse. We could be 
in Calgary contending with our 3rd day 
of snowfall on September 10th! 

Ag Plane Shooting in Manitoba
On the morning of July 9, 2014, a 

pilot	 flying	 an	 aircraft	 belonging	 to	Ken	
Kane Aerial Spray Ltd. was shot at while 
spraying near Elie, Manitoba. While in a 
turn	coming	off	of	the	field	the	pilot	heard	
a noise and initially thought he might have 
struck a wire. However, when he landed 
he noticed a hole in the plane three feet 
behind the cockpit. On closer inspection, 
he realized it was a bullet hole and he had 
been shot at by someone on the ground. 
The bullet went through the bottom and 
out the side of the aircraft. The RCMP 
was	notified	and	an	investigation	opened.	

Luc Arnal, 51, has been charged with 
discharging	 a	 firearm,	 mischief	 over	
$5000,	 pointing	 a	 firearm,	 unauthorized	
possession	 of	 a	 firearm	 and	 endangering	
an aircraft. The RCMP believes this 
incident was deliberate. Arnal has 
appeared in court twice since July and has 
since been released on bail. 

Jill Lane, CAAA Executive Director 
contacted the Manitoba Crown Prosecutor 
after the incident and spoke to him at 
length about the impact the shooting 

had on the pilot and Ken Kane’s entire 
staff, the cost to repair the aircraft and 
the need for  stiffer penalties.   The 
Prosecutor stated he would be contacting 
the pilot for a statement as this would 
be the best information for him to use 
at trial or sentencing. Lane also asked 
the Prosecutor to consider changing the 
charge of ‘endangering an aircraft’ to 
‘endangering a pilot’ to better represent 
the offence. 

After the phone call, the CAAA sent 
a formal letter to the Crown Prosecutor 
on behalf of the members requesting a 
severe penalty in this case.  The CAAA 
asked for charges that would represent 
the danger involved in incidents like this, 
for not only the pilot but also for people 
on the ground, as the shooting happened 
adjacent to Highway 1. 

This is the second shooting incident in 
the province of Manitoba and a growing 
trend in the US.  The CAAA is concerned 
penalties are not severe enough in these 
cases to act as a deterrent to others. 

The Crown Prosecutor informed the 

CAAA that he would communicate with 
the pilot involved and the owner of the 
company to obtain their statements prior 
to trial.  As of press time, neither the pilot 
nor Ken Kane Aerial Spray had been 
contacted and no court date has been set.  

Continued from page 3
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Idaho Crop Duster Shooter Issues Mea Culpa
National Agricultural Aviation Association, July 10, 2014

Convicted crop duster shooter Christopher V. Lewis issued 
a	public	apology	for	firing	shots	in	the	vicinity	of	an	ag	pilot	
by placing a half-page ad in the Times-News of Twin Falls, 
Idaho.	The	June	27	ad	fulfills	one	of	the	requirements	Judge	
Randy Stoker laid out when he sentenced Lewis to three years 
of supervised probation in lieu of jail time for the felony 
offense. As part of the court-mandated ad, the judge instructed 
Lewis to explain what he did and why shooting at an airplane 
is wrong.

In essence, the judge opted to publicly shame—and attempt 
to rehabilitate—Lewis by requiring the convicted felon to 
fulfill	a	series	of	court-ordered	stipulations	in	exchange	for	his	
freedom. The apology ad is only the beginning of his public 
penance. The judge also ordered Lewis to send an apology 
letter to the ag pilot he shot at, explain “the error of his 
ways” atsix youth hunter safety courses, and enroll in “Moral 
Reconation Therapy,” a treatment strategy that seeks to 
decrease recidivism among criminal offenders by increasing 
moral reasoning.

“I would like to express my sincerest apologies to the 
Twin Falls Community for my behavior on August 24, 2013,” 
Lewis wrote in his opening remarks to the public. “My 
conduct was inappropriate and unprofessional. I deeply regret 
the hurt I have caused to all of you due to my actions.” In 

his recounting of the shooting incident, Lewis said he made 
“the worst decision of my life” by letting his emotions get the 
best of him. “I allowed the lower portion of my brain, which 
controls anger, to take over my cognitive functions.”

His poor decision led to “many terrible consequences,” the 
convicted shooter acknowledged: 

I was arrested and booked into jail. I went to trial and 
was found guilty of a felony conviction. My situation made 
multi-state headline news. I incurred court costs, preparatory 
costs, filing fees, and attorney fees of approximately $15,000. 
For the next three years, I will be on supervised probation. I 
am required to take a 12-24 week class on Moral Reconation 
Therapy. I was also ordered to place this $500 public apology 
letter to the community to explain my conduct and why my 
thinking was in error. I must also teach six youth hunter safety 
classes about the awful situation my actions have caused. I’ve 
lost all gun rights. Because of my actions, I have caused pain 
to my family, my friends and all those involved with the trial.

Lewis	also	discussed	“the	five	phases	of	effective	decision	
making” and admits, “If I had used effective decision making, 
the outcome would have been much different.” 

Prior to Judge Stoker’s sentencing a range of voices within 
aviation and agriculture had called for a stiff sentence to send 
a message that shooting at an ag aircraft won’t be tolerated. 

CAAA 2014 Board Meeting 
The CAAA Board will be holding their Fall Board Meeting in Ottawa on October 21st – 23rd.  They will be meeting with 
representatives from the government.  If you have concerns you would like the board to address please send your issues to 
Jill Lane at jill@managewise.ca.  

Bad Elf GPS Pro+ 
The newest iPad accessory in Bad Elf’s line-up builds 
on the successful GPS Pro, adding advanced features 
including GLONASS satellite reception for faster lock 
times, a barometric altimeter, USB connectivity, and 
over 200 hours of GPS log storage. Same amazing 24- to 
32-hour	battery	life,	connectivity	to	five	iPads,	and	LCD	
display.
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How Google Glass Can Be the Next Big 
Thing for Agriculture 

Rohan Swamy, July 28, 2014

Imagine being able to look at a cotton 
crop,	 taking	 field	 notes	 and	 snapping	
pictures, sending videos of exactly what 
you’re looking at to experts, or dictating 
notes, all hands-free. At a farm, 
especially larger ones, daily checks for 
problems like pests, rodents and fungal 
infestations is critical, and it is the job 
of	a	 crop	 scout	 to	 check	 the	fields	and	
gather data after visual inspection to 
prevent damage before it gets out of 
hand.

That’s where Basecamp Networks 
comes into the picture. This Georgia 
based company has developed 
IntelliScout, an application that uses 
Google Glass to make it easier for the 
crop	scouts	to	log	any	issues	they	find,	
without having to pull out a camera or 
even a smartphone. The wearable makes 
it possible for the scout to share exactly 
what she is seeing, dictate notes or even 
shoot a small video and instantly mail it, 
while still at the farm. 

Craig Ganssle, Founder and CEO 
of Basecamp Networks, has been a 
Google Glass developer for a year 
now. Ganssle  says he came up with the 
idea of IntelliScout as a way to make 
crop scouting hands-free and always 
accessible to farmers; something he 
believes will be useful not just for the 
big conglomerates but also small and 
medium scale farms. Testing the app 
began in March this year, and Ganssle 
and his team have been working on 
mapping different crops which are 
grown in different parts of the world. 

“IntelliScout allows for image 
recognition of crop types, crop diseases, 
insects and other defects,” says Ganssle. 
“We are testing it using various crops 
so that it can be used by farmers 
everywhere.”

One of the crops that IntelliScout has 
been tested with is rubber - a traditional 
cash crop in India. “The image 
recognition will allow for automating 
certain functionalities, for instance 
IntelliScout can be used for spotting 
imperfections in rubber sheets,” says 
Ganssle. “It can detect the problems of 
the sheets better than the human eye. In 
the case of the corn crop, it will be used 
for automated kernel counting. In the 
case of cotton it can be used to count 
the nodes.”

What Ganssle hopes is that the app 
will also make it possible for farmers 
around the world to share data and learn 
from each other.

“The scout can wear the Glass and 
take pictures, shoot a video and even 
take notes. The farmers can sync the 
data and share it via the cloud,” he says. 
This sharing, he believes, will make 
it possible for farmers from small and 
medium farms to access data from large 
conglomerates, and vice versa too.

For now, Ganssle says Basecamp is in 
discussions with “several companies in 
the US” about implementing IntelliScout 
(which	 will	 be	 officially	 unveiled	 this	
week at the InfoAg Conference in St. 
Louis, Missouri) but adds that it will 
take adoption by the big conglomerates 
before the app gets picked up in smaller 
farms and other parts of the world.

Ganssle says he wants to branch 
out internationally and work with 
farmers and local governments in places 
where agriculture is still dependent on 
traditionally accepted practices.

“We are seriously looking at growing 
internationally,” he says. “We will have 
to look at the bigger companies which 
work in these areas to help promote 
IntelliScout and Google Glass in places 

like	Africa	 and	Asia.	The	main	 benefit	
as we see is, [that] IntelliScout will help 
reduce the time lag between diagnosing 
the problem and applying the solution. 
This is of prime importance in places 
like India.”

A hard sell?
People often think of the subsistence 

farmers in impoverished villages when 
they think of farming in India, but the 
truth is that in parts of the country at 
least, things have come a long way.

Concepts like soil solarisation and 
vertical farming are just some of the new 
ideas being implemented. In 2011, in 
Haryana, the Indian government  set up 
the Indo-Israel Centre of Excellence for 
Vegetables near Karnal, to help farmers 
learn new techniques and gain access to 
entirely new kinds of crops.

Agro-tech India regularly organises 
trade fairs for farmers, distributors and 
everyone else involved in the food 
industry, and showcases everything from 
rice polishing machinery to end-to-end 
systems for food retailing. You’ll see All 
Terrain Vehicles instead of tractors, and 
even meteorological equipment at these 
trade shows, though you still won’t see 
too many apps like IntelliScout yet.

However, that doesn’t mean that 
smartphones and other data based 
applications have no use in India. 
Mobile Harvest is an Android app 
being developed by a Delhi-based 
team. According to the creators, they 
took inputs from various stakeholders, 
and took the working prototype for 
testing in Andhra Pradesh, where it was 
received with enthusiasm by farmers 
and rural entrepreneurs. Since it uses 
only audio prompts and pictures, and 
doesn’t require text, the app can be used 
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CAAA 2015 Membership Renewals
The 2015 CAAA Membership 

Renewals will be going out the 
beginning of December. Please 
ensure that all your information 
is correct as the information on 
your renewal form will be the 
information that is posted in 
the 2015 Membership Directory 
later in the year. If you have 
any changes to your contact 
information after you submit your 
membership please notify the 
office at caaa@telusplanet.net or 
by calling the office at 780-413-
0078. Membership renewals can 
be processed online at http://store.
canadianaerialapplicators.com/ 
starting December 1, 2014.

•	 Representation in government at 
the monitoring of current changes 
in regulat ion impact ing aerial 
applicators in Canada.

•	 Increased public awareness through 
media and partnership collaboration.

•	 Educational forum at the Annual 
General Meeting and Trade Show 
that provides education on new 
product development, research, 
governmenta l  regula t ions  and 
industry trends.

•	 License re-cer t i f icat ion credi t 
courses.

•	 G uide l i ne s  f o r  member s  and 
improved public perception through 
a Code of Ethics.

•	 Associat ion website providing 
on-line training, current industry 
and association information, event 
listing, and downloadable forms, 
membership directory programs and 
how to become an aerial applicator.

•	 Availability of Calibration and 
Patternization (CAP) clinics.

•	 National hull insurance program.
•	 Business Survey to provide valuable 

industry specific information to 
assis t  part icipants  with future 
management decisions.

•	 The Self-Audit program provides 
opera tors  wi th  a  checkl i s t  o f 
regulatory requirements and is 
designed to assist with spring start 
up.

•	 Misapplication Insurance program. 
•	 Current information regarding the 

aerial application industry and 
association provided in the quarterly 
newsletter.

•	 Annual  Membership Directory 
distributed throughout the industry.

•	 Annual planner providing important 
dates throughout the year. 

•	 Access to a Members’ Only page 
on the CAAA website which has a 
variety of information and programs 
to assist you.

by anyone, regardless of their literacy 
levels. With the increasing affordability 
of smartphones in India, this kind of use 
is only going to grow.

For IntelliScout, issues like 
connectivity will continue to be a 
hurdle, although Ganssle talks about 
storing	 the	 data	 offline	 in	 areas	 with	

poor connectivity. Another challenge 
that	will	definitely	come	 in	 the	way	of	
adoption of Glass at this early stage is 
its high cost.

“We are aware of the price involved 
in using something like this,” says 
Ganssle. “But it can be subsidised 
through strategic partnerships involving 

the big companies, the government, and 
the farmers. Once we can gather and 
share the data worldwide, it will only aid 
farmers in helping improve and increase 
the food production the world over. It 
about taking small, medium, and large 
companies	 to	a	more	efficient	platform	
as a whole.”

 

• Specializing in Ag Aircraft Maintenance
• We have a large stock of Air Tractor and Cessna Parts
• 24 hour Service, Open 365 days of the year

...for more information or to book your aircraft call
Jonathan Bodie at (204) 857-4151 or jonathanb@jonair.com

Located 7 miles E of Portage, MB 1 mile N
N 49.58.3981   W 098.07.1991

CAIR Fall Board 
Meeting 

The CAIR Board will be meeting October 20th in 
Winnipeg, MB, to review the 2014 season.  If you have 
any issues you wish discussed at the board meeting 
please contact Bob Morse at (204) 223-7660 or Jill Lane 
at jill@managewise.ca
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Aspiring Crop-Dusters Learn 
Latest Tactics

By: Rachel Psutka, The Edmonton Journal, September 27, 2014

Yorkton, SK – Devan Yaholnitsky 
straps on his bright yellow helmet, 
checks a handful of dials and 
indicators, then powers his Thrush 
airplane off the end of the short 
runway at the Yorkton Municipal 
Airport.

A few months later he is soaring 
over a canola field. He banks hard to 
the right, then hard to the left, reaching 
speed of more than 200 km/h. Then 
he swoops the white and red aircraft 
down, a stomach-churning drop to 
only three to four metres above the 
golden field, letting loose a misty 
spray of pesticide.

His office is small—tiny, compared 
to most— but with windows on all 
sides it has arguably the best view 
in southern Saskatchewan. Green 
fields, slow-moving streams, animals 
in pasture and the narrow grid roads 
running between them paint a pastoral 
landscape below as the spray plane 
circles in the sky, the faraway horizon 
tilting side to side.

The life of an agricultural pilot is 
one of adventure and concentration, 
exhilaration and safety precautions. 
It’s far more than just knowing how 
to fly a plane, explains Devan’s father 
Michael Yaholnitsky. 

“Everybody sees the flying, 
but there is a lot more to it,” he 
says. “Understanding the aircraft 
components, the spray system, the 
ability to calibrate and understand the 
difference between nozzles and flow 
rates, converting hectares to acres, 
litres to ounces, there’s a lot that 
comes together. 

The elder Yaholnitsky has been 
training pilots in aerial application 
– what most people know as flying 
spray planes – since 1996 in some 
capacity, but it wasn’t until last spring 

that he opened a complete agricultural 
pilot course through his Yorkton based 
business, Miccar Aerial. It’s just one 
of two in Canada – the other one is in 
North Battleford.

“The industry had a reputation 
of being distasteful or lacking 
sophistication.” Yaholnitsky says, 
citing a lack of regulations, meaning 
any farmer can essentially buy a 
plane, get a licence and spray his own 
fields.  

“As we got more and more into 
(aerial application) and started hiring 
pilots we recognized that there was a 
real need for a course.” 

While most students come into the 
course with a completed or nearly 
completed commercial pilot’s license, 
they still have to learn the essential 
aspects of flying piston-powered spray 
planes. That includes flying close to 
the ground,  dealing with obstructions 
like power lines and towers, the spray 
system, GPS systems, and more. An 
addition course is offered for students 
who have mastered the piston spray 
planes and want to learn to fly the 
bigger, heavier turbine conversion 
aircraft. 

To be insured through the Canadian 
Aerial Applicators Association, pilots 
need 40 hours of instruction at a 
certified school, After those hours, the 
students need another 10 hours of non-
revenue flying in a spray aircraft, such 
as the smaller piston planes, before 
they could be insured for revenue 
flying. If the weather is agreeable, 
the aerial application course can be 
completed in two weeks. 

The aspiring ag pilots learn to 
apply everything from herbicides, 
fungicides, and insecticides to dry 
and liquid fertilizers. In some rainy 

years, farmers also hire the pilots to 
seed by air. 

“Their careers are not limited to ag 
aviation,” Yaholnitsky says. “We’re 
working in very tight parameters, 
often off country strips that are 
obstructions. So their experience in a 
spray plane is certainly going to make 
than an excellent pilot if things do go 
wrong.”

Still, many of the pilots make the 
time to come back in the spring and 
summer season to fly the spray planes.

“The boys that fly the big 
airplanes, that’s a nice big office as 
well. But a spray plane is a changing 
environment,” Yaholnitsky says. 

For aspiring ag pilots, it’s often 
the first ride in a spray plane that gets 
them hooked. 

“It was nerve-racking,” says Dylan 
Carritt, a former student who took the 
aerial application course in the spring 
of 2013 and returned this summer to 
work as a spray plane pilot. “Once I 
got into it, just felt good.”

Raised on a potato farm near 
Carberry, Man., Carritt said he had 
fond childhood memories of watching 
spray planes buzz over fields. 

“We’d wake up to them, we’d see 
them all day,” he says. “I always was 
interested in it and I didn’t really want 
to be a farmer.”

Even for ag pilot who’ve been in 
the skies for decades, the constantly 
evolving technology keeps things 
fresh. 

“Technology changes every year,” 
Devan Yaholnitsky says. “You need 
to embrace it to keep moving forward 
and keep growing or you stay back in 
the stone ages.”
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AIR TRACTOR, INC.  •  OLNEY, TEXAS 76374  

940.564.5616  •  AIRTRACTOR.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.
Rigby, ID 83442

p: 208-745-7654
f: 208-745-6672
e: chipkemper@aol.com

Parts: 800-736-7654
www.queenbeeair.com

Wherever your workday takes you.
Acre after acre, load after load, season after 

season. Your customers depend on you. You can 

depend on your Air Tractor and the people and 

company that stand behind it.



CAAA 2015 Conference, 
Annual General Meeting 
and Trade Show
February 19-21, 2015

Fairmont Winnipeg
2 Lombard Place
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0Y3 

The Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association is proud to announce 
the 29th Conference, Annual General 
Meeting & Trade Show. 

Registration, sponsorship, and 
exhibitor registration forms are 
available for download at http://www.
canadianaerialapplicators.com/.

Special room rates starting at 
$165.00 have been negotiated with 
The Fairmont Winnipeg. You can book 
your room online for the Conference 
by visiting https://aws.passkey.com/
event/11706221/owner/56419/home 
or by calling 204-985-6212. Be sure 
to mention you are a Canadian Aerial 
Applicators Association delegate.

New this year to the conference, a 
night with the exhibitors! Rather than 
travelling out into the brisk Manitoba 
winter, stay inside and enjoy 
delectable appetizers, cool cocktails 
and lively music while catching up 
with your fellow aerial applicator 
exhibitors and learn what is new and 
upcoming in your industry. 

If you have any questions regarding 
the AGM or any other conference 
information please contact Shauna or 
Tamara at 780-413-0078 or via email 
at events@canadianaerialapplicators.
com.

Make sure you don’t miss out on 
this fantastic conference featuring 
new education sessions including 
a renouned Canadian economist 
focusing on the aerial application 

industry, a PMRA Regional Manager 
and a strategic communications 
specialist. Make sure you sign up 
today and don’t forget to renew 
your CAAA 2015 membership for 
you preferred member rate and 
your company listing in our 2015 
Membership Directory. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2015
8:00 am – 11:00 am CAIR Board Meeting

9:00 am – 11:00 am Yorkton Aircraft Service – New to Industry  
 (open only for pilots with less 
 than five years of experience)

10:00 am – 11:45 am Registration

12:00 pm – 2:00 pm Opening Lunch with Speaker – Todd Hirsch

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Session – Todd Hirsch

3:30 pm – 5:30 pm Credit Session - CAIR Safety Seminar

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Exhibits Grand Opening

10:00 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2015
8:00 am – 9:00 am Credit Session – PMRA -Shannon 
 Van Walleghem

9:00 am – 10:30 pm Exhibits Open

10:45 pm – 11:45 pm Media Session - Rob Wozny

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Awards Luncheon

1:30 pm – 2:45 pm Exhibits Open

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm  CAAA AGM

2:15 pm – 5:00 pm Spouse Program

6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Reception

7:00 pm – 10:30 pm Banquet and Auction

10:30 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2015
8:30 am – 10:00 am CAIR AGM with Breakfast

10:15 am – 12:15 pm Credit Session - Alan McCracken

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Sponsorship or Exhibiting 
Are you interested in sponsoring 

or exhibiting at CAAA’s Conference 
and Tradeshow and have not received 
your partnership package for 2015 
call	 the	 office	 at	 780-413-0078	 for	
more information and a partnership 
package.
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CELEBRATING



Resby Coutts, Master of Ceremonies

Resby Coutts turned a 1971 
University of Manitoba Agriculture 
Economics degree and an early 
professional career with Manitoba 
Agriculture and CKLQ Radio in 
Brandon into a broadcast, marketing 
and public relations freelance business 
which spanned the next 35 years. 
The diversity of his projects, ranging 
from publication contracts with the 
Manitoba-North Dakota Zero Tillage 
Association to management contracts 
with the Canadian Angus and Canadian 
Shorthorn Associations, covered 
most aspects of western Canadian 
agriculture. During that time, he 
served for four years as a Director of 
the Agricultural Institute of Canada, 
ending with a year as AIC President.  In 
more recent years, a lifetime interest in 
curling has provided both a broadcast/
reporting and volunteer outlet – 
including a double term as President of 
Curl Manitoba from 2011 to 2013. 

Rob Wozny, Sound Strategy 
Communications Ltd.

Rob’s session will cover dealing 
with the media and key messaging;  
knowing what to say and how to say 
it. When presenting for the MAAA, 

Rob	 briefly	 touched	 on	 this	 topic	 and	
it sparked a lot of interest so he will 
expand on these topics in his CAAA 
presentation. 

Alan McCracken

Alan has helped numerous aerial 
applicators grow their businesses by 
assisting farmers to increase their crop 
yields using ag-aviation.  His proposed 
session is titled “How to Defend and 
Grow your Aerial Application Service 
by Helping the Farmers Produce 
More.”

Shannon Van Wallegham, PMRA 
Regional Manager 

Shannon Van Wallegham will be 
offering a credit session. Stay tuned for 
more information.

Todd Hirsch, ATB Financial Chief 
Economist 

Will cover topics regarding business 
planning	 specific	 toaerial	 application	
businesses such as; how to manage/
prepare for inconsistent business 
cycles, knowing when to sell your 
business and how to get interest for 
buying into your company.

Spouse Program
This year’s Spouse Program will focus on the ever changing world of 

photography! Make sure you bring your favorite camera this year to the 
CAAA Conference and learn how to use it; learn a variety of photography 
101 tips, from overcoming simple problems, to making your photos more 
exciting. This photography course will teach you how to use your camera 
more	 efficiently	 and	 effectively	Make	 sure	 you	 confirm	your	 attendance;	
you won’t want to miss this fantastic course.

SPEAKERS & SPECIAL GUESTS

CAAA Awards 
Nominations

It’s that time of year again where 
the CAAA looks to our members 
to nominate their colleagues for 
six prestigious awards. We are 
currently taking nominations for 
all six categories. The deadline 
for nominations is December 31, 
2014. The awards will be awarded 
at the CAAA convention in 
February 2015.

The following six nomination 
categories are:

•	Award	of	Excellence
•	Wings	of	Agriculture	Award
•	The	Ace	Award
•	The	Jumpseat	Award
•	The	M.V.P	Award
•	 The	CAAA	Pilot	of	the
 Year Award

Application forms are available 
on the CAAA website www.
canadianaerialapplicators.com.  
Contact	 the	CAAA	office	 for	 any	
additional information or questions 
you might have regarding the 
awards. 
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29 YEARS!



CAAA Welcomes Todd Hirsch as the 
2015 Keynote Speaker!

Todd joined ATB Financial in May 
2007 as its Chief Economist. As the 
bank’s top economic expert, he tracks 
and analyzes developments in North 
America’s economy. Todd spends most 
of his time crisscrossing the provinces, 
sharing these economic insights at 
over 150 presentations a year.

Todd provides economic 
commentary for CBC, CTV, The Globe 
and Mail, The Business News Network 
and the BBC and other local, national 
and international news outlets. 

He received his BA Honours in 
Economics from the University of 
Alberta and an MA in Economics 
from the University of Calgary. Since 
completing his education in 1993, 
he has held a series of economist 
positions	at	a	variety	of	for-profit	and	

public sector organizations, including 
the Canada West Foundation, the 
Canadian	 Pacific	 Railway	 and	 the	
Bank of Canada. For almost a decade, 
Todd taught economics at the U of C.

Todd has been recognized for his 
service	 to	 his	 field	 and	 community.	
In 2011, he was named a Rising Star 
by Oilweek magazine and one of 
Alberta’s	 50	 Most	 Influential	 People	
by Alberta Venture magazine. He 
was recently honoured by the federal 
government with the Diamond Jubilee 
Medal, and in 2014 he was appointed 
to the Alberta Economic Development 
Authority.

In February 2012, Todd released his 
first	book,	The	Boiling	Frog	Dilemma:	
Saving Canada from Economic 
Decline.

Winnipeg is the capital city and the 
largest city of the province of Manitoba. 
It is home to CFL’s Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers and NHL’s newest hockey 
team, the Winnipeg Jets. Winnipeg was 
named the Cultural Capital of Canada 
in 2010 by Canadian Heritage, featuring 
26 national historic sites. The city is 
famously known for Winnipeg the Bear, 
which later became the inspirational 
children’s cartoon character “Winnie-
the-Pooh.” The bear was purchased in 
Ontario by Lieutenant Harry Colebourn; 
he named the bear after the regiment’s 
home town of Winnipeg. A. A. Milne 
later wrote a series of books featuring 
the	fictional	Winnie-the-Pooh.	

Historic Attractions in 
Winnipeg
The Manitoba Museum

The Manitoba Museum is an award-
winning heritage and edutainment 
centre welcoming thousands of visitors 
each year. It features an ever-changing 

variety of touring and specialty 
exhibits in addition to its Planetarium, 
Science Gallery and nine spectacular 
permanent galleries. The museum offers 
a vivid portrayal of Manitoba’s rich and 
colourful history.

Riel House National Historic Site of 
Canada

Take a glimpse into the life of Louis 
Riel, Metis leader and founder of 
Manitoba, as his family’s historic house, 
resorted to its 1886 appearance.

Royal Canadian Mint
The Royal Canadian Mint’s facility 

in Winnipeg produces billions of coins 
each year. This is where ALL Canadian 
circulation coins are made, as well 
as those for over 60 governments all 
around the world. A newly-renovated 
guided tour overlooks the state-of-the-
art manufacturing facility revealing the 
precise art, craft, and science of coin-
making! 

 The Forks
One of the loveliest public spaces in 

Winnipeg and a must-see for any visitor. 
The Forks is an exquisite riverside 
attraction in the heart of downtown 
Winnipeg.

It has been a meeting place for 
over 6,000 years. Early Aboriginal 
peoples traded at The Forks, followed 
by European fur traders, Métis buffalo 
hunters, Scottish settlers, riverboat 
workers, railway pioneers and tens of 
thousands of immigrants.

Today, framed by the banks of the two 
rivers, The Forks is Winnipeg’s number 
one tourist destination with more than 
four million visitors annually.

Winter, spring, summer or fall, The 
Forks is a must for a stunning array 
of dining experiences, incomparable 
shopping, a constantly changing slate 
of entertainment and events, and many 
unique attractions that encompass the 
site’s natural, historic and man-made 
features.

 Welcome to Winnipeg

2015 Keynote Speaker
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The CAAA has been working on a 
number of initiatives with a variety of 
partners during the past 3 months.

1. The re-evaluation of Metiram 
prompted an opportunity in conjunction 
with Canada Horticultural Council to 
provide a submission to the PMRA 
relative to the continued aerial use of the 
product.

2. The CAAA is currently working 
with the Air Transport Association of 
Canada, (ATAC), the British Columbia 
Aviation Council, (BCAC), the 
Saskatchewan Aviation Council, (SAC), 
the Manitoba Aviation Council, (MAC), 
the National Air Transport Association, 
(NATA), the Canadian Business Aircraft 

Association, (CBAA),  L’Association 
Québécoise des Transporteurs Aériens, 
(AQTA) and the Helicopter Association 
of Canada, (HAC), on a joint submission 
expressing concerns relative to the 
Transport Canada Notice of Proposed 
Amendment – Flight Crew Fatigue 
Management.  The participating groups 
are very concerned with the negative 
impact this new regulation could have 
on the future of aviation in Canada.  The 
deadline for stakeholder response and 
input is October 17th, 2014.

3. Transport Canada announced they 
will be making changes to Standard 621 - 
Obstruction Lighting and Marking.  The 
CAAA will be providing a stakeholder’s 

response with a request of Transport 
Canada to include the Advisory Circular 
regarding MET tower markings for 
inclusion in the rewrite of the regulation. 
Other towers not currently covered under 
Transport Canada regulations including 
internet, cellular, and weather, will 
also be requested to for inclusion in the 
rewrite of the regulation.

The CAAA Board of Directors will be 
meeting with Neilda Sterkenburg, Acting 
Director General, Value Assessment and 
Re-evaluation Management Directorate, 
PMRA and Aaron McCrorie, Director, 
Standards Branch and Stéphane Demers, 
Inspector, Flight Standards Transport 
Canada to discuss these important issues.

CAAA and Regulations
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Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 
Scholarship

The annual CAAA Scholarship 
sponsored by CAIR of $1,000.00 is 
offered to students of any age pursuing a 
post-secondary education in Canada. 

The competition is open to the children, 
grandchildren, sons-in-law, daughters-
in-law or spouse of any CAAA operator 
or pilot member who maintains an active 
membership with the CAAA.

To qualify, CAAA membership dues 
must be current and up to date.

Entrants must be a high school 
graduate and enrolled in continuing 
education during the year of scholarship 
award. 

Previous winners are not eligible to 
compete. 

Applications will be accepted from 
youth of the general public providing 
they are applying under the sponsorship 
of a CAAA Operator or CAAA Pilot 
Member whose membership is in good 
standing. 

The deadline for applications is 
December 31, 2014. The recipient of 
the scholarship will be announced at the 
CAAA Convention in February.

The Scholarship Committee will 
review the applications submitted 
and select one student to receive the 
scholarship. 

In the event the applications received 
do not meet all the criteria or lack 
outstanding merit, the Scholarship 
Committee reserves the right to not 
award the scholarship to anyone.

The scholarship will be paid upon 
proof of enrollment and completion of 
the school term. 

The Scholarship Committee will 
comprise of representatives from four 
provincial associations and the CAAA. 

In the event of a tie amongst the 
committee, the President of the CAAA 
will cast the tie-breaking vote. 

Applications are required to include 
a typed essay about you. Essays are 
required to include:
•	Your	 relationship	 with	 the	 company	

you are applying under.
•	Your	education.
•	Your	hobbies.
•	Any	 school	 or	 community	 activities	

you have/do participate in.
•	Any	volunteer	work	you	have	done	in	

your community.
•	Your	work	experience.	
•	Your	goals	for	the	future.
•	Any	other	pertinent	information	about	

yourself.
For more information contact the 

CAAA	Office.	
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$6.7 Million Settlement Issued for 
Unmarked Meterological Evaluation Tower 
Resulting in Agricultural Aviator’s Death

September 9, 2014, Reprinted from the National Agricultural Aviation Association 

A settlement was reached last week 
on	the	wrongful	death	action	filed	by	the	
family of California agricultural aviator 
Steve Allen in the amount $6.7 million 
against a group of defendants representing 
tower manufacturing, wind energy, land-
owning and farming interests for not 
marking or making aware the location of 
an unmarked meteorological evaluation 
tower (MET) to protect the pilot. The 
settlement establishes a standard of care as 
to the use of METs for wind prospecting 
in agricultural areas.

The case stems from a January 10, 
2011, aviation fatality whereby Northern 
California agricultural pilot Steve Allen 
struck a MET resulting in his death. The 
MET had been erected in April 2009. 
The tower was an eight-inch galvanized, 
unmarked, unlit structure manufactured 
by NRG Systems Inc. It was installed by 
Echelon Environmental Energy and PDC 
Corporation, which had been hired by 
Renewable Resources Group, the agent 
and representative of ZKS Real Estate 
Partners and Delta Wetland Properties, 
to monitor wind levels to prospect for the 
potential to generate wind energy around 
the tower’s location. At 60 meters (197 
feet), the tower’s height fell just short 
of the 200-foot threshold whereby FAA 
regulations would have required it to be 
marked in a more visible fashion to low 
flying	aviators.	Allen	had	been	hired	by	
Bouldin Farming Company to spread 
winter	wheat	on	one	of	the	fields	in	Webb	
Tract Island, located in California’s Contra 
Costa County. The defendants were 
mindful that the FAA had a requirement 
of marking and lighting such a tower if it 
exceeded 200 feet. By attempting to erect a 
tower literally inches under 200 feet, they 
believed the tower was not required to be 
evaluated or registered with the FAA, nor 
compliant with the requirements that it be 
marked and made visible if over 200 feet. 

The defendants, through their insurance 
carriers, have contributed to settle this 
matter for the sum of $6.7 million.

On the day of the fatal incident, Allen 
was never made aware of the existence of 
the tower by Bouldin Farming Company, 
and from eyewitness accounts, it was clear 
he never saw it before he struck it. Allen’s 
death	 isn’t	 the	 first	 time	 an	 agricultural	
aviator has had a fatal collision with an 
unmarked and unlit MET during daytime 
operations. An analysis of FAA and NTSB 
accident data by the National Agricultural 
Aviation Association (NAAA) shows that 
10 fatal agricultural aircraft accidents in 
the past 14 years (2000–2013) involved 
collisions with towers—including three 
with unmarked MET towers. METs in 
the last 10 years have become much more 
popular and utilized as investors look for 
locations to install wind farms. These 
same towers have been the subject of 
NTSB advisories pointing out the dangers 
they pose to agricultural aviators.

Steve Allen is survived by his wife 
of more than 20 years, Karen Allen, and 
his two adult daughters, Gail and Angie. 
His death was a tragic loss not only to 
the family, but also to the agricultural 
community in the surrounding area. 
Allen, who had logged more than 26,000 
accident-free hours in his agricultural 
aircraft, was well known for having a 
stellar reputation for safety and ability, 
according to local farmers who had used 
his services and were deposed in the 
case. “He set the gold standard for aerial 
application,” said Brent Tadman, farms 
operation manager for M&T Staten.

“Steve Allen was a consummate 
professional and our go-to agricultural 
aviator,” Mark Boyd, farms operation 
manager for Hastings Island, said. “His 
death was a tragic and unacceptable loss 
that we all felt.”

Both	of	these	gentlemen	testified	that	
the standard of care required farmers to 
tell agricultural aviators of obstacles like 
this one once they are created, something 
that did not happen in this incident.

The National Agricultural Aviation 
Association and its sister organization, the 
National Agricultural Aviation Research 
and Education Foundation (NAAREF), 
were in consultation with Mrs. Allen 
providing information and expert witness 
suggestions. A key safety mission for 
NAAA has been urging state and federal 
government action to require improved 
marking of towers below 200 feet. This 
involvement led to the FAA amending 
“Advisory Circular (AC) 70/7460-1K 
– Obstruction Marking and Lighting 
Document Information” to include MET 
marking guidance after the Allen accident. 
NAAA was also successful in urging 
Congress to pass legislation requiring the 
FAA to conduct a study on the feasibility 
of developing a database storing the 
locations of towers under 200 feet. 
NAAA has also developed a number of 
tools to educate the tower and agricultural 
industry, along with the public, about the 
dangers unmarked obstacles pose to pilots 
of	 low-flying	 aircraft.	More	 information	
is available on NAAA’s website at www.
agaviation.org/towerspolicy.

“Agricultural aviators deal with 
hazards every day they are in the air, 
and they need to know of obstacles and 
hazards. We believe this case establishes 
a standard of care in the community, and 
wind energy and agricultural businesses 
are now on notice of this standard of 
care that is required of them and the 
potential exposure they face, should they 
not properly and adequately mark these 
towers,” said NAAREF President Rod 
Thomas, owner of Thomas Helicopters in 
Gooding,	Idaho.	Thomas	also	testified	in	
this action.
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Hollywood’s Drone Precedent May Chart 
Course For Others

The Edmonton Journal, September 27, 2014

The decision to approve drones for 
filming	 movies	 in	 the	 U.S.	 may	 create	
opportunities for other industries – from 
crop dusting to map making – that see 
value in using unmanned aircraft. 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
is considering requests to allow drones 
to be used in agriculture operations, 
land	 surveying	 and	 oilfield	 inspections.	
Thursday, six movie and television 

companies	were	granted	the	first	permits	
for	 commercial	 drone	 flights	 in	 the	
continental U.S. 

Those production companies 
convinced the FAA that they are capable 
of	safely	using	drones	in	filming	scenes,	
successfully navigating a regulatory 
process that now becomes a model for 
other businesses seeking approval, said 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony 

Foxx. He singled out the “promise of new 
advances in agriculture and utility safety 
and maintenance.”

“It’s a crucial step in the safe 
integration” of drones into the aviation 
system, Foxx later told reporters. “As 
we’ve seen, uses for unmanned aircraft 
are only limited by our imagination.” 

NAAA Executive Director Andrew 
Moore stated, “We believe that this case, 
and the result, sets a clear standard of care 
in the agricultural and MET community. 
Now those individuals who lease land 
for the use of METs and wind energy 
investors have to recognize that the 
standard for them is to mark these towers 
and obstructions so that agricultural 
aviators will be able to be aware of their 
presence and avoid them accordingly. 
Strobe lighting, painting and other visible 
markings along with databases showing 
exact geographical locations of these 
towers are some of the proper safety 
standards to use to protect agricultural 
aviators from low-level towers.”

“No amount of money is ever going 
to compensate the Allen family for the 

loss of Mr. Allen,” said Roger Dreyer of 
Dreyer Babich Buccola Wood Campora, 
LLP, counsel for the Allen family. “He 
was an exceptional pilot, father and 
husband. His family continues to mourn 
the loss, but takes solace in knowing that 
with his death, his lasting legacy will be 
the impact on the agricultural aviation 
industry that he so loved.”

Dreyer added, “We can only hope 
that those individuals in the wind 
industry,	agricultural	field	and	those	who	
manufacture and install these MET towers 
understand that their failure to mark them 
adequately with lights and obstruction 
warning devices puts aviators, like Mr. 
Allen, at risk of losing their lives when 
there is absolutely no reason for taking 
that risk.”

Mrs. Allen had helped sponsor 
legislation in California and Colorado to 
have towers of this nature marked and 
identified	 so	 that	 agricultural	 aviators	
would	 be	 notified	 and	 aware	 of	 MET	
towers’ existence so they could be 
avoided. Mrs. Allen continues to work to 
this day with NAAA and others so that 
these types of obstructions are adequately 
marked and other families are not put 
through the same type of tragic loss that 
she and Steve Allen’s daughters have had 
to endure.

More information is available at the 
website of Dreyer Babich Buccola Wood 
Campora, LLP at: www.dbbwc.com/
component/content/article/190
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Fungicides tied to Rise Deadly Fungi
Margaret Munro, Edmonton Journal

Amid growing concern with fungicides 
are fueling the rise of resistant and life-
threatening fungus in Europe, China and 
India, a microbial sleuth says it is time to 
start	filling	in	the	gaps	in	Canada.	
As	 a	 first	 step,	 biology	 Jianping	 Xu	

says his group at McMaster University 
in Hamilton, Ont., hopes to start testing 
fungi circulating in southern Ontario’s 
farm belt this fall. 

“We plan to take samples in the 
environment and compare them with 
what we see in patients in the hospital,” 
says	 Xu,	 who	 has	 collaborated	 on	
several international studies that point to 
resistant fungi as a growing and serious 
health threat.

He and his colleagues say agricultural 
fungicides known as triazoles, which 
are sprayed on everything from corn to 
canola in Canada, appear to be driving 
emergence of fungi that are resistant 
to not only agricultural fungicides but 
closely related in medicines. 

Triazole	 based	 drugs	 are	 the	 first	
line defence against it. Aspergillus 
fumigatus, which can cause a range of 
conditions from wheezing in asthmatics 
to deadly lung infections in individuals 
with weakened immune systems. 

Aspergillus is a ubiquitous fungus that 
feeds on dead animal or plant matter and 
spreads	 by	 producing	 spores	 that	 float	
through the air. The fungus, common in 
soil and compost heaps, causes serious 
infusion in more than three million 
people a year. 

Last week, a British-Dutch team 
reported that fungicide use on crops is 
the likely reason Aspergillus fumigatus 
found near British farms has developed 
resistance to life saving antifungal drugs. 

“The clear association with triazole 
fungicide usage is very worrisome, 
as some unlucky people at risk will 
breathe in untreatable Aspergillus, 
with potentially dire consequences,” 
lead author Dr. Michael Bromley, at 
the University of Machester, said in 
releasing the study.  

Resistant fungi is also seen in Europe, 
India and China where researchers point 
to agricultural fungicides as a likely 
culprit. 
In	a	study	published	in	June,	Xu	says	

he and colleagues in China found 29 per 
cent of 313 types of yeast samples taken 
from the mouths of hospital patients in 
Hainan were resistant. Yeast is a type 
of	fungus.	Xu	says	the	findings	came	as	
a surprise as none of the patients were 
taking triazole medications that can also 
lead to emergence of resistant organisms. 

One possible explanation is that 
patients picked up the resistant yeast 
before arriving in the hospital, reports 
the team. 
Xu,	 who	 specializes	 in	 the	 fungi	

genetics, would like Canada to step up 
monitoring of fungi in both hospitals 
and the environment to be better track 
resistance and tailor treatments. 

Health Canada, which regulates 
pesticide use in Canada, had little to say 
about the reports linking fungicide use to 
resistant fungi that pose a health threat.

Overcrowding in the Skies: Increasing use of 
drones raises safety concerns

Douglas Quan, Edmonton Journal
Once the domain of military, 

unmanned aerial vehicles or “drones” 
have seemingly endless uses today. 
They’re being used by real estate agents 
to take aerial images of properties, 
farmers	 to	 fly	 over	 crops	 to	 help	 spot	
infestations, and police to help locate 
stranded or missing people.

 But as commercial and recreational 
uses of these remote-controlled “eyes in 
the sky” have grown, so too have reports 
of near collisions with larger aircraft 
and other mishaps, raising questions 
about whether Canada is doing enough 
to regulate them. 

The consequences could be 
“catastrophic” if a drone gets sucked 
into an engine of a commercial jet, said 

Joe Barnsley, and aviation lawyer in 
Winnipeg. 

“The government needs to have this 
as a real priority,” he said. “Hopefully 
there won’t be a tragic incident that will 
move it up on the radar.”

Drones come in different forms. 
Some	 are	 small	 fixed-wing	 aircraft,	
while others are rotor-based. They can 
cost a few hundred dollars to tens of 
thousands of dollars or more. 

Transport Canada regulations require 
that drone operators whose aircraft 
weigh more than 35 kilograms or whose 
aircraft are being used for commercial 
purposes	 apply	 for	 a	 special	 flight	
operations	 certificate.	 They	 must	
provide details of the purpose of the 
operation, the altitudes and routes they 

plant to use, and show there are no 
hazards to the people or property.

In 2011, Transport Canada issues 155 
such	certificates.	In	2013,	 they	handed	
out 945. 
Drone	operators	who	fly	aircraft	less	

than 35 kilograms and for recreational 
purposes are exempt from these rules. 
The only rule that applies to them is one 
that	says	not	to	fly	into	clouds	or	“in	a	
manner that is likely to be hazardous to 
aviation safety.” 

Barnsley said there ought to be more 
explicit rules that limit how high drones 
can	 fly	 and	 that	 require	 aircraft	 to	
remain in the line of sight at you end up 
with a “Wild West scenario where thing 
are falling out of the sky and bashing 
into each other and into people and 
property.”
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On June 30th, a pilot for BC-based 
KD	Air	Corp.	flew	out	of	the	Vancouver	
international Airport when he reported 
a “near miss” with an unmanned aerial 
vehicle at about 579 metres in the air. 
The pilot was forced to climb up to 
avoid the drone, and estimated the 
vertical distance between him and the 
drone was than 30 metres. 

A video shot from a drone and posted 
on YouTube last November showing 

a commercial airliner coming in for a 
landing at the Vancouver airport sparked 
similar complaints that the drone was 
too close to the airport. 

The person who shot the video, 
identified	 online	 as	 “Quadrotor	
Dragonfly,”	 wrote	 a	 column	 on	 his	
YouTube site saying that his aircraft 
was	flying	more	than	a	kilometre	away	
from the edge of the airport and could 
not	have	been	in	anyone’s	flight	path.

The RCMP and Transport Canada 
opened investigations into both 
incidents but have so far been unable to 
locate the operators. 

Transport Canada “will not hesitate” 
to go after drone operators who violate 
regulations or the terms of their operating 
certificates,	said	spokeswoman	Roxane	
Marchand. The maximum penalty is a 
$5,000	fine	for	an	individual	or	$25,000	
for a corporation. 

CAAA Mentorship Program
The	CAAA’s	Mentorship	Program	Provides	a	confidential	source	of	advice	and	mentoring	to	all	new	applicators.	The	CAAA	

has	gathered	names	of	mentors	who	have	agreed	to	confidentially	dialogue	with	applicators	throughout	the	year.	Below	is	a	list	of	
applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any new 
applicator	or	a	totally	confidential	basis.	Contact	anyone	of	them	if	you	have	questions	or	need	advice	during	the	season;

 
Jon Bagley Operator Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Pilot Bus: 204-736-2467 Cell: 204-771-1980

Allan Denesowych Maintenance Engineer Bus: 306-786-7007 Cell: 306-621-5137

Fran de Kock Operator/Training Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Pilot Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent Lange Operator/Farmer Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Pilot Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Operator/Farmer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109



As the world leader in getting the job done, we’re proud of the agricultural 
aviators who help farms large and small fertilize crops, control insects and 
eliminate weeds. Together, we’re producing maximum crop yields from 
fewer acres, keeping tractors off wet fields to prevent topsoil runoff, and 
spraying for pests and diseases three times faster than any other form 
of application can. The result is 71 million acres of U.S. cropland that’s 
protected and productive. Which makes Ag Aviation the next best thing  
to sliced bread.

For more information about agricultural aviation or to learn more about  
Thrush Aircraft, visit us online, or call Eric Rojek at 229.789.0437.

Where innovation is nothing new.

Right in the  
Old Bread Basket.
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Thank you to our Sponsors
Diamond

Interag

Platinum
BASF

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc. 

Gold
Air Tractor, Inc.

Covington Aircraft
Syngenta Canada Inc.

Silver
Battlefords Airspray

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc. 
Thrush Aircraft Corporation 

United Agri Products Canada Inc. 
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

Bronze
4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter Ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AG-Nav Inc.
AgResource

AgriSmart Information 
Systems
Agri-Tow

Alberta Aerial Applicators 
Association

Arystra LifeScience Canada
ATP Nutrition
B.L. Aviation

Brandon Flying Club
C.P Products LLC

CAIR
Can Pro Gator Centre

Canadian Propeller Ltd.
Central Florida Ag Aero
Cheminova Canada Inc.

Conair Group

E.I du Pont Canada Company
Executive Flight Centre

Flight Fuels, Inc.
Forest Protection Limited

GE Aviation
GIS4AG.com

Goulet Aircraft Supply
Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.

Grondair
Heath Canada

Hope Aero Propeller & 
Components

Lane Aviation, Inc.
ManageWise, Inc.

Manitoba Aerial Applicators 
Association

MICCAR Aerial Ltd.
Micronair Sales & Service Inc.

Mid-Continent Aircraft 
Corporation

Monsanto Canada, Inc.
Nufarm Agriculture Inc.
Oldfield Kirby Esau Inc.

Omex Agriculture Inc.
PetroValue Canada

PolyWest
Portage Aircraft Maintenance 

Ltd.
PropWorks Propeller Systems 

Inc.
Provincial Airways

Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.
Saskatchewan Aerial 

Applicators Association
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Tulsa Aircraft Engines Inc.
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

Univar Canada Ltd.
Universal Turbine Product

Valent BioSciences Canada, 
Ltd.

Vector Aerospace
Westman Aerial Spraying Ltd.
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CLASSIFIEDS
AIRCRAFT

FOR SALE:  1989 Air Tractor AT401, 4526 TTSN, 802 TSOH, 1330 TSPOH, Satloc M3 with Flow 
Control, VG’s, Air Conditioning, CP Nozzles.  Call Jon at 204-763-8998
Cessna 188 Sale - 1975 Cessna 188B for sale. 3321 TTAF. IO-550 conversion with 502 TTSN. Hartzell prop 
365	TTSN	,	Satlock	Bantam	with	flow	control.	New	radios.	Contact	Scott	at	306-220-8638	or	skosmenko@
gmail.com

BUSINESS
FOR SALE – Aerial application business for sale. Please contact for more information. Call 204-825-8044 
or email Drchanel@mts.net 

EMPLOYMENT
3 PILOTS NEEDED FOR THE 2015 SEASON	-	SKY	AG	SERVICES	LTD.,	Lafleche,	Sask.	needs	3	
Commercial Pilots for the 2015 summer season, May-Sept 15, 2015. Applicant requires a minimum 2000 
hrs. Turbine Time and/or 1500 hrs. Air Tractor Turbine Time and a minimum of 300 hrs. Forestry Protection. 
Position offers top pay package to the dedicated individual, commission base position with base salary at 
$60	hr./40	hr./week.	Applicant	must	have	a	clean	flight	record.	Send	resume	outlining	all	aerial	application	
experience and references, if available, to skyag2@hotmail.com. We will only accept resumes or questions 
by email. PLEASE DO NOT APPLY UNLESS ALL CRITERIA CAN BE MET.  Contact 306-472-5757 or 
Skyag@sasktel.net.		Sky	Ag	Services	Ltd.,	Box	336,	Lafleche,	Sk.	SOH	2KOA 8998

Ground and Loader Ops Manager - Personnel manager needed for the remaining of 2014 and beyond. 
Must be able to manage and direct personnel for loading Aircraft, all crop protection products, sales, 
inventory, etc.. 35.00/hr  Contact 306-472-5757 or Skyag@sasktel.net.  Sky Ag Services Ltd., Box 336, 
Lafleche,	Sk.	SOH	2KO

RTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES
Ag operators - got a hangar full of used parts? List and sell them at cropdusterparts.com.	Then	find	bargains	
on the equipment you actually need. Over 60 new listings are now live at cropdusterparts.com!

PT6A Engines for sale! PT6A-28 TSO 0/866/2525 PT6A-27 TSO 2250 PT6A-34 TSO 0.  Contact preeves@
jsamiami.com or 817-354-2002

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: caaa@telusplanet.net 

Home Page: 
www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 

Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076

National Agricultural 
Aviation Association 
(NAAA) Conference 

& Trade Show
Dec 8 - 11, 2014, Louisville, Kentucky

Each December NAAA hosts the 
world’s largest agricultural aviation 
convention and trade show. Join us Dec. 
8–11, 2014, as we head to Louisville, Ky., 
for NAAA’s 48th Annual Convention 
&	 Exposition.	You	 won’t	 find	 a	 better	
opportunity to stay up on the latest 
technology, products, techniques and 
trends impacting your business.

In addition to our national convention, 
NAAA’s state and regional partner 
associations host conventions across the 
country in the fall and winter, as well as 
various events throughout the year.

For more information, visit: 
http://www.agaviation.org/content/
convention-and-meetings


