
NEW HORIZONS

a second or two made you a very dangerous pilot. Who is 
there to help that individual be safe? We, the members need 
to help these people stay safe. It can be through assistance 
with manuals, training and education but also mentorship. 
We can’t be afraid to hurt feelings or step on toes when we 
see someone doing something unsafe.

If an individual pointed out to me something that could 
save my life I would thank them. Now others may think they 
know everything and can’t be told what they are doing is 
unsafe. However, I bet 90% of those people, after they tell 
you where to go and how to get there are at least thinking 
about what you said and will correct their actions. 

The CAAA has a lot of things on the go this winter. We 
are meeting with Transport Canada as a working group for 
a CAR’s 702 risk assessment. This will occur just before 
our fall board meeting. We are very excited about the fact 
that we get a seat at the table and they care about what our 
association has to say. This will help form regulation that 
may be somewhat more workable for our industry in the 
future. 

Our winter is full of other meetings as per usual and the 
Board has a few new projects to work on. One of which is 
accidents and training. As many of you are aware there were 
two deaths in our industry over the summer. We send our 
condolences to the families of those who passed. We wonder 
though what can we do to help educate and train to eliminate 
this from happening again. One death is one to many and we 
need to bring that number to zero.

Other items on the agenda for the Board are the Tower 
markings which we had great success on but we believe we 
can have even more after seeing the new FAA regulations. 
Flight duty times will be all wrapped up after this fall meeting 
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As the end of summer drifts away on us again I see the 
winter coming. After the long summer I do have days that I 
can’t wait to see the white powder waist deep for ski season, 
snow blanketing the side of the Rocky Mountains that I can 
see out my window waiting for a fresh snowmobile track 
to be drawn up its valleys. But then I realise that when this 
happens I’m done flying.

I’m not sure how I feel about this. Every year it is the 
same thing over and over. Bust your back all summer 
keeping farmers happy providing an excellent service loving 
every minute of it and then comes the end of summer and 
the thought of some freedom to do other things kicks in and 
gets you excited. What a great feeling knowing the end of 
the season is near. But is that a good thing? 

Like I said before I notice this feeling every year and 
this is the exact feeling that makes a pilot, ground crew or 
office staff member lose focus on safety because your mind 
is thinking about such things as knee deep powder. Focus is 
key to safety and when our mind wanders so does our safety 
risk. So I will avoid even looking at the skis or sleds until 
I’m done for the season so I can stay safe.

Safety is obviously on every individual’s mind when they 
are doing their job.  But when you are doing that job alone 
with nobody to tell you what you are doing isn’t safe then the 
risk of an accident increases. It doesn’t increase necessarily 
because you are unsafe. It may be the fact that you are not 
aware what you are doing isn’t safe. Simply put, there is 
a lack of mentorship for the single pilot operator in some 
cases and no mentorship for the new pilot/operator. Who is 
there to tell you or advise you what you are doing isn’t safe?

I see this steady on social media. The good chance for fish 
lips in a selfie. ‘Look at me’ pictures that in my opinion for 

Inside
• Glyphosate and the story of misguided fears 

about food
• Aerial application industry flying high!
• Things you didn’t know about being a crop 

dusting pilot
• CAAA Annual Conference and Tradeshow 



2 CAAA NEW HORIZONS OCTOBER 2016

I hope and then onto something that will 
be a challenge to us all for many years, 
the UAV. These are just a few things 
that the Board has to work on moving 
forward. If there is anything anyone 
wishes or needs us to look at, please 
contact myself or the office anytime. 

I would like to encourage everyone 
to attend their Provincial Association 
meeting this winter along with the 
NAAA before Christmas. Also book 
ASAP for this year’s CAAA AGM in 
Banff. They are predicting El Niño this 
winter which means that the powder will 

be deep. So bring the family and skis (or 
boards for the people who can’t handle 
two planks) to Banff for a great working 
vacation. You know you all earned it.

Cheers
Shaun Kinniburgh

PROVINCIAL REPORTS
ALBERTA
Jason Lazenby

With the shortening of daylight hours 
and the cold mornings it’s easy to tell 
fall is upon us. Waiting a couple hours 
after daybreak for the temperature to 
warm up, and wearing gloves and coats 
in the cockpit to stay warm are a couple 
signs the spray season will soon come 
to an end. The operators I have talked to 
over the course of the season have been 
enjoying an above average year with 
the normal ups and downs ag pilots are 
accustom to.  Last fall, aerial pre-harvest 
canola spraying in Central Alberta was 
a relatively new thing; we had a few 
producers try it, with really good results!  
Straight combining saved machine 
time and labor costs for the farmer, and 
increased machine time and labor costs 
for the aerial applicator...perfect!  This 
year interest has peaked even more than 
last, and we are finding ourselves busy 
right into late September. 

 Once the birds are parked and the last 
invoices are sent out, it’s time to register 
for the industry conferences!  The Alberta 
Aerial Applicators Association would be 
pleased to have you join us in Red Deer 
at the Black Knight Inn!  Starting at noon 
on Sunday, November 6th and finishing 
before supper on Monday, November 
7th, this conference is jam packed with 
more than four (4) opportunities to meet 
with exhibitors, four (4) continuing 
education credits, two (2) Annual General 
Meetings, and one (1) silent auction you 
won’t want to miss!  Please check out 
the AAAA’s website for the lineup of 

speakers and the new conference format, 
and while you are there, REGISTER!

Alberta also has the pleasure of hosting 
the CAAA convention in February!  Book 
your rooms early for this event. Room 
rates are in effect until January 22, 2017, 
or until the block is full. More details and 
information are always available on the 
CAAA website. I hope to see you there!

SASKATCHEWAN
Colin Bevan

As the 2016 application season draws 
to a close and the harvest is well underway, 
I think this industry can take great pride 
in its safety record and public relations 
record for the season.  Particularly 
when held against the volume of work 
completed.  Our heartfelt sympathy goes 
out to the friends and families of those 
involved in the accidents that did occur. 

It has been a record breaking year 
for most companies, leaving many 
applicators looking for outside help to 
deal with the back log, unfortunately 
in my experience, there was none to be 
found as most operators I spoke to were 
experiencing the same back logs of work.  
I’m sure this will bring about an increase 
in aircraft purchases, as I know of several 
new aircraft being purchased at this point.  

It’s been a very challenging year for 
farmers this year because of the excess 
moisture and with any measurable 
amount of snow pack, will likely carry 
on into the next year, hopefully ensuring 
adequate work for everyone in the aerial 

application industry next season.  This 
will also increase the problems in finding 
quality ag pilots which will necessitate 
the critical importance of the TFWP.  I 
hope this program will not become more 
restrictive.  

I’d like to invite everyone to the 
Wings of Saskatchewan Conference and 
trade show coming up October 26-28 in 
Saskatoon at the Saskatoon Inn.  

Enjoy the rest of the season.

MANITOBA
Mike Alarie

My term as MAAA President will 
soon be at an end. As I reflect on the 
few months remaining, I wish to extend 
my deepest gratitude to the MAAA 
Board for their hard work and support. 
It remains a true blessing to lead an 
organization consisting of individuals 
who we depend on to make it through 
the many challenges we face.

It was from one of these challenges we 
faced as a board over a year ago that I am 
reminded of the story of Charles Plumb, 
a US Navy fighter pilot. After 75 combat 
missions in the Vietnam War, Plumb’s 
airplane was destroyed by a surface-to-
air missile. He ejected and parachuted 
behind enemy lines where he survived 
2103 days as a prisoner of war. Plumb 
gives an account of his six-year ordeal 
in his book, “Insights for Excellence.”

Recently, I was sitting in a restaurant 
in Kansas City. A man about two tables 
away kept looking at me. I did not 
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recognize him. A few minutes into our 
meal, the man stood up and walked over 
to my table, looked down at me, pointed 
his finger in my face and said, “You’re 
Captain Plumb! You flew jet fighters 
in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier 
Kitty Hawk. You were shot down and 
parachuted into enemy hands!”

“How in the world did you know 
that?” asked Plumb.

“Because I packed your parachute,” 
the man replied.

I was speechless. I staggered to my 
feet and held out a very grateful hand 
of thanks. The man grabbed my hand, 
pumped my arm and said, “I guess it 
worked!”

“Yes sir, it sure did! If your chute 
hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be here 
today.” 

I did not get much sleep that night. 
I kept thinking about that man. I kept 
wondering what he might have looked 
like in a Navy uniform -- a Dixie cup 
hat, a bib in the back, and bell-bottom 
trousers. I wondered how many times 
I might have seen him and not even 
said, Good morning, how are you, or 
anything, because after all, I was a 
fighter pilot and he was just a sailor. 
How many hours did he spend on that 
long wooden table in the bowels of that 
ship weaving the shrouds and folding 
the silks of those chutes? 

Sometimes in our daily challenges, 
we miss what is really important. We 
fail to offer assistance, say hello or 
even offer a simple thank you. Think 
for a moment…. Who is packing your 
parachute? Be grateful to those people. 
Call them and thank them. One cannot 
do kindness too soon because you never 
know how soon it will be too late. 
Gratitude is a currency that we can mint 
for ourselves and spend without fear of 
bankruptcy.

As a  f inal  submission to the 
newsletter as the MAAA President, I 
close by expressing my gratitude to 
the following individuals: Dave Frisch, 

Bryan Dion, Nelson Almey and Elisha 
McLean. Thank you for your support 
and assistance during my tenure. Thank 
you for packing my parachute.

ECC
Paul Zimmer

Greetings from the “Banana Belt” 
of Ontario. Summer still seems to be 
hanging on quite nicely here but the 
evenings are beginning to cool. That is 
good news as the price of electricity is 
so ridiculously high here, homeowners, 
especially those in the country are 
afraid to open their bills. You may have 
seen the expose on Global National this 
summer about the state of electricity 
billing in Ontario.  It is amazing how a 
government can be so out of touch, or 
could care so little about its residents. 
Well the pendulum has finally swung. 
The liberal government in Ontario is 
losing by-elections because of this file, 
so the programs and rebates to help 
offset the highest electricity pricing in 
Canada and possibly North America are 
coming fast and furious. Unfortunately, 
the incompetence of this government, 
in power since 2003 have no choice 
but to charge the Hell out of us to try 
to recover the money wasted on Gold 
Plated Green Energy Contracts, and 
decisions to shore up votes in specific 
ridings by cancelling generating plants 
under construction during elections 
that cost the taxpayers Billions!

In Ontario the lack of rain played a 
significant role in the crops this season. 
Some areas received just enough timely 
rains to support good looking crops. 
In other areas a prolonged drought 
ravaged growth and growers watched 
their corn, potatoes, etc. shrivel in the 
field. This certainly had a negative 
impact on crop yields that did survive, 
and prompted many growers to forego 
any crop protection services that could 
not assure them a reasonable return on 
their investment.  The result was the 
phones were eerily quiet and as a result 

aerial applicator revenues in Ontario 
on ag work will be down over that of 
2015.

Weather conditions also proved 
to be quite challenging for the 
budworm programs in Quebec and 
New Brunswick this season and 
unfortunately the Quebec program was 
not fully completed.

The budworm continues to extend 
its reach into new areas of Quebec and 
New Brunswick. I was amazed to see 
the front end loaders picking up piles 
of moths in New Brunswick on the 
news this summer. The swarms were 
so concentrated they could be tracked 
on radar crossing the St. Lawrence 
River.  It is clear the fight between man 
and nature will continue in 2017 and 
hopefully protection measures taken 
by the various Provincial governments 
will save some trees, some jobs, and 
reduce the potential for fire.

On forestry projects in Ontario, at 
the point of writing this report, we are 
still working diligently to get some of 
the projects finished. The weather has 
been warmer than normal, no killer 
frosts, and the bush is greener than 
normal allowing later applications. As 
usual the change in seasons has been 
bringing an abundance of fast moving 
fronts through which is making it 
difficult to accomplish what we need 
or want to in a timely manner. The end 
however is nearing and I would expect 
one week will be about all we have to 
get the projects done.   

On the positive side I am not aware 
of any accidents or major incidents in 
Ontario this season to date, which is 
always a good thing for operators and 
our industry in general.

Looking forward to some upcoming 
down time, or maybe just a change in 
pace. As they say; a change is as good 
as a rest.
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US Marking Requirements for Towers Under 
200 Feet Set to Become Federal Law

The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 
congratulates the NAAA on the release of the FAA bill.  The 
CAAA continues to work with Transport Canada on revisions 
to Standard 621 to include all towers.

After years of tireless work, NAAA is happy to announce 
that they have secured tower marking requirements and an 
FAA tower database for towers between 50 and 200 feet. 
Those measures are included in an agreement the House 
and Senate released to extend the FAA’s funding authority 
through September 2017. 

The tower marking requirements apply to all towers with 
an above-ground base of 10 feet or less in diameter that are 
on undeveloped land, including land used for agricultural 
purposes. The tower database will be accessible to all aviators 
who require tower location information for safety.

New UAS Safety Provisions 
These tower provisions will greatly improve safety for 

agricultural aviation, but that’s not the only good news in 
the FAA bill; the FAA extension takes significant steps to 
improve unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) safety as well.

First, Congress is requiring all small UAS (sUAS) 
manufacturers—any company that manufactures UAS 
weighing 55 pounds or less—to make available at the time of 
purchase a safety statement informing the buyer about laws 
and regulations applicable to sUAS and recommendations 
for safe use of the sUAS. The safety statement is also 
supposed to include FAA-approved language regarding FAA 
regulations and warn buyers that there may be penalties for 
violating these regulations.

Second, Congress is mandating that anyone operating a 
UAS who knowingly or recklessly interferes with a wildfire 

suppression effort is liable to pay a fine of up to $20,000. For 
those of you with firefighting contracts, this could be a huge 
relief.

Third, Congress will require that the Department of 
Transportation must establish a process to allow applicants 
to petition the FAA to prohibit or restrict operation of UAS in 
close proximity to a fixed site facility. This could potentially 
include agricultural airports, meaning you could apply for 
your airport to be a no-drone zone.

Fourth, Congress is directing the FAA to convene industry 
stakeholders to facilitate development of consensus standards 
for remotely identifying operators and owners of UAS, and 
gives the FAA the ability to require remote identification of 
UAS. This will greatly increase accountability among UAS 
operators.

Other UAS provisions include $6 million for a pilot 
program for airspace hazard mitigation at airports through 
UAS detection systems, a UAS traffic management research 
plan, a UAS traffic management pilot program, and a UAS-
manned aircraft crash test program to determine what effect 
a UAS would have on aircraft in a collision. The funding 
legislation also directs the FAA to “continue the expeditious 
authorization of safe unmanned aircraft system operations 
in support of firefighting operations” and to enter into 
agreements with other agencies to facilitate expeditious 
authorization of safe UAS operations in support of service 
restoration efforts of utilities.

CAAA Fall Board Meeting
The CAAA Board will be holding their Fall 

Board Meeting in Ottawa on October 19th – 20th.  
They will be meeting with representatives from the 
government.  If you have concerns you would like 
the Board to address, please send your issues to 
Shauna Prokopchuk at shauna@managewise.ca.
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CAAA 2017 Membership Renewals
The 2017 CAAA Membership Renewals will be going out the beginning of December. Please ensure that all your 

information is correct as the information on your renewal form will be the information that is posted in the 2017 Membership 
Directory later in the year. If you have any changes to your contact information after you submit your membership, please 
notify the office at membership@canadianaerialapplicators.com  or by calling the office at 780-413-0078. Membership 
renewals can be processed online at http://store.canadianaerialapplicators.com/ starting December 1, 2016.

• Representation in government at the monitoring of current changes in regulation impacting aerial 
applicators in Canada.

• Increased public awareness through media and partnership collaboration.

• Educational forum at the Annual General Meeting and Trade Show that provides education on 
new product development, research, governmental regulations and industry trends.

• License re-certification credit courses.

• Guidelines for members and improved public perception through a Code of Ethics.

• Association website providing on-line training, current industry and association information, 
event listing, and downloadable forms, membership directory programs and how to become an 
aerial applicator.

• Availability of Calibration and Patternization (CAP) clinics.

• National hull insurance program.

• Business Survey to provide valuable industry specific information to assist participants with 
future management decisions.

• The Self-Audit program provides operators with a checklist of regulatory requirements and is 
designed to assist with spring start up.

• Misapplication Insurance program. 

• Current information regarding the aerial application industry and association provided in the 
quarterly newsletter.

• Annual Membership Directory distributed throughout the industry.

• Annual planner providing important dates throughout the year. 

• Access to a Members’ Only page on the CAAA website which has a variety of information and 
programs to assist you.

Member Benefits
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The Agricultural Biologicals Market Is 
Projected To Reach USD 10.05 Billion By 2020

The global agricultural biologicals market is projected 
to reach USD 10.05 Billion by 2020, growing at a CAGR 
of 14.5% from 2015 to 2020. The demand for biologicals is 
also fueled because major agriculture firms intend to continue 
and preserve their market share or produce incremental 
income streams; governmental regulatory bodies are actively 
participating in environmental conservation issues; growers 
are looking for fresh ways to generate higher yield; and there 
is an increased demand for agricultural products that ensure 
overall wellness of consumers.

In the global market for agricultural biologicals, 
microbials as a source for biologicals is growing at 
a higher rate as microbials are broadly utilized over 
the globe and are a valuable source for biologicals 
to defend crops against insects, diseases, and pests. 
They are made from microbes which can work 
alone and complement the conventional method of 
plant production and protection. They are attractive 
in controlling agricultural pests which do not create 
any harm to the environment. Continuous research 
& development in agrochemicals and advances in 
the farming methods have also played a major role 
in the growth of the biologicals market.

Soil treatment is one of the most widely used 
modes of application under the biologicals market. 
Soil treatment with the help of biologicals involves 
the method of improving the soil quality, by 
adjusting the pH level of the soil, so that the nutrient 
quality is ultimately improved. Soil treatment also 
involves the removal of hazardous substances 
from soil that has been contaminated and unfit 
for production of agricultural products for human 
consumption. Recently, there has been an increase 
in the seed treatment mode of application to protect 
seeds from early season diseases and pests, which 
improves crop emergence and its growth. It also 
improves plant population and therefore there is 
higher productivity.

The global agricultural biologicals market is 
dominated by Europe and is closely followed by 
North America. These regions are quite ahead 
in adopting modern agricultural technology and 
organic farming as they are more developed as 
compared to other developing regions round the 
globe. This has led to create an increased demand 
for the overall organic ways to produce crops in 
the European market. These factors have played 
a major role in the dominance of the European 
Agricultural biologicals industry across the globe. 

However, the demand for agricultural biological products from 
developing regions, such as Asia-Pacific and Latin America, 
has significantly increased. Increasing land degradation and 
rise in productivity of high quality crops have put tremendous 
pressure on countries with agrarian economy.

For more information please visit:
http://www.researchandmarkets.com/publication/

mvt8wp5/3715052

These walls 
have ears.

Where innovation is nothing new.

Listening. It’s become a lost art in business these days, but 
fortunately, not at Thrush. Here at the factory listening to 
customers, suppliers and fans has always been an important 
part of our every day. And we’re getting even better at it. 
Whether it’s a phone call for parts, a comment during a field test, 
or a conversation at a tradeshow, we listen – and we act on what 
we hear. Try us. We’re all ears.

For more information, and a willing ear, call Eric Rojek at 
229.789.0437, or visit us online if you prefer at thrushaircraft.com.
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Things You Didn’t Know About Being 
A Crop Dusting Pilot

1. It’s not called “crop dusting” anymore.
Because the term “crop dusting” automatically brings to 

mind the previously mentioned image, today’s pilots generally 
prefer the term “aerial application” or “ag application.” The 
pilots themselves are referred to as “ag pilots” or “aerial 
applicators.”

2. The first aerial application wasn’t from a plane.
The first aerial application of agricultural materials (that 

we know of) was done by a hot air balloon with mobile 
tethers in 1906 in Wairoa, New Zealand. It was flown by a 
man named John Chaytor, who spread seed over a swamped 
valley floor.

3. Organizations like the Canadian Aerial 
Applicators Association (CAAA) are working to 
change the stereotype of the cavalier Ag pilot.

The primary objective of the CAAA is to promote safety 
and professionalism amongst its participating members. 
The CAAA works with federal and provincial government 
agencies to design policies that are fair and equitable and, 
above all, that protect both rural customers and urban 
dwellers. The CAAA advises regulatory agencies on matters 
pertaining to the safe and efficient aerial application of 
pesticides and other crop inputs.

Education and training of members is high on the CAAA’s 
priorities. Training programs, for ground crews right up to 
the pilot, are designed by members to ensure pesticides are 
safely applied.

4. Ag pilots undergo a great deal of training.
From the ground up, pilots who enter the aerial application 

industry are trained in all aspects of aerial application, safe 
pesticide use, and entomology. The idea behind this is to 
minimize the risk to the environment.

5. Planes are equipped with state-of-the-art 
equipment.

We’ve come a long way from the days of the rickety old 
biplane. Recent technology developments such as GPS swath 
guidance, aerial imagine, and prescription mapping and 
dispersal systems have revolutionized the aerial application 
industry. Planes are equipped with GPS systems that provide 
guidance accuracy within three feet and guide the pilot using 
a light bar and electronic mapping system.

6. The aircrafts aren’t just used for pesticides.
In areas prone to wildfires, aerial application aircraft also 

serve double duty as water bombers.

7. Flying is difficult.
The flying involved in aerial application is technically 

challenging and occasionally hazardous, so it is imperative 
that pilots know what they’re doing.

8. You probably won’t start out as a pilot right 
away.

Many Ag pilots begin their careers mixing chemicals 
and serving as loaders or mechanics for the plane. You may 
find that you need to gradually work your way up to a pilot 
position.

9. Ag pilots are in high demand.
Thanks to the recent farming boom, aerial application is a 

hot field. According to the Federal Aviation Administration, 
hours flown by crop-dusters rose 29% from 2003 to 2007. 
This is in sharp contrast to the majority of other aviation 
fields; most aircraft makers are in a slump, while leading 
aerial application manufacturer Air Tractor Inc. in Olney, 
Texas, is making more planes every year.

10. You will need a great deal of aviation training.
In order to work as an ag pilot, you will need to earn your 

commercial pilots license, as well as specific agricultural 
aviation training.  For a list of training centres see the CAAA 
website at http://canadianaerialapplicators.com/become-an-
aerial-applicator/pesticide-training-centres/.

CAIR Fall Board Meeting
The CAIR Board will be meeting October 17th 

in Winnipeg, MB, to review the 2016 season.  If 
you have any issues you wish discussed at the 
Board meeting, please contact Jill Lane at jill@
managewise.ca.
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Bayer’s Monsanto Acquisition to Face 
Politically Charged Scrutiny

By Diane Bartz and Greg Roumeliotis
As the global agricultural sector races to consolidate, 

Bayer AG’s $66 billion all-cash deal to acquire Monsanto 
Co will test growing political and consumer unease in the 
United States and abroad over the future of food production.

Bayer’s pesticide-focused agricultural business has 
few overlaps with Monsanto’s dominant seed franchise, 
according to the companies’ executives. Still, marrying two 
of the world’s top farm suppliers at a time when rivals are 
also merging is fueling concern over reduced competition in 
the $100 billion global market.

Monsanto and Bayer “have chosen to do a deal in the 
year of merging dangerously,” said David Balto, a former 
policy director at the U.S. Federal Trade Commission. 
“They are in for a tough time.”

U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck 
Grassley has called a hearing to scrutinize the wave of 
consolidation. Farmers in Iowa, the Republican senator’s 
home state, are worried that seed and chemical costs are 
rising while grain prices are near their lowest levels in 
years. Farm incomes have plunged.

Senator Bernie Sanders, who recently ended a run for 
the Democratic presidential nomination, called the deal “a 
threat to all Americans.”

“These mergers boost the profits of huge corporations 
and leave Americans paying even higher prices,” he said. 

Senators Mike Lee and Amy Klobuchar, the two 
top antitrust lawmakers, also expressed concern. “The 

transaction has the potential to result in a significant loss of 
competition and reduced incentives and ability to innovate, 
thereby raising prices,” said Lee, a Republican from Utah.

Monsanto agreed to sell itself to Bayer for $128 per share 
in cash, yet its shares hovered around $107 Wednesday, 
reflecting investor uncertainty about regulators. Bayer has 
agreed to pay Monsanto a $2 billion breakup fee if the deal 
is thwarted.

The German company aims to create a one-stop shop 
for seeds, crop chemicals and computer-aided services to 
farmers. 

That was the idea behind Monsanto’s swoop on Syngenta 
AG last year. The Swiss company fended off that offer 
only to agree later to a takeover by China’s state-owned 
ChemChina.

U.S. chemicals giants Dow Chemical Co and DuPont 
plan to merge and spin off their seeds and crop chemicals 
operations into a major agribusiness.

If all of the deals close, three companies would control 
nearly 70 percent of the world’s pesticide market and 80 
percent of the U.S. corn-seed market.

In addition, Canadian fertilizer producers Potash Corp 
of Saskatchewan Inc. and Agrium Inc. said they agreed to 
merge, sparking questions of whether regulators will sign 
off on the new company’s potential pricing power.

Inevitable Scrutiny
It has been a tough year for aggressive mega-deals. 

Antitrust authorities have challenged agreements ranging 
from oilfield services mergers to health insurance buyouts. 
Other regulators have cracked down on deals that aid tax 
avoidance or risk harming national security.

The Monsanto and Bayer deal, which would be the 
largest-ever all-cash acquisition, faces intense and lengthy 
regulatory processes in the United States, the European 
Union and elsewhere, experts said.

“This merger is not a slam dunk,” said Diana Moss, 
president of the American Antitrust Institute.

Hugh Grant, Monsanto’s chief executive officer, told 
reporters the companies will need to file in about 30 
jurisdictions.

Monsanto and Bayer have had “initial contacts with 
regulatory agencies describing what this combination would 
be about,” Bayer Chief Executive Officer Werner Baumann 
said on an investor call, and “received encouraging 
feedback.”

Turbine Conversions, Ltd

www.TurbineConversions.com
616-837-9428 est

Turbo Cat TM

P&W Kit

We have what you need!
Single Point Fueling,

Seeding Gates,Thrush Leading
Edges, P&W and GE Turbine
Kits, Full Swivel Tail wheels

plus a lot more!
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The value of assets Bayer is willing to divest is to be 
revealed when details of the merger agreement become 
public, according to sources familiar with the deal. 

Areas of potential overlap include some soybeans, canola 
and cotton seeds.

Bayer’s share of the U.S. cotton seed market sits at 38.5 
percent, while Monsanto is 31.2 percent, according to data 
compiled by the Konkurrenz Group. 

“I would have to say this: I think there will be some 
concern from the growers because of the consolidation,” 
said Craig Brown, a vice president of the National Cotton 
Council of America. Brown said the council had taken no 
formal position on the proposed deal.

Tough Year 
U.S. antitrust enforcers will look at more than product 

overlaps, said Moss.
“People don’t get the enormous impact that these deals 

can have on innovation markets. You need more innovators 
in there battling it out so that you actually do produce new 
technology for farmers,” she said.

The deals would leave farmers facing a duopoly in seed 
(Bayer/Monsanto and Dow) and two big firms in chemicals 
(Syngenta and Bayer/Monsanto), she said. 

In terms of the U.S. corn seeds and traits market, 
according to Morgan Stanley Research, a merged Dow and 
DuPont would have about a 41 percent market share, while 
a merged Monsanto-Bayer would have about 36 percent. 
In soybean seeds and traits, the group estimated a merged 
Dow/DuPont would have about 38 percent. Monsanto-
Bayer would have 28 percent.

The U.S. political landscape after the November federal 
election also will influence these ag-related deals.

Maurice Stucke, formerly in the Justice Department 
now with the Konkurrenz Group, called it highly unlikely 
that Obama administration antitrust enforcers, who have 
knocked down a long list of big mergers in concentrated 
industries this year, would make the final decision on Bayer-
Monsanto.

“Merger reviews of this complexity would take six to 
nine months,” Stucke said. “This would be the first major 
test of the new administration.”

(Additional reporting by Ludwig Burger in Frankfurt, 
Germany, and Karl Plume in Chicago. Writing by P.J. 
Huffstutter in Chicago; Editing by David Gregorio)

Aerial vs Ground Calculator
Often a farmer will be faced with a decision as to 
whether to treat their crop by ground application or 
aerial application. Aerial Application has a number 
of advantages over ground based application. These 
include:

Advantages:
•  Timeliness of operation
•  Zero soil compaction
•  Zero disease transfer
•  Zero crop damage
•  Professional accurate application

As an option, see FieldAir’s calculator to see the 
advantage of aerial application.

http://www.fieldair.com.au/ground-vs-air.php

Tips for using the Ground vs 
Air Calculator
As a general rule the more advanced the crop the 
greater the damage and the wetter the ground the 
greater the damage. When crops are more advanced 
the damage is multiplied, as the vehicle chassis tend to 
damage the crops as well as the wheels.

Damage will be greatest as tyre width increases and 
boom width decreases.

Crops often recover visually from being run over but 
often these areas lag behind the rest of the paddock and 
grain ripens later or not at all. Damage will obviously 
vary with crop type, crop stage and other variables but 
a rule of thumb seems to be an average of 40% damage 
(i.e. yield loss) to areas that are run over.

When calculating total machinery wheel width, don’t 
forget that if the front and rear types of the towing 
vehicle and the tyres of the spray unit don’t all run 
in the same wheel track, you will need to add these 
together. If they do run in the same wheel track, your 
total wheel track width will be less but the damage 
factor may be greater.

To convert feet to metres - multiply feet by 0.305

To convert acres to hectares - divide acres by 2.47
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CAAA 2017 CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 23 – 25, 2017

The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 
is proud to announce the 31st Conference, Annual 
General Meeting & Trade Show. 

Registration, sponsorship, and exhibitor registration 
forms are available for download at http://www.
canadianaerialapplicators.com/.  

To avoid disappointment, make sure you book your 
room early.  Once the CAAA room block is full, the 
association cannot guarantee hotel availability. The 
Fairmont Banff Springs is regularly sold out and at a 
guaranteed room rate of $209.00 (plus fees and taxes) 
rooms will not last long!  To book your room call Toll free 
number (1-800-441-1414) or the booking link: https://
resweb.passkey.com/go/canadianaerialapplicators. 
Please be sure to state you are with the Canadian Aerial 
Applicators if reserving by phone.

If you have any questions regarding the AGM or any 
other conference information, please contact Tamara 
or Shauna at 780-413-0078 or via email at events@
canadianaerialapplicators.com.

SPEAKERS  
Steve Powell is president of Solum Consulting, a 

firm specializing in agricultural issue management and 
strategic communication. 

Steve has worked in public relations and marketing 
for nearly 30 years, helping businesses and other 
organizations enhance relationships with stakeholders 
and influence public perceptions. With his extensive 
background in public affairs, media relations, 
reputation management and crisis communication, 
Steve regularly trains industry groups and executive 
teams in news media interaction, issue management 
and public speaking. 

Prior to his career in public relations, Steve worked for several 
years as a radio and television news reporter and producer in 
his home state of Georgia. He is a graduate of the University of 
Georgia, with degrees in journalism and agricultural economics. 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2017
7:00 am – 8:15 am Registration 

8:15 am – 10:15 am Yorkton Aircraft Service – New to the 
Industry Session

10:30am – 11:30 am Concurrent Aircraft Sessions 

11:45 am – 1:45 pm Opening Lunch with Keynote Speaker 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm CAIR Safety Seminar

4:00 pm – 7:00 pm Exhibits Grand Opening

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Dinner on your own - Banff 
Experience

10:00 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2017
8:00 am – 9:00 am Credit Session - UAV Session

9:00 am – 10:00 am Exhibits Open 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm CAAA AGM

12:15 pm – 1:45 pm Awards Luncheon

2:00 pm – 3:45 pm Exhibits Open

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Credit Session - Transport Canada 
Update

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm Spouse Program  

6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Reception 

7:00 pm – 10:30 pm Banquet and Auction 

10:30 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017
8:30 am – 10:00 am CAIR AGM with Breakfast

10:00 am – 12:00 pm Credit Session – Steve Powell – 
Advocating to Consumers for Ag 
Aviation
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AGM AND TRADE SHOW
“Advocating to Consumers for Ag Aviation.” The session 

will provide an approach for CAAA professionals to develop 
consumer-relevant industry insights, and incorporate that 
perspective into their advocacy efforts. 

Program Objectives  
• Reinforce the importance of individual advocacy by 

CAAA members. 
• Introduce and reinforce the concept that advocacy 

goes beyond key messages and talking points. 
Successful advocacy depends on building the ag 
aviation “story” in a context that is relevant to what 
is important to consumers. 

• Equip session attendees to develop their advocacy 
“story.” 

•  Provide basic tips on media relations and media 
interview techniques. 

CAAA SPOUSE PROGRAM  
Take a few hours off from the hustle and bustle of the 

conference, and enjoy a relaxing afternoon in the Willow 
Stream Spa at Fairmont Banff Springs.  The Willow Stream 
Spa is an oasis unlike any other.  You will enjoy the spa’s 
waterfalls and tranquil mineral pools, while rejuvenating tired 
muscles and clearing away life’s stresses.  The steam rooms, 
saunas and inhalation rooms will be sure to relax. 

The spouse program will cover your entrance fee into 
the spa. If you are interested in booking a service, such as a 
massage, body or facial treatment, the amount of the entrance 
fee will be put towards the service (as entrance is included with 
the treatment).  

Please note, a block of appointments has been reserved 
between 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. on Friday, February 24 and will be 
held until December 23, 2016.  To ensure availability, you must 
make your appointment before this date.  To book a treatment, 
please call 403-760-6336, and be sure to mention you are part 
of the CAAA group. Availability for appointments made after 
this date cannot be guaranteed.

AIRPORT SHUTTLE
• Airport shuttles are available via Banff Airporter 

from the Calgary International Airport to 
Fairmont Banff Springs with regularly 
scheduled service. Reservations are required at 
least 1 hour in advance. 

• Schedules and rates are subject to change 
without notice. 

Please email the Fairmont Banff Springs 
Concierge at BSHConcierge@fairmont.com for 
current schedules and pricing. 

RENTAL CAR
All major car rental agencies are represented at the 
Calgary International Airport, and some are in the 
Banff town site. 
Reservations are required. 
There is a Hertz office located in The Fairmont 
Banff Springs. 

TAXI AND LIMOUSINE
• Contact (403) 762-6895 for Hotel Concierge 

o Alpine Limousine 
o Highland Executive Chauffeur 

• Local taxi service is readily available in the 
town of Banff 
o Banff Taxi 
o Taxi Taxi

*Rates and schedule are subject to change without notice.

BUS SERVICE IN BANFF
• There is a bus service run by the town which 

runs approximately every 40 minutes from the 
Fairmont Banff Springs into Banff. 

•  Fare is $2.00 per person. 
• The bus operates daily from 6:35am until 

11:15pm. See the concierge desk for a town 
bus schedules which are subject to change 
without notice.

**There is a fee to obtain a park pass when entering 
into Banff National Park. For fee information go 
to www.parkscanada.gc.ca **

TRAVELLING TO BANFF
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BANFF SKI RESORT INFORMATION  
Few locales can match the unparalleled Rocky Mountain 

skiing offered by our three extraordinary Banff ski resorts 
in Alberta, Canada. Breathe the crisp Canadian mountain 

air and marvel at some of nature’s most awe-inspiring 
handiwork. Three of the region’s finest mountains are just a 
short drive away from the Fairmont Banff Springs hotel, so 
pick your favorite or ski different terrain every day. With a 
ski season that typically runs from mid-November to mid-
May, the area offers some of the best skiing in Canada - even 
North America! 
Ski the Big 3 - Norquay, Lake Louise, Sunshine Village

OTHER WINTER ACTIVITIES  
Winter in Banff National Park has plenty to offer, 

especially for non-skiers. From outdoor ice rinks to toboggan 
hills; from sleigh rides to ice walks; from luxurious spa 
treatments to curling up with a good book and a great glass 
of wine; there is an activity for everyone!

CAAA Awards Nominations 
Each year the Canadian Aerial Applicators 

Association recognizes the achievements of its members 
and others dedicated to aerial application. The CAAA 
awards highlight the commitment and efforts of those 
who work to advance the industry.  It is up to you to 
nominate these unsung heroes and recognize their 
efforts with these six prestigious awards. 

The deadline for nominations is December 31, 2016. 
The awards will be presented at the CAAA convention 
in February 2017.

THE FOLLOWING SIX NOMINATION 
CATEGORIES ARE:  

1. Award of Excellence
Past Recipients:  2016 Clairon Seib, 2015 Dave 
Davies, 2014 Ken Kane, 2013 Jim Stonehouse, 
2012 Brent Lange,

2. Wings of Agriculture Award*
Past Recipients:  2016 Nicolas Girard, 2015 John 
Bodie, 2014 James Pottage, 2013 Paul Zimmer, 
2012 Nelson Almey

3. The Ace Award
Past Recipients: 2016 George Giesbrecht, 2015 
Tanner Denesowych, 2013 Keith Paetkow, 2012 
Clayton Rempel

4. The Jumpseat Award
Past Recipients: 2016 Farm Credit Canada, 2015 
Kevin Chorney – Bayer CropSciences, 2014 
Battlefords Airpsray, 2013 Univar Canada, 2012 
Bayer Crop Sciences Canada

5. The MVP Award
Past Recipients: 2016 Ken Alarie, 2015 Bonnie 
Brotherston-Bagley, 2014 Ryan Lecoq, 2013 Arlene 
Almey, 2012 George Scott

6. The CAAA Pilot of the Year Award*
Past Recipients: 2016 Curtis Burke, 2015 John 
Dornian, 2014 Gord Boklaschuk, 2013 Jack 
Appleton

Application forms are available on the CAAA website 
www.canadianaerialapplicators.com. Contact the 
CAAA office for any additional information or questions 
you might have regarding the awards.
*Membership must be current by February 28, 2016 to 
be eligible.

Continued from page 11
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Sure, it looks gorgeous. But look under the skins and you’ll find a rugged workhorse 
engineered for pilot safety and crash protection. You’ll find a wing fatigue management 

program backed by nearly two decades and thousands of hours of testing to real-life 
flight conditions. You’ll find a productive and reliable aircraft that is fun to fly and 

supported like no other. It’s everything, inside and out, that makes it an Air Tractor.

It’s all of it. Together. Working for you.

AIR TRACTOR, INC.  •  OLNEY, TEXAS 76374  •  940.564.5616  •  AIRTRACTOR.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.
Rigby, ID 83442

p: 208-745-7654
f: 208-745-6672

e: chipkemper@aol.com

Sales & Parts: 800-736-7654
www.queenbeeair.com
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Helping Canada Grow
CropLife Canada recently commissioned a study by 

RIAS Inc. to help us quantify the benefits pesticides and 
biotech crops deliver to the environment, the economy and 
communities across Canada.

CropLife Canada created a series of videos to showcase 
the benefits of the plant science industry.

Cherilyn Nagel and her family farm canola, durum, 
chickpeas and lentils in Mossbank, Saskatchewan. The 
Nagels grow genetically modified canola on their farm 
because the plants are more resistant to weeds and disease. 
This boosts the amount they can grow on their farm, which 
keeps their farm productive and profitable, allowing their 
family to contribute to the community.

What does it take to feed 35 million canadians and send 
food around the world?

Dedicated farmers: an efficient food production system 
and good science to make our land as productive as 
possible.

You may not think of them as “technologies” in the 
same way as online shopping or the latest app on your 
smartphone. But the pesticides that protect crops and the 
plant biotechnology that creates hardier and healthier 
crops represent leading-edge science that makes our lives 
better. These plant science innovations deliver a full mix of 
economic, environmental and social benefits for all of us in 
Canada. For example:

Economically, $8.3 billion, or 71% of Canada’s trade 
balance in crops, is directly attributable to innovations in 
crop protection products and plant biotechnology.

Environmentally, pesticides and plant biotechnology 
help save more than 35 million acres of natural land and 
protect Canada’s biodiversity.

As a society, Canadian families save an average of 
$4,400 a year on food costs thanks to efficient, high-yield 
farming practices — amounting to about $60 billion in 
savings for the country as a whole.

Benefits to the Environment
How are canada’s farmers producing more food – and 

taking care of the environment?
Science innovations in crop protection products and 

plant biotechnology help farmers use a lot less land to 
grow a lot more food, which preserves biodiversity, tackles 
climate change and conserves natural resources.

Thanks to plant science technologies, Canadian farmers 
get higher yields out of the country’s best farmland. 
That saves 35 million acres of forest, native grass and 
wetlands from being used for agriculture — keeping the 

country green and pristine, and protecting biodiversity by 
safeguarding the habitats of wildlife species.

While it might come as a surprise to some, pesticides 
and biotech crops have a good green story to tell:

Without pesticides and plant biotechnology, Canada 
would need to farm almost 50% more land to grow the 
same amount of food. That’s more than the total area of 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and P.E.I. combined.

Plant science innovations allow farmers to drive over 
their fields fewer times, saving 126 to 194 million litres of 
diesel fuel a year.

Thanks in part to plant science innovations, more 
farmers have been able to adopt conservation tillage. In 
Alberta, for example, less tillage has helped reduce soil 
erosion, improve soil quality and cut water use by 28%.

Benefits to the Economy
Agriculture has always been a big part of canada’s 

economy. What keeps it growing?
Science: innovations in crop protection and plant 

biotechnology make it possible for canadian farmers to 
produce an additional $8.3 Billion worth of crops every 
year.

Technology touches every part of our lives these 
days — from smartphones that keep us connected to 
GPS devices that keep us from getting lost — so it’s no 
surprise Canadian farmers are also taking advantage of 
technological innovations to grow stronger, healthier, more 
abundant crops.

What may be surprising, however, is just how big the 
benefits are:

The plant science industry contributes $9.8 billion to 
Canada’s GDP every year. It has an impact on everything 
from R&D to agricultural production and food processing.

About $8.3 billion, or 71% of Canada’s trade balance in 
crops, is the direct result of innovations in crop protection 
products and plant biotechnology.

The economic activity generated by the plant science 
industry generates 131,000 jobs in Canada — with R&D 
alone producing 4,000 science-based jobs for Canadians.

Benefits to Communities
With costs everywhere climbing, how can we keep food 

affordable?
Farmers rely on plant science innovations to protect 

their crops against devastation from insects, weeds and 
diseases.
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Canadian farmers are some of the world’s most 
progressive and innovative, using the latest tools and 
technologies to grow crops and produce food more 
efficiently and sustainably than ever before.

Today’s farmers sustainably grow more crops per acre 
of land than at any other time in history. For each of us as 
consumers, that means major savings at the grocery store. 
Think about it this way:

As Canadians, we pay some of the lowest food prices in 
the world.

On average, Canadians spend about 10% of household 
income on food — much less than people in other parts of 
the world.

Without the use of pesticides and plant biotechnology, 
we’d pay about 55% more for food — roughly $4,400 more 
per family and $60 billion as a country each year.

For more information, visit  www.helpingcanadagrow.ca

Glyphosate and the Story of 
Misguided Fears About Food

June 6, 2016
People are passionate about food. We love to eat it, talk 

about it and take pictures of it but at the end of the day 
there’s one basic question we all want to know the answer 
to:  is the food we are eating safe?

Unfortunately, in some instances consumers are being 
misled to fear some of the foods they’re eating when there is 
no need for concern. The International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) classified a commonly used herbicide, 
glyphosate, as ‘probably carcinogenic to humans’. This 
classification garnered a great deal of attention from media 
and certain activist groups, and has even led to regulatory 
action in some countries.

But a look beyond the fear-mongering headlines reveals 
that IARC’s hazard-based approach to reviewing chemicals 
runs contrary to the risk-based evaluation done by every 
credible regulatory body in the world. IARC, which is 
not a regulatory body itself, came to a conclusion that 
contradicts that of three other bodies within the World 
Health Organization (WHO) who all agree glyphosate is not 
likely to cause cancer.

The three biggest regulators in the world – the Canadian 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA), the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) – have all thoroughly studied 
glyphosate, including recent re-evaluations, and come to 
the same conclusion: glyphosate will not increase the risk 
of cancer when used as intended.

In response to IARC’s findings, the WHO formed an 
expert taskforce of the Joint Meeting on Pesticides Residues 
to look at why IARC came to a different conclusion than 
the other bodies within the WHO. It just recently concluded 
that the weight of scientific evidence clearly demonstrates 

that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a health risk to humans 
through dietary exposure.

While activists have tried to paint the story of glyphosate 
as a danger to consumers, the reality is this: glyphosate is 
one of the safest and most effective herbicides ever created. 
It has been used and studied for the last 40 years. It is a 
tool that helped revolutionize farming, allowing farmers to 
control weeds more effectively and grow more on existing 
land without having to turn new land into agricultural 
production.

Using fear and misinformation to alarm people about 
glyphosate does a serious disservice to Canadians who are 
unnecessarily calling into question the safety of the food 
they’re eating and being distracted from real issues.

For example, every year more than a million Canadians 
are affected by preventable food-borne illnesses. The 
bacteria, viruses and parasites that pose legitimate health 
concerns for consumers should be the focus of Canadians’ 
attention when it comes to the food they’re eating.

We’re fortunate here in Canada to have rigorous scientific 
decision-making processes for evaluating the food we eat 
and the tools used to produce it. It’s here where we get the 
real answers to whether or not our food is safe. And with 
one of the safest food supplies in the world, we as Canadian 
consumers have something to celebrate.

Ted Menzies,
President and CEO, CropLife Canada
http://www.croplife.ca/agricultural-pesticides-2/

glyphosate-and-the-story-of-misguided-fears-about-food 

Continued from page 14
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Aerial Application Industry Flying High!  
By Tim Kalinowski
Over the past six years there 

has been a definite upswing in 
the aerial application industry. 
There are many reasons for this: 
Generally good crop prices, larger 
farm sizes and increasing efficiency 
in aerial crop-spraying technology; 
all have some role to play in that 
calculation. However, according 
to Shaun Kinniburgh, president of 
the Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association and owner of Kinniburgh 
Spray Service based in Taber, the use 
of crop-spraying comes down to one 
ultimate equation.

“It’s all about return on investment 
for the farmer,” states Kinniburgh. 
“They are looking at their ground 
traffic and asking themselves if the 
loss is going to be greater than the 
cost of airplane. So then they will 
look at the airplane. Another reason 
is if it’s too wet; so conditions. And 
then the last factor is efficiency, 
when they need it done now. And 
that’s something the airplane can 
definitely do: It’s fast and can cover 
a lot of ground during the day.”

Kinniburgh says most of the 
business in his industry comes from 
fungicide and insecticide application.

“We spray them all, insecticides, 
fungicides, herbicides, but the 
majority of our work is in insecticide 
and fungicide,” confirms Kinniburgh. 
“Herbicide work is generally done a 
lot more by the farmers themselves 
at the early stages of crop growth. 
As the crop advances, for farmers 
to try to spray the fungicides or 
insecticides themselves is generally 
going to result in more loss due to 
ground trample. With an airplane, 
we leave no tracks. And also with 
the fungicides, another factor is 
sometimes the farmer might only 
have a three day window to get that 
on; you got these so many thousands 

of acres to do, and you want to get it 
done quickly.”

Kinniburgh is a third generation 
crop duster. His grandfather started 
the family business in 1952.

“I grew up on a farm full of 
airplanes. And I thought every farm 
had airplanes on them growing up,” 
he says with a chuckle. “I just have 
a love for agriculture and aviation. 
There is a sense of freedom being up 
there, and this type of flying is the 
last part of (commercial) aviation 
that’s left where you are actually 
flying the airplane. To do what we do 
you definitely have to know how to 
fly. I kind of believe we are the kind 
of pilots other pilots want to be.”

However, what excites Kinniburgh 
the most is the positive changes he 
has seen in the industry over his 
lifetime.

“We (my family) started off 
on aircraft that were not made 
for spraying, but were converted. 
What we are flying now, the Air 
Tractor 802, was made for this. The 
technology was all homemade back 
then. Now it’s being made by people 
who are experts in this stuff for the 
spraying industry. And the other 
advancements in innovation that 
have come around, GPS, analytical 
data, etc., it’s just night and day 
difference to what it was 20 years 
ago. Everything is now more efficient 
and has brought up productivity huge 
over the last 20 years… It keeps me 
excited about the business even after 
all these years.”

Kinniburgh says safety and pilot 
training have also advanced to the 
point where, matched with the great 
new technology, it’s no longer about 
flying by the seat of your pants. In 
fact, the biggest challenges facing 
aerial applicators are coming from 
forces beyond their control.

“Our biggest challenge right now 
is finding younger pilots interested 
in doing this for a living,” states 
Kinniburgh. “Another thing is things 
are starting to pop up in the air on us 
from the ground. We are starting to 
see a lot more towers, windmills, and 
that sort of thing. With the higher 
powerlines, there are certain fields 
we cannot even apply on anymore 
because of that. And the next thing 
we are really going to see that’s 
going to affect us, because they are 
going to be a safety concern, is the 
drones. They are everywhere, and 
the problem is when you are flying 
you just can’t see them.”

Kinniburgh recalls one recent 
incident which nearly brought his 
father’s plane into extreme danger.

“We had one farmer coming to 
the airport to apologize to my father 
for flying a drone near him, which 
my dad almost hit. Dad didn’t even 
know it was there. Our skies are 
definitely becoming a little more 
crowded every year.”

However, despite these 
challenges, Kinniburgh believes 
there has never been a better time 
to be an aerial applicator; this is 
especially true for those who have a 
love of both farming and flying.

“If there is any young guy or girl 
who has an interest in flying and 
especially if you have an interest 
in agriculture, and you want to 
actually fly airplanes, and not just 
push buttons and drink coffee— then 
this is where you want to be. This 
is the last frontier of aviation where 
you actually get to fly and feel the 
airplane.”
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Welcome to the ‘Off’ Season! 
The flying is done now what?  Most operators will now 

say there is no such thing as the off season.  The ‘non-flying’ 
months are a time for maintenance, continuing education, 
updating manuals and paperwork, paperwork, paperwork.

Both the CAAA and the provincial associations can 
help.  The provincial conferences and the CAAA Annual 
Conference in February are excellent opportunities to obtain 
all your required credits.  They are also great ways to speak 
with your suppliers and network with your colleagues; 
learning any new tricks they may have discovered during 
the season or discuss any missteps that could turn into 
learning opportunities.

Upcoming Conferences and meetings include:
• The Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association – 

October 26-28, 2016 in Saskatoon, SK
• The Prairie Protective Fund Annual General Meeting 

– October 26, 2016 in Saskatoon, SK
• The Manitoba Aerial Applicators Association – 

November 1, 2016 in Portage la Prairie, MB
• The Alberta Aerial Applicators Association – 

November 6-7, 2016 in Red Deer, AB
• The Wild Rose Protective Fund Annual General 

Meeting – November 7, 2016 in Red Deer, AB
• The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association – 

February 23-25, 2017 in Banff, AB
Did you know that the CAAA offers several sample 

manuals in the Members’ Only area of the website?  
The off season is a great time to review all of your 

paperwork and update any manuals.  The CAAA website 
has several sample manuals posted 
including:

• Maintenance Control Manuals
• Operations Manuals
• SMS Manuals and Ground 
Crew Manuals.

Education
The off season is not only a 

great time to educate yourself but 
is an opportunity to education your 
community.  Take the time to meet 
with your town council and educate 
them on the benefits of aerial 
application.  The more they know 
the more likely they are to work 

with you instead of against you with regards to towers and 
airports.

Visit a classroom! Start promoting aerial application 
to students in your community. You never know when 
you will meet a future ag pilot!  The CAAA has created 
an educational video that is available for use through our 
YouTube channel.  If you would like a copy on a USB stick, 
contact the office.

CAAA Paperwork
There are also a couple items the CAAA needs your help 

with over the winter.  
• Take the time to nominate someone for a CAAA 
award.  Our members deserve to be recognized for 
their outstanding contributions. Forms are available 
on the website and also in this issue of New Horizons.

• Complete the CAAA Business Survey. The 
information gathered from this survey is invaluable, 
not only will it benefit your individual company but it 
will also provide the CAAA with statistics to use with 
sponsors and regulators when lobbying for industry 
change or support. All Members who complete the 
survey will receive a compilation of the survey results.

• Renew your Membership!  Membership Renewals 
open December 1st.  Your association is only as strong 
as it Members.  Make sure your voice is heard.

The CAAA office is here for you.  If you have any 
questions or requests, contact us at 780-413-0078 or by 
email at info@canadianaerialapplicators.com.

We’re There to Keep You in the Air 
How can we help you?  

 Ag Maintenance Specialists 
 GPS Support 
 Parts in Canada 
 Aircraft Sales & Imports 

www.yorktonaircraft.com 

 
   Join us on  

 
Visit our website often for 
TIPS on Maintenance and 

GPS operations 
 

Added to our website is  
AIRCRAFT FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 

continuing the 27 year commitment 1.800.776.4656 
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CAE to Create Wildfire Training and 
Simulation Centre in B.C.

Posted on September 16, 2016 by Ben Forrest
CAE announced plans in February to create a wildfire 

training and simulation centre in British Columbia, long 
before the disastrous fires in Fort McMurray, AB.

But the lessons of Fort McMurray will help guide the 
company as it works toward opening the centre in 2018 
with Abbotsford, BC-based Conair Aerial Firefighting as its 
anchor customer.

“The experiences in Fort McMurray and other locations 
are definitely demonstrating that this team environment is 
complex,” said Mike Greenley, vice-president and general 
manager of CAE Canada. “It’s increasingly complex. Fires 
are getting bigger and the number of assets coming in on them 
is increasing. You’ve got a combination of helicopters, the 
waterbombers that are dropping down into lakes, scooping 
up water and dropping it on the fire. And then these long-
range chemical bombers, all working in the same airspace 
under coordination of the air attack officers.”

“Aerial firefighting is similar to a tactical military 
operation, so there is an opportunity for the training 
environment to reflect that and to be able to train teams,” 
continued Greenley.

CAE has signed a contract with Conair for the centre, 
which will be located in Abbotsford and feature a CAE-built 
Avro RJ85 full-flight simulator qualified to Level D, the 
highest qualification for flight simulators.

The drive to create the centre is prompted in part by a 
market created with the conversion of RJ85 regional airliners 
into aerial firefighting assets. Other operators are using the 
aircraft primarily in Canada’s North, where it’s possible to 
complete short takeoffs and landings on gravel runways, said 
Greenley.

“In Canada, there’s a decent cluster of these aircraft now 
being used,” he added. “There’s going to be at least three 
operators picking up RJ85s out of the global market, and then 
the biggest operator is Conair, converting them into aerial 
firefighting assets in both Canada and the United States.”

The training centre will be suitable for giving pilots their 
certifications and re-certifications to fly the RJ85, but CAE 
will add enhancements to the simulation environment for 
firefighters.

“They have very good visuals, very good, realistic 
firefighting scenes and a good modelling of the chemical 
release into those fires, so that we can do mission-specific 
training for the firefighter customers,” said Greenley.

CAE expects the centre to be part of a distributed 
simulation network that connects wildfire training and 
coordination centres throughout Canada.

“We would have additional simulators for other aircraft 
types that could go into Abbotsford,” he continued. “In 
addition, some of the provinces have their own simulators. 
So we would look at the potential of connecting provincial 
simulators in other provinces into our network to work on 
team training.”

Ultimately, Greenley expects the new centre in BC to 
increase crew availability and reduce costs for operators, 
while providing safer training. 

 “You just use a simulator today to get your type 
certificate as a pilot or a co-pilot of the aircraft, and then 
you do everything else in a live aircraft,” he said. “Now, 
we’ll be able to introduce simulation to learn the trade of 
aerial firefighting. So that’s going to decrease the cost to the 
operator and increase the training opportunities for the crew.

“We’re going to be able to have a safe environment to 
put them in stressful aerial firefighting scenarios, which will 
hopefully further increase their already high skill levels in a 
very safe and cost-effective manner.”

Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Annual 
Conference and Tradeshow

2016 Wings of Saskatchewan Conference and 
Tradeshow October 26-28, 2016 Saskatoon Inn, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

Manitoba Aerial Appplicators Association 
Fall Meeting

Manitoba Aerial Applicators Association 
(MAAA) Fall Meeting November 1, 2016, Portage 
la Prairie, MB 

Alberta Aerial Applicators Annual 
Conference and Tradeshow

Alberta Aerial Applicators Association (AAAA) 
Annual Conference and Tradeshow November 6-7 
2016 at the Black Knight Inn, Red Deer Alberta.

National Agricultural Aviation Association 
(NAAA) Conference and Tradeshow

National Agricultural Aviation Association 
(NAAA) Conference and Tradeshow December 5-8, 
2016 Long Beach, California.
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Thank you to our Sponsors
Diamond

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.

Platinum
Bayer CropScience Canada Inc. (InterAg) 

Gold
Air Tractor, Inc.

Covington Aircraft

Silver
BASF Canada

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.
PolyWest

Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.
Thrush Aircraft

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

Bronze
4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AgJunction - Satloc 

Division
AgResource
AG-Nav Inc.

AgriSmart Information Systems
AgSync

Air1 Insurance Services Ltd.
Alberta Aerial Applicators 

APS Brakes
Arysta LifeScience Canada

ASI Jet Ag Division
Avjet

B.L. Aviation
Battlefords Airspray

CAIR
Canadian Aerial Applicators 

Association
Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller Ltd.

CleanFARMS
Conair Group Inc.

DynaNav Systems, Inc.
E.I. du Pont Canada Company

Executive Flight Centre
Farm Credit Canada

Forest Protection Limited
GE Aviation

Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.
Grondair

Hope Aero Propeller & 
Components

Jim Jeffries Aviation
Lane Aviation, Inc.
ManageWise, Inc.

Manitoba Aerial Applicators 
Association

Monsanto Canada, Inc.

Nufarm Agriculture Inc.
Oldfield Kirby Esau Inc.
Omex Agriculture Inc.

PetroValue Canada
Portage Aircraft Maintenance Ltd.
PropWorks Propeller Systems Inc.

Provincial Airways
Saskatchewan Aerial 

Applicators Association
Simplex Aerospace
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Syngenta Canada Inc.
TracMap Aviation Ltd.

Transland
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

United Agri Products Canada Inc.
Univar Canada Ltd.

UTP - Universal Turbine Product
Valent BioSciences Canada, Ltd.

Vector Aerospace
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  RTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 

CLASSIFIEDS

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: info@

canadianaerialapplicators.com
Home Page: 

www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 
Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076

AT-301 • FOR SALE • 6140 TTAF R-1340-AN-1 952 SMOH Hamilton 12D40 1178 SPOH, Satloc 
M3/flow control, Smoker, Garmin SL40, VG’s, coolseat, CP’3, 126 gals fuel, new booms 2015, 
Annual due May 2017, Yorkton Aircraft Service since 2007. • Contact Roland G. Jenson, Owner - 
located Outlook, SK Canada • Telephone: 306 867 7725

CAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA 

has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially talk with applicators throughout the year. Below is a list of 
applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any 
new applicator on a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone of them if you have questions or need advice during the season.

Jon Bagley Operator Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Operator Bus: 204-736-2467 Cell: 204-771-3477

Allan Denesowych Maintenance Engineer Bus: 306-786-7007 Cell: 306-621-5137

Fran de Kock Operator/Training Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Pilot Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Clarion Seib Pilot Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Operator/Farmer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109




