
NEW HORIZONS

Could it be that the next great idea is out there but the 
individual is afraid to bring it forward because of regulation or 
maybe ridicule from his peers. With regulation there is usually a 
way to make it work. You just have to understand the regulation 
and work within its boundaries all-be-it sometimes the regulation 
has a boundary that is too thick. 

Ridicule however, is the tough one. How often have you heard 
“This is how we have always done it”.  It is phrases like that 
which cause innovation to stop. If innovation stops so does the 
progression of our industry.  Don’t let fear stop innovation. No 
great idea happened from doing things the way they’ve always 
been done!  

We all have to remember with innovation you will see failure 
at times and that is okay. I once heard a quote from a man named 
Elton Musk who said “Failure is an option here. If things are not 
failing, you are not innovating enough”. Now how true is that? 
But once you have failed, tweaked and perfected your process or 
product you then have what could be a great successful tool for 
the industry. 

So please encourage innovation and people who have ideas. 
You may end up having to buy that product later on to stay ahead 
of the competition.  

Without change there is no innovation, creativity or incentive 
for improvement.  Those who initiate change will have a better 
opportunity to manage the change that is inevitable. 

– William G. Pollard

Cheers Shaun Kinniburgh
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Well everyone I hope all is well and everyone is ready. I sit 
in front of the computer and think of what to write about. I can 
write about all the things the CAAA is doing for the industry but it 
would be too long. So, instead I decided to write about something 
I love as much as aviation. Innovation….. The term innovation 
can be defined as something original and more effective and, as a 
consequence, new, that “breaks into” the market or society.

Innovation is a new idea, more effective device or process. 
Innovation can be viewed as the application of better solutions 
that meet new requirements, or existing market needs. This 
is accomplished through more effective products, processes, 
services, technologies or ideas that are readily available to 
markets, governments and society.  The innovation of new ideas 
and technologies is what has driven our Aerial Application 
industry to the level of professionalism and reliability it is today. 
That all being said it seems like maybe we have hit a brick wall as 
of late with any new breakthroughs. 

Is this due to reasons out of our control? Is it things such as 
regulation, the status quo, or simply people are afraid to bring that 
idea they have in their mind to the people that could make it real. 
These are maybe some reasons we are at a standstill or possibly 
they are irrelevant. However, I believe we need to work together 
as a collective Association and bring new innovative ideas to the 
forefront of our business and tackle the issues that are stopping it.

Innovation through technology could very well be the easiest 
way to move our industry forward. But how? When you come to 
the market with a new idea, be it great or not, how do you make it 
work in the aviation world? With today’s regulations alone where 
would you start? When we talk about what holds innovation back, 
it is things like regulation and complacency. As we all know here 
we can find a lot of regulation in aviation to hold you back. 
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PROVINCIal REPORtS
alBERta
Pat Stinnissen

It is the beginning of June and still no 
moisture in the southern Alberta area.  
Basically these are normal conditions for 
this area up to this point.  We’ve been 
spoiled the past few years with the excess 
amounts of rain.  June is usually our wet 
month that we look forward to every year, 
but predictions are not looking good for 
any rain this time.  Looking at the long 
range forecast, they’re predicting a hot dry 
summer.  Most growers have completed 
their seeding by the end of April but the 
crops have been slow in coming up due to 
the dry and very cool conditions.

There is a case happening in Northern 
Alberta where the Alberta Government has 
laid numerous charges against a company 
and its owner.  One of the charges is 
knowingly applying a pesticide without 
a service registration.  We all concentrate 
on collecting credits towards renewing our 
applicators license but how often do we 
think of when our service license come 
due? 

 I hope the season is going well for all 
and we’ll start to get prepared for another 
round of conventions this fall and winter.

 

SaSKatCHEWaN
James Pottage

After several really wet years in most 
areas of Saskatchewan, the taps turned 
off.  At spring thaw we saw the very 
saturated land claim most of the secondary 
highways, and we were driving around the 
province at 15 kph.  But since then it’s 
been quite a dry spring.  The conditions 
were favourable for seeding and lots 
of soggy land had the much needed 
opportunity to dry out.  However much 
of the province didn’t really see any rain 
for weeks after seeding.  It’s been a bit of 
challenge for growers this spring with the 
addition of a late frost, and a good number 

of re-seeded acres.  However, there is 
optimism.  We just came through a week 
of some good showery weather and much 
needed moisture.

I feel as though the prognosis for the 
air spray business is good.   It certainly 
seems as though farmers are more often 
including aerial application into their 
program.  Also it seems there are more 
Ag operations adding their own aircraft 
to their inventory.  So I would like to take 
this opportunity to stress the importance 
of training and mentorship.  More recently 
than ever, I’ve talked to aspiring Ag 
pilots who want into the business and 
want to know if the training really is a 
good investment.  Obviously I feel it is, 
and I also think it’s important to take any 
opportunity available to learn from other 
operators.  There’s a wealth of knowledge 
and expertise around, and new operators 
and junior Ag pilots can learn expensive 
lessons in advance.  It’s also important 
to consider industry wide perception 
and respect the hard work done by our 
associations and its members to portray 
a positive professional industry.  This is 
an immensely dynamic business and its 
risks need to be carefully mitigated to 
appreciate the rewards.

Seasonal staff positions have been 
filled, equipment has been maintained, 
fuel tanks are full, insurance is paid for, 
training’s complete, let’s go to work.  
Everybody fly safe!

MaNItOBa
Mike alarie

The term “organic” can mean many 
things to consumers. Studies have shown 
that this simple word can lead people to 
believe the food is healthier -- at times 
referred to as the “health halo effect.” A 
study by Cornell University’s Food and 
Brand Lab revealed that an “organic” 
label can influence perceptions of taste, 
calories and value of the product (Lee, 

Shimizu, Kniffin and Wansink).

One hundred and fifteen people were 
recruited from a local shopping mall in 
Ithaca, New York to participate in this 
study. Participants were asked to evaluate 
three pairs of products -- two yogurts, two 
cookies and two potato chip portions. One 
item from each food pair was labeled 
“organic” while the other was labeled 
“regular.” The trick to this study was: 
all of the product pairs were organic 
and identical. Participants were asked 
to rate the taste, calorie content and how 
much they would be willing to pay for 
these items.

Even though these foods were all 
the same, the “organic” label greatly 
influenced people’s perceptions. The 
participants estimated cookies and yogurt 
to have significantly fewer calories when 
labeled “organic” and were willing to pay 
up to 24% more for them. The “organic” 
cookies and yogurt were said to taste 
‘lower in fat’ than the regular variety 
and the “organic” cookies and chips were 
thought to be more nutritious. The label 
even tricked people’s taste buds -- chips 
seemed more appetizing and yogurt was 
judged to be more flavourful. These 
foods were exactly the same -- the only 
difference was a simple organic label. 
Imagine participants deflated convictions 
once they’ve learned they were so easily 
duped! After all, these were simply 
cookies, yogurt and chips.

Individuals who choose to eat organic 
are simply making a lifestyle choice. 
Nothing more...nothing less. “Organic 
only” proponents who claim the moral 
high ground because only they support 
local growers are misleading at best. The 
organic industry continues to link eating 
organic with the term locally grown. 
This industry has been so effective in 
creating this illusion; the two terms are 
synonymous within the minds of most 
consumers. I am just a tad bit confused 
why all produce in the “organic” section 
of every supermarket in Manitoba (likely 
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Canada), nine months out of the year, is 
labelled “Product of Mexico.” I never 
realized the United States has become 
so geographically small that we can now 
refer to Mexico as local. The world must 
simply be a smaller place. 

The aerial application industry plays 
an important role in food production. As 
we embark on another busy fungicide/
insecticide season, remember the 
significance of your work -- helping 
your local and Canadian farmers 
feed a growing world population. 
Your noble efforts are key to securing 
food availability and affordability for 
consumers. I wish you all a profitable 
season! Spray hard....and spray safe!

And could someone please....pass me 
the twelve grains and a tub of margarine!

ECC
Paul Zimmer

As we near summer the crops in 
Ontario look quite good and given 
the amount of rain we have had it is 
no surprise.  The spring was off to a 
slow start as winter wouldn’t let go but 
conditions improved allowing earlier 
planting than in 2014 and lots of rain now 
is  allowing the crops to excel.  We did 
get some late spring frosts that resulted in 
some replanting and damaged flowering 
in orchards and fruit crops.

Over the last couple of weeks we 
have been busy putting fungicides on 
winter wheat and helping out where we 
can for those growers that can’t get into 
their soggy fields.  What we cannot do 
is put roundup on corn to control the 
weeds.  Not something we normally do 
but some growers have been rained on 
repeatedly preventing them from getting 
their herbicide program completed and 
have been calling.  We are in Ontario and 
big brother says that’s a No No!

In our company this year we have had 
to hire extra staff to process MOECC 
pesticide permit applications for the use 
of Priaxor and Coragen which is now 
being widely used on corn crops. Ground 
rig operators can continue to operate 
without restriction.  In some instances it 

can take longer to assemble the Google 
Earth kmz files with buffers and labels, 
cover letters, and means of how we are 
going to protect sensitive areas, human 
and terrestrial habitats, than it will take 
to spray the field.  I am not alone in my 
feeling that this Liberal government has 
abandoned the agricultural community 
and instead sets policies dictated to 
the government by environmental and 
special interest groups.  Farm papers fill 
the debate over the removal of Neonic 
treated seeds in Ontario that were a result 
of knee jerk reactions by a government 
that ignores science and cowers to the 
vocal minority.  If Neonics are a problem 
why has the PMRA not taken action? 
Why is Ontario the only province in 
Canada banning them?  I guess we have 
all the bees!!

Recen t  reve la t ions  by  WHO 
suggesting glyphosate is a “probable 
cause” of cancer based on an exposure 
study has added fuel to the fire for 
environmental groups that would love to 
ban the use of these herbicides, and for 
that matter all pesticides in agriculture 
and forestry.  If nothing else it will 
be harder to go about our day to day 
operations without being abused by 
someone who believes they have the 
moral authority on their side.  How could 
we continue to spray pesticides that are 
known to be carcinogenic?  Little weight 
will be given to Health Canada and EPA 
claims that the products are safe because 
Big Business obviously has government 
regulators in their pockets. 

The budworm control program in 
Quebec and New Brunswick appears 
to finally be under way.  Seems quite 
late this year but again given the long 
late end to winter in Eastern Canada 
it is not unexpected.  It was definitely 
a sharp contrast from the weather 
in British Columbia where we were 
completing our 3rd application of a 
Gypsy Moth eradication program in mid-
May.  Hopefully the Western Operators 
will be able to get back to their Provinces 
in time to service their established 
customers given the earlier start in the 
West and later start in the East.

With the season just under way there 
will be lots of temptation to push the 
limits to get the job done and keep 
our customers happy.  I think we are 
hard wired to do so.  Just keep in mind 
Transport Canada, our governing body 
wants to reduce your daily flight window 
and flight duty times because we are 
working fatigued and are not as safe 
as we could be.  As an association the 
CAAA disagrees as the evidence does 
not support the conclusion.  Fly Safe 
in 2015 so we can continue to show 
evidence that our industry is unique, but 
safe, and does not need Airline driven 
Regulation to remain so.

                            

FLY SAFE EVERYONE!

Connect available pilots with 
employment opportunities and 
operators with pilots through 

the CAAA Website and the New 
Horizons Newsletter

 CCAA Online Training

The Canadian Aerial 
Applicators Association has 
partnered with the Canadian 

Council for Aviation & 
Aerospace (CCAA) to offer 

training and skills development 
opportunities to CAAA 

membership. 

  A brief synopsis of some of 
the training available is listed on 
the  CAAA Training web page. 
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NaSa to Develop Coating to Repel 
Insects on leading Edge of Wings 

republished from AgAir Update

Could this technology benefit ag aviation?

In a set of flight tests near Shreveport, Louisiana, NASA will assess how well five different coatings repel insect residue 
in an experiment called Insect Accretion and Mitigation. Bug remains may be a nuisance on cars, but on some airplane 
designs they are also a drag, quite literally. 

Studies have shown that keeping the flow smooth, called laminar, over a wing can reduce fuel consumption as much as 
six percent. Even something as small as a bug on a leading edge can cause turbulent wedges that interrupt laminar flow.  
That results in an increase in drag and fuel consumption.

Engineers at NASA’s Langley Research Center in Hampton, Virginia, developed and tested a number of non-stick 
coatings in a small wind tunnel and on the wing of a NASA Langley jet. They selected the best candidates to test on the right 
wing of the ecoDemonstrator, while a NASA, Boeing, Department of Transportation (Volpe), and University of California-
Davis team looked for the best bug-infested area in which to flight test the surfaces. After narrowing the list of 90 airports 
to six, Shreveport was chosen based on runway length, temperature, humidity, weather, the ability to handle a 757 aircraft 
and thunderstorm frequency.

During 15 planned flights researchers will install sections of coatings onto the leading edge slats of the ecoDemonstrator 
757. First they will establish a baseline using uncoated surfaces, to capture insect accumulation rates. Then they will remove 
those sections and install samples of the five treated panels. One of the things engineers want to test is how durable the 
coatings are. Treated surfaces will only be effective as drag reducers if they can withstand the harsh flying environment.

CaP Clinics 
By Clayton rempel

Clinics for 2015 are once again complete. Probably the smoothest and quickest I have been a part of yet. There were 
small delays due to weather towards the end of the trip. But unfortunately for all of us, the weather is out of our hands. But 
if someone happens to find that weather dial around I think we should put it up for auction at the fundraiser this year. Would 
likely be the biggest fundraiser ever!

For the clinics going so smoothly I am most thankful to Tamara in the CAAA administration for planning it out for us and 
doing the scheduling and for Sean Webb helping make things go smoothly on the road. Truly could not have done it without 
the help this year. As a group we should be pressuring Sean Webb to continue helping with the clinics again for next year. 
Contact me for his phone number to submit your bribes.

We stopped at 14 locations this year and completed 38 aircraft. There are still a couple to clean up before the season really 
gets going as soon as I find a window of time to do so. 

A friendly reminder to all to try and plan ahead of time as much as possible for registering the number of aircrafts you 
have to calibrate as it is much easier for Tamara to plan. But keep in mind I will do my best and go out of my way to come to 
where you are if necessary to make sure you are set for the season.  Anytime an operator wants to experiment with different 
setups on their aircraft, or different scenarios don’t hesitate to ask. I am more than willing to help you out any way that I can. 
The clinics may not be everyone’s favorite time of year, and many of you have been spraying longer than I have been alive. 
But look at it as an opportunity to see what your aircraft will do under different settings and learn from the results, and you 
can make a more informed decision in season under changing weather conditions. It’s an educational opportunity for all. 

For example: I have always strongly assumed that a cross wind ALWAYS helps a pattern spread out better. This year at a 
couple different locations, I was testing in a cross wind configuration. The wind and conditions that day caused the pattern 
to actually “sit down” faster than many of the “into wind” tests that were completed. So much so that the 502 being tested 
was actually 20% less swath than expected. This was true for 3 successive passes, 10-12 foot boom height and 145 mph.  It’s 
made me reconsider the swath width I run for 3 gallon fungicide application. Already running an average swath of 68-72 feet 
maximum. I will likely be running 66-68 feet on 3 gallon fungicide out of a 502. This may not be under all conditions, but 
just a reminder to all that whether we are talking water rate, swath width, or product being applied, what works for one day, 
may not be ideal for the next. Conditions are ever changing.  Adjust accordingly.

I wish you all to have a safe, and productive season! See you all at the convention!



CAAA New HorizoNs JULY 2015 5

Be Good Stewards at airports 
The CAAA receives calls from operators about public airports that wish to prohibit or restrict ag operations from their 

airport. Airports cite concerns such as liability, co-mingling application aircraft with local traffic, traffic pattern use, “hot 
loading” and vehicles on ramp areas. In some cases, operators have left a mess of chemical spills, empty containers, and 
damage to ramps and grass by vehicular traffic as well as blocking hangar access and hindering local operations. 

Individual pilot’s actions do reflect on the entire industry. Around public airports remember - “Upon the Performance 
of Each Rests the Fate of All.”  Practice good stewardship and consider these suggestions: ask permission – don’t 
interfere with other operations – keep the area clean – abide by the airport’s operating policies – address potential liability 
issues – whenever possible, announce your location and intentions on the radio.

Monsanto and Syngenta Examining 
a takeover

Agricultural companies Monsanto and Syngenta are 
working with investment banks on a takeover deal that 
would create an industry behemoth with combined sales of 
more than $31 billion.

Swiss crop chemicals maker Syngenta is working with 
Goldman Sachs to assess the merits of a sale to the world’s 
largest seeds company Monsanto, which is being advised by 
Morgan Stanley, the sources said. Rumours of talks between 
the two companies gained momentum at the end of April, 
sending shares in Syngenta to a record high of 351 Swiss 
francs on May 4 before easing amid a broad decline in equity 
markets.

Spokespeople at Monsanto, Syngenta, Goldman Sachs 
and Morgan Stanley declined to comment.

U.S. company Monsanto, which initially approached 
Syngenta last year, has long been interested in its Swiss rival 
and the potential to base itself in Switzerland and benefit 
from lower taxes, one of the sources said.

Following attempts by the U.S. Treasury to clamp down 
on such moves, known as tax inversion, Monsanto may have 
to buy Syngenta in a cash rather than stock transaction and 
would be unable to redomicile in Switzerland, an industry 
source said.

The St Louis-based group, however, might struggle to 
finance such a deal, which could cost up to $40 billion, and 
may need to find a partner to take on Syngenta’s U.S. seeds 
business before launching a takeover bid, another person 
familiar with industry said.

Monsanto foresees strong benefits from a takeover of 
Syngenta, which makes heavy research and development 
(R&D) investments in crop technology to increase the 
average productivity of crops such as corn, soybeans, sugar 
cane and cereals.

Monsanto, meanwhile, is focused on conventional and 
biotech seeds and last year raised its R&D spending to $1.7 
billion from $1.5 billion in 2013.

“There is a clear strategic logic to a deal,” one of the 
industry sources said. “Syngenta is the only available target 
in crop protection. It’s no wonder Monsanto continues to 
circle the company.” 

A successful attempt by Monsanto Co. to buy Syngenta 
AG and form an agrochemical powerhouse would prompt 
major rivals to also reconsider strategy and review cross-
licensing deals, said the head of Bayer AG’s CropScience 
unit.“It would definitely force a review of how everybody is 
going to react,” Liam Condon said in a phone interview from 
the division’s headquarters in Monheim, Germany. “There’s 
only six research and development based players in this 
industry so if the two biggest were to go together, inevitably 
it would force others to review their strategies.”

After its first $45 billion bid for Syngenta was rejected, 
Monsanto is lobbying the Swiss company’s shareholders 
to put pressure on management to start talks. Bayer, in the 
process of selling its diabetes-device unit and listing its 
plastics business, generally likes to play an active role in 
consolidation rather than just be a bystander, Condon said, 
while declining to comment on what the company would do 
in the case of a combination of the two rivals.

Bayer would be a candidate to buy Syngenta’s seed 
business, which Monsanto would need to sell for antitrust 
reasons, chemical analysts at Bernstein and Credit Suisse 
have said. Monsanto already pitched the idea to Bayer last 
year, people familiar with the matter have said. Bayer has 
a “clear” view on how to respond in the event Monsanto 
proceeds with its takeover plan, Condon said.

The top six companies have about 70 percent of the $64 
billion global crop protection chemicals market, according 

                               Continued on page 6
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to Jeremy Redenius, an analyst at Bernstein. Calls by activist 
investors for divestments at U.S. rivals Dow Chemical Co. 
and DuPont Co. could bring more assets onto the market.

With sales of $10.4 billion at the CropScience division, 
Bayer is the second-biggest maker of crop protection 
chemicals behind Syngenta, which has $11.4 billion, 
Redenius said in a note to investors. BASF SE, Dow, 
Monsanto and DuPont follow with smaller operations.

To gain regulatory approval, Monsanto is willing to divest 
overlapping herbicides as well as the seeds and traits unit 
that analysts estimate has a value of 8 billion to 10 billion 
euros.

Combining Monsanto and Syngenta would also mean 
unravelling an intricate web of agreements spanning 
research, licensing and production.

“There’s an awful lot of cross-licensing,” Condon said. 
“So companies would need to review what that means for 
the interdependencies as well.”

Most of the six biggest suppliers have licensing 
agreements with each other, and sometimes legal disputes 
arise over use of technology. DuPont and Monsanto reached 
a technology licensing agreement on soybeans two years 
ago to end a legal battle. BASF works with Monsanto on 
herbicides for soybeans, cotton, corn and canola crops and 
jointly they developed higher-yield, drought-tolerant corn 
seeds for the U.S. market. Bayer has licensing agreements 
with each of its peers in seeds technology.

A deal would come as prospects for genetically modified 
(GM) crops are improving in the European Union after 

a change in its legislation unlocked a stalled approval 
process. Monsanto owns the only GM product approved for 
cultivation in the EU, a modified maize.

Despite the two companies’ cultural affinity, a merger 
may be challenged by antitrust regulators, primarily in North 
America, where the two groups are already seen as market 
leaders in the seeds industry.

Syngenta would need to go through a portfolio clean-up 
and carve out its U.S. corn and soybean businesses, said a 
banker close to other potential bidders weighing their options, 
hoping to derail a deal that would reshape the industry.

German chemicals company BASF and U.S. 
petrochemicals group Dow Chemical could be among 
possible bidders for all or parts of Syngenta, one of the 
sources said.

He mentioned Chinese state-owned firm, China National 
Chemical Corp (ChemChina), as another possible buyer with 
strong appetite to bulk up its European presence, though 
Syngenta may be reluctant to cede control to an Asian rival.

Syngenta has not been open for any deal, another source 
said. “They are a proud Swiss company. They see themselves 
as market leader and wouldn’t agree to anything without a 
fight.”

Spokesmen at BASF and Dow Chemical declined to 
comment, while representatives of ChemChina were not 
immediately available for comment.

Syngenta, which was formed in 2000 by the merger of 
Novartis Agribusiness and Zeneca Agrochemicals, also 
competes with Bayer CropScience and DuPont Pioneer.

Continued from page 5
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BeeConnected app Coming to 
Canada

Bees and pesticides are integral 
and complementary components of 
sustainable agriculture. Bees pollinate 
many important crops while pesticides 
protect those crops from pest damage 
and help protect against disease in 
hives. The plant science industry is 
committed to ensuring that both bees 
and agriculture can co-exist and thrive 
and we know this is of the upmost 
importance.

CropLife Canada has heard from a 
number of farmers and farm groups, 
aerial applicators, beekeepers, and 
provincial governments across Canada 
that better communication between all 
parties would be helpful and could go 
a long way to keep Canada’s honey 
bees healthy. 

To that end, CropLife Canada 
has partnered with the Canadian 
Honey Council to bring an app called 
BeeConnected to Canada for the 2015 
season. 

The app was developed by CropLife 
Australia and the Australian Honey 
Bee Industry Council to allow farmers, 
beekeepers, and pesticide applicators 
to collaborate, anonymously, to 
facilitate best practices to protect 
pollinators. The app is available for 
iPhone and Android devices as well as 
a web platform, at no cost. 

Users download the free app, and 
register as a beekeeper, farmer or 
pesticide applicator. The application 
allows users to indicate planned 
agricultural activities or to specify 

bee hive locations. All registered 
information is only disseminated 
to relevant users in their area. The 
application enables instant messaging 
between registered users, while 
maintaining their privacy, to improve 
overall communication and allow the 
exchange of important information.  
The app can be found at http://www.
croplife.org.au/industry-stewardship/
ppi/beeconnected/.

ag Plane unwittingly Prompts 
Nervous Calls to 911 

republished from NAAA eNewsletter, May 2, 2015

Several anxious residents in Collin 
County, Texas, outside of Dallas-Fort 
Worth, called 911 on Wednesday to 
report that a plane was flying very 
… low. After confirming to the 911 
dispatcher that the plane was yellow, the 
dispatcher explained that the aircraft 
was a crop duster and there was nothing 
to worry about. While the Ag pilot was 
merely doing his job, the commotion 
did not go unnoticed. KXAS-TV, 
the local NBC Dallas-Fort Worth 
station, interviewed NAAA operator 
member Ken Lauderdale, whose plane 

prompted the flurry of calls to 911 and 
the KXAS news desk. Far from being 
defensive, Lauderdale empathized 
with the confused callers, and used the 
media opportunity to educate KXAS’s 
viewers about the job of an agricultural 
pilot. Ultimately, this episode was 
much ado about nothing, but there are 
some lessons we can take away from 
the misunderstanding. First, Ag pilots 
should do everything possible to fly 
“neighborly.” To minimize complaints, 
do not fly directly at a house, try not 
to turn over houses, ferry at or above 

500 feet, and maintain legal altitude 
over subdivisions and other congested 
areas. 

Most residents aren’t out to get 
aerial applicators, they simply lack 
awareness. Being visible in the 
community can change that. Sponsor 
a little league team. Invite a group of 
schoolchildren to tour your hangar. 
Join a civic organization. The more 
you can put a face on your business, 
the better off you’ll be.

10 Naturally Energizing Foods That Fight Fatigue

Chia Seeds, Melons, Milk, Oatmeal, Beans, Nuts, Crimini Mushrooms, Sweet Potatoes, Eggs and Tea 
(Black or Green) are all natural energy sources.  

Make sure your meals and snacks include these foods to help fight fatigue naturally. 

EDUCATE YOUR 
CHILDREN

Visit a classroom to teach 
youth about the Ag industry.
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amazon testing Drones at           
top-Secret Site in B.C.

reprinted from edmonton Journal, March 31, 2015

 Spurned by U.S. regulators, Amazon.com has turned to the 
one country where flying delivery robots are still welcome: 
Canada.

On Monday, the U.K.’s Guardian newspaper revealed that 
the online retail giant is testing its latest prototypes for package-
carrying drones at a top-secret site in British Columbia.

“We are rapidly experimenting and iterating on Amazon 
Prime Air … including outdoors at a rural test site in Canada,” 
wrote Amazon spokesperson Kristen Kish in an email to the 
National Post.

First announced in 2013, Prime Air is a proposed arm of 
Amazon.com that would use autonomous drones travelling as 
fast as 80 km/h to rush packages to urban locations around the 
world.

“One day, seeing Amazon Prime Air will be as normal as 
seeing mail trucks on the road today,” wrote the company in a 
petition to U.S. regulators.

Located a mere 600 meters from the U.S. border, the 
Canadian testing grounds fulfill a lingering threat by Amazon 
to take their drone research abroad unless U.S. regulators could 
speed up their glacial approval process for unmanned aircraft

Earlier this month, the Federal Aviation Administration 
cleared one of Amazons’ drones for testing, only to be informed 
that the six-month approval process had taken so long that the 
vehicle was already obsolete.

“We’ve moved on to more advanced designs that we 
already are testing abroad,” wrote Paul Misener, Amazon’s 
vice president for Global Public Policy, in a biting submission 
to the U.S. Senate last week.

Guarded by a small contingent of plainclothes security 
guards, the Canadian testing site is being used to test 
autonomous drones capable of carrying a five-pound package 
as far as 14 kilometres — roughly the distance from Downtown 
Toronto to York University.

Said Ms. Kish, the technology will one day be used “to 
deliver packages to customers in 30 minutes or less.”

Although Transport Canada requires that the test drones 
remain less than 90 meters from the ground and within sight of 
their operators, Canada’s open-armed policy for flying robots 
meant that the Amazon team was able to get a green light for 
the tests in only a matter of weeks.

“In Vancouver, it can take only three weeks to get approval,” 
said Ophir Kendler with Aerial X, a Vancouver-based drone 
contractor.

South of the border, meanwhile, it will be another two years 
until comprehensive U.S. drone legislation takes effect.

While Amazon’s drones have also been allowed to take to 
the air in the U.K. and Israel, on U.S. soil they remain restricted 
to indoor testing at a Seattle-area facility.

“Of course, Amazon would prefer to keep the focus, jobs 
and investment of this important research and development 
initiative in the United States,” hinted the online retailer in a 
summer letter to the Federal Aviation Administration.

Amazon’s drone development is being overseen by a crack 
team of roboticists, aerospace engineers and NASA alumni. 
After being shuttled to the B.C. site from their homes in 
Seattle, the team is overseeing trials to gauge the ability of 
Amazon drones to steer clear of unexpected obstacles and 
function safely in the event that their remote connection is lost. 
The Guardian reported witnessing the test of a “hybrid drone 
that can take off and land vertically.”

Amazon’s secret Canadian drone trials are only the latest 
evidence of a strict regulatory regime that is inadvertently 
putting Canada “well ahead of the US with regards to 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles,” said Andrew Chapman with 
Vancouver’s Skymount Unmanned Systems, writing in an 
email to the National Post.

Earlier this month, Popular Science reported that Canada 
had issued 1,672 commercial drone licenses in 2014 and 945 
in 2013. The FAA, by contrast, had less than 50 total.

The Aviation Innovation Specialists

www.TurbineConversions.com
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Frost takes Big toll on Canada’s 
Canola acreage 

republished from the edmonton Journal, Friday June 5, 2015

Widespread frost and freezing temperatures last month 
killed canola crops in Canada, the world’s top grower, and 
acreage could fall to the lowest in five years, according to 
ProMarket Wire.

After an early spring lured farmers into sowing fields, 
and arctic blast at the end of May damaged plants and now 
farmers are finding it difficult to get supplies needed to 
reseed fields according to Errol Anderson, the president of 
ProMarket Wire in Calgary.  

Planting could fall below the government’s estimate of 
19.4 million acres to about 18 million, which would be the 
smallest since 2010 he said.  

“Definitely, the acres will be lower” Anderson said.  “It’s 
got a huge impact.”  

It’s been a rough ride for farmers in Canada, where the 
cold weather follows a dry spell that hampered seeding in 
parts of Alberta and Saskatchewan, the country’s biggest 
crop growers.

Canola seeds are crushed to make vegetable oil used by 
McDonalds’s corp., KFC, Taco Bell and Frito-Lay.  Prices 
have jumped 12 per cent this year.

The crops can’t withstand cold for very long and some 
areas of the Prairies had temperatures as low as -11 degrees 
Celsius during the last weekend in May said Wendy 
McDonald, a manager of a crop inputs for Winnipeg-based 
grain dealer Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd.

The company is trucking in at least 1,200 bags of canola 
seed from Alberta and Saskatchewan this week to meet the 
demand from farmers in western Manitoba who need to 
replant about half of their acres, she said.  

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” McDonald said.  
“The canola is dead and gone now, so they have to reseed.”

While farmers in some areas are having difficulty 
obtaining seed, others may not be able to replant their crops 
because the soil is too dry, said Bruce Burnett, a weather and 
crop specialist with Winnipeg-based marketer CWB.

Areas of western Manitoba and eastern Saskatchewan 
got less than 60 per cent of normal rain this growing season, 
according to the government’s agriculture agency.

Farmers in this region may need to replant as much as 70 
per cent of their canola acres after the frost, said Jonathan 
Driedger, a senior market analyst at FarmLink Marketing 
Solutions in Winnipeg.



republished from the edmonton Journal, Friday June 5, 2015

Six decades after a banana-killing 
fungus all but wiped out plantations 
across Latin America, a new strain 
threatens to destroy global harvests.

A type of Fusarium wilt appeared 
this year in Australia’s main banana-
growing state after spreading to Asia 
and Africa.  While the fungus has been 
around since the 1990s and has yet to 
affect top exporter Ecuador, Fresh Del 
Monte Produce Inc. called it a potential 
“big nightmare.”  The United Nations 
says the disease threatens supply, and 
Latin American growers are taking steps 
to limit the risk.  

The industry survived the demise of 
the top-selling Gros Michel banana in the 
1950s by switching to a different variety, 
call the Cavendish.  But this time, there’s 
no ready substitute.  North Americans 
now eat bananas almost as much as 
apples and oranges combined, and are 
the biggest buyers in an export market 
valued at more than $7 billion US.  

“We don’t have anything that can 
replace the Cavendish,” said Gert Kema, 
a plant research leader at Wageningen 
University in the Netherlands, who 
studies banana diseases.  

Part of the problem is the way the 
market evolved more than a century 
ago, relying on a single breed rather than 
several varieties.

In 1870, the founder of what became 
Chiquita Brands International Inc. 
imported 160 bunches of bananas from 
Jamaica to the U.S. he sold at a profit, 
kicking off  an American industry built 
around perishable tropical fruits from 
overseas that competes with cheap, 
locally grown apples. 

While there are more than 1,000 types 
of bananas, many consumed where they 

are grown or are inedible.  To make 
money on exports, growers had to rely 
on a single variety to ensure uniformity 
and keep production costs low.  Until the 
1960s, that was the Gros Michel, which 
all but disappeared after a decades-long 
spread of what came to be known as 
Panama disease.  

“The monoculture, the reliance on a 
single banana breed that makes all this 
possible- that makes the low margins work 
– also makes the fruit very susceptible 
to disruption,” said Dan Koeppel, who 
has travelled to 30 countries to sample 
varieties and wrote Banana: The Fate of 
the Fruit That Changed the World. “The 
biggest problem is disease.”

A lack of plant diversity isn’t unique 
to bananas.  After a history in which 
more than 7,000 species were cultivated 
for human consumption, today just four 
crops – rice, wheat, corn and potatoes – 
are responsible for more than 60 per cent 
of human energy intake, the UN’s Food 
& Agriculture Organizations estimates.

Losing breeds can be costly.  When 
Gros Michel was killed off, the 
Cavendish proved immune to the fungus 
strain, though the bananas were smaller, 
less hardy and not as tasty, Koeppel said.  
It allowed the industry to recover.  

Over the past two decades, a new 
strain of Fusarium wilt – Panama Disease 
Tropical Race 4 – emerged to threaten the 
Cavendish, including in the Philippines, 
China and in parts of Africa.  This year is 
was found in Queensland, home to more 
than 90 per cent of Australia’s crops, 
worth $460 million US.

The strain is easily spread by 
people – through dirt on shoes, tires on 
trucks, shipping containers or infected 
equipment – as well as through rain, 
floods and run-off water.  Because most 
of the world’s Cavendish bananas are 
clones, a disease affecting one plant 
affects them all, the FAO says.  
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Banana Killer on the March around 
Globe – Fungus Strain a Potential 

“Big Nightmare” for World’s Harvest



Transport Canada Advisory 
Circular No. 300-009 Land Use and 
Jurisdictional Issues at Aerodrome was 
issued on June 5, 2015.  The purpose 
of the Advisory Circular is to improve 
the awareness of aerodrome operators/
developers and other interested parties 
in the aviation community of possible 
valid provincial, territorial, and 
municipal legislation related to activities 
and land use at aerodromes.

The Government of Canada has 
exclusive jurisdiction over aeronautics 
and has established a legal framework 
through the Aeronautics Act and 
Canadian Aviation Regulations (CAR), 
which sets safety and security 
requirements for the civil aviation 
industry among other things. Under this 
legislation, the Minister of Transport 
is responsible for the promotion of 
aeronautics and the Act provides 
authority to make regulations respecting 
activities at aerodromes, including 
the location, inspection, certification, 
registration, licensing and operations.

Airports and aerodromes are subject 
to different provisions of the CARs.  An 
airport is an aerodrome that is certified 
by the Minister and is subject to the 
certification requirements of CARs – 
Part III, Subpart II.  Aerodromes that are 
not subject to Subpart II are governed 
by a permissive regime that does not 
require prior federal authorization 
for the establishment/location of 
aerodromes.  These non-certified 
aerodromes, whether they are registered 
with Transport Canada or not known 
to Transport Canada, must comply 
with the CARs – Part III, Subpart 
I.  As regulator, Transport Canada 
provides oversight of both airports and 
aerodromes in accordance with the 
applicable CARs.

Issues surrounding the location, 
development, and use of aerodromes 

may involve multiple jurisdictions’ 
legislative authorities, such as federal, 
provincial, territorial and municipal 
legislation. This complex legal 
framework has raised concerns with 
aerodrome operators/developers and 
other interested parties regarding the 
applicability of the Aeronautics Act.

Two recent decisions from the 
Supreme Court of Canada (Quebec 
(Attorney General) v. Lacombe, [2010] 
2 SCR 453 and Quebec (Attorney 
General) v. Canadian Owners and Pilots 
Association, [2010] 2 SCR 536) have 
reaffirmed federal jurisdiction over 
aeronautics matters.  These decisions 
speak to overlapping jurisdiction’s laws 
as they relate to land use and aerodrome 
activities.

The exclusive jurisdiction over the 
location of aeronautical facilities has 
been repeatedly affirmed by Canadian 
courts. The federal aeronautics 
jurisdiction encompasses not only the 
regulation of the operation of aircraft 
and aerodromes, but also the power to 
determine the location of aerodromes.

In the Lacombe and COPA 
decisions, the Supreme Court of 
Canada has recognized that a degree of 
jurisdictional overlap is inevitable.  In 
cases of multiple jurisdictions’ laws, 
compliance with these laws might be 
enforced by those jurisdictions.

The Aeronautics Act may not grant 
immunity from compliance with other 
applicable federal, provincial, territorial 
or municipal legislation. As mentioned 
in the COPA Supreme Court decision, 
the test is whether the provincial law 
impairs the federal exercise of the core 
competence.

Based on this information, 
Transport Canada has made three 
recommendations.

1. In order to comply with the 
Aeronautics Act and other federal, 
provincial, territorial and municipal 
legislation that may have an impact on 
the activities related to an aerodrome, 
it must be understood that Transport 
Canada is not in a position to provide 
legal advice respecting the application 
of existing laws that fall outside of its 
jurisdiction.

2. Determination of whether or not 
provincial, territorial, or municipal 
legislation impairs the federal core 
competencies is a matter to be 
determined by courts on a case-by-
case basis. Transport Canada does 
not provide advice regarding the 
applicability of provincial, territorial, or 
municipal legislation.

3. In cases of valid and applicable 
jurisdictional overlap of laws 
compliance with provincial, territorial 
and municipal non-aeronautics 
legislation might be enforced by those 
jurisdictions.
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Breathe Right, Sleep tight: a Simple 
Way to Calm Down

republished from NAAA eNewsletter, June 12, 2015

As the summer ag flying season kicks into overdrive, stress-inducing moments are inevitable. The triggers are endless.

• Sometimes the weather grounds you for days while the work orders pile up. Or you receive an angry call from 
a grower complaining that the treatment you applied didn’t achieve the results he was expecting. 

• Maybe you’re worried because you have a large payment coming due and several customers who have been slow 
to pay for services you provided. 

• As a pilot working for a larger operation, your frustration may be mounting because you don’t think the work 
is being split up fairly—most of the fields to which you are assigned seem to be smaller and more difficult to apply, 
while in your view, the larger, more lucrative jobs go to other pilots.

• Don’t bring personal problems with you into the cockpit? Good advice, but easier said than done. As if you 
weren’t dealing with enough issues, your wife calls right before you are about to take off with your ninth load of the day 
about your teenage son. “He did what?!!” you blurt out.

Stress and anxiety manifest in a number of ways. If you’re on the receiving end of an angry call or in a race against 
the clock, it’s natural for your heart rate to rise. A combination of stressors may leave you feeling overwhelmed and keep 
you up at nights. Or if you’re in the middle of a long stretch of work, you may be too keyed up to fall asleep, further 
exacerbating your fatigue. Stress and sleeplessness go hand in hand.

 Managing stress is a big part of an aerial applicator’s job. In general, operators and pilots do a good job of controlling 
their emotions. For low-flying aviators, it’s an absolute necessity in flight. But everyone has their moments.

 The next time you’re worked up about a specific incident or feeling the pressure of an extremely busy season or an 
uncomfortably slow season, take a deep breath. Purposeful breathing is a proven way to reduce stress and clear your 
head. You can do it day or night, whenever the need arises. There are lots of ways to practice mindful breathing, but the 
“4-7-8” exercise may be the easiest and best one to try, particularly at bedtime. Proponents who have done the 4-7-8 
exercise before bed say it helps them fall asleep faster and sleep better. How fast? In about a minute.

 Dr. Andrew Weil, a best-selling author and renowned wellness physician, is a big believer in breathing exercises in 
general and the 4-7-8 exercise in particular. As he explains on Drweil.com:

This exercise is utterly simple, takes almost no time, requires no equipment and can be done anywhere. … Once 
you develop this technique by practicing it every day, it will be a very useful tool that you will always have with 
you. Use it whenever anything upsetting happens—before you react. Use it whenever you are aware of internal 
tension. Use it to help you fall asleep. This exercise cannot be recommended too highly.

Here is how to perform the 4-7-8 breathing exercise.

1. Place the tip of your tongue against the tissue ridge above your upper front teeth, and keep it there through the 
entire exercise. You will be exhaling through your mouth around your tongue. If that seems awkward, Dr. Weil 
suggests pursing your lips slightly.

2. Exhale completely through your mouth, making a whoosh sound as you do.

3. Close your mouth and inhale quietly through your nose while mentally counting to four.

4. Hold your breath for a mental count of seven.

5. Exhale completely through your mouth for a mental count of eight, making the same whoosh sound you did in 
Step 2.

6. That’s it. Repeat the same process three more times for a total of four cycles.

If your nerves are frayed or you’ve been running yourself ragged, give the 4-7-8 exercise a try. 

Continued on page 13



As the world leader in getting the job done, we’re proud of the agricultural 
aviators who help farms large and small fertilize crops, control insects and 
eliminate weeds. Together, we’re producing maximum crop yields from 
fewer acres, keeping tractors off wet fields to prevent topsoil runoff, and 
spraying for pests and diseases three times faster than any other form 
of application can. The result is 71 million acres of U.S. cropland that’s 
protected and productive. Which makes Ag Aviation the next best thing  
to sliced bread.

For more information about agricultural aviation or to learn more about  
Thrush Aircraft, visit us online, or call Eric Rojek at 229.789.0437.

Where innovation is nothing new.

Right in the  
Old Bread Basket.
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If your energy level starts to dip during the day consider the more vigorous Stimulating Breath exercise, also known as 
the bellows breath. It can raise energy and alertness, Dr. Weil says, making it the perfect technique for snapping out of an 
energy slump. Simply breathe in and out of your nose for 15 seconds with inhales and exhales timed at roughly a quarter 
to half second a piece. After the first try, add five more seconds each time you do the Stimulating Breath exercise, building 
up to a full minute. This is a noisy breathing exercise! To avoid razzing, consider practicing it in private.

 This might seem a little too new age or Woodstock-ish, but whether you need to calm down or amp up, these breathing 
exercises may be just what the doctor ordered. 

Continued from page 12
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Caaa update
The proposed Transport Canada Flight and Duty Times 

(FDT) amendments are still under review and at the time 
this article was printed no new information has been 
provided.  When the CAAA spoke with Aaron McCrorie, 
Director General of Transport Canada, in early May he 
indicated Transport Canada had made a few adjustments 
to the NPA.  When the amendments are complete there 
will be a stakeholders briefing however there will not be a 
formal stakeholder’s review prior to the amendments going 
to Gazette I this summer.  Transport Canada is viewing the 
new FDT as a baseline that works for 75% of the pilots in 
aviation. For those that it does not work for, (such as aerial 
application), the FDT’s can be modified by developing a 
Fatigue Risk Management System, (FRMS), which will 
allow either individual operators, or industries as a whole, 
to tailor the FDT to fit their industry. Most of Transport 
Canada’s work since January has been to modify the FRMS 
to make it workable.  There will be an implementation 
period for an operator to implement a FRMS.  NCO’s will 
not be included in the new FDT regulations and there are 
no sector limits for aerial application or fire suppression if 
they are following the regulations under the 700.21. Both 
Aaron McCrorie and Jacqueline Booth, Acting Director, 
Standards, Civil Aviation, plan to attend the October CAAA 
Board of Directors meeting in Ottawa to discuss the FDT 
and other important & related issues.

Shauna and Jill attended several events this spring which 
included the MAAA AGM in Portage la Prairie on April 
15th and an April 28th plant tour & information session put 
on by Pratt & Whitney in Lethbridge.   At the MAAA AGM 
we participated in a presentation by Crop Life regarding 
their new bee phone app called BeeConnected.  The new 
app is available to the public on the CropLife website 
at http://www.croplife.org.au/industry-stewardship/ppi/
beeconnected/.    The CAAA is working with Manitoba 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development (MAFRD), 
the MAAA, the Manitoba Bee Association and Industry 
Partners to apply for a Growing Action grant through the 
Manitoba Government.  The grant would assist to create 
awareness of the BeeConnected App and general awareness 
of the collaboration between the aerial application industry 
and the beekeepers to address some bee health issues.

 At the Pratt & Whitney event we were joined by Shaun 
Kinniburgh; Peter Hansen; Andrew Moore, NAAA; Rick 
Boardman, NAAA President; Dana Ness, NAAA Past 
President; Graham & Bill Lavender, Air Ag Update; Ryan 
Densham, Pratt & Whitney Marketing Account Manager, 
(responsible for the CAAA Partnership contributions from 
P & W); Kathy Roberge, Senior Advisor, Marketing 
Communications & Public Relations, Pratt & Whitney; and 
Olivier Lefebvre, General Manager, Operations Aftermarket 
Canada, Pratt & Whitney.   Following the plant tour & 
information session, the Pratt & Whitney employees and 
families were invited to West Wind Airspray where they 
could see the final aircraft product utilizing their engines.  

Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to tour the aircraft and 
Jack Appleton provided a flying demonstration.  

In late May, Jill received an email from Shari Currie, 
Director Policy and Regulatory Services Civil Aviation, 
Transport Canada, regarding our submission last November 
to CARAC Activity (#2014-020) regarding Obstruction 
Lighting and Marking Standard 621.  Shari indicated 
Transport Canada had incorporated most of the suggestions 
we put forward in the revised standards.   Our requests for 
changes included:

• the marking requirements outlined in the Advisory 
Circular 600-001 issued on March 8, 2011   

• in addition to MET towers which are covered in the 
Advisory Circular, we request all towers exceeding 50 feet 
or more in height, located outside the boundaries of a City 
or Town, on land that is primarily rural or undeveloped, or 
used for agricultural and forestry purposes, be included.  

• the meteorological industry develops and maintains an 
online tower location directory available to all aviators.

Transport Canada is currently working on a draft notice 
of proposed amendments that is planned to be published 
with the draft standard in June and shared with stakeholders 
for additional comments.

The CAAA has supported COPA in their concerns 
regarding the new Transport Canada regulations related to 
aerodromes.  On June, 5, 2015, Transport Canada issued 
Advisory Circular No. 300-009 Land Use and Jurisdictional 
Issues at Aerodromes.  The purpose of the Advisory 
Circular is to improve the awareness of aerodrome 
operators/developers and other interested parties, in 
the aviation community, of potential valid provincial, 
territorial, and municipal legislation related to activities 
and land use at aerodromes.  A summary of the circular 
is provided in the Land Use and Jurisdictional Issues at 
Aerodrome article on page 11 of the New Horizons. For 
the complete Advisory Circular go to https://www.tc.gc.ca/
media/documents/ca-opssvs/AC-300-009-Issue-03.pdf. 

The CAAA is working with Service Canada to determine 
the best method to educate the industry on how to apply for 
a foreign worker.  This work is ongoing and hopefully when 
completed it will benefit all members.

Joe Barnsley and Jill Lane are reviewing the CAAA 
bylaws.  The plan is to identify a list of all potential 
changes that require membership input.  A survey, based 
upon this list, will be developed to enable members to give 
direction on their bylaw amendment preferences.  The 
survey could include items such as allowing proxies; should 
a pilot have a vote; etc.  Hopefully the survey will provide 
the CAAA some clear direction to assist with a rewrite of 
the bylaws to subsequently be approved by the Board in 
October and then by the membership at the February 2016 
AGM.

Continued on page 15
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Clark Oberholtzer created an adhoc NCO committee 
to work with the CAAA TC Committee to develop a 
consensus for a response to Transport Canada on the NCO 
Advisory Circular.  Jill Lane developed the 1st draft of 
changes to the Advisory Circular.  Shaun Kinniburgh 
reviewed the suggested changes and it has been circulated 
to the CAAA TC Committee for comments.  Once the 
TC Committee provides input, the amended Advisory 
Circular will be presented to the NCO Committee for their 
comments.  When an overall consensus is reached, we will 
respond to Transport Canada on the issue.

The first draft of the 2016 CAAA Conference program 
is developed.  The speakers and entertainment are being 
finalized and an excellent program is taking shape.  Don’t 
forget to mark your calendars now for February 18 – 20, 
2016 in beautiful Victoria BC.

The CAP Clinics enjoyed great success again this year.  
Thirty seven, (37), aircraft were calibrated at 14 separate 
sites.  The weather cooperated across the prairies so most 
clinics occurred as scheduled.  

The Business Survey results have been completed and 
circulated to participating members.  Participation this year 
was 54% which represents the highest participation level 
since the survey began.  Thank you to each participant 
who completed the survey and provided the association 
much needed and appreciated data. Jill has already used 
the data on several occasions this year to demonstrate the 
importance of the aerial application industry - with industry 
partners, the media as well as the PMRA.

The NAAA offers a Leadership Training Program (LTP) 
sponsored by Syngenta Crop Protection. The goal of the 
program is to provide training to selected individuals in 
the agricultural aviation industry. The program includes 
training that enables participants to develop a strong ability 
to clearly communicate the important role aerial application 
plays in the production of our country’s agricultural 
products to the public, media, and governments. The 
training also involves teaching techniques to more 
effectively run and manage an aerial application business, 
and to more effectively serve as a leader while serving 
industry organizations.  Annually, the NAAA and Syngenta 
reserve one spot for a CAAA Board member to participate 
in the program.  Directors who have participated in the 
past, found the experience to be of great value in dealing 
with the requirements of their Board positions. Dave Frisch 
will represent the CAAA at the Syngenta Leadership 
Program this coming year.  Congratulations Dave.

The PMRA is undergoing a glyphosate re-evaluation 
and they have asked for stakeholder comments.  After 
reviewing the 330 page document it appears the proposed 
glyphosate registration for agriculture will remain the same 
with the following risk mitigation requirements;

Human Health 

• To protect workers entering treated sites a restricted-
entry interval of 12 hours is proposed for agricultural uses. 

• To protect bystanders, a statement indicating to 
apply only when the potential for drift to areas of human 
habitation or areas of human activity such as houses, 
cottages, schools and recreational areas is minimal is 
required. 

Environment 

• Environmental hazard statements to inform users of its 
toxicity to non-target species. 

• Spray buffer zones to protect non-target terrestrial and 
aquatic habitats are required. 

• To reduce the potential for runoff of glyphosate to 
adjacent aquatic habitats, precautionary statements for sites 
with characteristics that may be conducive to runoff and 
when heavy rain is forecasted are required. In addition, 
a vegetative strip between the treatment area and the 
edge of a water body is recommended to reduce runoff of 
glyphosate to aquatic areas. 

The CAAA is reviewing the new proposed amendments 
to the Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV) regulations in Canada.  
Last week, Transport Canada requested comments from 
the aviation industry on proposed amendments to the 
regulations that will address the growing popularity and 
economic importance of UAVs and integrate them safely 
into Canadian airspace. Transport Canada published a 
Notice of Proposed Amendment that highlights several 
proposed changes, including new flight rules, aircraft 
marking and registration requirements, knowledge testing, 
minimum age limits, and pilot permits for certain UAV 
operators.  The proposed regulations apply to UAVs 
weighing 25 kg or less operated within visual line of 
sight. Transport Canada intends to keep the Special Flight 
Operations Certificate (SFOC) process for heavier UAVs 
and more complex operations. In 2014, 1,672 SFOCs for 
UAVs were issued, up from 345 in 2012.  Stakeholders 
have 90 days to respond to the proposed amendments.

Safety First!

Caaa update Continued



Pratt & Whitney Canada tour
On April 28th Pratt & Whitney Canada’s Lethbridge Plant hosted a gathering for the Aerial Application community in 

Canada and the United States.  Invited  guests included Shaun Kinniburgh; CAAA President, Peter Hansen; Lethbridge 
Applicator, Jill Lane; CAAA Executive Director, Shauna Prokopchuk, CAAA Association Manager, Andrew Moore; 
NAAA Executive Director, Rick Boardman; NAAA President, Dana Ness; NAAA Past President and Bill and Graham 
Lavender; Ag Air Update. Guests were treated to a history of the relationship between Pratt & Whitney and the aerial 
application industry.  Guests were also privileged to receive a tour of the plant which is a rare honor.

Following the tour and presentation at the plant, West Wind Airspray and Peter Hansen hosted Pratt & Whitney 
employees and their families for the afternoon.  Attendees were able to see up close where their hard work ends up.  
Several planes were on display courtesy of West Wind as well as Kinniburgh Spray Service.  Jack Appleton also provided 
a flying demonstration which fascinated the employees and their children.  Hopefully we have another generation of Ag 
pilots in the making!

A huge thank you is extended to Ryan Densham, Pratt & Whitney Marketing Account Manager; Kathy Roberge, 
Senior Advisor, Marketing Communications & Public Relations Pratt & Whitney; and Olivier Lefebvre, General Manager 
Operations Aftermarket Canada Pratt & Whitney for their hospitality and continued support of aerial application in 
Canada and specifically in Alberta.
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Jack Appleton

An AT802 featuring a PT6A-65AG

All photos courtesy of Pratt & whitney Canada

Future Ag Pilots

shaun Kinniburgh and rick Boardman
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Caaa Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program Provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA 

has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially dialogue with applicators throughout the year. Below is a list 
of applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any 
new applicator or a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone of them if you have questions or need advice during the season;

 

Jon Bagley Operator Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Operator Bus: 204-736-2467 Cell: 204-771-3477

allan Denesowych Maintenance Engineer Bus: 306-786-7007 Cell: 306-621-5137

Fran de Kock Operator/Training Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Pilot Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent lange Operator/Farmer Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Pilot Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Operator/Farmer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

We get you  
flying faster.

UTP is the premier independent supplier of  
PT6 turbine engines and components worldwide. 

Our inventory is in stock in our warehouse and ready for 

fast delivery! We provide exchanges and sales on a wide 

variety of engine models and aftermarket turbine parts.

334.361.7853 | sales@utpparts.com | utpparts.com



AIR TRACTOR, INC.  •  OLNEY, TEXAS 76374  

940.564.5616  •  AIRTRACTOR.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.
Rigby, ID 83442

p: 208-745-7654
f: 208-745-6672
e: chipkemper@aol.com

Parts: 800-736-7654
www.queenbeeair.com

Wherever your workday takes you.
Acre after acre, load after load, season after 

season. Your customers depend on you. You can 

depend on your Air Tractor and the people and 

company that stand behind it.
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thank you to our Sponsors
Diamond

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.

Platinum
Bayer CropScience Canada Inc. (InterAg) 

Gold
Air Tractor, Inc.

BASF
Covington Aircraft

Syngenta Canada Inc.

Silver
AgResource

Battlefords Airspray
Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

Portage Aircraft Maintenance Ltd.
Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.

Thrush Aircraft Corporation
United Agri Products Canada Inc.

Bronze
4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter Ltd.
Aero - Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
Ag West Equipment Ltd.

AG-Nav Inc.
AgriData, Inc.

AgriSmart Information 
Systems
Agri-Tow
AgSync

Alberta Aerial Applicators 
Association

Arysta LifeScience Canada
ASI Jet Ag Division

ATP Nutrition
Avjet

B.L. Aviation
Brandon Flying Club

Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller Ltd.

Cascade Aircraft Conversions
CD Aviation Services

Cheminova Canada Inc.
DynaNav Systems, Inc.

E.I. du Pont Canada Company
Executive Flight Centre

Farm Credit Canada
Flight Fuels, Inc.

Forest Protection Limited
GE Aviation
GIS4Ag Ltd.

Goulet Aircraft Supply Ltd.
Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.

Grondair
Hope Aero Propeller & 

Components
Lane Aviation, Inc
ManageWise, Inc.

Manitoba Aerial Applicators 
Association

MICCAR Aerial Ltd.
Micronair Sales & Service Inc.

Mid-Continent Aircraft 
Corporation

Monsanto Canada, Inc.
Nufarm Agriculture Inc.
Oldfield Kirby Esau Inc.
Omex Agriculture Inc.

PolyWest
PropWorks Propeller Systems

Provincial Airways
Saskatchewan Aerial 

Applicators Association
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
TracMap Aviation Ltd

Transland
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

Univar Canada Ltd.
UTP - Universal Turbine 

Product
Valent BioSciences Canada, 

Vector Aerospace
Wetaskiwin Aerial Applicators
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.
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  EMPlOyMENt

Classifieds

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: info@

canadianaerialapplicators.com
Home Page: 

www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 
Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076

3 PILOTS NEEDED FOR THE 2015 SEASON - SKY AG SERVICES LTD., Lafleche, Sask. 
needs 3 Commercial Pilots for the 2015 summer season, May-Sept 15, 2015. Applicant requires a 
minimum 2000 hrs. Turbine Time and/or 1500 hrs. Air Tractor Turbine Time and a minimum of 300 
hrs. Forestry Protection. Position offers top pay package to the dedicated individual, commission 
base position with base salary at $60 hr./40 hr./week. Applicant must have a clean flight record. Send 
resume outlining all aerial application experience and references, if available, to skyag2@hotmail.
com. We will only accept resumes or questions by email. PLEASE DO NOT APPLY UNLESS ALL 
CRITERIA CAN BE MET.

Contact 306-472-5757 

Sky Ag Services Ltd., Box 336, Lafleche, Sk. SOH 2KO

RAMPY/MIXER - Located in Rosetown, SK. We are currently accepting applications for a rampy/
mixer for the 2015 spray season. The job will be starting on June 22nd, 2015 until September 1st, 
2015.

Duties include: Hauling water, Loading Chemical and Fuel into the Aircraft, Record Keeping, 
Customer Service. A valid drivers license is required. Accommodation supplied, if needed

Contact 306-882-3830 or rosetown@provincialairways.net


