
NEW HORIZONS

get back to the main job which is running his business, or 
maybe flying. 

 The CAAA has also been dealing with our safety 
throughout the past winter with great success. Take the 
Met towers, now that is great news about the markings! 
I have seen the new tower and yes they are much more 
visible than the old ones that are not marked.  That took 
many years of work to get that completed and a big thanks 
to everyone who took part in getting that through. Also we 
have the CAIR Safety Seminar that brings awareness to the 
forefront, calibration clinics and many more items. With 
the help of all the Members these things are able to make 
our jobs that much safer. So I would like to thank you all 
for the support and assistance you have given to improve 
our safety.

 This past spring has seen the CAP Clinic come and 
go with over 30 planes flown through marking another 
success. Many operators take it upon themselves to trial 
a few different things with nozzles and settings. I applaud 
your ingenuity. I would like to also say thanks to Clayton 
for taking the time to run these tests. 

Moving forward the CAAA has a full plate. We have been 
requested to sit on a CAR 702 Risk Assessment in Ottawa. 
We will be working with Transport Canada along with a 
couple other groups to perform a formal Risk Assessment 
on the current model and potential model changes to 
determine the best approach to the industry (702) sector 
from a risk, regulatory and over sight standpoint. This will 
be the beginning of October 2016 and we will be reporting 
to the Board a couple weeks later back in Ottawa. We as a 
Board are very excited to get a seat at the table for this one. 
This means our voice is being heard.
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Well here we are. The 2016 season is on its way. At this 
time we have completed all of our in house training and 
spraying is going on as I write. This is the time of year you 
think that you were ready for. After all, we had all winter to 
get ready for it. But if you are like me you did the training 
and realized there is something missing; Or maybe just a 
better way to do something. Never the less the main thing 
with the training is safety. 

 Safety is around every corner. We are always thinking 
about it. How do we get the job done and do it safe. 
Yesterday I received the newest Fly Safe campaign email 
from the NAAA and of course it is giving safety pointers. 
This time regarding if you listen when your aircraft talks. I 
think to myself “why didn’t we touch on this simple topic 
during our yearly training”? It is so true and easy to talk 
about because most of us can relate to it. 

 Today I check my calendar and there it is, the dreaded 
safety audit on the business. Now I used to dread this type 
of event but over the last few years it has become routine. If 
safety isn’t part of your culture then you fear these events; 
but if you are on board, the project it is easy. 

So when I sit and think of the last few weeks of work the 
common theme of my days is safety and ways to promote 
and incorporate a safer work environment. I think of the 
CAAA and what it has done for the industry in the past 
and what it is doing moving forward. Just go onto the 
CAAA web site and look at the sample manuals posted in 
the Members Only area. They are there to help an operator 
when he needs a hand to develop a program. There is 
sample Emergency Response Plans, Audit Checklists, 
Ground Crew manuals etc; that information alone makes 
an operators job that much easier and safer. Now he can 
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Now before I go I hope anyone 
with an Air Tractor 502B has been in 
touch with Queen Bee Air Specialties 
to incorporate the new STC for 
overweight operations. This will make 

things simpler than dealing with the 
overweight exemption. Thanks to 
Benoit Tétreault, Air Tractor and Queen 
Bee Air Specialties for their hard work 
there. So please everyone think safe, 

fly safe and remember this job beats the 
hell out of working for a living…

Cheers
Shaun Kinniburgh

 

PROVINCIAL REPORTS
ALBERTA
Jason Lazenby

It’s really windy in Three Hills today! 
According to the windsock it’s “way to 
windy to spray, gusting to way, way, way 
too windy to spray”. In the past week we 
have logged enough Sock Time (staring 
at the windsock) to re-earn a High School 
diploma or at least it seems. The loaders 
couldn’t handle the wind anymore so 
they have gone home and will return later 
today for the night shift. Patience is tried 
when there are work orders to do and the 
wind won’t stop blowing, makes you feel 
as useless as an ashtray on a motorcycle. 

  Dry, warm, spring conditions in 
central Alberta helped seeding go well, 
I think the toughest decision for some 
producers was how early they should 
start, risking possible frost damage but 
being rewarded with a longer growing 
season. Reasonable moisture in May 
has really helped bring the crops up.  
There has been some cutworm pressure 
in canola, and we have also been 
exterminating pea weevils in field pea 
crops.  I have spoken to a few operators 
who have started the fungus season and 
the rest of us are anxiously awaiting its 
arrival!  

The Alberta Aerial Applicators 
Association will be holding our annual 
meeting and conference November 6th 
and 7th in Red Deer, Alberta. As usual 
this conference will be full of education 
sessions and more exhibitor time than 
ever before.

Until next time, have fun and fly safe!

SASKATCHEWAN
Colin Bevan

After a disappointing start to the 
2015 season, for a period of time, it 
looked as though we might have been 
in for a repeat during the 2016 season. 
Fortunately, the tables have turned, and 
as far as I’m aware, 2016 is holding 
tremendous potential for all operators 
in Saskatchewan. 

Many operators have been receiving 
heads up calls from producers that they 
intend to utilize our industry services. I 
personally have had a number of calls 
relating to canola and lentil desiccation 
in the fall. It certainly seems as though 
farmers are more often including aerial 
application into their program. As 
the demands of precision timing of 
applications increases, it is also apparent 
that many farmers are choosing to 
purchase their own aircraft. I have been 
shocked to learn at just how many new 
N.C.O.’s are coming into play. It is easy 
to realize that after making a significant 
investment in an aircraft, these N.C.O.’s 
/ farmers will want to utilize their aircraft 
as much as possible which will more 
than likely include high risk herbicide 
applications. As these individuals may 
be highly skilled as crop producers, 
they most likely are not well versed to 
the risks and variables that need to be 
carefully mitigated and understood when 
conducting aerial applications. My fear 
is that this new generation of N.C.O’s, 
will create a negative public image for 
all aerial applicators, as a result of their 
inexperience and lack of knowledge 
of aerial application. It may require 

regulatory change from the Ministry 
of Environment, to protect the positive 
public perception of the professionalism 
of the aerial application industry from 
otherwise unmindful applicators. 

The three regulatory highlight issues 
of 2016 would seem to be:

•  Exac t  adherence  to  the 
requirements which you may have 
been granted your LMIA, as it 
pertains to advertised pay rates and 
methods of pay. There have been 
audits conducted on Saskatchewan 
companies relating to the LMIA 
requirements. The issues can vary. 
However, it would appear that the 
practices used must directly follow 
as advertised for that position. As 
always, detailed accurate records 
are paramount.

• The new Provincial Pesticide 
regulatory investigator has been 
confirmed as Kyle McDonald, 
whom I have spoken with and seems 
to be a pleasurable individual. We 
hope to work respectfully with one 
another. 

• Transport Canada continues 
surveillance activities of 702 
operators .  A number of  702 
operators have been notified that 
they will be receiving a visit at 
some point in the latter part of June. 
Everyone is eager to go to work and 

looking forward to a productive and safe 
season. 

Keep the shiny side up!!
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MANITOBA
Mike Alarie

MAAA held its Annual General 
Meeting on April 6th at the PCU 
Centre in Portage la Prairie. Derrick 
Darvill from 4-AV Fuel along with 
Bob & Nick Stockman of Certified 
Petroleum Services gave a presentation 
on “Fuel Storage Management and 
Environmental Regulations”. Members 
were somewhat left with a perplexed 
look on their faces upon learning 
that some fuel tanks out in the field 
may no longer be legal. One member 
offered to sell his tanks to anyone 
interested…along with the water in it at 
no extra charge (yes…it is funny). The 
industry will soon need to engage with 
regulators to better understand some of 
the questions that remain. 

The second presentation “PT6 Engine 
Management and Troubleshooting” was 
excellent and given by Dalton Hill from 
Pratt & Whitney. Thank you Dalton for 
making the trip out to Manitoba. Your 
support is important to our industry and 
as always, it is always a pleasure to have 
you join us.   

Later in the afternoon, Jon Bagley, 
David White (Transport Canada) and 
I held a table discussion. I wish to 
thank Jon and Mr. White for their 
participation. We did a review on a host 
of Transport Canada issues. Many of 
the issues were covered at the CAAA 
Conference in Victoria. Jon presented a 
surprise to the members – news about a 
Canadian Overweight STC that is now 
available for the Air Tractor 402A and 
502B. 

This Overweight STC did not 
simply fall from a tree. The work and 
dedication that went behind it is quite 
extraordinary. It goes without saying 
… Thank you Benoit Tetreault for your 
foresight, hard work and persistence. 
Thank you to Chip Kemper of Queen 
Bee Air Specialties and Jim Hirsch of 
Air Tractor for making this Canadian 
STC available to us. 

Aerial Applicators from Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan are again pleased 
to be helping our friends in Quebec. 
Twenty-six turbine aircraft departed 
May 25th for a month long contract 
with Helico Service Inc. and provide 
SOPFIM with the required aircraft 
to control Spruce Budworm in the 
forests of “La Belle Province”. To 
date, the weather has been a challenge. 
Continuous rain and winds have made 
it difficult to get much done. Yet, 
while my tendency is to view things 
optimistically, I remain realistic enough 
to know that life is a complex matter. 
Have a safe and prosperous season!  

“We can complain because rose 
bushes  have thorns ,  or  re joice 
because thorn bushes have roses.” 
― Abraham Lincoln 

ECC
Paul Zimmer

It’s mid-June, and we are gearing 
up for the Great Lakes Airshow this 
coming week-end at the St. Thomas 
Airport. The whole process is quite 
disruptive not only for the Saturday 
and Sunday but the 2 two days leading 
up to the show, and following the 
show. I however don’t mind. I am 
your typical aviation buff, and one of 
those guys that drops my wrench and 
sticks my head out the hangar door 
to see what type of aircraft is making 
that unfamiliar noise. I really feel it is 
important to continually educate the 
public about aviation and its benefits 
to our society; be it transportation, 
recreation, and nearest to my heart, 
agriculture.

Things have been moving along 
quietly here in Ontario and East. No 
heat waves, no major fires threatening 
cities; pretty much the norm, waiting 
for crops to mature enough to get a call 
to help out a grower.

Although I have no firsthand 
knowledge how the budworm in 

Quebec is going, I do know that the 
flurry of activity of our neighbors 
on the airport getting ready for the 
program suddenly ceased and the 
aircraft disappeared so I suspect the 
program is in full swing.

Interesting news! Yesterday it was 
announced that drinking hot liquids, 
above 150*F, 65*C can lead to 
esophagus cancer. Here I thought the 
WHO spent all their time assessing 
pesticides such as glyphosate. By the 
way the United Nations just released 
a statement based on their studies 
disagreeing with the WHO on the 
“probable” link to glyphosate and 
cancer. I think the message is clear; just 
about anything taken to excess, or not 
handled properly over a long period of 
time will not be good for your health. 
I am taking this message to heart and 
have reduced my alcohol intake to 1 
beer a week … Case that is.

We did manage to get through our 
TC PVI a couple of months ago but 
not without some scrapes. If you have 
had the pleasure I am sure you will 
have found that although SMS has not 
been mandated officially for 702/703 
operations the methods they are using 
to assess companies and the corrective 
actions to rectify any shortcomings are 
SMS textbook. As I indicated earlier 
you are asked by the TC Audit lead 
to choose how you would like to be 
assessed; regulatory compliance or 
best practices. We opted for regulatory 
compliance but on some findings we 
were told we were not adhering to best 
practices.

We operate 702/703/406 and AMO 
operations and I can honestly say that 
PVI’s are not my favorite pastime.

I look forward to a busier season 
than experienced so far, and hope 
everyone is having a safe and busy 
season in spite of the many challenges 
we face on a daily basis.
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3 Non-Pesticide Reasons Beekeepers 
Lost 44% of Bees in 2015-16

The Bee Informed Partnership takes 
an annual survey of commercial and 
backyard beekeepers in order to track 
health and survival rates of honey bee 
colonies. The latest results show that 
colonies declined 44 percent during the 
year spanning April 2015 to April 2016.

That sounds alarming, and it is in 
contrast to studies showing that bee 
numbers are not in decline, they are 
instead at a 20-year high last year.

How can the claims be different? 
Should we be alarmed or not?

There are three reasons why lazy 
journalists who rewrite Friends of the 
Earth press release are not only getting 
it wrong claiming pesticides are a cause, 
they are misrepresenting the data:

1. Surveys are not studies.
 Beekeeping has become a fad and 

that means a whole lot of amateurs 
have killed a whole lot of bees. Despite 
what the kind of people who go into 
amateur beekeeping in the last few 
years think, you can’t just stick a hive in 
your backyard and watch the awesome 
power of nature take over. Well, nature 
will take over, but it will be the mean 
kind of nature – the bees will die. More 
bees are killed in truck accidents than 
due to pesticides, but that doesn’t show 
up in surveys or in press releases from 
environmental groups. If I were a bee, 
I’d be really ‘stressed’ about being 
hauled on a truck out to the same place 
that will sell or rent me to an amateur 
beekeeper likely to kill me with 
incompetence.

2. They use both winter loss and 
    summer loss combined.

Lots and lots of bees die during the 
winter, and the harsher the winter the 
more they die, so this combined number 
doesn’t have much validity because it 
hasn’t been gathered long enough – only 
six years. On the other hand, the more 

recent term Colony Collapse Disorder 
is actually a recurring that has been 
documented for as long as beekeeping 
has been documented. See reports in 
the years 950, 992, 1443, 1853, 1868, 
1891, 1896, 1903, 1905, 1918, 1919, in 
the 1920’s, the 1930’s, the 1960’s, 1975 
and 1995. During those early years they 
had a low literacy. Imagine how many 
collapses would have been recorded if 
everyone knew how to write.  

The real difference this year over 
last: 3.5 percent. In nature, that is 
statistical wobble. 

3. One-off results are not really telling 
    much of a science story. 

Activists are promoting this latest 
number as an impending Neonicotinoid 
pesticide doomsday only your check 
or credit card donation (act now!) can 
prevent, but scientists recognize there 
are many factors contributing to wild 
swings in bee deaths. The biggest culprit 
is the varroa mite, a deadly parasite that 
rapidly spreads between colonies but 
doesn’t show up in surveys. And there 
are changes in climate and land use that 
makes a difference – weather is the big 
reason northern Europe seemed at one 
point to have more bee losses while 
Australia, which uses plenty of neonics 
pesticides, has no decline in bees at all.

Though journalists are making this a 
pesticide issue, the scholars behind the 
work don’t. 

“We’re now in the second year of 
high rates of summer loss, which is 
cause for serious concern,” Dennis 
vanEngelsdorp, an assistant professor 
of entomology at the University of 
Maryland and project director for the 
Bee Informed Partnership, said: “Some 
winter losses are normal and expected. 
But the fact that beekeepers are losing 
bees in the summer, when bees should 
be at their healthiest, is quite alarming.”

He said much the same thing last 
May, and implicated parasites. “Our 
biggest surprise was the high level 
of varroa, especially in fall, and in 
well-managed colonies cared for by 
beekeepers who have taken steps to 
control the mites. We knew that varroa 
was a problem, but it seems to be an 
even bigger problem than we first 
thought. Moreover, varroa’s ability 
to spread viruses presents a more dire 
situation than we suspected.” 

Indeed. They are, as he called them, 
dirty hypodermic needles that are a 
vector for viruses.

Who will be impacted most by 
these mites? Small beekeepers, like the 
amateurs in point 1, who don’t have 
any varroa control strategies in place, 
and due to that lack of knowledge or 
unwillingness to engage in pest control, 
their problem will result in even good 
beekeepers who control mites losing 
colonies as the disease spreads. 

Estimates of economic “value” say 
honeybee pollination is worth up to $10 
billion annually. At some point it might 
make sense to pay Natural Resources 
Defense Council donors to not become 
amateur beekeepers thinking they are 
saving Gaia. They are probably doing 
more harm than good.

Year U.S. Honeybee Colonies
2005 2,413,000
2006 2,393,000
2007 2,443,000
2008 2,342,000
2009 2,498,000
2010 2,692,000
2011 2,491,000
2012 2,539,000
2013 2,640,000
2014 2,740,000
2015 2,660,000
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• Representation in government at the monitoring of current changes in regulation impacting aerial 
applicators in Canada.

• Increased public awareness through media and partnership collaboration.

• Educational forum at the Annual General Meeting and Trade Show that provides education on 
new product development, research, governmental regulations and industry trends.

• License re-certification credit courses.

• Guidelines for members and improved public perception through a Code of Ethics.

• Association website providing on-line training, current industry and association information, 
event listing, and downloadable forms, membership directory programs and how to become an 
aerial applicator.

• Availability of Calibration and Patternization (CAP) clinics.

• National hull insurance program.

• Business Survey to provide valuable industry specific information to assist participants with 
future management decisions.

• The Self-Audit program provides operators with a checklist of regulatory requirements and is 
designed to assist with spring start up.

• Misapplication Insurance program. 

• Current information regarding the aerial application industry and association provided in the 
quarterly newsletter.

• Annual Membership Directory distributed throughout the industry.

• Annual planner providing important dates throughout the year. 

• Access to a Members’ Only page on the CAAA website which has a variety of information and 
programs to assist you

Member Benefits



6 CAAA NEW HORIZONS JULY 2016

Safe Drone Use In Canada
Canada is a world leader in unmanned air vehicles (UAV), 

commonly called drones. Transport Canada has had regulations 
in place for the safe use of drones since 1996. In 2015 Transport 
Canada issued 2,500 flight operation permits for drones weighing 
more than 35 kilograms; nearly 1,200 have been issued so far in 
2016.

While the number of drones in Canada continues to increase, 
(the government estimates about 10,000 drones of varying sizes 
were sold in Canada around Christmas in the 2015-16 holiday 
shopping season) so do the number of incidents of drones flying 
too close to airports and aircraft. 

In 2014, 61 such occurrences were investigated, followed by 
96 in 2015. The government expects that number to grow this 
year as drones become more popular.

Drone Incidents 
NORAD scrambled two CF-18 fighter jets to intercept a 

drone seen flying at the Ottawa airport on May 25 by pilots on 
two descending passenger planes. The drone was never found.

And last week in Winnipeg, a passenger plane came within 
25 metres of a drone during its descent into the airport. The 
aircraft was flying at an altitude of about 900 metres in airspace 
near the University of Manitoba on Saturday.

“That’s incredibly close,” Const. Jason Michalyshen told 
reporters.

The plane landed safely. Police were called to Winnipeg 
James Armstrong Richardson International Airport that 
afternoon by Nav Canada, which operates air traffic control.

Unmanned aerial vehicles, also called drones, are becoming 
more common, as people can buy them for just hundreds of 
dollars, say police. 

Investigators have no leads so far on the drone or who 
operated it, said Michalyshen, who is asking for the public’s 
help.

“We certainly ask all members of the public if there is further 
information — things they observed, if they know someone 
who might have been involved in this incident and aren’t 
coming forward — you know, we certainly would appreciate 
a phone call so that we can move the investigation forward,” 
Michalyshen said.

“If and when those individuals are identified, charges will be 
pursued, without a doubt.”

Michalyshen called Saturday’s incident “a really unique 
incident” but added that UAVs — including more advanced 
models like the one that’s believed to have been involved in this 
case — are becoming more common in Canada.

“They are available to Joe Consumer for as little as hundreds 
of dollars. They can cost thousands of dollars. In this case, we’re 

obviously talking about something that’s quite advanced,” he 
said.

“There are individuals who are willing to take the risk, who 
are oblivious to the rules and regulations of their operation, and 
we would hate for anyone’s safety to be compromised because 
they don’t know what they’re doing.”

Michalyshen added that police are concerned because the 
safety of aircraft and people were at risk.

“Any form of distraction is one part of it. But certainly if 
there was a collision in air, involving this aircraft, it could be a 
catastrophic situation,” he said.

“No Drone Zone” 
Unmanned air vehicles like drones are subject to Transport 

Canada restrictions regarding altitude, purpose, size and area 
of use. Commercial drone operators must also have a Special 
Flight Operations Certificate.

Drones are currently not allowed to fly within nine kilometres 
of airports, and anyone found to be operating a drone in a 
reckless and negligent manner, violates controlled or restricted 
airspace, or endangers the safety of manned aircraft could face 
fines of up to $25,000 and/or jail time.

The rising number of close calls between drones and planes 
across Canada prompted the federal government to unveil “no 
drone zone” signs for airports and announce that it is drafting 
legislation to strengthen drone rules.

 This program aims to re-enforce the message that drones are 
not allowed near airports. Signs will be posted at airports across 
the country as a reminder that illegally flying the unmanned 
aircraft could result in major penalties. 

“No drone zone” signs are being made available for large 
and small airports, but other organizations and companies are 
invited to contact the government if they want signs as well, 
Garneau said.

“I believe that most people operating drones want to do so 
legally and safely, but it seems some don’t understand the risks 
involved or the potential danger,” Garneau told reporters.

“Imagine being the pilot of a jet, airplane or helicopter, and 
having [a drone] hit your aircraft, your propeller, or go into an 
engine intake. As any pilot could tell you, the damage would 
likely be worse than a bird strike and the outcome could be 
tragic.”

New Canadian Drone Regulations in 2017
Drones are used in a number of different ways—recreation, 

helping with law enforcement, search and rescue, and taking 
aerial photographs. If not operated safely, these aircraft can 
pose a hazard to other aircraft. Recognizing these challenges, 



and as part of its UAV regulatory development efforts, 
Transport Canada is looking at establishing different 
categories for drones depending on weight and 
operations.

A safe drone is one that is operated by someone who 
knows the flight rules and how to control their device 
effectively. Transport Canada is exploring knowledge 
testing requirements and studying minimum licensing 
age requirements to align with those in place for pilots 
of manned aircraft.

Transport Canada is also exploring the possibility 
of partnerships with provinces, territories and 
municipalities to strengthen enforcement and hold 
those who break the law accountable.

The government is also considering new flight rules 
for drones, as well as implementing pilot permits and 
drone design standards.

Transport Minister Marc Garneau says more drone 
legislation will be drafted by the first half of 2017. 
Transport Canada will consult with Canadians once the 
new draft regulations are published in Canada Gazette 
in the first half of 2017.

These walls 
have ears.

Where innovation is nothing new.

Listening. It’s become a lost art in business these days, but 
fortunately, not at Thrush. Here at the factory listening to 
customers, suppliers and fans has always been an important 
part of our every day. And we’re getting even better at it. 
Whether it’s a phone call for parts, a comment during a field test, 
or a conversation at a tradeshow, we listen – and we act on what 
we hear. Try us. We’re all ears.

For more information, and a willing ear, call Eric Rojek at 
229.789.0437, or visit us online if you prefer at thrushaircraft.com.

Did You Know?
The CAAA Members Only section of the 
website has exclusive information that you 
won’t find elsewhere. Items available inside are:

· Bylaws, Code of Ethics and Policies
· Yearly financial statements
·  Annual General Meeting Minutes
·  CAAA Presentations
·  CAIR Safety Seminar
·  CAP Clinic details
·  Award and Scholarship nomination forms
·  Sample Maintenance Control Manuals
·  Sample Operations Manual
·  Sample SMS Manual
·  Sample Ground Crew Manual
·  Several Transport Canada references
·  PMRA and TDG references
·  Registered Aerial Use Products lists
·  Transportation of Dangerous 

        Goods Calculator

If you are a Member and do not currently have 
access to the Members Only area contact the 
CAAA office at 780-413-0078 for assistance.
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VISIT
With the strong US dollar tourists from all over the World 

are checking the Rockies off their bucket lists and visiting 
Banff, Alberta.  Canadians are also staying in the country 
making Banff a hot spot for anyone planning their winter 
vacation.  Banff is one of the most precious, protected places 
in the world. A visit here offers the chance to experience 
the spectacular Canadian Rocky Mountains and glacier-fed 
lakes, and small-town charm that only Banff can offer. Start 
planning your trip today.

Located in the heart of Banff National Park, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, the world famous Fairmont Banff 
Springs hotel stands as a landmark in the picturesque alpine 
town of Banff, Alberta. Canada’s “Castle in the Rockies”, has 
been providing legendary hospitality to guests for more than 
125 years. 

Fairmont Banff Springs is a year-round luxury mountain 
resort that offers a championship golf course during the 
summer, unparalleled skiing in the winter, the award winning 
European-style Willow Stream Spa, and authentically local 
dining experiences. 

Enjoy a short stroll from the hotel and explore the 
charming town of Banff, Alberta. Discover local galleries 
and museums, upscale shopping and restaurants, year-round 
Banff/Lake Louise events, and popular local attractions 
including the Banff Gondola and the mineral rich Banff 
Upper Hot Springs.

Fairmont Value Programs   
During your stay at Fairmont Banff Springs, we invite you 

to take advantage of the benefits of staying in Canada’s Castle 
in the Rockies. The hotel proudly offers a wide variety of 
activities and services that are available to all guests through 
their Resort Fee program. This includes complimentary 
internet, a 24-hour fitness centre with daily fitness & yoga 
classes, guided tours of this historic landmark, and so much 
more. The Resort Fee is $15 CAD per day, plus tax. 

Take advantage of all that Fairmont Banff Springs has 
to offer:

• Unlimited business internet access in your guest 
room and public spaces plus local and toll-free calls. 
(Fairmont President’s Club Members will receive an 
upgrade to premium internet access.)

• PressReader electronic newspaper service. 

• Access to hotel pools (excluding the Willow Stream  
Spa) and 24-hour fitness centre including daily 
fitness & yoga classes.

• Use of tennis courts, driving range and sports fields 
(golf equipment rentals not included)

• Ski, bike and golf club valet service and storage.

• Heritage tours of the hotel. 

• Shuttle service to the Waldhaus Restaurant & Pub, 
Golf Course Clubhouse and the Townsite of Banff. 

• Numerous seasonal family activities including 
nature hikes, campfires, movie nights and more. 

• Bellman / Doorman gratuity.

Please note some programs are only available to our Fairmont 
President’s Club members. Join our Fairmont President’s 
Club. Membership is FREE and features exclusive privileges 
including free premium internet access, daily newspapers 
and so much more.

Book your hotel room early!
To avoid disappointment make sure you 

book your room early. Once the CAAA room 
block is full, the association cannot guarantee 
hotel availability. The Fairmont Banff Springs is 
regularly sold out and at a guaranteed room rate of 
$209.00 (plus fees and taxes) rooms will not last 
long!  To book your room visit https://resweb.
passkey.com/go/canadianaerialapplicators or 
by calling 403-762-6866, please be sure to state 
you are with the Canadian Aerial Applicators if 
reserving by phone.
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Traveling to Banff
Airport Shuttle 

• Airport shuttles are available via Banff Airporter from 
the Calgary International Airport to Fairmont Banff 
Springs with regularly scheduled service. Reservations 
are required at least 1 hour in advance. 
• Schedules and rates are subject to change without notice. 

Please email the Concierge for current schedules and pricing.

Rental Car 
All major car rental agencies are represented at the Calgary 
International Airport, and some are in the Banff town site. 
Reservations are required. There is a Hertz office located in 
The Fairmont Banff Springs. 

Taxi and Limousine 
• Contact (403) 762-6895 for Hotel Concierge 

o Alpine Limousine 
o Highland Executive Chauffeur 

• Local taxi service is readily available in the town of Banff 
o Banff Taxi 
o Taxi Taxi

*Rates and schedule are subject to change without notice.

Bus Service in Banff 
• There is a bus service run by the town which runs 
approximately every 40 minutes into Banff. 
• Fare is $2.00 per person. 
• The bus operates daily from 6:35am until 11:15pm. See 
the concierge desk for a town bus schedules which are 
subject to change without notice.

**There is a fee to obtain your park pass when entering 
into Banff National Park. For fee information go to 
www.parkscanada.gc.ca **

Banff Ski Resort Information   
Few locales can match the unparalleled Rocky Mountain 

skiing offered by our three extraordinary Banff ski resorts 
in Alberta, Canada. Breathe the crisp Canadian mountain 
air and marvel at some of nature’s most awe-inspiring 
handiwork. Three of the region’s finest mountains are 
just a short drive away from our Banff ski hotel, so pick 
your favorite or ski different terrain every day. With a ski 
season that typically runs from mid-November to mid-
May, the area offers some of the best skiing in Canada—
even North America!
Ski the Big 3 – Norquay, Lake Louise, Sunshine Village

Other Winter Activities
Winter in Banff National Park has plenty to offer, 

especially for non-skiers. From outdoor ice rinks to 
toboggan hills; from sleigh rides to ice walks; from 
luxurious spa treatments to curling up with a good book 
and a great glass of wine; there is an activity for everyone!

Kids Eat Free!
The Fairmont recognizes that value is 

particularly important for families traveling with 
kids. Kids 5 and under eat for free, while kids 12 
and under can choose from a special kids menu or 
order off the regular menu at 50% off.

BANFF
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Air Tractor Expansion to Unmanned 
Aerial Systems

OLNEY, TX — Air Tractor, Inc. is proud to announce 
its expansion into the field of unmanned aerial systems. 
The recent acquisition of Hangar 78 UAV, and its flagship 
aircraft, the Yield Defender unmanned aerial system (UAS) 
will create the foundation of Air Tractor’s development 
and visionary integration of unmanned technology to 
complement its core agricultural and firefighting aircraft 
lines.

“We have done our research, and it’s clear that 
aggressively investing and further developing unmanned 
aerial systems into agriculture will enable Air Tractor to 
remain an industry leader and provide the latest technology 
to ag producers as UAS capabilities mature and are 
integrated into the industry,” said Jim Hirsch, President of 
Air Tractor.

In tandem with the purchase, former Hangar 78UAV 
Managing Partner, Wes Hall has been appointed to Vice 
President of UAS Technologies to lead integration and 
further development for Yield Defender.

“We are very passionate about the vision and extremely 
proud to join the Air Tractor family,” said Wes Hall, VP 
of UAS Technologies. “This acquisition allows us to widen 
our engineering expertise, reach global markets, offer 
cutting edge technology, and expand our customer support 
solutions.”

Yield Defender offers true turnkey solutions spanning 
multiple disciplines to provide customers product, service 
and data processing in the UAS sector. The Yield Defender 
provides immediate solutions and implementation of a 
broad spectrum of UAS capabilities to include, but not 
limited to mapping, analysis, and thermal imaging. Air 
Tractor’s diversification and expansion of its product line 
will position the company to take advantage of the emerging 
UAS market and growth which are predicted to exceed 
$82US billion by 2025 (AUVSI Economic Report 2013).

About Yield Defender  
Yield Defender is an unmanned aerial system specifically 

engineered to serve the agriculture industry. The UAS is an 
impressively designed machine with onboard systems that 
maximize its capability and value to the industry. Sensors 
using Near Infrared (NIR), thermal imaging, and Light 
Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) technology integrated 
with CropVue web based flight management provide 
advanced analysis solutions. Manufacturing, research and 
development will be headquartered in Olney, Texas.

About Air Tractor  
At its Olney, Texas manufacturing facilities, Air Tractor 

produces a line of nine aircraft that includes 400, 500, 600 
and 800-gallon capacity airplanes powered by Pratt & 
Whitney Canada PT6 turbine engines. They are used for 
agricultural purposes, firefighting, narcotic crop eradication, 
fuel hauling, fighting locust plagues, and cleaning up oil 
spills in coastal waters. From North, South and Central 
America, to Australia, Indonesia and China to Spain, Italy, 
Croatia and Africa, Air Tractor aircraft can be found in more 
than 30 countries around the world and are supported by a 
global network of Air Tractor dealers.

Advanced Aerial Guidance
The Satloc® G4™

The L7  
Lightbar with  
new Hi-Bright LEDs,  
4 Displays and other new features  
including optional sun visor

•  Live view of any aircraft or asset
•  Create, view, manage and send job files to any 

aircraft  with a G4
•  View, print or email as-applied spray maps
•  Enter Section/Township/Range
•  Various weather layers including US & Canadian 

Radar and Wind

HQ™ Instant Data Push/Pull

L7 Lightbar
Key G4 Features

• Wireless transfer of logs and jobs

•  FAA obstacle warning database 

• Access the G4 remotely through  
 the Internet

•  Ability to receive job files from  
 AgSync & Flight Plan Online

•  Hot keys enable you to quickly  
 toggle to full map screen 

•  Laser altimeter support

•  Nearest swath feature

2207 Iowa Street
Hiawatha, Kansas 66434 USA 

(785) 742-2976
Toll Free US 800-247-3808 

www.SATLOC.com

SAT-119B.indd   1 3/7/16   1:31 PM



Sure, it looks gorgeous. But look under the skins and you’ll find a rugged workhorse 
engineered for pilot safety and crash protection. You’ll find a wing fatigue management 

program backed by nearly two decades and thousands of hours of testing to real-life 
flight conditions. You’ll find a productive and reliable aircraft that is fun to fly and 

supported like no other. It’s everything, inside and out, that makes it an Air Tractor.

It’s all of it. Together. Working for you.

AIR TRACTOR, INC.  •  OLNEY, TEXAS 76374  •  940.564.5616  •  AIRTRACTOR.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.
Rigby, ID 83442

p: 208-745-7654
f: 208-745-6672

e: chipkemper@aol.com

Sales & Parts: 800-736-7654
www.queenbeeair.com
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Not a Bright Idea  
The federal government has launched a social media 

campaign dubbed “Not a Bright Idea,” urging Canadians to 
stop aiming their laser pointers at planes.

A laser is not a toy. 
 “For some reason, which is beyond me, some people 

seem to want to point these things at aircraft,” Transport 
Minister Marc Garneau told CTV’s Power Play from 
Buttonville Municipal Airport.

“This is not only reckless, it’s not only a stupid act – it’s 
also criminal.”

According to Transport Canada, laser strikes can 
distract pilots, cause glare that affects their vision or even 
temporarily blind them. Impinging on a pilots’ ability to 
fly safely, such strikes puts passengers, crew and ground 
workers at unnecessary risk, especially during landing. If 
caught aiming a laser pointer at a plane, you can face a fine 
of up to $100,000 and five years in prison.

“We think that in some cases, people are doing it because 
they think it’s fun,” Garneau, a former pilot and astronaut, 
said. “I don’t think people realize that they could end up in 
jail for as much as five years.” 

The number of incidents of lasers pointed at aircraft is 
rising in Canada. In 2014 there were 502 reported incidents 
– a 43% increase since 2012. Nearly 600 laser strikes were 
reported to Transport Canada in 2015, an increase from 502 
incidents in 2014. There have been at least 148 laser strikes 
so far this year. That means pilots report more than 10 laser 
incidents a week. Transport Canada advises if you see 
someone point a laser at an aircraft, report it immediately 
to your local police. Pilots are encouraged to report laser 
incidents to Transport Canada by completing the incident 
reporting form found at http://wwwapps.tc.gc.ca.

Calgary Rescue Plane Returning From 
Antarctica

Reprinted from the Edmonton Journal
CALGARY - A Calgary-based plane began returning 

from an Antarctic rescue mission Wednesday evening, and 
was expected to land in Chile later in the night.

The flight operated by Kenn Borek Air is rescuing two 
sick workers from the U.S. Amundsen-Scott South Pole 
Station. The Twin Otter landed earlier in the day at the 

Rothera research base, on the Antarctic Peninsula, after 
making the dangerous journey back from the South Pole 
early Wednesday.

Two planes from Kenn Borek Air left Calgary on June 
15 to evacuate a Lockheed Martin employee from the South 
Pole research station.  Spokesperson Peter West confirmed 
that two patients were evacuated from the station.

The first plane was en route to Chile on Wednesday.  The 
second Twin Otter is remaining at Rothera overnight and is 
expected to leave Thursday, West said.

Planes don’t normally fly to the polar outpost from 
February to October because of the dangers of flying in 
the pitch dark and cold.  Wednesday, it was -60C at the 
South Pole, according to the station’s webcam and weather 
gauges.

The first day of winter in the Southern Hemisphere was 
Monday – the sun will not rise at the South Pole till the first 
day of spring in September.

South Pole rescue flight by Canadians lands safely
U.S. officials say a small Canadian plane with two sick 

workers landed in Punta Arenas, Chile, on Wednesday, and 
the workers were taken to a medical facility.  The two were 
rescued from a U.S. science outpost at the South Pole, the 
National Science Foundation says.

Turbine Conversions, Ltd

www.TurbineConversions.com
616-837-9428 est

Turbo Cat TM

P&W Kit

We have what you need!
Single Point Fueling,

Seeding Gates,Thrush Leading
Edges, P&W and GE Turbine
Kits, Full Swivel Tail wheels

plus a lot more!
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CAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA 

has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially talk with applicators throughout the year. Below is a list of 
applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any 
new applicator on a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone of them if you have questions or need advice during the season.

Jon Bagley Operator Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Operator Bus: 204-736-2467 Cell: 204-771-3477

Allan Denesowych Maintenance Engineer Bus: 306-786-7007 Cell: 306-621-5137

Fran de Kock Operator/Training Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Pilot Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Clarion Seib Pilot Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Operator/Farmer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

CAIR Contact Information
Keep the following information handy in your CAIR file to assist you during the 2016 spraying season. CAIR inquiries 

should be directed as follows:

For questions regarding CAIR safety seminar, CAIR 
videos, meeting information or general inquires 

contact: 

CAIR
P.O. Box 21085

Edmonton, AB  T6R 2V4
Phone: 780-413-0016

Fax: 780-413-0076
Email: info@canadianaerialapplicators.com

For questions regarding insurance coverage, 
applications and claims contact:

George Esau, Pina Guenette 
Oilfield Kirby Esau, Inc. 

P.O. Box 699
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2L2

Phone: 204-943-1441
Fax: 204-957-5561

Email: gpesau@oldfieldkirby.com

For questions regarding financial statements, taxes and 
payments contact:

Jim Peters
1002 Warsaw Avenue

Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1E4
Phone: 204-477-4770

Fax: 204-477-4770
Email: jimpeters@shaw.ca
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Fatigue Risk Management Systems
The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 

commends Transport Canada for their announcement this 
week that the proposed Fatigue Risk Management Systems 
will not be implemented across the board to all aviation 
sectors (see TC announcement in its entirety below).  This 
amendment will not apply to private operators (Subpart 
604) or to aerial work operators (Subpart 702).  The CAAA 
has worked tirelessly on behalf of the members on this 
issue including several meetings with Transport Canada 
in Ottawa.  In addition, Transport Canada has invited the 
CAAA as one of three associations to participate in a CAR 
702 Risk Assessment (RA) in early October in Ottawa.  
The CAAA will participate in a formal (Conventional) 
Risk Assessment on the current model and potential model 
changes to CAR 702 to determine the best approach to 
the industry sector from a risk, regulatory, and oversight 
standpoint. The CAAA looks forward to the opportunity 
to participate in this assessment on behalf of the members. 

Transport Canada FRMS Announcement 
Transport Canada is striving to enhance safety within 

flight operations by amending the current limitations 
associated with flight time, flight duty time limitations 
and rest periods and introducing fatigue risk management 
systems (FRMS). The following is to provide you with an 
update on this regulatory initiative.

On September 15, 2014, a Notice of Proposed 
Amendment (NPA) to the Canadian Aviation Regulations 
(CARs) was published for consultation. The NPA was 
followed on August 8, 2015 by the publication of a 
Notice of Intent, in Canada Gazette, Part I, confirming 
the direction being taken by the department. Stakeholders 
were informed then that proposed changes to the CARs 
would be introduced in a two-phase regulatory approach.  
Phase I would apply only to CARs Subpart 705 operators, 
while Phase 2 would apply to all other operators (Subparts 
604, 702, 703 and 704).

Transport Canada has since had the opportunity to 
review all the comments received during consultations 
with stakeholders and is now in a position to confirm the 
policy direction being taken by the department to develop 
regulations that will respond to pilots’ and air operators 
‘ concerns, as well as Canada’s international obligations.

Transport Canada is proceeding with the amendment 
of the prescriptive limitations and the introduction of 
fatigue risk management systems (FRMS) for all air 
transport services in Canada. It has been decided that the 
proposed amendments to the CARs will be introduced 
as one amendment for air taxi operators (Subpart 703), 
commuter operators (Subpart 704) and airline operators 
(Subpart 705) only. This amendment will not apply to 
private operators (Subpart 604) or to aerial work operators 
(Subpart 702). 

The proposed implementation period for Subpart 705 
air operators will be 12 months from the Canada Gazette, 
Part 11 publication date and for Subparts 703 and 704 air 
operators, 48 months from the Canada Gazette, Part 11 
publication date. All stakeholders and members of the 
public will have an opportunity to provide further input 
on the proposed regulations when these are published in 
Canada Gazette, Part 1, which is anticipated in Spring 
2017.  You will be informed as soon as the proposed 
regulations are made public.

Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association (CAAA) Conference & 
Trade Show

The 2017 CAAA Conference and Trade Show will 
take place February 23 - 25, 2017 in Banff, Alberta.  
The CAAA Room block will sell out quickly!  Make 
sure you and your family do not miss out on visiting 
the ‘Castle in the Rockies’.  For more information on 
visiting Banff see pages 8 & 9.
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Thank you to our Sponsors
Diamond

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc.

Platinum
Bayer CropScience Canada Inc. (InterAg) 

Gold
Air Tractor, Inc.

Covington Aircraft

Silver
BASF Canada

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.
PolyWest

Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.
Thrush Aircraft

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

Bronze
4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AgJunction - Satloc 

Division
AgResource
AG-Nav Inc.

AgriSmart Information Systems
AgSync

Air1 Insurance Services Ltd.
Alberta Aerial Applicators 

APS Brakes
Arysta LifeScience Canada

ASI Jet Ag Division
Avjet

B.L. Aviation
Battlefords Airspray

CAIR
Canadian Aerial Applicators 

Association

Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Canadian Propeller Ltd.

CleanFARMS
Conair Group Inc.

DynaNav Systems, Inc.
E.I. du Pont Canada Company

Executive Flight Centre
Farm Credit Canada

Forest Protection Limited
GE Aviation

Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.
Grondair

Hope Aero Propeller & 
Components

Jim Jeffries Aviation
Lane Aviation, Inc.
ManageWise, Inc.

Manitoba Aerial Applicators 
Association

Monsanto Canada, Inc.
Nufarm Agriculture Inc.

Oldfield Kirby Esau Inc.
Omex Agriculture Inc.

PetroValue Canada
Portage Aircraft Maintenance Ltd.

PropWorks Propeller 
Systems Inc.

Provincial Airways
Saskatchewan Aerial 

Applicators Association
Simplex Aerospace
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Syngenta Canada Inc.
TracMap Aviation Ltd.

Transland
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

United Agri Products Canada 
Inc.

Univar Canada Ltd.
UTP - Universal Turbine Product
Valent BioSciences Canada, Ltd.

Vector Aerospace
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  RTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 

CLASSIFIEDS

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: info@

canadianaerialapplicators.com
Home Page: 

www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 
Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076

AG-NAV PLATINUMS - For Sale gently used Ag-Nav Platinum systems, complete with 3 way 
valve, Ag-Flow rate controller, large Nav-Bar light bar, Dimmer Hub, Systems are as new, comes 
with extra year warranty from AG-NAV, systems used only for a couple months, and are very low 
time, New price over $29000 USD, selling 4 units for $20000 USD each.  Call Dave 204-870-2828 
dave@jonair.com

AT-301 • FOR SALE • 6140 TTAF R-1340-AN-1 952 SMOH Hamilton 12D40 1178 SPOH, Satloc 
M3/flow control, Smoker, Garmin SL40, VG’s, coolseat, CP’3, 126 gals fuel, new booms 2015, 
Annual due May 2017, Yorkton Aircraft Service since 2007. • Contact Roland G. Jenson, Owner - 
located Outlook, SK Canada • Telephone: 306-867-7725

2016 Calibration Clinics
The clinics for 2016 are once again complete!  The 

CAAA sends a large thank you to Clayton Rempel for 
completing another successful cycle as the calibration 
analyst.  Although there was a small weather delay at the 
beginning of the schedule, all planes were calibrated in 
a timely manner.  This year’s calibration cycle consisted 
of 16 locations with 40 planes in total.  Thank you to all 
those who registered; all registration forms were received 
early, making for a smooth planning process. Also, thank 
you to all the hosts, without your support the calibration 
clinics would not be possible. Here’s wishing everyone a 
safe and prosperous season!


