
NEW HORIZONS

the NAAA/Syngenta Leadership Program. Mike has attended 
the first part of this program. The program is tremendous! The 
skills, knowledge and networking received are invaluable and 
greatly assist individuals to be effective in their leadership roles.  

The NAAA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky was a huge 
success. Attendance reached an all-time high! The NAAA 
conference is both cost and time effective for all members. 
The two countries face many similar challenges, yet have 
many differences. The enormous land mass and geographical 
difference creates many challenges for operators from these 
two countries. Yet, the conference offers many opportunities 
to discuss, brainstorm and share solutions. Despite the CAAA 
and the NAAA being two completely sovereign associations, 
together we share many common problems and solutions as well 
as a creating a larger voice on matters affecting Ag aviation.  

It was great to see a representative from Transport Canada 
in attendance at the NAAA conference! I would like to thank 
David White for attending. It is my sincerest hope that this is 
something that will continue. I believe it is very worthwhile 
for the regulators and governing bodies to step out from behind 
their desks and take a practical look at the industries they 
regulate. How can any governing body be effective, current 
or relevant without actively participating in the industry they 
seek to regulate? I strongly believe that there should always be 
a Transport Canada Representative at all CAAA and NAAA 
conferences to hear and see the issues first hand! It is a proactive, 
non-biased and cost effective way to learn what the industry 
does and how to best assist it, rather than hinder it. 

The CAAA continues to grow and evolve to meet the needs 
and demands of our industry and its members. Some issues facing 
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Mark your calendars for the CAAA Conference Annual 
General Meeting and Trade Show on February 19-21, 2015 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. I will see you there! 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Jason 
Lazenby and JP Astorino to the CAAA Board of Directors. They 
will have a busy mandate. Jason is from Alberta and brings 
with him experience from his involvement as a director on the 
CAIR board. JP is from New Brunswick and has a military 
aviation background. JP has recently begun working for Forest 
Protection Ltd. Both individuals are energetic, enthusiastic and 
eager to carry on meeting the many changes facing CAAA.  
These individuals along with the other board members have 
some important issues to work on over the coming term. These 
issues have the ability to greatly affect our industry and must be 
actively worked on! I know they will do a great job representing 
the membership.

One of the major issues currently facing the CAAA board is 
Flight Crew Fatigue Management. While in theory this sounds 
like a good idea, our industry and numerous associated industries 
could not work effectively under this type of regulation/micro 
management. Crop infestation, disease nor human illness 
or emergencies Do Not work on schedules. Therefore, the 
practicality of the proposed regulations is extremely impractical 
and unworkable for all of these industries. The new proposed 
regulation greatly restricts our flight & duty time periods, 
potentially putting public safety and food production at risk! 
Currently, the CAAA is actively working alongside several 
other key stakeholders who are to be affected by the proposed 
Fatigue Management regulations.   

Congratulations to Mike Alarie for being the recipient of 
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the board have lingered for 25 PLUS years. 
One of the persistent issues is dealing with 
our regulatory bodies. It seems to me that 
certain regulatory agencies are having a 
great deal of difficulty interpreting the 
regulations written by their own regulatory 
body. It is unfortunate that dealing with 
these ‘agencies’ and ‘governing bodies’ 
continues to be difficult, arduous and 
protracted!! But, I do feel some progress is 
beginning to be made. 

As my two-year term as the CAAA 
president nears its end, I would like to 
thank everyone for the opportunity I have 
had to serve the association. I would also 
like to thank the Board for all it’s hard 
work and efforts put forth this past two 
years. We have tackled numerous issues! 
However, as I leave my role as President, 
I would like to assure all the members 
that the issues worked on this term will 
continue to be front and center. I know 

that the incoming President is eager and 
committed to continue tackling the issues 
head on!! And, as the ‘Past President’, I 
will give the new incoming President my 
full support to continue this work!  

See you all in Winterpeg!

Paul O’Carroll

PROVINCIal REPORtS
alBERta
Pat Stinnissen

Hello everyone, I hope you all had an 
excellent Christmas and New Years with 
your family and friends.

 The NAAA conference in December at 
Louisville, Kentucky was well received by 
members, sponsors and exhibitors. There 
are a lot of new products and technologies 
shown at the trade show that even with 
two sessions on two different days, there 
still wasn’t enough time to visit the 160 
plus exhibits to fully appreciate what is 
available to the operator and pilot for 
having to be more efficient and safer in 
our business. The one thing that stood out 
to me was the future of UAV’s and their 
upcoming role in agriculture whether it is 
multi spectrum aerial mapping of crops 
to determine the amount of disease, weed 
population, nutrient levels or moisture 
levels. The day is coming in the next 
decade or two that they very well might 
be utilized for aerial application, this is 
something that we all should start thinking 
about so we’re able to provide the service 
if it comes available. Just something to 
consider.

 Pratt and Whitney was again a huge 
sponsor with donating a PT6-34AG to 
the live auction along with a big evening 
reception. GE Engines also held a big 
reception at a neighborhood country bar 
with a live band and a mechanical bull. 
The Canadians once again showed the 

Americans how it’s done. Who knew that 
Allan Denesowych was a professional 
bull rider, I think he had the longest ride!

 Transport Canada was also in 
attendance for the full duration, it was 
really good to see that Transport is 
interested in learning what our industry is 
really about. Hopefully the education they 
have received, they will realize fully what 
our concerns are and why, and that we are 
a very professional and unique part of the 
aviation world. 

 Next year’s NAAA conference will 
be held in Savannah, Georgia once again. 
For us people that have never been to 
Savannah for a NAAA conference, I hear 
it is a must go to.  

 Back in Canada we have our AGM 
in Winnipeg in February 19-21, 2014. 
There will be some new and up to date 
information concerning NCO/CO’s, flight 
duty times and also information on tower 
marking regulation that may be coming 
in to effect. 

 2015 might prove to be an interesting 
year for all, as we are facing a severe 
decline in energy prices along with a hint 
of a market correction on the stock market 
as of the time of this writing. The low 
dollar will also affect us this coming year 
unless it starts bouncing back by the time 
you read this, just a few things to really 
pay attention to.

 Looking forward to see you all at the 
AGM.  

SaSkatCHEWaN
James Pottage

I’m writing this by a lit Christmas tree 
excited to celebrate the holidays with 
the new addition to my family. I think 
most growers are grateful just to be done/ 
or mostly done this late harvest before 
Christmas.

Once again the SAAA held their AGM 
in conjunction with SAC for our Wings 
of Saskatchewan Conference & Trade 
Show. The Delta Bessborough Hotel in 
Saskatoon made for a great setting for 
a well-attended conference. Tim Garner 
made an excellent presentation covering 
important facts about health and safety 
in our industry as well as the common 
misconceptions. 

Allan Bakke with Sask. Ag and Food 
addressed our membership with regards 
to proposed changes to the Pest Control 
Products Act in Saskatchewan. The Pest 
Act hasn’t seen any changes since 1995. 
It seems the regulators feel it’s time to 
modernize these regulations. Certainly 
some of the proposed changes will affect 
our industry for the better and possibly for 
the worse. The three more controversial 
items of discussion were with regards to 
insurance requirements, GPS data records, 
and ground crew training/licensing. There 
appears to be very little opposition to most 
of the proposals and it likely just a matter 
of time until implementation.



CAAA New HorizoNs JANUArY 2015 3

The CAAA Board of Directors has 
kept fairly busy this fall with meetings in 
Ottawa and Kentucky. More discussion 
and work on the familiar topics of non-
certified operators, met towers, and 
UAV’s. A new struggle this year is getting 
out from under the over burdensome 
regulation proposed by Transport Canada 
with regards to fatigue management. 40% 
less flight time during the busiest time of 
the year isn’t exactly a workable scenario.

Looking forward to our Canadian 
AGM in Winnipeg, hope everyone can 
make it. All the best in the New Year!

MaNItOBa
Mike alarie

I recently came across an interesting 
article that examined the efficacy of 
various laws aimed at texting and 
driving. The piece analyzed the study of 
these laws and, whether traffic accidents 
were reduced because of them. The story 
had this interesting bit:

“one study took a look at texting 
bans in four states and actually found 
that accidents increased in those states, 
compared to neighbouring states without 
the bans — perhaps because drivers 
tried to hide their phones while texting, 
making the act even more dangerous.”

The piece went on to look at how 
effective these laws were by the way 
they were written, such as whether there 
were exceptions written in the laws that 
made them difficult for police to enforce. 
It’s not enough to have a law regulating 
certain types of dangerous behaviour. 
Those laws must be well thought out and 
written so we don’t end up with a “law 
of unintended consequences.” 

A recently issued Notice of Proposed 
Amendment (NPA) on Fatigue Risk 
Management (FRMS) by Transport 
Canada, will by all accounts, have its 
share of “unintended consequences” 
if it were to pass in its current form. A 
coalition of ten (10) industry associations, 
including the CAAA, have challenged 
the science and methodology that lead 

to the NPA and responded with a 200 
page plus joint submission directly to 
Transport Minister Lisa Raitt. As of 
today, 01/12/2014, FRMS is on hold...
for now. I am quite certain FRMS will, 
sooner rather than later, eventually rear 
its ugly head again. 

Similar to SMS, the implementation of 
FRMS shifts the focus of responsibility 
for safety away from the regulator 
towards companies and individuals. 
Recent trends in the work environment 
have potential to adversely affect FRMS, 
including precarious employment 
and shortages of skilled pilots. Both 
FRMS and SMS were necessary for 
the development of safety standards 
by the international community for 
international travel. It makes full sense 
to have a system that will provide secure 
travel whether one decides to fly Air 
Canada or Lufthansa. However, I remain 
concerned why the regulator continues 
to pursue a safety system developed 
for International travel and apply the 
“One Size Fits All” approach that would 
surely become a law of unintended 
consequences. I close with the following 
-- ICAO’s aims and objectives: 

“iCAo’s aims and objectives, as 
stated in Article 43 of the Chicago 
Convention, are to foster the planning 
and development of international air 
transport so as to ensure the safe 
and orderly growth of international 
civil aviation throughout the world; 
encourage the arts of aircraft design 
and operation for peaceful purposes; 
encourage the development of airways, 
airports, and air navigation facilities 
for international civil aviation; meet 
the needs of the peoples of the world for 
safe, regular, efficient, and economical 
air transport; prevent economic waste 
caused by unreasonable competition; 
ensure that the rights of contracting 
states are fully respected and that 
every contracting state has a fair 
opportunity to operate international 
airlines; avoid discrimination between 
contracting states; promote safety of 
flight in international air navigation; 
and promote generally the development 

of all aspects of international civil 
aeronautics” (Worldmark Encyclopedia 
of Nations).

 
ECC

Paul Zimmer
It is that time of year when we sit 

back, reflect on the successes and 
challenges of the year past, and plan with 
a degree of enthusiasm the upcoming 
season. It is what makes this very 
difficult industry so appealing. No time 
for boredom or complacency. Each year 
is different from the last, and after 35+ 
years in business I still look forward to 
advancing our company’s goals; making 
a positive contribution to the lives of our 
employees, and meeting the needs of our 
customers.

Just one year ago I was talking 
about Amazon, Octocpters, and the 
integration of drones in the airspace 
we aerial applicators find ourselves 
in. This industry seems to be moving 
along at light speed and much of the 
discussion at the NAAA Exposition 
and Trade show in December was 
around how we are going to maintain 
safety in an environment overrun with 
drones operated by individuals that 
require very little training and seem to 
be operating outside of the very little 
regulation currently in place. Fortunately 
Canada has taken the lead and put some 
regulation in place, but make no mistake 
they are here to stay. We better figure out 
how to work alongside them as our safety 
will depend upon it.

Another issue that was not that high 
on the priority of aerial applicators a 
year ago was the proposed changes to 
the CAR’S, and Flight Duty Time. As a 
helicopter operator and member of the 
Helicopter Association of Canada we 
have fought hard to try and differentiate 
our industry from the airline industry 
and their unions. Just like in a trial we 
brought our expert witnesses to the 
stand to counter what the other side’s 
expert witnesses had to present on 

                            Continued on page 4
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fatigue management. Trying to move the 
elephant; Transport Canada, supported 
by Airline Unions who would like to 
see these changes has not been very 
successful for us to date. Thankfully 
in a joint effort, a number of smaller 
organizations have presented a unified 
voice of overwhelming opposition to 
the proposed changes as written, and 
Transport Canada is listening and taking 
our concerns seriously. The verdict is still 
out on what that will mean to small niche 
operators like ourselves.

For those of you supporting your 
Provincial Associations and the CAAA 
you are to be commended. They are 
working hard for you on your behalf on 
these and other issues. For those of you 
that rely on the rest of the industry to 
carry your dead weight and fight your 
battles for you, I have little respect. This 
change in regulation alone will probably 
increase your pilot costs from 30%, to 
100% if you have to double your crew 
to get your regular daily workload done 

within the proposed regulatory Flight 
Time, Flight Duty Time, and Mandatory 
Rest Periods proposed. Or you could 
operate with your current manpower and 
shut your operation down at 2:00 PM 
every day and take your weekends off. 
Either way the financial impact to the 
operator, our customers, and our industry 
will be devastating.

As the President of the ECC Chapter 
of the CAAA I would like to thank Dave 
Davies of Forest Protection Limited 
for taking a leadership role in bringing 
Eastern Canada issues to the forefront 
within the CAAA over the years. Without 
Dave I don’t believe the CAAA would 
be a Canadian Organization other 
than in name. He was instrumental in 
pushing for an Eastern Canadian Chapter 
when individual Eastern Provincial 
Organizations withered away. I bring 
this to the attention of the CAAA 
membership as Dave will be retiring in 
March of 2015 from FPL and I for one 
will miss his knowledgable, honest input 
at the Board of Directors table. He has 
worked tirelessly for the benefit of all 

those working in the aerial application 
industry in Canada. Best Wishes Dave 
for the next chapter in your post aerial 
application life, wherever it may lead 
you! 

To close I would say we probably 
have many more challenges ahead of 
us; more than behind us. We have been 
successful on many fronts, and without 
a strong association those successes 
would not have been possible. I urge 
all members to come to Winnipeg and 
attend the 2015 Conference and Trade 
Show to contribute to the issues that are 
paramount to your success. For all non-
members I urge you to join the CAAA 
and help create the working environment 
you want to see as an Aerial Application 
Operator, Pilot, or Associate in Canada.

Continued from page 3

Caaa 2015 Membership Renewals
The 2015 CAAA Membership 

Renewals went out the beginning 
of December. Please ensure that 
all your information is correct as 
the information on your renewal 
form will be the information that 
is posted in the 2015 Membership 
Directory later in the year. If you 
have any changes to your contact 
information after you submit your 
membership please notify the office 
at info@canadianaerialapplicators.
com or by calling the office at 780-
413-0078. Membership renewals 
can be processed online at http://
store.canadianaerialapplicators.com/ 
starting December 1, 2014.

Member Benefits:

• Representation in government at the 
monitoring of current changes in 
regulation impacting aerial applicators 
in Canada.

• Increased public awareness through 
media and partnership collaboration.

• Educational forum at the Annual 
General Meeting and Trade Show that 
provides education on new product 
development, research, governmental 
regulations and industry trends.

• License re-certification credit courses.
• Guidelines for members and improved 

public perception through a Code of 
Ethics.

• Association website providing on-
line training, current industry and 
association information, event listing, 
and downloadable forms, membership 
directory programs and how to become 
an aerial applicator.

• Availability of Calibration and 
Patternization (CAP) clinics.

• National hull insurance program.
• Business Survey to provide valuable 

industry specific information to assist 
participants with future management 
decisions.

• The Self-Audit program provides 
operators with a checklist of regulatory 
requirements and is designed to assist 
with spring start up.

• Misapplication Insurance program. 
• Current information regarding the 

aerial application industry and 
association provided in the quarterly 
newsletter.

• Annual Membership Directory 
distributed throughout the industry.

• Annual planner providing important 
dates throughout the year. 

• Access to a Members’ Only page on 
the CAAA website which has a variety 
of information and programs to assist 
you.

The CAAA has ordered CAAA pins with the 
new logo and they will be distributed to 
all 2015 CAAA members with their 2015 
renewal certificate and receipt.
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the Problem with Fines
By John Garr and Jerry Green, GarrCo Products | Reprinted from Ag Air Update

Spray drift is the most important issue 
for the aerial application industry today, 
largely because of the urbanization of 
rural America and the increased scrutiny 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

Many factors influence drift potential, 
but small droplets, also called fines, are 
the most important. What is the problem 
with small spray droplets? The smaller 
the spray droplet, the more likely the 
droplet will drift, because small droplets 
fall much more slowly than large 
droplets, giving wind more time to blow 
off-target.

DROPLET SIZES
All spray nozzles produce a range of 

droplet sizes. Since droplets are spherical 
or nearly spherical, their size can be 
determined by measuring the diameter. 
There is no absolute cut off on what size 
of droplet is too small, but very fine and 
fine droplets are more prone to drift than 
large droplets (see table). For reference, 
100 microns is about the diameter of a 
human hair. 

The most common way to measure 
spray droplets is Volume Median 
Diameter (VMD). VMD refers to the 
droplet size in microns where half 
of the spray volume is composed of 
droplets smaller and half is bigger. For 
example, a VMD of 300 means that half 
of the volume has droplets the same 
size or smaller than 300 microns and 
half is the same size or larger. The most 
common classifications for agricultural 
sprays according to their VMD are fine, 
medium, and coarse.

Droplet size classifications based 
industry standards (BCPC and ASABE).

Size Category Approximate
   VMD Range
   (microns)
Very Fine  <136
Fine   136-177
Medium  177-218

Coarse  218-349
Very Coarse  349-428
Extremely Coarse 428-622
Ultra Coarse  >622

WHY DRIFT OCCURS
The most common way that spray 

drift occurs is when wind unexpectedly 
blows droplets away from the target. 
Pesticide labels often forbid application 
when winds are above a maximum 
speed such as 10 or 12 mph. 

Strong wind is not always the culprit. 
Many pesticide labels forbid application 
when wind speeds are less than 3 mph. 
If there is no wind to mix the air, a 
temperature inversion may occur when 
ground air is cooler than the air above. 
In an inversion, small spray droplets 
may be suspended and unpredictably 
move long distances, even by a gentle 
breeze. 

THE RULES
Pesticides must be kept on-target. 

Pesticide drift has definitely been a 
problem in the past, and there still are 
many examples of lawsuits each year 
where litigants claim a small amount 
of a pesticide has moved off-target and 
caused undesirable impacts. 

Most experts recognize that trace 
levels of drift are unavoidable. The 
EPA has stated, “… some minimum 
level of drift would occur from most or 
all applications as a result of the uses 
of pesticides.” Nonetheless, the EPA 
is expected to announce stricter drift 
policies and application requirements 
on new pesticide labels. 

To mitigate drift, pesticide labels are 
evolving to recommendations based on 
droplet size. For example, the Roundup 
PowerMAX® label has two sections 
with 25 lines of text devoted to droplet 
size, “Importance of Droplet Size” and 
“Controlling Droplet Size.” Other labels 
use words like medium or coarse to 
define spray droplet requirements. 

WAYS TO MEASURE
Applicators should select nozzles and 

spray pressures based on manufacturers’ 
recommendations. Results will vary 
when concentrated product mixtures are 
applied. In an ideal world, applicators 
would have tables for all the mixtures 
that they apply. However, they don’t, 
and so must take other precautions. 

Unfortunately, the different ways 
to measure droplets do not agree, 
particularly for fine droplets that are 
likely to drift. Spray droplet size currently 
can be measured by three methods: 
Petri Dishes containing an oil or water 
sensitive paper, light diffraction and 
optical methods. The first is very tedious 
and time-consuming and the other two 
are laboratory-only techniques. Hence, 
applicators should attend an Operation 
S.A.F.E. clinic biannually to check the 
droplet size they are applying, as well as 
their spray pattern and other important 
application characteristics.

New technology to measure droplets 
is coming. BFS (Essex, UK) is 
introducing a product with claims that 
its way to count and measure droplets is 
more accurate than current technologies, 
weighs just four pounds and is designed 
for use in both the laboratory and field. 
If independent researchers validate these 
claims, this technology could become a 
great tool to help commercial applicators 
characterize their spray applications. 

REDUCING DRIFT POTENTIAL
Fine droplets are certainly not “fine” 

when they drift. Having the spray 
system setup correctly and using best 
practices that include proper system 
setup, low drift formulations and drift 
mitigation adjuvants will help reduce 
the production of driftable fines. Even 
more important to reduce the number 
of driftable fines is an experienced and 
well-trained applicator applying sound 
judgment and best application practices.
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Flight & Duty time Up-Date
On October 17 2014, the Coalition of 

Associations and Businesses opposing 
Transport Canada’s Flight & Duty 
Time reform Proposal (including the 
Air Transport Association of Canada 
(ATAC), Association quebecoise du 
transport aerien (AQTA), Aviation 
Alberta (AA), British Columbia 
Aviation Council (BCAC), Canadian 
Aerial Applicators Association (CAAA), 
Canadian Business Aviation Association 
(CBAA), Helicopter Association of 
Canada (HAC), Manitoba Aviation 
Council (MAC), Northern Air 

Transport Association (NATA) and the 
Saskatchewan Aviation Council (SAC)) 
made a joint submission to the Minister 
of Transport to unanimously oppose the 
September 15 2014 Notice of Proposed 
Amendment (NPA) on this subject. 
Late in November, representatives of 
the Coalition met with Martin Eley, 
Transport Canada’s Director General.

Transport Canada has tentatively 
agreed to work with a representative 
small group of Coalition Associations 
(ATAC, CBAA, HAC, NATA) and the 
National Airlines Council of Canada 

(NACC) to discuss the industry’s 
concerns with the current Flight & Duty 
Time NPA.  All ten Association-members 
of the Coalition have agreed to continue 
to align themselves in opposition to the 
NPA, and are committed to working 
collaboratively to develop joint 
industry segment-specific alternatives 
to the current one-size-fits-all proposals 
contained in the NPA. Details relating to 
the timing of the meetings, and the Terms 
of Reference for the group have yet to be 
finalized. We will continue to keep you 
informed on this important subject.

Obstruction lighting and Marking
On November 14, 2014 a Coalition 

of the Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association (CAAA), Helicopter 
Association of Canada (HAC), 
Manitoba Aviation Council (MAC), 
and Saskatchewan Aviation Council 
(SAC) submitted a response to the 
notification from Transport Canada they 
were performing a preliminary issue and 
consultation assessment on Standard 
621 Obstruction Lighting and Marking. 
The CARAC Activity Reporting Notice 
#2014-0202 states a number of issues 
require clarification to Standard 621 to 
create consistency with the standards 
set by the International Civil Aviation 

Organization and the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

In the submission, the Coalition 
Members indicated they were supportive 
of Transport Canada’s willingness 
to modify Standard 621 Obstruction 
Lighting and Marking. In the past, 
low-level aviators, such as aerial 
applicators, pipeline patrols, and 
helicopter operations, have expressed 
concern over the hazards associated with 
unmarked towers. With the proposed 
changes to Standard 621, the Coalition 
requested that Transport Canada include 
the marking requirements outlined in 
Advisory Circular Document No. AC 

600-001 issued on March 8, 2011. In 
addition to MET tower markings which 
are covered in the Advisory Circular, the 
Coalition requested obstruction lighting 
and marking requirements apply to all 
towers exceeding 50 feet in height, that 
are located outside the boundaries of a 
City or Town, on land that is primarily 
rural or undeveloped, or utilized for 
agricultural or forestry purposes. A 
request the meteorological industry 
develop and maintain a tower location 
directory available to all aviators online 
was also included. We will keep you up 
to date with further developments on this 
issue.

attention all CaIR Members! 
This year at the 2015 CAAA Conference in Winnipeg, Jim Peters, associated with CAIR, will be offering all CAIR 
subscribers the opportunity to schedule a one-on-one meeting. All meetings will be taking place on Friday, February 20th 
and space is limited, make sure you reserve your spot today! Pre-registration is required for a meeting with Jim. To book 
your session contact the CAAA office by February 13, 2015.  
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AIR TRACTOR, INC.  •  OLNEY, TEXAS 76374  

940.564.5616  •  AIRTRACTOR.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.
Rigby, ID 83442

p: 208-745-7654
f: 208-745-6672
e: chipkemper@aol.com

Parts: 800-736-7654
www.queenbeeair.com

Wherever your workday takes you.
Acre after acre, load after load, season after 

season. Your customers depend on you. You can 

depend on your Air Tractor and the people and 

company that stand behind it.
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australia: Calls for New aviation 
Rules to be deferred as Fallout from 

Major Review Continues
By robert Virtue

Pilots have called for the introduction 
of new safety regulations to be deferred, 
as the fallout from a review into air 
safety is finalized.

A major agricultural aviation 
association says the introduction of new 
regulations for the aviation industry 
should be deferred until the outcomes of 
a review into air safety are finalized.

The new regulations for the industry 
are due to be implemented in September, 
and among other things, focus on pilot 
licensing.

In November last year, the Federal 
Government ordered the Aviation Safety 
Regulation Review (ASRR), with a 
25-member panel, chaired by David 
Forsyth, to look into the regulation of the 
aviation industry.

A total of 37 recommendations 
came from the review, many of which 
proposed a significant overhaul to the 
regulatory authority, the Civil Aviation 
Safety Authority (CASA).

The ASRR report said that, “the 
current relationship between industry 
and the regulator is cause for concern.” 
As such, its recommendations state that 
CASA:

 “Changes its regulatory philosophy 
and, together with industry, builds an 
effective collaborative relationship on a 
foundation of mutual understanding and 
respect.”

“Publishes and demonstrates the 
philosophy of ‘just culture’ whereby 
individuals involved in a reportable 
event are not punished for actions, 
omissions or decisions taken by them that 
are commensurate with their experience 
and training. However, actions of gross 
negligence... should not be tolerated”

“CAsA’s Board exercises full 
governance control... the next Director 
of Aviation safety has leadership 
and management experience and 
capabilities in cultural change of large 
organizations.”

The Chief Executive Officer of 
the Aerial Agricultural Association of 
Australia, Phil Hurst, said with the 
release of the ASRR findings this month, 
the new regulations for the industry 
should be deferred.

“CASA is currently under a major 
review. A series of recommendations 
have been made, and we think it’d be 
prudent now to defer again (because 
these regulations have already been put 
back once) these regulations, until such 
time as the future of CASA becomes 
clearer,” he said.

Later this week, air transport officials 
and industry bodies are meeting in 
Sydney to discuss the new safety 
regulations at the Aviation Associations 
Forum.

Mr. Hurst said there are some 
concerns about the regulations, with one 
particular set of rules governing pilot 
licensing being 1,500 pages long.

“It’s quite a detailed package. Industry 
has been expressing concerns for some 
time about particular aspects of it. We’re 
very concerned that... CASA isn’t ready 
to transition.

“In our particular case in aerial 
application, we’re quite concerned about 
the interaction between the new aerial 
application rating and endorsement, and 
the fire fighting endorsement. 

“Make no mistake, the industry 
is right behind the majority of the 
recommendations that have already been 
made; we’re just now in the process of 

formalizing that... We want to make sure 
that it’s a seamless transition and we just 
don’t think we’re there yet.”

This week CASA has held information 
workshops for pilots in Parkes and 
Cowra.

Mr. Hurst said despite pilot’s concerns 
about the timing of the new rules being 
implemented, due to the unclear fate of 
CASA and how the regulations would be 
implemented, his organization supports 
pilots getting educated on the laws.

“One of the things we’ve learnt over 
the years is that anytime you have an 
opportunity to talk about aviation safety 
is a worthwhile exercise,” he said.

“The content to some degree is 
slightly less important than the fact 
that you are actually talking about [and 
focusing on] safety; so, we will still 
recommend to our members that it’s a 
useful exercise to go along and listen to 
what CASA has to say, and to focus on 
safety as we always try to do.”

Mr. Hurst said he hopes the 
relationship between industry and 
regulator improves as a result of the 
ASRR recommendations.

“A lot of the [new] regulations are 
not guidance for people trying to do the 
right thing; they are actually penalty 
provisions, so that if you are caught-out 
inadvertently doing the wrong thing, 
then you are treated as if it was an 
offence that you meant to commit.

“It does make it very difficult in an 
aviation safety environment to ensure 
that the regulations encourage safe 
behavior, and encourage a safe culture. 

“That’s a critical issue for us; we 
want a safe culture with plain-English 
regulations.”
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Welcoming New ag air Entrants
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd., 
December 2014

Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd. is 
pleased to be hosting another informative 
session for new Ag Air Entrants at the 
upcoming CAAA Conference in February 
in Winnipeg.

“New” means pilots, owners and 
ground crew with less than 5 years 
experience in the industry.

Why is the participation limited to 
those with less than 5 years experience?  
“We want to give new people a common 
setting where they can ask questions 
and get information in an environment 
without the ‘been there, done that’ 
group,” explains Allan, YAS Director of 
Maintenance.

This year we are hosting a pilot who 
was in our very first NEW to the Industry 
session we offered in Regina 2009.  He 
had just completed his first year of ag 

flying then and now he is running his 
own commercial operation!  He is keen 
to share his amazing experiences with 
everyone.  

Next up we have a Maintenance 
Control manual writer and Quality 
Assurance specialist with a specialty in 
Ag Air Operations.  He will share his 
experience including common mistakes 
operators make with their manuals 
and audits.  Whether you are already 
commercial or considering going 
commercial this presentation will help 
you see through the paperwork fog!  If 
you aren’t commercial you still need to 
talk with Transport and this session will 
help you too.

The lead maintenance people from 
Yorkton Aircraft will be on hand for the 
QA period and to speak with participants 
after the session and in our trade booth.  “I 
always enjoy talking to pilots and learning 

about their experiences in the cockpit,” 
comments Nathan Gordon, an AME with 
YAS, “maybe I can help them, and maybe 
I can learn from them too.”

The session is hosted the opening 
day of the CAAA conference.  “We 
hope participants will stay and register 
for the whole conference,” explains 
Cheryl.  “The conference is an excellent 
networking tool to meet fellow operators 
and the industry suppliers.”

Details:
Thursday, February 19th 2015
Fairmont Winnipeg
9:30 am to 11:30 am
Free to anyone in the AG Air Industry 
with less than 5 years experience
Conference information:
http://canadianaerialapplicators.
com/conference/

a New acronym 
At the CAAA Fall Board meeting, the 

Board held meetings with a variety of 
government agencies including Transport 
Canada.  During discussions it was 
mentioned that the term Flying Farmer 
is actually a term for members of the 

Flying Farmer Association which was 
founded in the 1940’s and not specific to 
agricultural operators.  To better describe 
the different types of aerial agricultural 
operators, the CAAA, Transport Canada 
and CAIR have agreed to refer to 

operators as either Certified Operator, 
(CO’s) which are operators holding an 
AOC or Non-Certified Operator (NCO’s). 
Hopefully this will assist in clarifying the 
different types of ope rators for members, 
regulators and the public.

The Aviation Innovation Specialists

www.TurbineConversions.com
616-837-9428 est

We have what you need!

Single Point Fueling,
Seeding Gates, P&W and GE
Turbine Kits, Thrush Leading
edges,  Full Swivel Tail
wheels plus a lot more!Turbo Cat TM

P&W Kit

Auction items have been arriving in our office in anticipation of 
the 29th Annual Conference in Winnipeg, MB on Friday, February 
20, 2015. Here is a quick preview of some of the items available 
this year. Check it out!

NAME ITEM
Univar Canada Ltd.   4 Winnipeg Jets Tickets
Lane Aviation, Inc.  Lane Electronic Brake
Bayer CropScience Inc. 4 20 Acre Jugs of Prosaro &
 4 40 Acre Jugs of Proline 
Portage Aircraft Maintenance Ltd. Windsock and A/T RC Plane
Ag Air Update Pen & Ink Drawing
Ag Air Update 2 Tumblers
ManageWise, Inc. Disney Planes Package
ManageWise, Inc. Michael Kors Watches

Caaa 2015 auction: Sneak Peak



Caaa 2015 Conference, 
annual General Meeting 
and trade Show

February 19-21, 2015
Fairmont Winnipeg
2 Lombard Place
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0Y3 

The Canadian Aerial Applicators 
Association is proud to announce the 29th 
Conference, Annual General Meeting & 
Trade Show. 

Registration, sponsorship, and exhibitor 
registration forms are available for download 
at http://www.canadianaerialapplicators.
com/.  

Special room rates starting at $165.00 
have been negotiated with The Fairmont 
Winnipeg. You can book your room 
online for the Conference by visiting 
https://aws.passkey.com/event/11706221/
owner/56419/home or by calling 204-985-
6212. Be sure to mention you are a Canadian 
Aerial Applicators Association delegate.

New this year to the conference, a night 
with the exhibitors! Rather than travelling 
out into the brisk Manitoba winter, stay 
inside and enjoy delectable appetizers, cool 
cocktails and lively music while catching up 
with your fellow aerial applicator exhibitors 
and learn what is new and upcoming in your 
industry. 

If you have any questions regarding the 
AGM or any other conference information 
please contact Shauna or Tamara at 
780-413-0078 or via email at events@
canadianaerialapplicators.com.

Make sure you don’t miss out on this 
fantastic conference featuring new education 
sessions including a renowned Canadian 
economist focusing on the aerial application 
industry, a PMRA Regional Manager and a 
strategic communications specialist. Make 
sure you sign up today and don’t forget 
to renew your CAAA 2015 membership 
for you preferred member rate and your 
company listing in our 2015 Membership 
Directory.  

tHURSDaY, FEBRUaRY 19, 2015
9:30 am – 11:30 am Yorkton Aircraft Service –Young Pilots 
 Session (open only for pilots with less 
 than five years of experience)

10:00 am – 11:45 am Registration

12:00 pm – 2:00 pm Opening Lunch with Speaker – Todd Hirsch

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Session – Todd Hirsch

3:30 pm – 5:30 pm Credit Session - CAIR Safety Seminar

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Exhibits Grand Opening

10:00 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite

FRIDaY, FEBRUaRY 20, 2015
8:00 am – 9:00 am Credit Session – PMRA 
 - Marcie Smerchanski

9:00 am – 10:30 pm Exhibits Open

10:45 pm – 11:45 pm Media Session - Rob Wozny

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Awards Luncheon

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Exhibits Open

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm  CAAA AGM

2:15 pm – 5:00 pm Spouse Program

6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Reception

7:00 pm – 10:30 pm Banquet and Auction

10:30 pm – 1:00 am Hospitality Suite

SatURDaY, FEBRUaRY 21, 2015
8:00 am – 9:30 am CAIR AGM with Breakfast

9:45 am – 11:45 am Pratt & Whitney Session

11:45 am – 12:30 pm Lunch

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm Credit Session – Alan McCracken

CONFERENCE SCHEDUlE

Spouse Program
This year’s Spouse Program will 

focus on the ever changing world of 
photography! Make sure you bring 
your favorite camera this year to the 
CAAA Conference and learn how to 
use it like an expert! 

This class will cover the basics 
of capturing great images with your 
point and shoot camera. We’ll discuss 
the most frequently used settings, 
how to overcome common problems, 
and some important tips & tricks you 
can use to make your images more 
interesting. This class is suitable for 
users of any point and shoot style 
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Resby Coutts 
Master of Ceremonies

Resby Coutts turned a 1971 University 
of Manitoba Agriculture Economics 
degree and an early professional career 
with Manitoba Agriculture and CKLQ 
Radio in Brandon into a broadcast, 
marketing and public relations freelance 
business which spanned the next 35 
years. The diversity of his projects, 
ranging from publication contracts with 
the Manitoba-North Dakota Zero Tillage 
Association to management contracts 
with the Canadian Angus and Canadian 
Shorthorn Associations, covered most 
aspects of western Canadian agriculture. 
During that time, he served for four years 
as a Director of the Agricultural Institute 
of Canada, ending with a year as AIC 
President.  In more recent years, a lifetime 
interest in curling has provided both a 
broadcast/reporting and volunteer outlet 
– including a double term as President of 
Curl Manitoba from 2011 to 2013.

Rob Wozny 
Sound Strategy Communications Ltd.

Rob’s session will cover dealing with 
the media and key messaging; knowing 
what to say and how to say it. When 
presenting for the MAAA, Rob briefly 
touched on this topic and it sparked a 

lot of interest so he will expand on these 
topics in his CAAA presentation. 

His objective will be to focus on:

• Assessing the crisis or emerging 
crisis

• Designing a crisis communications 
team 

• Designation of spokesperson(s)

• Drafting key messages as required 
and in-advance

• Review your rights as a 
spokesperson 

• Reinforce material by reviewing 
case studies

Alan McCracken

Alan has helped numerous aerial 
applicators grow their businesses by 
assisting farmers to increase their crop 
yields using ag-aviation.  His proposed 
session is titled “How to Defend and 
Grow your Aerial Application service by 
Helping the Farmers Produce More.”

His session’s main objective will 
be to draw attention to the quality of 
aerial application and to challenge some 
outdated concepts such as increasing the 
spray volume as a crop grows taller and 
denser coupled to the leaf area per acre.

• Increase efficiency of application, 
plan integration of ground + aerial

• Increase the efficacy of the products, 
aerial often more effective than ground 
and have many clients abandoning ground 
machines and now using aerial.

• Minimize “off-target” losses with 
more product on the crop.

• Maximize productivity of the crop 
and profits for the grower.Numerous trials 
have proven higher crop yields when 
sprayed using reduced spray volumes.

• Techniques on how to control droplet 
evaporation as a tool in maintaining 
the quality of application in addition to 
controlling spray drift.

Product labels: Considerations on how 
to change the labels for the benefit of the 
grower and the applicator.

He would like to open a debate on the 
concept of eliminate the use of water as a 
vehicle for the delivery of agro-chemicals, 
since it has been proven for years that 
chemicals work better when applied in a 
highly concentrated formulations at low 
volumes.

Marcie Smerchanski 
PMRA Regional Manager 

Marcie Smerchanski will be offering 
a credit session, stay tuned for more 
information

Todd Hirsch 
ATB Financial Chief Economist 

Will cover topics regarding business 
planning specific to aerial application 
businesses such as; how to manage/
prepare for inconsistent business cycles, 
knowing when to sell your business and 
how to get interest for buying into your 
company.

SPEakERS & SPECIal GUEStS

camera, and even camera phone users 
will be able to apply some of the 
lessons we will be covering. This class 
is hands-on, so come prepared with 
a camera, fully charged battery and 
empty memory card.

Agenda:

• Most-used controls and features

• Taking photos
• Reviewing photos
• Making your photos more
   interesting
• Solving common problems
• Built-in scene modes
• Useful tips and tricks
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CAAA welcomes Todd Hirsch as the 2015 
Keynote speaker!

Todd joined ATB Financial in May 
2007 as its Chief Economist. As the 
bank’s top economic expert, he tracks 
and analyzes developments in North 
America’s economy. Todd spends most 
of his time crisscrossing the provinces, 
sharing these economic insights at over 
150 presentations a year.

Todd provides economic commentary 
for CBC, CTV, The Globe and Mail, The 
Business News Network and the BBC 
and other local, national and international 
news outlets. 

He received his BA Honours in 
Economics from the University of Alberta 
and an MA in Economics from the 
University of Calgary. Since completing 
his education in 1993, he has held a series 
of economist positions at a variety of for-
profit and public sector organizations, 
including the Canada West Foundation, 
the Canadian Pacific Railway and the 
Bank of Canada. For almost a decade, 
Todd taught economics at the U of C.

Todd has been recognized for his 
service to his field and community. In 
2011, he was named a Rising Star by 
Oilweek magazine and one of Alberta’s 
50 Most Influential People by Alberta 
Venture magazine. He was recently 
honoured by the federal government with 
the Diamond Jubilee Medal, and in 2014 
he was appointed to the Alberta Economic 
Development Authority.

In February 2012, Todd released his 
first book, The Boiling Frog Dilemma: 
Saving Canada from Economic Decline.

Todd has expressed great interest in 
working with the aerial applicators. He 
will be conferring with several members 
of the CAAA Board of Directors’ as 
well as his research team to ensure these 
sessions are relevant and valuable to our 
members.

The keynote session will cover today’s 
economy and economic horizon relevant 
to the agriculture industry; provincially, 
nationally, and globally.

The additional session following lunch 
will cover topics such as;

• How to manage and economically 
prepare for inconsistent business cycles

• Business planning such as;
» How to know when to sell or 

retain  your business
» How to generate interest for 

buying your company

Winnipeg is the capital city and the 
largest city of the province of Manitoba. 
It is home to CFL’s Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers and NHL’s newest hockey team, 
the Winnipeg Jets. Winnipeg was named 
the Cultural Capital of Canada in 2010 by 
Canadian Heritage, featuring 26 national 
historic sites. The city is famously known 
for Winnipeg the Bear, which later became 
the inspirational children’s cartoon 
character “Winnie-the-Pooh.” The bear 
was purchased in Ontario by Lieutenant 
Harry Colebourn; he named the bear after 
the regiment’s home town of Winnipeg. 
A. A. Milne later wrote a series of books 
featuring the fictional Winnie-the-Pooh. 

Historic attractions in 
Winnipeg
The Manitoba Museum

The Manitoba Museum is an award-
winning heritage and edutainment 
centre welcoming thousands of visitors 
each year. It features an ever-changing 

variety of touring and specialty exhibits 
in addition to its Planetarium, Science 
Gallery and nine spectacular permanent 
galleries. The museum offers a vivid 
portrayal of Manitoba’s rich and colourful 
history.
Riel House National Historic Site of 
Canada

Take a glimpse into the life of Louis 
Riel, Metis leader and founder of 
Manitoba, as his family’s historic house, 
resorted to its 1886 appearance.
Royal Canadian Mint

The Royal Canadian Mint’s facility 
in Winnipeg produces billions of coins 
each year. This is where ALL Canadian 
circulation coins are made, as well 
as those for over 60 governments all 
around the world. A newly-renovated 
guided tour overlooks the state-of-the-
art manufacturing facility revealing the 
precise art, craft, and science of coin-
making! 

 The Forks
One of the loveliest public spaces in 

Winnipeg and a must-see for any visitor. 
The Forks is an exquisite riverside 
attraction in the heart of downtown 
Winnipeg.

It has been a meeting place for over 
6,000 years. Early Aboriginal peoples 
traded at The Forks, followed by European 
fur traders, Métis buffalo hunters, Scottish 
settlers, riverboat workers, railway pioneers 
and tens of thousands of immigrants.

Today, framed by the banks of the two 
rivers, The Forks is Winnipeg’s number 
one tourist destination with more than four 
million visitors annually.

Winter, spring, summer or fall, The 
Forks is a must for a stunning array of dining 
experiences, incomparable shopping, a 
constantly changing slate of entertainment 
and events, and many unique attractions 
that encompass the site’s natural, historic 
and man-made features.

 Welcome to Winnipeg

2015 keynote Speaker
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CCaa Online training
The Canadian Aerial Applicators 

Association has partnered with the 
Canadian Council for Aviation & 
Aerospace (CCAA) to offer training 
and skills development opportunities 
to CAAA membership. All CCAA 
training is directly linked to a national 
occupational standard or specific 
Transport Canada regulatory 
requirement. Customizable in-company 
options are also available upon request. 

CAAA members receive a 10% 
discount on CCAA training and 
workshops and can be found on the 
CAAA Members Only page under 
CCAA Online Training.

A brief synopsis of some of the 
training available is listed below: 

Human Factors Online Training This 
online course, designed for all employees 
in the aviation and aerospace industry, 
meets the requirements of Canadian 
Aviation Regulations 573.06(3) and 
723.28(4). Customization and in-class 
options are available upon request. 

Online Canadian Aviation 
Regulations Training Individuals 
employed in manufacturing, 
maintenance, and design occupations 
including those performing elementary 
work will benefit from these 17 online 
modules outlining the applicable 
Canadian Aviation Regulations. 
Available online and in both English and 
French, these modules are organized by 
occupation to ensure that individuals 
receive the necessary required training. 

CCaa tRaINING WORkSHOPS 

Quality Systems Auditor Workshop 
This two-day workshop provides a 

detailed overview of the steps involved 
in the audit process and its importance 
in enhancing operational safety and 
improving performance. 

Quality Assurance Fundamentals 
Ideal for personnel new to the role 

of managing quality; accountable 
executives; and experienced aviation 

personnel who wish to become 
managers, this one-day workshop 
provides a comprehensive overview 
of quality fundamentals. Examples of 
content covered include understanding 
various management systems and risk 
management techniques; and creating 
and interpreting policy documents

Quality Assurance Manager 
Designed for Quality Assurance 

Managers, Operational Managers, 
Accountable Executives and Experience 
aviation personnel who wish to become 
managers, this one-day workshop 
provides a comprehensive overview 
of the role and responsibilities of the 
Quality Assurance Manager, including 
Quality improvement roles, Quality 
management process, Develop and 
manage an audit plan and Manage QA 
performance and conformance.

Fatigue Risk Management Workshop
Intended for all employees in the 

aviation and aerospace industry, this two-
day workshop, providing an overview of 
fatigue management in an operational 
environment, enables your company 
to design and implement an effective 
Fatigue Risk Management Program. 

Persons Responsible for Maintenance 
Control System Workshop

Designed for individuals becoming 
or already employed as the Person 
Responsible for Maintenance Control, 
this one-day workshop provides 
participants with an understanding 
of the responsibilities of the Person 
Responsible for Maintenance Control 
Systems permitting individuals to remain 
compliant with regulatory requirements. 

Introduction to the Audit Process 
This two day workshop is intended 

for individuals managing or providing 
oversight of large segments of the 
business function of operators; and those 
likely to interact with auditors. Upon 
successful completion of this workshop, 
participants will possess a thorough 

understanding of how to prepare, react, 
and respond to an audit. 

Aircraft de/anti-Icing/Surface 
Contamination Workshop 

Facilitated by Leading Edge De-icing 
Specialists Ltd, this workshop applies 
the clean aircraft concept to the process 
of de-icing. Teaching participants to 
recognize errors and apply de-icing 
procedures this two-day workshop will 
assist your company to maintain safe 
operations. 

Human Resources and Training 
Solutions for Small Airports 

Created in response to a 2010 
study, this one-day workshop 
provides participants with a thorough 
understanding of challenges and 
solutions to issues facing small airports. 

Executive Risk Management 
Briefings 

This series of 2 hour modules, 
including Accountable Executive, 
Fatigue Risk Management and Person 
Responsible for Maintenance Control, 
provide regulatory information and 
enhances protection against potential 
areas of liability for senior executives in 
the aviation and aerospace industry.

Employee Assessment Training and 
Development Workshop

This workshop describes how to 
develop an employee training plan, 
using National Occupational Standards 
and other tools, to suit the unique need 
of your organization.

Airside Worker Safety and Security 
Certification Workshop 

This workshop provides any worker 
going airside with the necessary safety 
and security information and personal 
responsibilities to minimize accidents. 
This 1 or 2 day workshop is available in 
English in French and is customizable to 
address specific company requirements. 
Participates in this workshop will benefit 
from a comprehensive overview of the 
hazards of working airside.
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Caaa Winter Board Meeting Update
The CAAA Winter Board meeting 

was held in Louisville, Kentucky in 
conjunction with the NAAA Annual 
Convention.  Numerous issues were 
discussed with several new initiatives 
being undertaken.  The CAAA provided 
SERG with a proposal to undertake 
testing with a variety of nozzles at 
different water volumes.  The proposal 
is in its formative stages so further 
information will follow.

The CAAA decided to implement 
a pilot program, previously tested in 
2010, to provide a free one year pilot 
membership to each student graduating 
from an accredited Ag Flight School.  
This will allow the newer pilots to 
participate in the association and observe 
the benefits of becoming a long-term 
member.  

Much of the Board meeting was 
dedicated to discussing a variety of 
regulator issues.  The PMRA provided 
the CAAA with a list of 23 active 
ingredients based upon the prohibitions 
of all uses in an OECD member country. 
These 23 pesticide active ingredients 
are included in the following document; 
h t tp : / /www.hc-sc .gc .ca /cps - spc /
alt_formats/pdf/pubs/pest/decisions/
rev2013-06/rev2013-06-eng.pdf   and as 
well the list can be found in the Members 
Only section of the CAAA website.  

The PMRA clarified why there is 
a difference between the number of 
applications by air versus ground on the 
Matador label.   PMRA establishes the 
use directions on the label, (eg., number 
of applications by air Vs. ground), 

based upon science based assessment of 
information submitted by the registrant. 
In the case of Matador, PMRA 
established the number of applications 
by air for various crops in early 2000. 
The label directions were based upon the 
PMRA’s review of the environmental 
fate and toxicity of cyhalothrin-lambda 
and potential drift. This active ingredient 
is presently under re-evaluation and 
PMRA will be examining the current use 
directions as part of that re-evaluation. 

Regarding TDG, the PMRA 
explained that as part of the pesticide 
assessment, under the Pest Control 
Products Act, PMRA doesn’t review 
the information on “dangerous goods 
classification”.  PMRA evaluates the 
health and environmental risks, the 
value of pesticides, and establishes the 
conditions of use.  Transport Canada 
is responsible for the administration of 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Act and Regulations, and the dangerous 
goods classification is reviewed under 
this Act. 

Transport Canada topics discussed 
included Flight Duty Times, (see article 
page 6), Tower Marking initiative, (see 
article page 6), NCO’s, and UAV’s.  An 
Advisory Circular was issued regarding 
new regulations for UAV’s and it can be 
found in the Member’s Only section of 
the CAAA website.   

Immigration Canada has made 
sweeping changes to their Temporary 
Workers program which appears to 
include aerial application.  The CAAA 
is reviewing the changes to the program 

and the impact it may have on the 
industry.  

The following  2015 CAAA 
Committees have been established to 
assist with the many initiatives and issues 
to be addressed by the Association.
• AGM Committee - Mike Alarie, 

Nelson Almey and Dave Frisch
• CAP Clinic Committee - Shaun 

Kinniburgh, Dave Frisch and James 
Pottage

• Partnership & Auction Committee 
- Benoit Tetreault, Nelson Almey, 
Dave Frisch, Shaun Kinniburgh and 
Mike Alarie, Colin Bevan

• Transport Canada Committee 
- Dave Davies, Benoit Tetreault, 
James Pottage, Shaun Kinniburgh, 
Paul Zimmer and Clark Oberholtzer, 
Mike Alarie

• PMRA Committee - Jon Bagley, 
Peter Hansen, Nicholas Girard and 
Pat Stinnissen

• Tower/Power Line & Wind Farm 
Committee - Nelson Almey, Mike 
Alarie and Paul Zimmer

• National Pesticide Review 
Committee - Fran de Kock and 
Dave Davies

• Business Survey - Paul O’Carroll 
and James Pottage

• Mentorship Committee - Paul 
O’Carroll

Next CAAA Board Meeting will be 
held February 18, 2015 in Winnipeg.

Ontario to Restrict Use of Pesticide 
linked to Bee Deaths

eric Atkins  |  reprinted from The Globe and Mail, November 25, 2014

The Ontario government plans to 
restrict the use of a class of agricultural 
pesticides linked to the widespread 
declines in honeybees and other 
pollinators.

The move is opposed by the province’s 
chemical and agriculture industries, 
which say neonicotinoid pesticides are 
vital tools that growers of corn and 

soybeans use to protect their harvests 
from yield-destroying insects.

The pesticide, which renders plants 
toxic to pests, has been blamed for 
the deaths of honeybees and other 
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beneficial insects that are responsible 
for pollinating one-third of the food we 
eat.

The province said on Tuesday it 
wants to reduce the acreage planted 
with neonic-treated seeds by 80 per 
cent within two years.

To do so, the government is 
proposing to restrict the sale of corn 
and soybean seeds treated with neonics 
to farmers who can show their fields are 
susceptible to pests, verified by a third 
party. Farmers must also complete pest 
management training and document 
their efforts to eliminate pests such as 
wire worms and grubs.

The proposals will be subject to 
public consultations and in place by 
July 1, which is when growers begin 
buying seed and supplies for the 
following growing season.

Ontario would become the first 
province or state in North America 
to regulate the pesticides, which 
are halfway through a two-year 
moratorium in Europe amid concerns 
over environmental impacts.

“We know, and farmers recognize, 
there are risks associated with the use 
of neonicotinoid pesticides. We also 
know that, in certain circumstances, 
they are an important tool for farmers 
and help to increase production and 
maintain a reliable food supply for our 
province,” said Jeff Leal, Ontario’s 
Minister of Agriculture.

The Grain Farmers of Ontario said 
the steep target is effectively a ban that 
disregards efforts its members have 
taken to reduce risks to honeybees. 
Farmers changed their planting 
methods in the past spring to minimize 
the amount of neonic-laced dust that 
is kicked up during seeding by fitting 
their machines with deflectors, at 
the direction of Health Canada. And 
neonic-treated seed now comes with 
a wax-based fluency agent that is 

intended to reduce the dust that can be 
immediately fatal to bees.

“A reduction at this level puts our 
farmers at a competitive disadvantage 
with the rest of the country and the 
rest of the North America,” said Barry 
Senft, chief executive officer of the 
group that represents 28,000 farmers. 
“It will mean smaller margins for grain 
farmers and could signal the transition 
away from family farms to large 
multinational farming operations that 
can sustain lower margins.”

More than half of the hives in 
Ontario did not survive the past winter, 
losses that beekeepers and some 
scientists say are attributable to neonic 
poisoning on top of the other threats 
to bees, which include virus-carrying 
mites and starvation over long winters. 
Losses across Canada averaged 25 per 
cent, higher than the 15 per cent that 
is considered normal and sustainable, 
said the Canadian Association of 
Professional Apiarists.

Ontario said it wanted to reduce 
winter bee deaths to 15 per cent by 
2020.

In Ontario, all corn, canola and 
most soybean seeds are coated with 
neonics. The province has said just 10 
to 20 per cent of the five million corn 
and soybean acreage requires neonics 
to ward of yield-destroying insects. 
The pesticide is also used by growers 
of flowers, fruits, vegetables and sod. 
The Ontario plan covers only corn and 
soybean, which are grown for animal 
feed or biofuels.

Meanwhile, Health Canada is re-
evaluating its approval of products 
containing the three most widely used 
neonics in partnership with the U.S. 
regulator.

Beekeepers in Ontario and Quebec 
have launched a class-action lawsuit 
again the chemical companies to 
recover the financial losses they allege 
they have suffered as a result of bee 

deaths. These costs include lost honey 
production and replacing dead bees.

Tibor Szabo, president of the 
Ontario Beekeepers Association, said 
a raft of studies has shown “overuse” 
of neonics is the core problem for 
honeybee health. The blanket use of 
the chemicals has discouraged farmers 
from trying other methods to control 
pests, Mr. Szabo said.

“There’s a growing preponderance 
of research showing [neonics] are 
quite dangerous and they stay in the 
environment for a long time,” said 
Glen Murray, Ontario’s Minister of the 
Environment. “We’re not doing this on 
an emotional basis. We’re doing this 
on an evidence basis.”

The chemical companies that make 
neonics and are the main sellers 
of pesticide-coated seeds say the 
pesticides are safe if used as directed, 
and are less harmful to people and 
the environment than older classes of 
chemicals.

A representative of the chemical and 
agricultural companies said the plan 
places a “burden” on vendors to police 
who can buy which kinds of seed. And 
the pesticide makers might simply 
overlook the Canadian market as a 
place to make investments or introduce 
new crop technologies, said Pierre 
Petelle of CropLife Canada, which 
represents pesticide makers Bayer, 
Syngenta and others.

“When they look at markets where 
they should invest, where they should 
register the newest technologies, 
Canada hasn’t always been at the 
top of that list, mostly because of 
market size,” Mr. Petelle said in an 
interview. “But when you add this 
layer of interference, if you will, at 
the provincial level, it’s going to make 
Canada an even less interesting place 
to invest. The real risk I see is future 
innovations, the new technologies.”
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alberta beekeepers oppose neonicotinoid 
pesticide ban:

No reason to take vital tool from farmers, commission says
Amanda stephenson  |  reprinted from the edmonton Journal, November 28, 2014

Calgary – Alberta farmers and 
beekeepers say the Ontario government 
is making a mistake with its plan to 
restrict certain agricultural pesticides in 
an effort to combat bee deaths. 

The move, the first of its kind in 
North America, will see Ontario crack 
down on the sale of neonicotinoid 
pesticides, which have been linked 
to large-scale-honey-bee deaths in 
that province. Not only have Ontario 
beekeepers lobbied for a moratorium 
on the use of this class of pesticide, 
but some have lunched a class action 
lawsuit against the chemical companies 
that make the products. 

Here in Alberta, though, beekeepers 
say there is no evidence that 
neonicotinoid pesticides are harming 
their hives. And canola growers – 
virtually all of whom use seed treated 
with the produce – are fearful that 
Ontario’s move could inspire similar 
bans or restrictions elsewhere. 

“The government of Ontario has 
decided to reduce the use of a product 
without a plan for what’s going to 
happen to solve the problems that face 
farmers are going to face,’ said Ward 
Toma, general manager of the Alberta 
Canola Producers Comission. “They’re 
giving the consuming public the 
absolute wrong impression, and they’re 
creating a fear about the food system 
that should not exist.”

Neonicotinoid pesticides have been 
in use in Canada for a decade. When 
introduced, they were considered safer 
for the environment than alternative 
pesticides because they could be used 
as seed treatments rather than broad 
spectrum sprays and targeted only the 
insects directly attacking the plants.

There were no significant reports 
of bee mortalities associated with 

neonictinoids in Canada until the 
spring of 2012, when a large number 
of bee deaths began to occur in parts of 
Ontario. 

The resulting Heath Canada 
investigation concluded that dust 
generated during seeding contained 
traces of the pesticides, and appeared to 
be playing a role in bee mortality. 

Since then, a number of mitigation 
measures have been put in place, 
including new dust deflectors on seeding 
equipment and the development of a 
dust prevention coting on neonictreated 
seed. 

Health Canada stated earlier 
this week that bee mortality reports 
associated with the pesticide use during 
2014 are 70 percent lower than in 2013. 
Still, the agency continues to review the 
use of the products, in partnership with 
regulatory bodies in the United States. 

Toma said the problem with a ban 
or restriction like the one in Onatrio is 
that it could force farmers back to an 
older class of pesticides, such as the 
organophosphates once used by canola 
growers. 

“That stuff was effective, but nasty,” 
Toma said. “That’s why we want to use 
the neonicotinoids-- they’re not very 
toxic at all.”

Kevin Nixon, an Innisfail beekeeper 
and director of the Alberta Beekeepers 
Commission, said he sees no reason to 
take an important tool away from the 
agriculture industry. Alberta produces 
50 percent of Canada’s honey, yet has 
not seen the kind of massive bee die-
offs that have been experienced in 
Ontario. 

“The Prairie provinces are not very 
exposed to these neonics, because all 
the canola seed is treated with them, 

and we just have not seen what they’re 
claiming in Ontario,” Nixon said.   

Julie Crill, press secretary for 
Alberta’s Agriculture Minister Verlyn 
Olson, said there are no plans in 
this province to restrict the use of 
neonicotinoids. She pointed out that 
Alberta’s bee winter-kill rates have 
declined by 50 percent since 2010. And 
a provincial study that examined bee 
pollen found non-existent—or very 
minimal—levels of neonic residue.



CAAA New HorizoNs JANUArY 2015 17

Caaa Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program Provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA 

has gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially dialogue with applicators throughout the year. Below is a list of 
applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any new 
applicator or a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone of them if you have questions or need advice during the season;

 
Jon Bagley Operator Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723

Matt Bestland Pilot Bus: 204-736-2467 Cell: 204-771-1980

allan Denesowych Maintenance Engineer Bus: 306-786-7007 Cell: 306-621-5137

Fran de kock Operator/Training Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547

Bruce Gair Pilot Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278

Brent lange Operator/Farmer Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831

Clarion Seib Pilot Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171

Wayne Silzer Operator/Farmer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

Statistics Canada Release Updated 
Canadian Honey Bee Numbers

reprinted from CropLife Canada, December 15, 2014

Statistics Canada has released 
updated numbers on the beekeeping 
industry in Canada. According to these 
latest numbers, honey bee colonies in 
Canada are up to 201,620 from 181,283 
a year ago. 

 The numbers for Ontario are 
especially interesting. Colony numbers 
in Ontario went from 97,500 in 2013 to 
112,800 in 2014 (an almost 17 per cent 
increase) while honey production went 

from 6.4 million pounds in 2013 to 8.2 
million pounds in 2014 (a 29 per cent 
increase). Since Ontario beekeepers 
reported a 58 per cent loss last winter, 
these statistics suggest that Ontario’s 
hive numbers increased by around 180 
per cent between May and November.  

In light of the fact that some in favour 
of banning neonics have claimed that 
colony number increases are not an 
accurate measure of progress because 

beekeepers increase their hive numbers 
after winter losses by splitting hives or 
starting new ones (which results in more 
numerous - but weaker - colonies), the 
fact that these “weaker” hives managed 
to produce 29 per cent more honey than 
the previous year, while also meeting 
the pollination needs of the horticulture 
sector, certainly calls into question the 
legitimacy of these claims.



As the world leader in getting the job done, we’re proud of the agricultural 
aviators who help farms large and small fertilize crops, control insects and 
eliminate weeds. Together, we’re producing maximum crop yields from 
fewer acres, keeping tractors off wet fields to prevent topsoil runoff, and 
spraying for pests and diseases three times faster than any other form 
of application can. The result is 71 million acres of U.S. cropland that’s 
protected and productive. Which makes Ag Aviation the next best thing  
to sliced bread.

For more information about agricultural aviation or to learn more about  
Thrush Aircraft, visit us online, or call Eric Rojek at 229.789.0437.

Where innovation is nothing new.

Right in the  
Old Bread Basket.
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thank you to our Sponsors
Diamond

Interag

Platinum
BASF

Pratt & Whitney Canada Inc. 

Gold
Air Tractor, Inc.

Covington Aircraft
Syngenta Canada Inc.

Silver
Battlefords Airspray

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc. 
Thrush Aircraft Corporation 

United Agri Products Canada Inc. 
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

Bronze
4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global

Aerial Spray & Charter Ltd.
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AG-Nav Inc.
AgResource

AgriSmart Information 
Systems
Agri-Tow

Alberta Aerial Applicators 
Association

Arystra LifeScience Canada
ATP Nutrition
B.L. Aviation

Brandon Flying Club
C.P Products LLC

CAIR
Can Pro Gator Centre

Canadian Propeller Ltd.
Central Florida Ag Aero
Cheminova Canada Inc.

Conair Group

E.I du Pont Canada Company
Executive Flight Centre

Flight Fuels, Inc.
Forest Protection Limited

GE Aviation
GIS4AG.com

Goulet Aircraft Supply
Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.

Grondair
Heath Canada

Hope Aero Propeller & 
Components

Lane Aviation, Inc.
ManageWise, Inc.

Manitoba Aerial Applicators 
Association

MICCAR Aerial Ltd.
Micronair Sales & Service Inc.

Mid-Continent Aircraft 
Corporation

Monsanto Canada, Inc.
Nufarm Agriculture Inc.
Oldfield Kirby Esau Inc.

Omex Agriculture Inc.
PetroValue Canada

PolyWest
Portage Aircraft Maintenance 

Ltd.
PropWorks Propeller Systems 

Inc.
Provincial Airways

Queen Bee Air Specialties Inc.
Saskatchewan Aerial 

Applicators Association
Sky Tractor Supply

SOPFIM
Tulsa Aircraft Engines Inc.
Turbine Conversions Ltd.

Univar Canada Ltd.
Universal Turbine Product

Valent BioSciences Canada, 
Ltd.

Vector Aerospace
Westman Aerial Spraying Ltd.

 



The CAAA office has sent out 
this year’s business survey via 
email and would like to ask you 
to take the time to complete the 
survey. The information gathered 
from this survey is invaluable, 
not only will it benefit your 
individual company, but it will 
also provide the CAAA with 
statistics to use with sponsors 
and regulators when lobbying 
for industry change or support. 
All Members who complete the 
survey will receive a compilation 
of the survey results. If you have 
any problems with the survey 
please contact Shauna at 780-
413-0078. The survey will close 
February 28, 2015.

Business Survey
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Classifieds
aIRCRaFt

Cessna 188 Sale - 1975 Cessna 188B for sale. 3321 TTAF. IO-550 conversion with 502 TTSN. Hartzell 
prop 365 TTSN , Satlock Bantam with flow control. New radios. Contact Scott at 306-220-8638 or 
skosmenko@gmail.com

EMPlOYMENt
3 PILOTS NEEDED FOR THE 2015 SEASON - SKY AG SERVICES LTD., Lafleche, Sask. needs 3 
Commercial Pilots for the 2015 summer season, May-Sept 15, 2015. Applicant requires a minimum 2000 
hrs. Turbine Time and/or 1500 hrs. Air Tractor Turbine Time and a minimum of 300 hrs. Forestry Protection. 
Position offers top pay package to the dedicated individual, commission base position with base salary at 
$60 hr./40 hr./week. Applicant must have a clean flight record. Send resume outlining all aerial application 
experience and references, if available, to skyag2@hotmail.com. We will only accept resumes or questions by 
email. PLEASE DO NOT APPLY UNLESS ALL CRITERIA CAN BE MET. 
Contact 306-472-5757 or Skyag@sasktel.net 
Sky Ag Services Ltd., Box 336, Lafleche, Sk. SOH 2KO

PaRtS, EqUIPMENt aND SERVICES
PT6A Engines for sale! PT6A-28 TSO 0/866/2525 PT6A-27 TSO 2250 PT6A-34 TSO 0 
Contact preeves@jsamiami.com or 817-354-2002

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: info@

canadianaerialapplicators.com
Home Page: 

www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 
Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076


