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About the CAAA

The primary objective of the CAAA is to promote safety and 
professionalism amongst its participating members. The CAAA works 
with federal and provincial government agencies to design policies 
that are fair and equitable and, above all, that protect both rural 
customers and urban dwellers. The CAAA advises regulatory agencies 
on matters pertaining to the safe and efficient aerial application of 
pesticides and other crop inputs.

CAAA AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Each of our members believes in environmental safety. They know 
their business relies on a healthy and sustainable environment. Our 
members work hard at protecting the environment and have a healthy 
respect for nature.

CAAA AND SAFETY
Transport Canada, Agriculture Canada, Health Canada, Environment 
Canada and their provincial and municipal counterparts are only a few 
of the government departments which the CAAA works with to ensure 
safe application of pesticides and other products.
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President’s Report
M I K E  A L A R I E

Providing a great product and excellent 
customer service attracts customers to 
companies that may lead to rapid growth. 

At first glance, it ’s a problem we’d all like to have -- 
demand for business growing so quickly it outstrips 
one’s ability to supply. However, appealing it may 
seem, rapid growth is accompanied by specific 
dangers and potential liabilities that can capsize a 
company just as quickly as having too little growth. 
When a business is growing too rapidly, demand 
is intensified on each employee and the team as a 
whole. If excess demands persist too long, it may 
lead to cutting corners in an attempt to please 
everyone. The result will be an inferior service, 
an increase in customer dissatisfaction and a 
breakdown in a company’s safety culture. 
Maintaining an effective safety culture is critical for 
any company. A safety culture’s objective is to cut 
down on injuries suffered by employees and keep 
them free from harm. Risk process models often 
place identification of hazards as the first step in 
risk management. In reality, awareness precedes 
everything else. The aim of safety awareness is 
more than simply being able to identify hazards and 
risks as they arise. The aim sharpens one’s ability to 
identify the early signs. 

Operators with lesser experience should be aware 
of their elevated risks of an event occurring when 
accompanied by the following two factors -- rapid 
growth and hiring pilots with minimal experience. 
Beginner pilots of single seat aircraft will go through 
a pretty steep learning curve environment and need 
oversight and mentorship. A mentor can play a 
significant role to shorten the length of the learning 
curve for the novice pilot and help sharpen his or her 
decision-making skills. Refining these pilot skillsets 
is necessary to foster a work environment free of 
accidents as they embark on a new career.          
Wherever one stands as a pilot or operator along the 
experience continuum, much can be learned from 
each other. We are a close-knit industry with many 
tools at our disposal. Tools such as mature provincial 
and regional associations as our disposal that hold 
spring and fall training sessions and meetings. On 
the international scale, you will not find a better 
venue than the NAAA’s Ag Aviation Expo. This year, it 
will be held in Reno, Nevada December 6 - 9, 2018. 
You can find particulars of the event at agaviation.org. 
On a national scale, operators, pilots and allied 
members need to mark their calendars and are 
encouraged to partake in the “CAAA Conference & 
Tradeshow.” This premier event is sure to achieve 

your professional goals and business objectives. It 
will be held at the Hotel Bonaventure in Montreal, 
Quebec on February 21 - 23, 2019. I always look 
forward to meeting new people and old friends at 
these events and hope all members will take full 
advantage of being in attendance to learn and share 
their knowledge and experience with others. 
The CAAA Board of Directors will meet in Ottawa 
on October 17 - 18th. We invite members to raise 
issues of concern with CAAA and their provincial 
board members. The CAAA fall meeting agenda will 
include a great number of issues that include policy 
decisions affecting our industry from regulators 
such as Transport Canada, PMRA and Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada.
I will close with the following sidebar. If anyone is 
planning a trip to Costa Rica over the winter, give 
Sunquest HeliTours a call (sunquesthelitours.com) 
as part of your planning for a sight seeing tour you 
are sure never to forget. The owner is a member, a 
Director and an adamant supporter of CAAA and a 
good friend. In full disclosure, I am not a shareholder 
of Sunquest HeliTours. I am simply a man who enjoys 
inserting the unexpected in my writings. I only 
request readers who decide to take my advice and 
the offer do the following:

1. Let the owner Paul know that his friend Mike says “Hi!”
2. Let him know you appreciate the 50% off coupon he is providing exclusively for CAAA members. 
3. Please don’t tell my lovely wife Gisele I am taking her there for our anniversary. Let it be our little secret 12
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Executive Director Report
S H A R A  TA R D I F

As the season winds down and the last 
flights are flown the CAAA office is busy 
preparing for the 2019 Conference and 

Tradeshow in Montreal. We are working on a few 
finishing touches which promises to make the 2019 
Conference and Tradeshow one not to be missed! 
Please visit the News & Events page on the CAAA 
website for all the details. 
I have been working on a report to send to the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program Taskforce in 
hopes of having aerial application added to the 

National Commodities List; allowing applications 
for temporary foreign pilots through the Agriculture 
Stream. This would make the application process 
more accessible and eliminate the high cost of 
application. The report is designed to educate the 
Program Taskforce as to the specifics of the aerial 
application industry in Canada and highlights the 
dependency some Operators have with regards 
to bringing in temporary foreign pilots to meet the 
demands of aerial application in Canada. Please stay 
tuned as this is a lengthy process but we are hopeful 
progress can be made.

I also had the opportunity to visit Jonair and 
celebrate their launch of Portage Aircraft Specialties 
on becoming the first Air Tractor dealer in Canada. 
The celebration was complete with a presentation 
from Jim Hirsch, President of Air Tractor, and Dalton 
Hill and Natanael Vaz, from Pratt & Whitney Canada. 
Congratulations again to Dave Frisch and the entire 
team at Portage Aircraft Specialties; this is exciting 
news for the entire aerial application industry in 
Canada.

Above: (left ot right) Dave Frisch, Jim Hirsch, Dalton Hill, and Natanael Vaz at the Portage Aircraft Specialties Ltd. 
opening
Left: (left to right) Lunch and networking at the grand opening
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Alberta Report
D A R R E N  T I E D E

Saskatchewan Report
T E D  A N D E R S O N

Hard to believe another season is nearly 
in the books. It has been a summer of 
extremes in big sky country, extreme 

dry south to extreme wet in the peace country. 
The consensus seems to be a mediocre season, 
preharvest work continues to be on the upswing for 
our industry, it seems rain or shine, hope the issues 
swirling around glyphosate don’t change that.  Hope 
all were able to find enough work to keep busy 
anyway.
As I am sure all are aware by now, past President 
and friend to many, Peter Hansen passed away this 
summer. Peter ’s commitment to firstly his family and 
secondly our industry was unconditional. He loved 
what he did, and it showed in his commitment to 
safety and professionalism. Condolences to his family 
as they find their new normal going forward without 
him. He is missed.
God Speed Peter.

On a lighter note it is nice to see Westwind Airspray 
continues with Nathan Goertzen at the helm. 
Welcome aboard Nathan and all the best.
Seems a rather quiet (thankfully) summer on the 
legislative front. A reminder to Alberta operators 
to review changes to our provincial service 
registrations. The biggest change being if your 
service physically moves or the ownership changes 
structure, your registration is automatically cancelled, 
and you must reapply. 
Our November 5-6 meeting is all set to go with LOTS 
of credits available and some good information to 
be shared, all are welcome regardless of where you 
call home. It ’s good to see among them is a session 
with Transport Canada. Funding constraints have 
prevented their attendance for several years.
That’s all for now.

We had a mixed bag in Saskatchewan 
this summer with some operators 
having their slowest year ever to some 

that were very busy. The second year of drought in 
the Southwest has resulted in the slow down where 
the crops are suffering however the North was more 
fortunate with plentiful rain and bountiful crops. 
Unfortunately, there was a fatal accident this year in 
Saskatchewan, our thoughts and prayers go out to 
all those involved, especially family and friends. We 
must remember to keep safety first, so we can come 
home safe tonight especially when we get busy, take 
breaks when you get tired.
The SAAA SEAT Program has been delayed by 
Transport Canada. They pointed out that most of us 
have Certificates of Airworthiness on our Aircraft that 
state Agriculture only which excludes fire fighting. 

Our training stipulated using Agricultural Aircraft 
which would remove booms to do occasional fire 
suppression which has been approved by the Aircraft 
manufactures. Transport Canada will not approve 
this without an STC for a fire gate. We do not want to 
follow other SEAT programs that have seen limited 
use with most of the fire gates gathering dust in the 
corner of the hanger while occasionally fire fighting 
without the fire gate. Saskatchewan Emergency 
Management and Fire Safety will continue to pursue 
this endeavour in the best interest of public safety 
after the wildfires last fall. 
Wings of Saskatchewan will be in Saskatoon this 
year on October 24-26 at the Saskatoon Inn, it is 
promising to be another great opportunity to meet 
and greet old friends and network with the aviation 
community. Hope to see you all there.
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Manitoba Report
D AV I D  F R I S CH

ECC Report
PA U L  Z I M M E R

As another season draws near the end I sit 
and write what will be my final presidents 
report as my term with the MAAA, and 

CAAA draws to an end.  I have enjoyed my time 
serving on the MAAA, and CAAA board, developed 
long lasting friendships, and have had many 
memorable experiences along the way.  
This past year has been a busy one dealing with 
the final decision regarding the use of Mancozeb 
by air on potatoes. This issue is far from being 
resolved, and will require ongoing consultation 
with our industry, and PMRA.  I would like to thank 
all parties, especially the KPPA, and the CAAA in 

assisting in having our voice heard, which inevitably 
helped overturn the current final decision, and given 
us more time to prepare for a more in-depth re-
evaluation of Mancozeb.  
There are currently other products under review, 
that will require the CAAA, and other stakeholders to 
remain vocal.   Our associations remain strong with 
the volunteer support of our members, and operators.  
If you or one of your pilots are interested in joining 
their provincial association I strongly urge you to put 
your name forward whether a pilot member, or an 
operator, The MAAA elections are up this November, 
and we will have a completely new board, with a 

new board comes new ideas and a refreshed view 
of events effecting our industry.  Many of our grey-
haired peers have retired, and our group of members 
which represent the same number of airplanes has 
decreased.   To keep our industry’s voice strong, 
I urge members to support their association, and 
step forward to support the industry that supports 
them.  Without CAAA, and provincial association’s 
keeping open dialogue with provincial, and federal 
governments the aerial industry’s voice will be non-
existent. 
In closing I wish everyone a safe end to your season, 
and safe travels to Montreal in February. 

This time last year I was directing members to 
donate to the production of “Before the Plate”.  
Well the documentary has been completed 

and I was fortunate to be able to attend a screening 
this August at an invite only event that was followed 
by a dinner at “Canoe”, a high-end Toronto restaurant 
where we ate a meal that was prepared from the 
ingredients grown on the farms that were part of the 
production. I have to say that Dylan and his crew did 
a great job. It was a well-balanced piece that dealt 
with GMO, non-GMO, organic growing, the use of 
pesticides, and yes, they even added a little creative 
license by portraying aerial application as part of the 
overall crop production process that ended up on our 
plates at that event.
I wish I could tell you where to get a copy of the 
documentary but as of today no copies are available 
for viewing until a distribution agreement has been 
finalized and inked. Check the Before the Plate 
website for updates but I will let the CAAA office 
know when it is available.
Another topic we were discussing was the upcoming 

TC changes to the Flight and Duty times. Well on that 
front we are still waiting for decisions but while we 
were all focusing on those changes we allowed CRM, 
Crew Resource Management to slip by us without 
much notice. That little piece of regulation has been 
passed and needs to be implemented by January of 
2019. I am still trying to figure out how a single pilot, 
day VFR operation requires this training, but I better 
get it figured out soon.
On the aerial application side, we are nearing the end 
of our season. Unlike what I have heard about some 
areas in the west in Ontario the taps were turned 
on at the 12th hour before any long-term losses were 
experienced. Regular and timely rains helped crops 
reach their potential and kept us working. 
On our forestry programs we rely on a short window; 
the time between when the conifer crop trees shut 
down for winter and is unaffected by a broad-
spectrum herbicide application, and the killing 
frosts that make spraying the competing vegetation 
useless. Climate change has been pushing that 
start date back, and I would be safe to say that we 

start out programs a full week later than we did 20 
years ago. What hasn’t followed suit is the delay 
of those killing frosts. On September 7th we had 
temperatures not that far north of Lake Superior dip 
to -4*C. Although we do get occasional frosts they 
do not tend to be as low or prolonged as we are now 
experiencing which is also reducing the window on 
the back side. The result is hectares get dropped 
from the program and profitability is decreased.
Although we are not allowed to use glyphosate on 
Ag in the east we do use a lot on the Forestry side. 
Opposition is continuing to build and the recent 
California settlement that awarded a man $289M 
because he contracted cancer from the Round-up 
product he was using at the golf course where he 
worked will not help. Apparent the California court 
system has taken a page out of Trumps playbook and 
allowed into evidence some alternate facts, as the 
last I heard the link between cancer and glyphosate 
was equal to that of coffee, and smoked meat; in 
other words, not, a legitimate contributing factor.
I am looking forward to putting this season to bed.
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Mancozeb and metiram update
K A R E N  D AV I D S O N

SEP T E M BER  2 7,  2 0 18  B Y  R EPR I N T ED  F R O M  T H E  G R O WER

The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ 
Association (OFVGA) in concert with 
the Canadian Horticultural Council have 

successfully argued for a change in PMRA’s decision 
to cancel uses of mancozeb.
In June 2018, the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency (PMRA) announced that commonly used 
fungicides – mancozeb and metiram – will be 
eliminated in most horticultural crops. According 
to that decision, all uses of products containing 
mancozeb (Manzate, Penncozeb, Dithane, Ridomil 
Gold MZ and Gavel) and metiram (Polyram) were to 
be cancelled with the exception of foliar applications 
to potatoes.

On August 15, the PMRA agreed with industry to 
restart the review process for mancozeb only. PMRA 
agreed that the consultation document did not meet 
transparency requirements under the Pest Control 
Products Act. The decision for metiram could not be 
reversed for legal reasons. As of June 2020, metiram 
(Polyram) cannot be used on any crop except 
potatoes and the label will reflect that change.
“This is the best outcome we could hope for given 
the circumstances,” says Charles Stevens, chair of the 
crop protection section, OFVGA. “PMRA has verbally 
communicated that all current final decisions and 
proposals regarding MRLs will be removed and a 
new pre-proposal for consultation for mancozeb 

will be posted in the next few weeks. At that point, 
the industry will have only 90 days to respond, 
so industry must get ready for these timelines. All 
current uses remain in place for these products until 
otherwise communicated.”
For background, go to: “PMRA plans to eliminate 
mancozeb and metiram fungicides” in the August 
2018 issue of The Grower or go online to: http://
thegrower.org/news/update-mancozeb-and-metiram
Re-evaluation Decision RVD2018-21, Mancozeb and 
Its Associated End-use Products

(left) Charles Stevens, right, dis-
cusses future of the apple industry 
with researcher Dr. Daryl Somers, 
Vineland Research and Innovation 
Centre. Photo by Glenn Lowson.
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Pest Management Regulatory Agency
AUGUST 24, 2108

The Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) will be re-issuing a Proposed Re-
evaluation Decision document (PRVD) in 

respect of mancozeb and its associated end-use 
products to allow for an informed consultation to 
take place. Although PRVD2013-01 for mancozeb 
outlined dietary risks of concern, the associated 
risk management proposal (that is, the proposed 
regulatory decision) was inadvertently not included. 
The proposal should have stated, based on the 
dietary risk assessment, that all uses were proposed 
to be cancelled, rather than stating that certain uses 
were proposed for continued registration with further 

risk-reduction measures proposed. When conducting 
the mandatory consultation during a re-evaluation, 
the Pest Control Products Act requires that a 
summary of any evaluation, the proposed decision 
and the reasons for it be set out in the consultation 
document (the PRVD).
A new PRVD is anticipated to be released in 
the coming weeks. This will include a 90-day 
consultation period followed by a review of any 
information received before a final decision is issued.
In the meantime, the final decision document 
(RVD2018-21) has been withdrawn and there will be 
no changes to the labels or registration status of the 

existing products. In addition, the mancozeb-related 
information in the Proposed Maximum Residue 
Limit document for Ethylene bis-dithiocarbamate 
(EBDC) Fungicides (PMRL2018-27) is also withdrawn 
because it is based on the conclusions reached in 
RVD2018-21.
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‘Crop-dusting’ drones drop biodegradable sensors instead of pesticides
LU K E  D O R M E H L

REPRINTED FROM DIGITAL TRENDS

From self-driving tractors to farming robots, 
there’s no doubt that agriculture is in the 
middle of a high-tech shakeup. But a new 

proposal from researchers in Saudi Arabia and the 
U.S. could take things to the next level — by using 
drones to carry out a futuristic version of crop 
dusting; only they’ll be dispersing tiny sensors in 
place of crop protection products.
These 3D printed biodegradable sensors, called 
“PlantCopters,” are modeled after dandelion flower 
and maple seeds, which can float through the air in 
a manner similar to miniature helicopters. They will 
then get stuck on the leaves of crops, where they can 
keep track of plant growth, health, and surrounding 
microclimate. This data can then be transmitted via 
Bluetooth.

“Due to complexity and expense, [similar technology 
has previously been out of reach for many] farmers, 
especially in the developing countries where most 
of the farming takes place,” Muhammad Mustafa 
Hussain, a professor of electrical engineering at King 
Abdullah University of Science and Technology, told 
Digital Trends. “We are reducing both complexity and 
price to bring high tech to farming. This development, 
when widely deployed, will generate big data which 
can be used by artificial intelligence to make and use 
execute intelligent decisions using robotics. This is 
the first step toward that direction.”
At present, the work is still in its relatively early 
stages. Researchers on the project have created 
long-lasting, low-power sensors which they have 
shown can detect even tiny amounts of growth 

changes in plants and then transmit this data. They 
have also demonstrated that prototype PlantCopters 
can be successfully dropped from a height of 50 feet, 
although a mass airdrop has not yet been attempted.
However, the promise of such a project is immense. 
Alongside some of the other agricultural technologies 
we mentioned up top, this hints at a data-driven, 
autonomous future for farming. Not only will tools of 
this type give farmers more information about their 
crops, they could also hopefully free up some of their 
time, too.
A paper describing this project, titled “Compliant 
plant wearables for localized microclimate and plant 
growth monitoring,” was recently published in the 
journal npj Flexible Electronics.
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Welcome to the ‘off’ season!

The flying is done now what?  Most operators will now say there is no such thing 
as the off season.  The ‘non-flying’ months are a time for maintenance, continuing 
education, updating manuals and paperwork, paperwork, paperwork.
Both the CAAA and the provincial associations can help!  The provincial 
conferences and the CAAA Annual Conference in February are excellent 
opportunities to obtain all your required credits.  They are also great ways to speak 
with your suppliers and network with your colleagues; learning any new tricks they 
may have discovered during the season or discuss any missteps that could turn 
into learning opportunities.
UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS INCLUDE:

• The Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association – October 24-26, 2018 
in Saskatoon, SK

• The Prairie Protective Fund Annual General Meeting – October 24, 2018 in 
Saskatoon, SK

• The Manitoba Aerial Applicators Association – November 13, 2018 in 
Portage la Prairie, MB

• The Alberta Aerial Applicators Association – November 5-6, 2018 in Red 
Deer, AB

• The Wild Rose Protective Fund Annual General Meeting – November 6, 
2018 in Red Deer, AB

• The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association – February 21-23, 2019 in 
Montreal, QC

Did you know that the CAAA offers several sample manuals in the Members’ Only 
area of the website?  
The off season is a great time to review all of your paperwork and update any 
manuals.  The CAAA website has several sample manuals posted including:

• Maintenance Control Manuals
• Operations Manuals
• SMS Manuals and Ground Crew Manuals.

EDUCATION
The off season is not only a great time to educate yourself but is an opportunity 
to educate your community.  Take the time to meet with your town council and 
educate them on the benefits of aerial application.  The more they know the more 
likely they are to work with you instead of against you with regards to towers and 
airports.
Visit a classroom!  Start promoting aerial application to students in your community.  
You never know when you will meet a future ag pilot!  The CAAA has created an 
education video that is available for use through our YouTube channel.  If you would 
like a copy on a USB stick, contact the office.

CAAA PAPERWORK
There are also a couple items the CAAA needs your help with over the winter.  

• Take the time to nominate someone for a CAAA award.  Our members 
deserve to be recognized for their outstanding contributions. Forms are 
available on the website and also in this issue of New Horizons.

• Complete the CAAA Business Survey. The information gathered from this 
survey is invaluable, not only will it benefit your individual company but 
it will also provide the CAAA with statistics to use with sponsors and 
regulators when lobbying for industry change or support. All Members 
who complete the survey will receive a compilation of the survey results.

• Renew your Membership!  Membership Renewals open December 1st.  
Your association is only as strong as its Members.  Make sure your voice 
is heard.
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Train better.
Fly safer.

Hot start. Generator failure. Flameout. They can 
spoil any ag pilot’s day if you’re not ready to deal 
with them correctly. But with our new factory 
training programs, you can be. At our dedicated 
Training Center in Albany, Georgia, we combine 
teaching in the classroom with time in both our 
new 510AS advanced flight simulator and in our 
dual cockpit 510P to create the most comprehensive 
turbine transition and re-currency training in the 
industry. We also conduct complete maintenance 
training as well on every aircraft we build. It’s all 
part of our Ag Aviation Safety Initiative and it’s 
only available at Thrush – where we believe better 
training leads to safer flying. And that helping you 
fly safely is our most important mission of all.

For more information about the 510AS advanced 
flight simulator and our new factory training 
programs, contact Robert Garrett at 229-789-0480.

Built the best, to fly the best.



CAAA is going to Montreal in 2019!
Watch the CAAA website and social media channels for conference updates as they happen!
HOTEL BONAVENTURE – AN URBAN OASIS

In the heart of downtown Montreal, The Hotel 
Bonaventure Montreal is a true urban oasis. 
Located over the top two floors of the Place 

Bonaventure, a 17-storey commercial and business 
complex, the hotel combines the benefits of a 
working environment and a resort. An architectural 
gem in terms of judicious space planning, The Hotel 
Bonaventure Montreal offers first-class conference 
rooms for organising large and small meetings, 
exhibitions, conventions and weddings.

Offering 397 spacious rooms including 5 luxurious 
suites, with stunning views of the gardens or the city. 
All rooms at the hotel have an ergonomic work area 
and free high-speed Internet access.
Energise in the outdoor heated pool all year round 
surrounded by 2.5 acres of beautiful gardens or 
sample one of our chef ’s creations at the Kube 
Restaurant; Every opportunity is good to enjoy the 
services offered.

The Hotel Bonaventure Montreal is a true Garden 
of Eden overlooking the bustling streets of the city. 
Connected to the underground city, Central Station 
and the business district, Old Montreal, and major 
attractions, this hotel is the perfect place for your 
next stay in Montreal.
The CAAA has negotiated a room rate of $179.00 for 
single or double occupancy.  Rooms can now be 
reserved online at:

bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?groupID=2239637&hotelID=97993

2019 CAAA Agricultural Aviation Scholarship
Presenting 3 separate scholarships for 2019 courtesy of CAIR, Thrush and Adama Canada

The goal of the CAAA Agricultural Aviation Scholarship is to strengthen the aerial application industry by helping CAAA Operators bring 
new pilots into the profession. Each applicant must be sponsored by a CAAA Operator, and scholarship recipients must use the proceeds 
for flight training or agricultural coursework at a university, college, community college or other institution of higher learning.

PURPOSE
To bring new pilots into Agricultural Aviation and help fund their training. Scholarship is to be used for flight training or ag-related coursework at 
a university, college, community college or other institution of higher learning.

AMOUNT
The CAAA Agricultural Aviation Scholarship Program will award one (1) one-year scholarships to a deserving, qualified student(s) participating in 
one or more of the following programs:

1. A certified flight training program
2. An agriculture, agribusiness or ag vocation program for a second-year or later student(s) enrolled in a 2-year or 4-year program of 

study at an accredited junior college, college or university.
CAAA will award one $2,000 scholarship annually for the life of the program. One award per applicant.  The CAAA reserves the right to withhold 
scholarship if no suitable application received.

ELIGIBILITY
1. Entrant must be sponsored by an CAAA Operator.
2. Prior CAAA Agricultural Aviation Scholarship winners are not eligible.

SPONSOR
1. Each applicant must be sponsored by an CAAA Member Operator.
2. An Operator may sponsor only one applicant per year.

APPLICATION
Applicant should fill out ALL “applicant information,” sign the form and give the application to the CAAA Operator Sponsor.

DEADLINE
December 31, 2018
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MONTRÉAL, QC

info@canadianaerialapplicators.com
www.canadianaerial applicators.com/conference

2019 AGM, CONFERENCE &

TRADE SHOW

#CAAA2019
The Canadian Aerial Applicators Association 33rd Annual General Meeting, 
Conference & Trade Show is set to take place at the Hôtel Bonaventure 
Montréal. Take part in educational speaker sessions, visit 30+ vendors at 
our trade show, and enjoy the banquet and auction with industry members.
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M E M B E R S
M A T T E R

T h e  O n l y  W a y  t o  g o  i s  U p .

B e c o m i n g  a  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  C A A A  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  s o  e a s y .
A s  a  v a l u e d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  A e r i a l  A p p l i c a t o r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  y o u  c a n  r e a p  t h e  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  c o m e s  
w i t h  b e i n g  a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o p e r a t o r s ,  a n d  a l l i e d  m e m b e r s .  W i t h  
g r o w t h  c o m e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  w e  a r e  c o m m i t e d  t o  
c r e a t i n g  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  p i l o t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  a l i k e .

w w w . c a n a d i a n a e r i a l a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m / b e c o m e - a - m e m b e r

CAAA Awards
As you are going through this year’s 
season make note of those individuals or 
organizations that are worthy of recognition.

1.  AWA R D  O F  E XC E L L E N CE

Past Recipients:  2018 Jim Wood, 2016 
Clairon Seib, 2015 Dave Davies, 2014 Ken 
Kane, 2013 Jim Stonehouse, 2012 Brent 
Lange

2.  W I N G S  O F  A G R I C U LT U R E 
AWA R D *

Past Recipients:  2018 Benoit Tetreault, 
2017 Jeff Farr, 2016 Nicolas Girard, 2015 
John Bodie, 2014 James Pottage, 2013 Paul 
Zimmer, 2012 Nelson Almey

3.  T H E  A CE  AWA R D

Past Recipients:  2018 Darwin Penner, 2017 
Aaron Sadler, 2016 George Giesbrecht, 
2015 Tanner Denesowych, 2013 Keith 
Paetkau, 2012 Clayton Rempel

4.  T H E  J U M P S E AT  AWA R D

Past Recipients: 2017 Jonair – David Frisch, 
2016 Farm Credit Canada, 2015 Kevin 
Chorney – Bayer CropSciences, 2014 
Battlefords Airpsray, 2013 Univar Canada, 
2012 Bayer Crop Sciences Canada

5.  T H E  M V P  AWA R D

Past Recipients:   2018 Christine Frisch, 
2017 Bryan Dion, 2016 Ken Alarie, 2015 
Bonnie Brotherston-Bagley, 2014 Ryan 
Lecoq, 2013 Arlene Almey, 2012 George 
Scott

6.  T H E  C A A A  P I LOT  O F  T H E  YE A R 
AWA R D*

Past Recipients:  2018 John Floyde, 2017 
Rick Kornelson, 2016 Curtis Burke, 2015 
John Dornian, 2014 Gord Boklaschuk, 2013 
Jack Appleton

Each year the Canadian Aerial Applicators Association recognizes the achievements of its members and others 
dedicated to aerial application. The CAAA awards highlight the commitment and efforts of those who work to 
advance the industry.  It is up to you to nominate these unsung heroes and recognize their efforts with these 
six prestigious awards. 
The deadline for nominations is December 31, 2018. The awards will be presented at the CAAA convention in 
February 2019.

THE FOLLOWING SIX NOMINATION CATEGORIES ARE:

Application forms are available on the CAAA website www.canadianaerialapplicators.com. Contact the CAAA 
office for any additional information or questions you might have regarding the awards.

*Membership must be current by February 28, 2018 to be eligible.

CAAA 2019 Membership Renewals
For 2017, The CAAA together with the AAAA, SAAA, MAAA and ECC launched a new Membership renewal system to make your membership renewal simpler and easier.  
The new renewal system allows you to renew online, in one transaction, not only your CAAA membership but one or more provincial or regional memberships as well.  
This system will continue for 2019.  To renew in one simple online transaction, go to the website at store.canadianaerialapplicators.com/annual dues/new.  
Renewal forms will be sent out by mail at the end of November allowing you to pay online, or in office by cheque or credit card.  Online renewals will open December 
1st. If you have any questions regarding membership renewal, please feel free to contact Shauna by email at shauna@managewise.ca or by phone at 780-413-0078. 
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Second Opinion | How 
can a jury decide on 
a cancer cause when 
scientists can’t agree?
AUGUST 25, 2018, CBC NEWS

Despite jury verdicts, scientists and 
regulators remain unconvinced of cancer 
risk from glyphosate

Reading the headlines lately, it seems as though 
there is suddenly new clarity — at least in court — 
about certain exposures that cause cancer.
Two weeks ago, a California jury ruled that 
glyphosate—the most widely used herbicide in the 
world— caused non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 46-year-
old groundskeeper Dewayne Johnson, who was 
frequently exposed to Monsanto’s Roundup Pro weed 
killer at work. Monsanto was ordered to pay $289 
million US in damages. 
Last month, a Missouri jury awarded damages to 22 
women who claimed that talcum powder caused 
their ovarian cancer. Johnson & Johnson was ordered 
to pay almost $4.7 billion US.
Yet scientists have not been able to conclusively 
establish those cancer links. And Canadian health 
regulators, along with governments around the 
world, still permit the use of both products.
How can a jury be so certain of something while 
scientists and regulators remain unconvinced?
And how worried should the rest of us be about 
these cancer risks?
Part of the answer lies in the standard of proof.

“By no means should anybody take that to mean 
that it ’s now been demonstrated that those things 
cause cancer. That’s not what a court is designed to 
do,” said Scott Findlay, a biologist at the University of 
Ottawa who also studies the relationship between 
science policy and the law. He helped write the 
Science Manual for Canadian Judges.
Burden of proof
In civil litigation, jurors are told to weigh the evidence 
differently than a scientist would. They don’t even 
have to decide “beyond a reasonable doubt” as they 
would have to do in a criminal case.
Instead, they are asked to decide on the balance 
of probability. Did the exposure cause the plaintiff ’s 
cancer?  “I’m not sure, but I think so” is the answer 
one of the groundskeeper’s lawyers, Brent Wisner, 
told jurors they needed to reach in the glyphosate 
case. “That’s really the standard here,” he told them.
But scientists use a much different standard of proof 
when deciding if something causes cancer.
“When scientists investigate hypotheses about 
causes, the presumption is that A doesn’t cause 
B, and that presumption will stand unless there’s 
sufficiently compelling evidence to overturn it,” said 
Findlay.
“So, you can see there is a potential problem here. In 
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a civil proceeding, the standard is actually a pretty 
low standard.”
And in the end, jurors are free to decide which 
science and which experts to believe. Judge Suzanne 
Bolanos made that clear to the jury in the glyphosate 
trial
“As with any other witness, it is up to you to decide 
whether you believe the expert ’s testimony and 
choose to use it as a basis for your decision,” she said 
in her instructions. “You may believe all, part or none 
of an expert ’s testimony.”
What should the public believe?
But what should the public believe, especially when 
regulatory agencies don’t agree on the risk?
In 2015 the World Health Organization’s expert 
cancer body, the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) classified glyphosate as “probably 
carcinogenic to humans.”
But in a review last year Health Canada concluded 
that glyphosate “is unlikely to pose a human cancer 
risk.”
The IARC lists the use of talc-based body powder in 
the pubic area as “possibly carcinogenic to humans.” 
But Health Canada only restricts talc in baby 
products.
Despite the California court decision, Canadian 
health regulators, along with governments around 
the world, still permit the use of glyphosate. (Reed 
Saxon/Associated Press)
It ’s unlikely that scientists will ever have definitive 
answers to questions about cancer risk from widely 
used chemicals. That’s because it ’s unethical to do 
studies deliberately exposing people to see if they 
develop cancer.
“But that does not mean we shouldn’t act on the 
evidence that we have,” said Findlay. “Somebody has 
to decide at the end of the day how much does the 
positive evidence have to outweigh the negative 
evidence before we’re willing to say okay for the 
purposes of decision-making it causes cancer.”
“This is why you can have, with exactly the same 
science, two different regulatory agencies making 
completely different decisions.”
Duelling science
The court cases also reveal the issue of duelling 
science. In the talc and glyphosate trials, lawyers on 
both sides have challenged the scientific methods 
used and the potential for conflicts of interest among 
the researchers.
“You can design research to show that something 
is not harmful and maybe that it ’s even good for 
you,” said Colin Soskolne, an epidemiologist from the 

University of Alberta. He says court cases can help 
reveal the way science can be manipulated, even if 
they can’t make definitive scientific assessments. 
“Many cases get settled out of court. And they’re not 
allowed to talk about the settlement. Those cases 
don’t enter the public discourse and the scientific 
discourse.”
“But these [cases], where judgments are ruled, enter 
the scientific discourse and you can actually see all 
of the evidence that was produced in the process.”  
Already some glyphosate court documents have 
made headlines because they suggest company 
involvement in scientific papers that appeared in the 
scientific literature.
“So, it really is profoundly important for public 
policy. It doesn’t really advance the science a whole 
lot other than to help scientists to wake up to the 
fact that our science can be terribly misused,” said 
Soskolne.
Quebec court authorizes class action lawsuit alleging 
link between talc powder and cancer
It ’s not just the science that remains uncertain. The 
legal questions are still unresolved. Both companies 
have announced plans to appeal. And at the same 
time other plaintiffs are headed to court claiming 
damages from both glyphosate and talc powder.

Companies appealing verdicts as more plaintiffs 
head to court
On Thursday, Werner Baumann, CEO of Bayer, 
which acquired Monsanto in June, told analysts the 
company is now facing 8,000 plaintiffs in U.S. state 
and federal litigation. “These numbers may rise or 
fall over time, but our view is that the number is not 
indicative of the merits of the plaintiffs’ cases,” said 
Baumann.
“Glyphosate does not cause cancer. The verdict 
was wrong. We will appeal the jury’s opinion and 
continue to vigorously defend glyphosate, which is 
an essential tool for farmers and others,” Monsanto 
Vice President Scott Partridge said in a statement.
“We respect the legal process and have sympathy 
for anyone diagnosed with any form of cancer, but 
jury verdicts are not medical, scientific or regulatory 
conclusions about a product,” Carol Goodrich, Global 
Media Relations at Johnson & Johnson Consumer 
Inc., said in an email.
“To date, not one verdict against us has been upheld 
on appeal.  We will continue to pursue all available 
appellate remedies to defend the safety of Johnson’s 
Baby Powder because it does not contain asbestos 
or cause ovarian cancer or mesothelioma.”
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4 Ways Fast™ Helps Ag Aircraft Operators Grow Their Business
JULY 18, 2018, P&WC CUSTOMER SERVICE

Owners of aerial application aircraft worldwide can now request P&WC’s FAST™ engine prognostic and diagnostic solution as an add-on when buying a new PT6A-
powered Air Tractor aircraft. Here’s why it ’s an investment worth making.

1. ENABLING PLANNED MAINTENANCE
Many aerial application operators in the agricultural (Ag) sector run small businesses with tight margins. At the busiest times of the year, like the crop 
spraying season, it ’s essential that their planes are able to fly when called on. During these peak periods, any disruption to their operations because of an 
unscheduled maintenance event could mean a significant loss of revenue.
P&WC’s FAST solution can help these operators avoid the unexpected and ensure their aircraft are available when it matters the most. This system collects 
data on a host of key engine parameters and transmits it wirelessly for analysis. The results are then shared with the operator. The entire process happens 
within minutes of the pilot shutting down the engine. By comparing trends over time with baseline engine data, it ’s possible to track the engine’s health and 
provide suitable maintenance recommendations whenever needed.
As Michael Ellbogen, Sales & Marketing Manager, Digital Engine Services, explains, this enables operators to identify their needs in advance and plan around 
them. “Whether it ’s for the spraying season or for other aerial applications, Ag operators rely on the availability of their aircraft to make a living. They count on 
this asset as their main source of income, but they don’t necessarily have visibility into the health of their engines,” he notes.

“We have a customer support team that will guide operators through the entire entry into service process, 
from the time they place the purchase order with us to the time the actual FAST system is installed. 
Following that, we also coordinate the right training for them.”

– Michael Ellbogen, Sales & Marketing Manager, Digital Engine Services

2. DATA ACQUISITION DESIGNED FOR AG AVIATION
For most aircraft applications, engine health trend monitoring is done based on data acquired at cruising altitudes. But the mission profile is different for Ag 
aircraft, since the aircraft does not operate under a typical cruise profile.
FAST for Air Tractor aircraft has therefore been customized for the agricultural sector. Data is captured during takeoff instead of at cruise altitude, enabling 
high-quality flight-to-flight trending based on takeoff performance. What’s more, customers will receive all the training and support they need to ensure a 
seamless transition to using the FAST solution.

“What the FAST solution does is give these operators advanced insights, allowing them to create more 
of a planned maintenance environment for their business. This approach is instrumental in helping our 
customers achieve cost efficiency and aircraft availability.” 

– Michael Ellbogen, Sales & Marketing Manager, Digital Engine Services.

Thanks to the in-depth understanding of engine health provided by the FAST solution, Ag operators can also avoid unnecessary maintenance costs. These 
operators may, for instance, schedule a hot section inspection (HSI) after each spraying season, even though it might not be needed. By consulting FAST-
acquired trend signatures, however, experts working with the aerial application industry like Field Air ’s Cameron Wright, can optimize their maintenance 
activities and schedule an HSI or another event only when it ’s actually required:

“Knowing that P&WC’s FAST system is at work enabling consistent engine management further cements 
our performance confidence. Our ability to monitor and rapidly analyse the health of our engines has 
reached a pinnacle with the implementation of FAST. It has set the benchmark for engine analysis in our 
industry, for us it is the Future of Aviation Safety Technology.”

– Cameron Wright, Chief Engineer, Field Air Sales & Maintenance Pty Ltd.
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3. IMPROVING IN-FLIGHT PERFORMANCE AND TROUBLESHOOTING
The FAST system includes an aural alert function that sends a tone to the pilot ’s headset if the aircraft is on the verge of exceeding the recommended 
threshold for torque, interstage turbine temperature (ITT) or the like. The pilot can then act as needed to avoid going over the limit and keep the engine 
within its optimum performance range.
Another handy in-flight feature is the event mark button in the cockpit. If the pilot presses this during a flight, the FAST system will send an email notification 
after the engine has shut down with data covering the three-minute period before the event and the two minutes after it. Following landing, the operator can 
review this data for insights.

“First, this FAST solution feature allows operators to understand whether an event did in fact take place. 
It also helps them when it comes to troubleshooting the event,” explains Michael. “They can identify its 
severity and determine whether they need to perform maintenance on the engine or can dispatch the 
aircraft back into service.”

4. INNOVATIVE NEW FEATURES THAT LEVERAGE DATA
P&WC is continuing to explore the possibilities for applying data gathered with the FAST solution in order to support customers’ needs and reduce the 
workload related to specific operating environments. One feature it has introduced already for regional aircraft is propeller vibration trend monitoring, which 
expands the scope of FAST beyond engine health to the airframe.
As Michael explains, this FAST-based tool gives operators full visibility into the vibration levels of their propellers. Not only does this optimize propeller-related 
maintenance planning—it also helps make the flying experience more comfortable by allowing operators to consistently maintain lower vibration levels. This 
is especially appealing to operators in the Ag business given the amount of time they spend in their aircraft.

“Operators in the Ag sector spend eight hours a day or more in the cockpit of their aircraft. It’s their 
office. If we can improve their comfort level on a daily basis by keeping vibration levels to a minimum, 
that’s definitely an advantage”

– Michael Ellbogen, Sales & Marketing Manager, Digital Engine Services

Along with vibration trend monitoring, P&WC is also working on a solution that allows remote propeller balancing, which will make the process faster and more cost-
effective.
Thanks to features like these, the success of several pilot projects with Ag operators in different countries, and the enthusiasm for new data-driven technologies among 
operators, Michael expects more and more Air Tractor customers will opt to install the FAST solution. Discussions are also under way to introduce it on PT6A-powered 
Thrush Aircraft platforms.
The system is being embraced in other general aviation sectors too, including the aeromedical field. In July 2018, it also achieved two major milestones, receiving both 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and ANAC Argentina supplemental type certificate (STC) approval. Read our recent feature on how Australia’s Royal Flying Doctor 
Service is using the FAST system to learn more.
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Air Tractor, Inc.
Covington Aircraft

GOLD
AG-Nav Inc
BASF
Queen Bee Air Specialties
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

SILVER

ADAMA Canada
AgResource
Arysta LifeScience Canada
DuPont Crop Protection & Dow AgroScience Canada
Forest Protection Limited
Oldfield Kirby Esau
Portage Aircraft Maintenance
Provincial Airways
Satloc 
Syngenta Canada Inc.
Thrush Aircraft
United Agri Products Canada
Univar Canada Inc.

BRONZE

4-Av-Fuels
AEF Global
Aerial Spray & Charter
Aero-Recip (Canada) Ltd.
AgriSmart Information Systems
Agri-Tow
Airforce Turbine Service
Alberta Aerial Applicators Association
Avjet
B.L. Aviation
Battlefords Airspray
CAIR
Canadian Helicopters Ltd.
Conair Group Inc.

Diamond Doors
DynaNav Systems, Inc.
Executive Flight Centre
Farm Credit Canada
Goulet Aircraft Supply
Green Lea Ag Centre Inc.
Grondair Aviation
Hope Aero Propeller & Components
ManageWise, Inc.
Manitoba Aerial Applicators Association
MICCAR Aerial
Mid-Continent Aircraft Corporation
Omex Agriculture Inc.
Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association

SOPFIM
StandardAero
Storm Aeronautics
Transland
Valent BioSciences

FRIENDS OF THE CAAA

PLATINUM

DIAMOND



This is my 
everything

My customer relationships don’t start or end with an airplane sale.  
What comes before and after is just as important. Whether we’re old  
friends, or you are just getting started in the ag aviation business, I do my 
best to give you good advice and a fair deal. Your success is mine too,  
so I want this relationship to last for generations. 

Sales, service, support – and everything that goes with it. FIND YOUR DEALER AT

W W W.AIRTRACTOR.COM/DEALERS

Authorized Dealer :: Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.

208-745-7654

208-745-6672

800-736-7654

Phone:

Fax:

Parts:

136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.

Rigby, ID 83442

www.QueenBeeAir.com

ChipKemper@aol.com
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This is my 
everything

My customer relationships don’t start or end with an airplane sale.  
What comes before and after is just as important. Whether we’re old  
friends, or you are just getting started in the ag aviation business, I do my 
best to give you good advice and a fair deal. Your success is mine too,  
so I want this relationship to last for generations. 

Sales, service, support – and everything that goes with it. FIND YOUR DEALER AT

W W W.AIRTRACTOR.COM/DEALERS

Authorized Dealer :: Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.

208-745-7654

208-745-6672

800-736-7654

Phone:

Fax:

Parts:

136 N. Yellowstone Hwy.

Rigby, ID 83442

www.QueenBeeAir.com

ChipKemper@aol.com

PROFESSIONAL AGRICULTURAL TURBINE AERIAL APPLICATOR
POSTED BY: Wetaskiwin Aerial Applicators Ltd.
EMAIL:  waa@telusplanet.net
PHONE:  780-352-7833
WETASKIWIN AERIAL APPLICATORS LTD., requires 1 qualified commercially 
licensed Professional Agricultural Turbine Aerial Applicator for the 2019 season 
to fly an Air Tractor 502B Turbine. APPLICANTS MUST have 5 years or more 
experience, a minimum of 1000 hours turbine agricultural experience; AT502 
experience; an excellent working knowledge of SATLOC GPS, must be acceptable 
by CAIR as insurable (accident free record); be a member of the CAAA and be 
proficient in numeracy and reading, writing, and speaking English. They must 
also be competent at task planning, organizing, decision making. Applicants 
must be physically able to perform a physically demanding job in a fast-paced 
environment. CREDENTIALS: Canadian Commercial Pilots License, Alberta Aerial 
Pesticide License, Turbine Transition Training. DUTIES: to fly a fixed wing turbine 
agricultural aircraft safely and efficiently with the SATLOC GPS flight computer, 
to work with customers to create spray orders, to work in a professional manner 
with ground support crews, to perform daily checks on a turbine powered aircraft, 
to keep work logs in an orderly fashion, to be available to work when conditions 
are optimum, to keep current Canadian Commercial Pilots License and provincial 
pesticide applicators license. WAGES: Paid Monthly. Rate is $55.00 per hour, 40 
hours per week, overtime with remuneration. Wages are based on acres sprayed. 
Acres sprayed in a season depend upon weather and farm economy. Bonuses 
based on performance. Workers Compensation coverage as required by law. 
EMPLOYMENT TERM: Seasonal: Full Time from May 20, 2019 to September 15, 2019 
APPLY BY: 15-Dec-2018. Only successful applicants meeting all requirements will 
be contacted. APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED THRU EMAIL OR MAIL ONLY. Wetaskiwin 
Aerial Applicators Ltd. Box 6116 Wetaskiwin, AB Canada T9A 2E8 Email: waa@
telusplanet.net Website: www.wetaskiwinaerial.ca

Classifieds

NEW HOERNER WING TIPS
POSTED BY:  Travis Karle
EMAIL:   tc.accumark@outlook.com 
PHONE:    (306) 276-6840
New Hoerner Wing Tips off 2017 Air Tractor AT-502, factory painted Asking $7,000 
firm.

AIRPLANE & HELICOPTER AG-PILOT - HIGH EXPERIENCED
POSTED BY:  Luis Urrutia Martin
EMAIL:   luisurrutiamartin@gmail.com
PHONE:   +50230321302
My name is Luis Urrutia, 45-year-old, +7,000 flight hours on ag spraying, mostly 
AT602, and also very well experienced on AT502 & Thrush 510P for banana & 
sugar cane fields spraying since 1999, Ag Pilot on helicopters also, airline transport 
pilot on FAA and ICAO, +13,000 flight hours in total. Satloc Bantam and G4 operator, 
flow control and inteliflow operator. FAA & OACI current 1st class medicals Never 
had an accident I don’t have Canadian working permits but will love to begin 
any process to become eligible. I’m open to move to a place with my wife and 
kids in order to settle down and get a long-term working relationship. Certainly, a 
family person, good manners and good worker, no drugs or alcohol issues ever. 
Thanks for your kindly attention My best regards. Att Luis Urrutia +502 30321302 
Guatemala, Central America
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YOUR AD HERE.

Advertise here and support the betterment of the aerial application industry. 
Marketing through CAAA Publications makes it easier for you to reach your 
target audience and helps to increase awareness of your business.

ARE YOU ON THE MAP?

Contact the CAAA Office for more details!






