
and their resilience. Aerial applicators provide the most 
reliable method for timely and effective application of 
crop protection products and are one of the growers’ 
best returns on investment.  This spring there appears to 
be a fair amount of optimism in the farming community. 
Be ready to provide the quality service needed to make 
them profitable.

Have a prosperous and safe season!

N a t i o N a l  N e w s l e t t e r

Keep in Touch!
CAAA E-mail: caaa@telusplanet.net 

Home Page: www.CanadianAerialApplicators.com 
Phone: 1-780-413-0078 
Fax: 1-780-413-0076

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

By Nelson Almey

Once again, the CAAA annual conference was a 
great success. Jill Lane and her staff had taken care of 
every detail to make the Montreal conference seamless. 
Pratt & Whitney Canada, along with Benoit Tetreault 
and Paul Zimmer of the Eastern chapter, must be 
commended for their role as hosts.  The ice breaker at 
the Bell Centre, hosted by Pratt & Whitney, and the tour 
of the Pratt & Whitney plant at Longueuil, Quebec were 
once in a lifetime opportunities for many attending and 
will long be remembered.

Thank you to the auctioneer, Wayne Kauenhofen 
and to emcee Les Kletke for making the fundraising 
auction the liveliest and definitely the most successful. 
Thank you to all the contributors and the buyers at the 
auction. Remember the supporters and sponsors of our 
association when considering in-season purchases.

Register soon for the CAAA calibration clinics in 
the prairie provinces with clinicians Dennis Gardisser 
and Clayton Rempel. Spring is trying to be early with 
unseasonable 10 - 20 degree Celsius temperatures in 
early March. Planting will be coming up quickly; now 
is a great time to run refresher courses and make sure 
staff and equipment is ready for the season.

Farmers are confronted with the ever-increasing 
pressure to produce more for less, while costs rise. The 
climate in which they operate has never been predictable, 
but now it seems even less so. The one thing we know 
for certain is the new season will bring with it a new set 
of challenges that test farmers’ creativity, adaptability 

CAAA New HorizoNs April 2012 1

Inside:
•  26th CAAA Annual Conference and Trade Show

•  Obstructions Can Kill!

•  Analysis: Canada farms fear consolidation

•  Back in the Saddle Again

•  CAAA Board of Directors

•  CAAA Scholarship

•  Hidden Towers

•  CAAA 2012 Award Winners

Vol. 19 No. 1 april 2012



2 CAAA New HorizoNs April 2012

boxes, and The Montreal Canadian’s 
dressing room.  

One of the other events held at this 
conference was a tour of the Pratt & 
Whitney plant which employs 4500 
people in Montreal.  This was quite 
an honor for all involved as it was 
the first time a group had ever been 
allowed to tour the plant during working 
hours.   Pratt & Whitney recognizes 
the Agricultural Aviation Industry as a 
growing industry with a great future.   

The Spousal Program was also a 
success.  A tour and tour guide had been 
arranged for an entire afternoon. The 
twelve spouses who attended walked 
through Old Montreal with a tour guide 
who explained Montreal’s history and 
the duality of this great city. Later in the 
week, a bus tour of Montreal was offered 
to both members and their spouses.    

Thanks to all the sponsors!!  Their 
continued support is greatly appreciated 
and contributed to making the auction 
a huge success.Special recognition to 
Pratt & Whitney and Covington Aircraft 
Engines for their strong support.  

Please take note that Saskatchewan 
will be hosting a Calibration Clinic in 
Shaunavon, Yorkton and Battleford.  
Further information regarding these 
clinics will be sent out to all members 
at a later date. 

Until next time....

MANITOBA
Kevin Groening

Greetings from sunny Manitoba!
Spring time already!  When is winter 

coming?  I am sure that we pay for all 
the great weather that we have had. A 
grower had commented after returning 
from a trip to Mexico that the locals 
asked him why Canadians always talk 
about the weather, his response was that 
it is always changing.

one council making motion’s for the 
towers to be marked as well as an online 
database for any aerial applicator in the 
Municipality. I have a couple more to 
meet with next month and I really hope 
we can get the same response.

 The 4A’s would also like to ask for 
volunteers for Agie Days as well as the 
Calgary Stampede. If you are interested 
please notify the office and they will 
give you the times and the dates. If you 
don’t volunteer we will find you!!

Cheers

SASKATchEwAN
Paul O’carroll

Mother nature is a little confused this 
year as the winter across Canada has 
been very mild with little to no snow, 
but that could change. For those who 
enjoyed a sunny warm winter in the 
south... you also missed a sunny, warm 
winter in Canada.  Once again, mother 
nature pulled a fast one on ‘the snow 
birds’. However, the season ahead could 
be a dry one!

Of course the big news in Canadian 
agriculture and one that will have 
international implications, is the passage 
of Bill C-18. The move to end the 
monopoly of the CWB has been a 
polarizing issue in many parts of our 
country. There are many roles for the 
CWB to play in a de-regulated market 
but we will have to see how that unfolds.

 The CAAA conference in Montreal 
was a great success.  Several events made 
the conference both fun and informative.  
The Icebreaker evening, sponsored by 
Pratt &Whitney was held at the Bell 
Centre.  All members and their guests 
were treated to ‘a Taste of Montreal’ 
consisting of some of Quebec’s favorite 
foods.   As well, anyone wishing to 
tour The Montreal Canadian’s home 
rink (The Bell Centre), where treated 
to a visit to Coaches Corner, the Media 

ALBERTA
Shaun Kinniburgh

It was nice to see a great turn out 
at the CAAA in Montreal. I would 
like to thank everyone involved in the 
convention planning as well as all the 
sponsors and exhibitors. Thank you to 
Pratt & Whitney Canada for their great 
hospitality in Montreal and the tour of 
their facility. It was simply amazing. Not 
to mention all the other things Montreal 
had to offer. 

  Since the AGM we have been busy 
with a few things here in Alberta. The 
power companies have been pushing 
really hard to place a few new large 
power lines around the province. Some 
local organizations have won by getting 
the line to move elsewhere but the 
challenge is still difficult for us. No 
matter what, the line is going to be built 
somewhere. 

  In areas where aerial application is 
used they are realizing that maybe they 
need to look at other ways to work with 
the local producers. Things that they are 
looking at are smaller towers so that the 
applicator can still maneuverer over 
them as well as work a quarter section 
with a line on the north and west side 
as an example.

  If they are willing to work with 
us here it will really help on the aerial 
application end of things. Ideally we 
would like to see the lines go away but 
the thing is they need to get the power 
there one way or another. If we work 
with them maybe this will open the 
possibilities of coming up with even 
better ideas.

 Just recently I was able to attend the 
first of a few Municipal Council meetings 
on the development of MET towers. I 
put together a small presentation with 
information from the CAAA as well as 
the NAAA. It seems that showing them 
the pilot’s view, or lack of, really opened 
their eyes to our problem at hand. I have 

PROVINcIAL REPORTS
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For the people that were not in 
Montreal you missed a great convention.  
It was awesome to see the support that 
came from Pratt & Whitney Canada.  
The tour of their facility was very 
interesting experience.  

We are having our semi-annual 
meeting April 5 this year, and I am 
sure that we are due for our standard 
ice storm for our travels to Portage.  
We hope to work out some issues 
with our CEC program for pesticide 
re-certification, and our Keystone 
protective fund.

I hope everyone has a safe and 
profitable season.

Experience is the knowledge that 
enables you to recognize a mistake 
when you make it again.

Ecc
Paul Zimmer

If I didn’t know any better I would 
say with the thunderstorm watch we 
had today, and  day-time temperatures 
in the low 20’s *C, summer not spring 

has arrived in SW Ontario. I could 
say it is about time but the reality is 
we didn’t see much, if any winter. We 
may have had the snow plow out on a 
couple of occasions, but that was it, and 
our heating bills have been more than 
reasonable.

Kudos to Jill and her staff and the 
CAAA volunteers for putting on an 
excellent Annual Meeting and Trade 
show. In no small part the success 
of the event was greatly enhanced 
from the support of our Platinum, and 
Montreal home town sponsor, Pratt and 
Whitney Canada. That is not to belittle 
the contribution of all the companies 
that support the CAAA through the 
Partnership Package. Every contribution 
large and small is greatly appreciated.

I wear a number of hats and belong to 
a number of different associations so I 
attend other conferences throughout the 
year but nowhere are the members wined 
and dined for the price of admission like 
we are at this CAAA annual event. 

The ECC held its annual meeting 
in conjunction with the CAAA in 

Montreal. Thanks to those that made the 
meeting. Our group may be small but 
we represent a dedicated few that want 
to see the aerial application industry 
survive and prosper in Eastern Canada.

Although I don’t have a crystal ball 
and you can never predict how the 
season will play out until the “Calorie 
Challenged Lady” has sung; from all 
signs to date it appears to be shaping 
up quite nicely.

The warmer than usual weather has 
been reported by the prognosticators 
as having a favorable impact on 
overwinter ing pests  and weeds. 
Although we don’t do much in the way 
of ag herbicides in the east we do have 
plenty of insect and fungal diseases that 
accompany that warm weather so we 
do expect a strong demand for aerial 
application in my neck of the woods this 
year. In fact one spray gear was installed 
today, March 15th and we expect to be 
flying tomorrow.  

Let’s hope this year brings a busy 
but safe season, strong commodity 
pricing, stable fuel pricing, and profits 
all around.

Always read and follow label directions.
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; CARAMBA is a registered trade-mark of BASF Agro B.V.; all used with permission 
by BASF Canada Inc. CARAMBA should be used in a preventative disease control program. © 2012 BASF Canada Inc.

Finally, true Fusarium management has arrived.
CARAMBA® fungicide puts the brakes on Fusarium head blight and brings leaf 
diseases to a grinding halt. Registered for spring and winter wheat, barley, durum, 
oats and rye, CARAMBA puts you on track for improved grades. Learn more about 
CARAMBA fungicide by visiting agsolutions.ca/CARAMBA, contacting your 
BASF retailer, or calling AgSolutions® Customer Care at 1-877-371-BASF (2273).
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By rod Nickel - reprinted from reuters

For most of the past year, western Canadian farmers have 
braced for the rush of competition that will follow the end 
of the Canadian Wheat Board’s 69-year-long monopoly on 
grain marketing in August.

Now, they’re preparing for the possibility of seeing less 
than expected.

The fertile region’s biggest grain handler, Viterra, said 
on Thursday it had hired advisers and set a process to vet 
takeover interest, the first sign of a much-anticipated frenzy 
to take or build a position in the western Canadian wheat 
market as it opens to competition for the first time since 
World War Two.

But whether farmers will win or lose from the transaction 
depends heavily on who buys the former farm cooperative, 
which has a commanding 45 percent share of rural elevator 
storage - the backbone of the supply chain for getting crops 
from the world’s No. 8 grain grower to global markets.

Unlike the cool Canadian response to some big deals 
involving foreign bidders, western Prairie farmers aren’t 
vocally worried about whether Viterra retains the Maple Leaf 
stamp.

They’re far more concerned with ensuring that the move 
toward a freer market isn’t compromised in the final furlong.

“There’s a fear on our side that an existing multinational 
like Cargill that’s already in this country would buy them and 
take away a lot of competition” among handlers vying for 
farmers’ grain, said Alberta farmer Lynn Jacobson, president 
of Wild Rose Agricultural Producers.

Swiss trader Glencore, a respected and sometimes feared 
name in global metal and oil markets, is teaming with 
Canadian farm retailer Agrium and No. 2 grain handler 
Richardson International Ltd on a bid that would break 
Viterra into several chunks, according to industry sources.

A scenario in which Agrium scooped up Viterra’s roughly 
260 farm-supply stores would leave farmers with few 
options for buying annual supplies of seed, chemicals and 
fertilizer. Privately owned Richardson may be in line to take 
on Viterra’s food-processing plants, like crushers and mills, 
but farmers fear it may also aggressively expand its one-
quarter share of western Canada’s grain-handling capacity.

“If they control more of the outlets, that’s a concern for 
us,” said Jacobson, who grows grain, oilseed and pulse crops.

U.S.-based Cargill holds about 15 percent of the region’s 
grain-handling capacity, according to industry estimates, and 
would face the double whammy in Ottawa’s eyes of being a 
foreign company and one that already is a player in Canada, 
raising competition concerns if it entered a bid.

Because of Viterra’s size, Canada’s arms-length 
Competition Bureau would review any takeover. The 
regulator flexed its muscles during the last major round of 
Canadian farm M&A in 2007 when, to satisfy competition 
concerns, Saskatchewan Wheat Pool sold some elevator and 
port assets to Cargill as it took over Agricore United. The 
newly formed company became Viterra.

Jacobson said prairie farm groups, relatively quiet in the 
early going, plan to lobby government with their concerns 
once there is a formal bid.

FARMERS SHRUG AT FOREIGN OWNERSHIP

Viterra, with roots in long-running farmer cooperatives in 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba, is attracting plenty of 
foreign interest, from Glencore, U.S.-based Bunge, Archer 
Daniels Midland and perhaps others, industry sources say.

But farmers mostly shrug at the idea of their former 
cooperatives falling under Swiss, U.S. or Asian control.

“From a local level, it’s probably going to be the same,” 
said Weyburn, Saskatchewan farmer Darren Sterling. 
“Change the name on the building.”

ADM and Bunge would present less concern about 
competition, since they are not big players in western 
Canadian grain handling or farm product sales. Farmers are 
also familiar with the names, as they sell canola to prairie 
crushing plants owned by Archer Daniels and Bunge.

But with Viterra in play just as the CWB monopoly winds 
down, farmers have two big changes to factor in as they gear 
up for spring planting. The CWB handled the marketing for 
farmers’ wheat and barley, something they will now have to 
learn for themselves.

Western Canadian farmers are touching up seeding plans 
before steering tractors onto fields in mid-April. For the first 
time in generations, farmers have been able to sign forward-

Analysis: canada farms fear 
consolidation, not foreigners,  

in Viterra bid
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delivery contracts with handlers for wheat and barley, 
because of the monopoly’s end.

Viterra was the most aggressive early on in securing 
farmers’ expected grain production after Ottawa passed its 
monopoly-killing law in December.

Sterling has agreed to sell some of his expected canola 
harvest to Viterra, and doubts that any takeover of the 
company will have much practical impact on him.

“I just think it’s going to carry on. A contract’s a contract.”

Canada is the biggest exporter of spring wheat, canola, 
oats and durum wheat, with the vast majority of those crops 
grown in the western provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta.

Selkirk, Manitoba farmer Doug Chorney agreed to 
buy canola and soybean seed from Viterra, as well as dry 
fertilizer, and said he has no concerns about those supplies 
being jeopardized by a foreign takeover.

With farmer cooperatives and wooden elevators long 
behind prairie agriculture, and the Wheat Board monopoly on 
its way into history, farmers are so far a clear-eyed, practical 
lot in viewing Viterra’s possible sale.

“There’s no sentiment about it, no loyalty anymore,” 
Jacobson said. “It’s all business because it’s not the same 
company anymore.”

2012 cAP clinics

We are pleased to announce that Dennis Gardisser will 
return as Analyst and Clayton Rempel as Assistant Analyst 
for the 2012 CAAA clinics. The clinics are tentatively 
scheduled to take place May 15 – 31, 2012, starting in Taber 
(Alberta) then proceeding to North Battleford and Yorkton 
(Saskatchewan) and Minnedosa, Douglas, and Portage la 
Prairie (Manitoba). Additional locations in each province 
may be added. If you are unable to attend the above mentioned 
clinics it may be possible to hold a clinic at your location. It 
is imperative that you complete and return the included form 
by April 23, 2012 if you plan to attend.

After April 23, 2012 all registrants will receive written 
confirmation of their clinic date and location.  A calibration 
clinic is mandatory for qualification to apply certain products 
and for participation in the Prairie Protective Fund and Wild 
Rose Protective Fund.  Currently, one of the required steps for 
qualification to apply Roundup/Vantage/Touchdown in 2012 
is a Certificate of Completion from a 2012 or 2011 calibration 
clinic.  SORRY, NO TELEPHONE RESERVATIONS CAN 
BE ACCEPTED.  If you need a form, or if you have any 
questions please contact Joy at the CAAA office or check the 
website at www.canadianaerialapplicators.com. 



6 CAAA New HorizoNs April 2012

Keep this information in your 
CAIR file to assist you during the 
season. CAIR inquires should be 
directed as follows:

For questions regarding cAIR 
safety seminar, cAIR videos, 
meeting information or general 
inquires contact:

CAIR
P.O. Box 21106
Edmonton, AB  T6R 2V4
Phone:  780-413-0016
Fax:  780-413-0076
Email:  caaa@telusplanet.net

The 2011 CAIR Safety Seminar 
was held in Winnipeg in 
conjunction with the CAAA Annual 
Convention.  The seminar was very 
well attended and covered a wide 
range of topics with excellent 
group discussions.

The seminar was recorded and is 
now available on DVD for any 
pilots that were unable to attend.  
If you wwould like a copy of the 
DVD, contact the CAAA office at  
780-413-0016.

For questions regarding 
insurance coverage, 
applications and claims contact:
 
George Esau, Pina Guenette
Oldfield Kirby Esau, Inc.
P.O. Box 699
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2L2
Phone:  204-943-1441
Fax:  204-957-5561
Email:  gpesau@oldfieldkirby.com

Fwor questions regarding 
financial statements, taxes and 
payments contact:

Jim Peters
1002 Warsaw Avenue
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1E4
Phone:  204-477-4770
Fax:  204-477-4770
Email jimpeters@shaw.ca

cAIR contact 
Information

Farm Credit Canada’s newest 
Farmland Values Report states that the 
average value of Saskatchewan farmland 
increased by 11.6 per cent during the 
first six months of 2011, dwarfing the 
two previous six-month periods of 2.7 
and 2.9 per cent respectively, and giving 
Saskatchewan the highest average 
increase in Canada.

By comparison, the average value of 
Canadian farmland increased by just 7.4 
per cent during the first six months of 
2011.

The report said that two contributing 
factors were the ongoing strength of 
commodity prices, combined with land 
values that previously increase at a 
slower rate than the rest of the country.

“Farmland is more than a production 
resource – it’s a source of wealth for 
farmland owners,” said Michael Hoffort, 
FCC Senior Vice-President of Portfolio 
and Credit Risk, “so it’s not surprising 
that changes in the price of farmland 
generate interest from producers and 
others in the industry.

“The upward trend in farmland 
values appears to have accelerated. 
Canadian farmland values have risen 
steadily during the last decade.”

The average national price of 
farmland has increased by about 8 per 
cent annually since the commodity price 
increase began in 2006, which is almost 
twice the rate observed in the first part 

of the decade. Near-historic highs in 
crop prices and lows in interest rates 
are other factors supporting higher land 
prices.

“Low interest rates, good crop 
prices in recent years, along with low 
returns in financial markets mean 
farmers are buying more land,” said 
Jean-Philippe Gervais, FCC Senior 
Agriculture Economist. “These three 
factors combine to increase demand for 
land and push prices up. As long as crop 
prices continue to be strong, farmland 
values should remain high.”

“Agriculture matters to Canadians 
and the positive overall health of the 
industry is definitely being reflected in 
recent land value trends,” says Hoffort. 
“It is an indicator of the industry’s 
strength, and it is good news for 
producers who hold land as an asset.

“At the same time, it can be a 
challenge for those who want to buy 
farmland to expand their operation. 
That’s why we offer loan products that 
can help young farmers buy land.”

Richard Hayes, FCC Senior Director, 
Valuation, added, “Producers often ask 
if they should purchase land now while 
prices are trending upward or wait to 
see if they come down. The answer is 
that it depends. Sound information and 
an assessment of personal risk tolerance 
can help make the decision easier. The 
next six-month report will be very 
interesting.”

FCC reports Saskatchewan 
farmland increased value by 

11.6 per cent

FCC reports Saskatchewan 
farmland increased value by 

11.6 per cent
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Good to the  
Last Crop.
High yields don’t come easy. But for the folks who fly a Thrush, they come a whole  
lot easier. It’s not surprising since every Thrush offers superb visibility, speed, and  
maneuverability. Not to mention parts that withstand the test of time, weather, and  
plenty of long workdays. All so you can fly more hours than in any other ag plane.  
It’s what has made Thrush the favorite of some of the biggest crop dusting operations  
in more than 80 countries. And counting.

Get the straight story on what’s happening at Thrush Aircraft. Visit us online or  
call Eric Rojek at 229.789.0437.

Something new is going on here.

www.thrushaircraft.com

Thrush B&WAd Good to last crop.indd   1 3/15/12   1:41 PM



On February 16, 2012, over 150 delegates travelled to 
Canada’s historical gem, Montreal, Quebec to participate 
in the 26th CAAA Annual Conference and Trade Show at 
The Fairmont Queen Elizabeth.  Attendees participated in 
various meetings, education sessions, social events and 
perusing new products and services offered by 32 exhibitors, 
some from significant distances such as northern USA 
and New Zealand.  CAAA welcomed returning Master of 
Ceremonies; Mr. Les Kletke and Auctioneer; Mr. Wayne 
Kauenhofen who joined forces for a most entertaining live 
auction.

Logistics made adjustments to the program format for 
2012 necessary and the BASF Canada sponsored Opening 
Lunch and Annual General Meeting were combined.    
Following the Opening Luncheon, the 2012 CAIR Safety 
Session was presented by Fran de Kock.  The session was 
sponsored by Air Tractor Inc. and is now available on DVD 
for purchase.  Please contact the CAIR office at (780) 413-
0016 for additional information.

On the evening of February 16th, delegates enjoyed “La 
Mise au Jeu”, an evening of fine food, interactive hockey 
themed activities and a tour of the Bell Centre courtesy of 
Diamond Sponsor, Pratt & Whitney Canada.  Highlights 
of the evening included sampling regional cuisine, touring 
the Montreal Canadian’s locker room and the opportunity 
to take shots on Pratt & Whitney Canada representatives 
dressed in Goal Tender equipment!

Friday, February 17th started with the first ever tour of the 
Pratt & Whitney Plant during business hours.  The CAAA 
wants to thank Pratt & Whitney for the work they did to 
make this tour available for the members.  The afternoon 
included the Awards Luncheon courtesy of Syngenta 
Crop Protection, an SMS Regulation Update Session by 
Jacqueline Booth, Transport Canada, the Univar Canada 
sponsored excursion to explore “Flavors & Aromas of 
Old Montreal” for the spouses and the 2012 Banquet and 
Auction courtesy of Platinum Sponsor Bayer CropScience 
Canada.    The Auction was very well supported and is 
essential to support the Association.  The largest item 
ever sold at the CAAA auction was sponsored by Pratt & 
Whitney Canada and purchased by Covington Aircraft.  
We would like to take this time to thank all our valued 
sponsors for donating auction items and our members and 
guests for purchasing the items.
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26Th cAAA ANNUAL cONFERENcE & TRADE ShOw

Pratt & Whitney donation at the Auction

CAAA Auction Dinner

The Bell Centre - La Mise au Jeu

Icebreaker at the Bell Centre

Speaker Session
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 Nelson Almey 
wings of Agriculture 
Award is presented for 
outstanding professionalism 
in agricultural aviation by 
an active member of the 
association, sponsored by 
Mid-Continent Aircraft 
Corporation.  peter Hansen 
and stanley Hunter presenting 
to Nelson Almey

 Pratt & whitney 
canada
Diamond sponsor Award is 
presented to a single sponsor 
who provides the most 
significant support during 
the year through the CAAA 
partnership package. Bob 
Morse presenting to Mike 
perodeau, Vp Marketing 
General Aviation, Utility and 
Military programs

 George Scott 
M.V.p Award is presented 
to a non-flying support 
staff of a CAAA member 
who demonstrates an 
outstanding contribution to 
the teamwork approach of an 
aerial application operation 
in Canada. John Bodie 
presenting to George scott

 Brent Lange
The CAAA Award of 
excellence recognizes an 
individual’s contribution to 
the betterment of agricultural 
aviation in Canada. Fran 
de Kock presenting to Brent 
lange

 clayton Rempel
The Ace Award - Presented to a pilot with five years or less experience 
who demonstrated great tenacity and willingness to accept “any 
position around the hangar that may lead to a flying job”, in their 
quest to become a professional Ag-pilot. Claironseib presenting to 
Kevin Groening on behalf of Clayton rempel

 Bayer cropScience canada co. Diamond Award 
recognizing the single sponsor who provides the most significant 
support during the year through the CAAA partnership program. 
Nelson Almey presenting to lionel lamont and Kevin Chorney

The following awards were presented on Friday, February 17th: 

congratulations 2012 cAAA 
Award Recipients!

 
Specialists in 

Propellers, Governors & Components 
 
 

Total Support and Maintenance 
to Turbine & Reciprocating Aerial Aircraft 

 
                  	  

1-800-773-6853 
 

24/7 & AOG Support 
 
 

 
 
 

www.canadianpropeller.com
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( l to r), Back row: David Bouchard, shaun 
Kinniburgh, Dave Davies, Kevin Groening,  

paul zimmer, James pottage, Darren spence 
Front row: peter Hansen, Nelson Almey,  

paul o’Carroll, Mark Kinniburgh

Thank You to
Our Volunteers

The efforts of several individuals who 
volunteered their time to assist with various 
portions of the conference are sincerely 
appreciated!

Arlene Almey: Eagle Agro Service
Pat de Kock:  BattlefordsAirspray
George Esau: Oldfield Kirby Esau

Pina Guenette: Oldfield Kirby Esau
Bob Hill:  Aerial Spray & Charter

Stacey Kinniburgh:  Kinniburgh Spray 
Service

Special thanks to 2012 CAAA Conference 
Co-Chairs, Benoit Tetreault & Robert Chenard 
as well as the 2012 Auction Committee, Nelson 
Almey, Mark Kinniburgh, Peter Hansen & 
James Pottage!

Make sure you mark your calendars for 
next year as we head to Calgary, Alberta from 
February 21 – 23, 2013.  We look forward to 
seeing you there!

PRESIDENT  Nelson Almey
Eagle Agro Service, Box 806, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0
Bus: (204) 476-2448 Res: (204) 476-8866
Cell: (204) 476-6569 Fax: (204) 476-5799 
E-mail: eagleagro@inetlink.ca

VIcE PRESIDENT  Paul O’Carroll
Fly On Ag Services Inc., Box 457, Nokomis, SK S0G 3R0
Bus: (306) 528-4450 Res: (306) 528-4450
Cell: (306) 528-7855 Fax: (306) 528-4420 
E-mail: paulocarroll@msn.com

PAST PRESIDENT  Peter Hansen
west wind Airspray Ltd., 154 Kenyon Drive South, Lethbridge,   
AB  T1K 7N3
Bus:(403) 327-7426 Res: (403) 320-1797
Cell: (403) 382-8232 Fax: (403) 380-4077
E-mail: westw@shaw.ca/westwind@shockware.com

SEcRETARY/TREASURER  Mark Kinniburgh
Fox coulee Aviation Inc., P.O. Box 1208, Drumheller, AB T0J 0Y0
Bus: (403) 823-3000 Fax: (403) 823-3666
Res: (403) 823-5288 Cell (403) 820-1454
E-mail: mark@foxcouleeaviation.com

DIREcTORS
ALBERTA  Shaun Kinniburgh
Kinniburgh Spray Service Ltd., Box 4361, Taber, AB T1G 2C8
Bus: (403) 223-8245 Fax: (403) 223-1314
Res: (403) 223-5095 Cell: (403) 795-8245 
E-mail: shaun@kinniburghspray.com

MANITOBA  Kevin Groening
Arty’s Air Services Ltd., Box 1054, Winkler, MB R6W 4B1
Bus: (204) 325-7206 Res: (204) 362-1464
Fax: (204) 325-7817 E-mail: artysair2@gmail.com

MANITOBA  Darren Spence
Virden Aviation, Box 114, Waskada, MB R0M 2E0
Bus: (204) 673-2447 Res: (204) 673-2246
Cell: (204) 522-5648 E-mail: djspence_804@hotmail.com

QUEBEc  Benoit Tetreault
helico Service Inc., 800 Grande Caroline, Rougemont, QC J0L 1M0
Bus: (450) 469-1430 Res: (450) 469-0058
Cell: (450) 777-2074 E-mail: helico2@videotron.ca

NEw BRUNSwIcK  Dave Davies
Forest Protection Limited, Fredericton Airport, 2502 Route 102 
Hwy., Lincoln, NB E3B 7E6
Bus: (506) 446-6930 Res: (506) 455-0331
Cell: (506) 457-8299 Fax: (506) 446-6934
E-mail: ddavies@forestprotectionlimited.com

ONTARIO  Paul Zimmer
9706 Burk Line, Blenheim, ON N0P 1A0
Bus: (519) 676-9550 Fax: (519) 676-9552
Res: (519) 355-0521 Cell: (519) 358-3336 
E-mail: pzimmer@zimmerair.com

SASKATchEwAN  James Pottage
Provincial Airways, Box 2170, Moose Jaw, SK S6H 7T2
Bus: (306) 692-7335 Fax: (306) 693-5288
Cell: (306) 596-0877 E-mail: james@provincialairways.net

2012 cAAA  
Board of Directors 

CAAA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 2011-2013
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A check of 2011 U.S. ag accident reports 
show a disturbing 37% have been the result 
of aircraft colliding with stationary objects 
including the terrain. This compares to a 10 
year average of 24%! Take time to review your 
procedures for obstruction recognition and 
avoidance.

When ferrying, remember the PAASS safety 
phrase “Ferry Above Five and Stay Alive” to 
keep yourself above power lines, unmarked 
towers and other ag aircraft conducting spray 
operations.

Veteran Ag pilots have shared these safety 
tips for working around obstructions:

• Never begin an application without doing a 
recon for obstructions.

• When working a field with obstructions 
along the edge, make your second pass first 
rather than making your initial pass next to 
the obstructions.

• Be the most careful during the first turn of 
the load.

• If you have obstructions on both ends of the 
field, make your first pull-up into the wind.

• When pulling up over an obstruction, never 
take your eyes off of it.

• If the obstruction is a power line, poles give 
better perspective than wires.

• Plan your passes so as to avoid flying into 
the sun.

Bell Canada is planning to build 20 new cellphone towers 
north of Toronto, in cottage country, and plans to disguise the 
new towers as trees.

The towers are to be built on private land and will be 
shorter than 30 metres so they don’t need approval from the 
municipality.

The towers will be made of steel, and the fake branches will 
be fibreglass. 

The cell tower trees will be designed to blend in to the 
existing forest cover.

There are many cell phone towers wearing disguises in the 
USA – as pine trees, palm trees, cacti, flag poles, and even as a 
lighthouse! See below:

hidden Towers

For more examples go to http://youtu.be/uRQYan_-CTQ

OBSTRUCTIONS 
CAN KILL!

OBSTRUCTIONS 
CAN KILL!

cOMMITTEES:
2012 Auction
*Mark Kinniburgh, Nelson Almey, Peter Hansen, 
James Pottage

2012 Partnership Program
*Mark Kinniburgh, Nelson Almey, Peter Hansen
Business Survey
Paul O’Carroll

CAP Clinic
Kevin Groening & Shaun Kinniburgh
Mentorship Program
Paul O’Carroll
National Pesticide Exam Review 
Committee
Fran de Kock & Mark Kinniburgh

PMRA Committee
Jon Bagley & Peter Hansen
Tower/Power Line & Wind Farm Committee
Nelson Almey, Mark Kinniburgh, Paul Zimmer
Transport Canada Committee
Dave Davies, Benoit Tetreault, Nelson Almey, 
Clark Oberholtzer, Shaun Kinniburgh
*denotes Chair
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The CAAA would like to congratulate Madison 
Oberholtzer as the 2012 CAAA Scholarship Winner.  

The CAAA received five applications this year so competition 
was very competitive.  The annual $1000.00 CAAA 
Scholarship is offered to students of any age pursuing a post-
secondary education in Canada.  The competition is open 
to the children, grandchildren, sons-in-law, daughters-in-
law or spouse of any CAAA operator or pilot member who 
maintains an active membership with the CAAA.  When the 
scholarship applications have been received, the Scholarship 
Committee reviews all applications and selects one winner.  
The Scholarship Committee is comprised of the President 
and Vice President of the three Provincial Associations, three 
representatives of the ECC, and the CAAA President.  Past 
scholarship winners include Jordan Farr, Sarah Oberholtzer, 
Brittany Seib and Amanda Wiebe.  Here is the 2012 winning 
essay by Madison Oberholtzer.

My name is Madison Oberholtzer and I am eighteen years 
old.  I am the daughter of Clark Oberholtzer who has been 
a standing member of the CAAA for over fifteen years.  I 
currently live in Calgary, Alberta but have grown up in the 
small farming community of Arrowwood. In June, I graduated 
with honors from County Central High School in Vulcan.  
Now, I attend the University of Calgary where I am enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Nursing program.

Nursing has been a career that has appealed to me since I 
was a little girl.   It sounds strange, but hospitals are one of 
my favourite places.  I love being around all the interesting 
technology and I enjoy the hustle and bustle of the people 
throughout the hospital.  To me, these facilities are very 
intriguing.  When I was fourteen years old, I had an appendix 
attack and I was rushed to the Children’s Hospital in Calgary 
and received an appendectomy. 

The night of my surgery, I was placed in a room in the 
oncology unit of the hospital because this was the only spare 
bed they could find on short notice.  When I woke up the 
next morning and wandered the hallways for exercise like the 
nurse has directed me to, I witnessed the doctors and nurses 
around me helping children infected with cancer.  They were 
constantly checking charts, monitoring patients, and using 
diagnostic equipment to ensure their treatments were being 
effective.  This is when I officially decided I wanted to become 
a registered nurse because I thought this would be an amazing 
profession.  Every day I would be thrown new tasks and would 
be helping someone receive the care they needed.  The thought 
of all the things I would learn and technology I could use 
intrigued me.

During the past two years, I have been working and 
volunteering at the Vulcan Extendicare.  Extendicare is an 
elderly persons’ home for people to live in when they can no 
longer provide sufficient care for themselves. We take pride in 

CAAA Scholarship
offering superior care to our residents with twenty four hour 
nursing and supportive aid. It is an amazing feeling going home 
and knowing that you helped make a resident’s day better and 
brighter.  Helping them with their dinner or giving them a 
hug and seeing the smile light up their face makes me feel 
like I have accomplished something great after a day’s work.  
I feel that by being youthful I help contribute to the overall 
atmosphere of Extendicare as many residents do not receive 
visits from younger people.  Even though I get paid, I enjoy 
helping people and it allows me to give back to my community 
by providing care to the more elderly members of society who 
are too often forgotten or overlooked.  Throughout my time 
spent at Extendicare, I have had the opportunity to work with 
many different types of residents such as demented, palliative, 
and amputees.  I have learned the special needs each type of 
resident requires such as what kind of chair they need all the 
way to the different types of food they require at meal time.

Recently at Extendicare, there has been a shortage of staff 
due to illness and member scarcity and I have been required 
to encompass additional responsibilities by picking up 
extra shifts.  I have demonstrated to other staff how to get 
things done when time and resources are limited.  I believe 
it is very important to set a good example for others in my 
community.   Being the youngest person of the staff in this 
facility, I have accepted full responsibility of my duties and 
have worked extremely hard to show other younger people of 
my community that this job is a rewarding investment of time 
and energy.  A result of this is, just recently, I have recruited 
three other students from the high school to the Extendicare 
staff.  Working at Extendicare has been very rewarding and 
fulfilling to my interests in caring for people.

I have also been involved in my community through 
volunteering at my church in Arrowwood.  For the past five 
years I have been the AV technician of our church worship 
team.  I became involved in working with the team by helping 
select congregational music for the service.  After helping 
decide which songs the band should lead, I compose power 
point presentations of the lyrics for the congregation to follow.  
I also perform the duties of the sound technician to provide 
an acoustically blended presentation.  The worships team’s 
efforts are frequently praised by individuals.  I have witnessed 
a greater awareness of our band throughout the community and 
our church attendance increase.  The worship team also plays a 
very large role in our annual “Church in the Park” event where 
we provide an outdoor Sunday service in our local park.  This 
event has always brought new people to come and take part. 
The bold music in the public air is likely what is attracting 
them to come and investigate.

In my spare time I enjoy many different things.  Physical 
activity is something I do on a regular basis, especially in the 
winter.  I have been brought up in a ski environment, my dad 
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CAAA Scholarship
being a former ski racer and my grandmother living in Banff.   
During the winter months, I love to go to the mountains with 
my friends and family and take in the fresh mountain air 
as I ski.  I have been skiing since I was five years old and 
am now an advanced skier and enjoy all the mountains that 
southern Alberta has to offer.  Another activity that excites 
me is badminton.  I played on a doubles team with my best 
friend since grade seven.  We were very successful together 
in our league tournaments and acquired eligibility to zones 
championship every year. Dance is something I have enjoyed 
my entire life.  My mother being a dance teacher and examiner, 
there was no way I was getting out of this sport.  I danced 
for eleven years starting at the age of three.  I was a very 
successful dancer, winning many awards and scholarships 
in various competitions throughout Alberta.  I even had the 
opportunity of travelling to New York to 
compete against the top dancers of the country 
for my age.  My personal interests led me to 
take up the piano.  I am following the Royal 
Conservatory of Music syllabus and have 
successfully completed my grade eight level.  I 
have also attained all three levels of rudiments 
in music theory which combined with a grade 
nine certificate enable me to become a piano 
instructor.  Frequently I have participated and 
been successful in various piano competitions 
including the Kiwanis Music Festival in 
Calgary.  Piano is something that I really enjoy 
and hope to continue my instruction.  Being 
able to play the piano helps reduce my stress 
levels when my life becomes very busy.  These 
extracurricular activities contribute to my 
overall well-being by maintaining my physical 
and mental health.

This May, I am travelling to Tanzania, Africa 
to participate in a group study and volunteer 
program with fellow nursing students from the 
university.  I am looking forward to travelling 
to this developing country where I will learn 
their customs in maternal, newborn, and child 
health.  While studying these global health 
topics in Tanzania, we will also be doing 
volunteer work among the hospitals and 
schools.  I am very fortunate to have been 
chosen among many other students to fill one 
of the eighteen spots available for this trip.  This 
opportunity to “internationalize” my degree, 
expand my understanding of nursing practices 
around the world, and help those in need truly 
excites me.  Working and experiencing life in 
a more primitive surrounding will undoubtedly 
open my eyes and provide opportunities for 

personal growth.  I hope to travel and familiarize myself with 
other developing countries in the future as eventually I would 
like to become a travelling nurse.  I believe that being able to 
help people while discovering other parts of the world would 
be one of the most rewarding careers.

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, 
a kind word, or the smallest act of caring.  My goals are to 
help and care for people by attaining my nursing degree.  
This is a four year Bachelor program at the University of 
Calgary.  While I am attending school, I will be paying for my 
tuition and living away from my parents therefore I will have 
increased living costs. Thank you for considering my essay 
and application for this scholarship.  I can assure you that if I 
am a successful recipient of this award, I will fully use it to the 
betterment of my post  secondary education.

Proline™ makes superior 
sclerotinia disease control 
part of the flight plan. With 
Proline, you help prevent 
disease infection before it 
starts. Yield results climb 
18% over untreated checks. 
For high flying results in 
canola, use Proline.

Aerial application made easy.

bayercropscience.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative.
Always read and follow label directions. Proline™ is a trademark of Bayer. 
Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada. 04/09-10032-02
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CAAA Membership Reminder

Here is a list of some of the many services the association provides on 
your behalf:

•	 Representation	in	government	and	the	monitoring	of	current	changes	
in regulations impacting aerial application in Canada. 

•		Increased	public	awareness	through	brochures,	trade	show,	producer	
presentations and Ag in the Classroom.

•	Educational	forum	at	the	Annual	General	Meeting	and	Trade	Show	
that provides education on new product development, research, 
governmental regulations and industry trends.

•	License	re-certification	credit	courses.

•	Guidelines	for	members	and	improved	public	perception	through	a	
Code of Ethics.

•		Association	website	providing	on-line	training,	current	industry	and	
association information, TDG database, event listing, members only 
page and downloadable forms.

•	Availability	of	Calibration	and	Patternization	(CAP)	clinics.	

•	National	hull	insurance	program.

•	Wire	Watch	program.

•	Business	Survey	program	to	provide	valuable	industry	specific	
information to assist participants with future management decisions.

•	The	Self-Audit	program	provides	operators	with	a	checklist	of	
regulatory requirements and is designed to assist with spring start up.

•	Misapplication	Insurance	program.

•	Current	information	regarding	the	aerial	application	industry	and	
association provided in the quarterly newsletter.

•	Annual	Membership	Directory	distributed	throughout	the	industry.

•	Annual	planner	providing	important	dates	throughout	the	year.

The association needs your help to continue 
to provide these valuable resources to aid 
you and your business.  Please take the time 
to renew your membership now – so the 
CAAA can continue to work on your behalf.

If	 you	 have	 any	 questions	 about	 your	
membership renewal, please contact Shauna 
at	the	CAAA	office.

Back in the 
Saddle Again

NAAA President, Mark Hartz spoke at the 
CAAA AGM in Montreal in February.  After 
returning to his home in Almyra, Arkansas.  
Mark shared his thoughts and experience 
on his first day back in the airplane after a 
grueling state convention schedule.  He arrived 
home in the afternoon faced with a hard day 
of flying the next day.  The next morning, a 
combination of poor flying conditions, his 
desire to pull his own weight and a “get’er 
done” attitude almost caused an accident.

Mark’s 20-20 hindsight made him realize 
he had not taken the time to prepare himself 
mentally for the transition back into the 
airplane.  He then recognized the need to 
bring a mindset of safety awareness with him 
every  time he gets in an aircraft.  In his words, 
“the dividends for being safe far outweigh the 
tragic consequences that occur from allowing 
a preventable accident from occurring.”   

Mark asks everyone to join him in making a 
pledge to make safety a priority in our thought 
process each time we fly and make safety an 
integral part of your whole operation.

As a reminder, keep safety in mind and start 
slowly to acclimate yourself to the forgotten 
environment of flight.  Make the first flight 
free from pressure by leisurely checking all of 
the aircraft’s systems and using water to test 
the spray system instead of a load of chemical.
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Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

Special Thanks
 to our valued 2011 Partners

DIAMOND
Pratt & whitney canada Inc.

PLATINUM
BASF canada

GOLD
Air Tractor Inc.

Syngenta crop Protection canada Inc.

SILVER
Dow AgroSciences canada

Poly west
Queen Bee Air Specialties

Thrush Aircraft corporation

BRONZE
4-Av Fuels

Tulsa Aircraft Engines Inc.
Aero Recip

AAAA
Executive Flight centre

Arysta LifeScience canada
Aerial Spray & charter

Flight Fuels
Gustin Aviation

hemisphere GPS
Provincial Airways

BRONZE
Prairie Sky Aviation Ltd.

wetaskiwin Aerial Applicators Ltd.
west wind Airspray Ltd.

Ag Air Update
AG-NAV

Ag Resource
Agri-Smart Information Systems
Airwolf Aerospace/Apollo Spray

Battlefords Airspray
Bayer cropScience canada

Bonnyville Air
Brandon Flying club

can Pro Gator centre
canadian helicopters

canadian Propeller Ltd.
cheminova

covington Aircraft
cP Products

DuPont canada
Edwards LLc

Fairmont Queen Elizabeth
Farm credit canada

Florida International Inc.
Forest Protection Limited

GE Aviation
Grondair

hope Aero
Jeffries Aviation

BRONZE
Keller Equipment Supply
Lancaster Aviation Fuels

Lane Aviation
MAAA

Managewise Inc.
Mid continent Aircraft corp.

MINT Turbines LLc
Monsanto canada Inc.

Murray’s Aircraft Service
Nexus AG

Oldfield Kirby Esau
Omex Agriculture Inc.

PetroValue canada
Portage Aircraft Maintenance

Propworks Propeller Systems Inc.
RBc Securities

SAAA
SOPFIM

Specialized Spray Systems
TracMap Aviation

Transland
Turbine conversions Ltd.

Turbines Inc.
United Agri Products canada Inc.

Univar canada Ltd.
Vector Aerospace

westman Aerial Spraying Ltd.
Yorkton Aircraft Service Ltd.

cAAA Mentorship Program
The CAAA’s Mentorship Program provides a confidential source of advice and mentoring to all new applicators. The CAAA has 
gathered names of mentors who have agreed to confidentially dialogue with applicators throughout the season. Below is a list of 
applicators who have agreed to participate in the program, with their contact information. They are available to speak with any 
new applicator on a totally confidential basis. Contact anyone one of them if you have questions or need advice during the season:

Jon Bagley Bus: 204-763-8998 Cell: 204-729-7723
Matt Bestland Bus: 204-736-2476 Cell: 204-771-1980
Allan Denesowych Bus: 306-786-7007 
Fran de Kock Bus: 306-445-3099 Cell: 306-441-0547
Bruce Gair Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-352-1278
Brent Lange Bus: 780-352-7833 Cell: 780-361-8831
Clarion Seib Bus: 306-786-6072 Cell: 306-621-7171
Wayne Silzer Bus: 306-598-2033 Cell: 306-231-7109

Get the confidential advice you need to help you make the safest decisions.
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Got Pics!
The CAAA is seeking photos 

of members and their aircrafts 
for use in future publications and 
the	CAIR	Safety	Seminar	DVD.	
Kindly forward your pictures to:

caaa@telusplanet.net 
or mail to 
P.O. Box 21085,  
Edmonton,  AB,  T6R 2V4 

(original photos will be scanned 
& returned to you!)

Thank You!

Queen Bee Air Specialties, Inc.
136 N. Yellowstone Hwy  •  Rigby, Idaho 83442

Ph: (208) 745-7654  •  Fax: (208) 745-6672
Aircraft Sales & Parts  •  800-736-7654

www.queenbeeair.com

BUSINESS

Small commercial operation for sale. 
Good location. Good client base.  
Located	 in	 Manitoba	 Interlake	 area	
near Gimli/Selkirk. Contact Ernie at  
1-204-257-2835 or emonk@mts.net

PARTS, EQUIPMENT AND SERVIcES

Assorted Thrush parts, tail rudder, 
assorted	Air	Tractor	 401	 parts;	 firewall	
forward parts, etc. Contact Ken Kane at  
( 2 0 4 )  8 6 7 - 3 1 4 7  o r  e m a i l  a t  
kenkane@inetbiz.ca

we have converted our AT401B’s  
to Walter Turbine engines and therefore 
have for sale the following parts: 
Propellers- 2 and 3 blade Hydromatic, 
exhaust parts, Firewall forward parts, 
and some instruments.  Please contact 
Ken Kane at 204-867-3147 or e-mail at  
kenkane@inetbiz.ca.

Ag aircraft parts, services all lines 
for 56 years. Mid-continent Aircraft 
corp. hayti, MO63851. 1-800-325-
0885.

Parts for Sale: Assortment of parts 
for S2R Thrush, Transland spreader new, 
stainless steel spray valve, CP check 
values, plus numerous other parts. 
call Joe at  306-738-2024, email: 
javandebv@hotmail.com

AG-NAV 2, still the Ultimate GPS.  Even 
though the price has been consistently 
dropping, with new software upgrades (at 
no charge to current owners!) the amazing 
agricultural capabilities of this compact 
GPS continue to expand.  With Fire Nav, 
you	can	now	have	real	time	moving	map	fire	
fighting	data,	including	bird	dogs,	air	tankers	
and	drop	locations!		AG-NAV’s	customer	
support is still unbeatable.  call Lloyd at 
west central Air at 306-882-3830, or 
AG NAV at 1-888-66-AGNAV.

Ag operators - got a hangar full of used 
parts? List and sell them at cropdusterparts.
com.	Then	find	bargains	on	the	equipment	
you actually need. Over 60 new listings are 
now live at cropdusterparts.com!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Pilot Wanted for 2012 season.  Must have a 
clean flight record.  Must have experience 
in flying an AT502B for ag and an AT802F 
for fire fighting.  Also, must possess a 
valid commercial helicopter licence and 
be experienced in aerial spraying with a 
helicopter.  Must have some experience 
in	a	Robinson	R44	Raven	II.		All	applicants	
must contact Jon Bagley at 204-763-8998 
or jon@westmanaerial.com .

OThER

If	anyone	has	any	information,	stories	or	
photos of the history of aerial application 
in Saskatchewan please contact the 
SAAA (1-877-767-7222) or send in any 
information  via email (administration@
saaa.ca), fax (306-545-2031) or mail (P.O. 
Box 24021, Regina, SK, S4P 0J8).


